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The good news of the Gospel is all about 

inclusiveness. Jesus tells all the apostles to go and 

make disciples of all nations. (Mt: 28, 16-19) Jesus’ 

life narrative reflects the aspect of togetherness. He 
encounters people belonging to all walks of life and 

loves, cares and heals them. He establishes a society 
which widens its hands to everyone without any 
distinction. The mission of the Church is to carry 
forward the message of Jesus that ‘God loves everyone.’ 
God’s love is manifested through the person of Jesus 

Christ. The early Christians lived and passed the 
tradition of Jesus’ teachings. The Acts of the Apostles 

give a picture of how the early Christians shared 
everything in common; life, payer and fellowship. They 
incorporated everyone to be part of the Christian 
faith. Somehow, down the centuries, the Church has 

failed to broaden its perspective to look beyond its 
boundaries.  

The primary and profound definition of the 
Church is ‘The People of God,’ given by the Second 
Vatican Council. Pope Francis says that ‘to be the 
People of God’ means that God does not belong 

to any particular people. God wills everyone to be 
saved.’ The Church has to become an epitome of a 

home which accommodates everyone in society 
regardless of any distinction. In a given social and 
political context of the world, dialogue is the language 

of theology today. Dialogue with others is not going 
to make one a less Christian but it is going to shape 

one to be Christ-like. All of us are called to become 

Christ’s witness to the people. The Church has to 

delve deeper to identify the life of Christ reflected 
in other religions, caste, creed, other denominations 

and so on. To be inclusive is a call of God today and 
to respond to this radical call of God one needs 

to transform a conservative mind and heart into a 

compassionate one and demolish the border and 

create space and pitch a tent for those who are at 

the periphery, especially the excluded. 

Fr. Nishanth Irudayadason in his cover page 
article, extensively explains the theme, ‘Journeying 
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towards an inclusive Church’ under the shadow of 

the Vatican II constitution, ‘Lumen Gentium,’ which 
gives the mission of the Church in view of pluralistic 

culture and the constitution by refusing exclusions. 
He invites the readers to go beyond the theoretical 
approach and look forwards to various others means 

of welcoming. In the interview, Sr. Elsa Muttathu 
PBVM expresses her concerns towards the present-

day Church. For her, Pope Francis is a beacon of hope 
who can bring the real face of the Mother Church 

which is more inclusive. She also presents ways and 
means (deep listening, contemplative dialogue and 

discernment) which enable us to become a new 

way of being the Church. For her dialogue is not an 
option but a necessity today. She pinpoints how the 
hierarchy sides with the majority against the minority. 
The Church leaders have forgotten who we are and 

what we are. She urges the readers to go back to the 

roots of the Church and get grounded in it. 

Br. David’s article voices for the laity and 
women who constitute the larger number of people 

in the Church yet they are not incorporated into the 
Church’s decision-making body. All the other articles 
present the views on the reality of the Church today 
which endangers the Mother Church. It is high time 
that the Church takes the synodal approach of the 
Church seriously. It has to revive and reform its 
structures, functions and approaches. The Church is 

somewhere out to be pointed at. The Church is a 

community where you and I belong. 

Our Church is a pilgrim. All are journeying 
including the people of other faith. They are to be 
considered co-pilgrims in the journey of faith. The 
Church has to come down to understand the ground 

reality of the people living in various conditions. The 
distance between the Church and the people has to 

be broken to build and become the new way of being 
the Church today.  I wish all the readers to go through 
this synodal experience and revive the spirit of true 
Catholic Church. Merry Christmas to everyone.



Dear staff, students, well-wishers, benefactors, 

readers of Vidyajyoti Today, compliments of the 
season and Happy New Year 2023. The season of 
Christmas is a time of joy of God becoming flesh 
and dwelling among His people. “You will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger. And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God 
in the highest heaven…” (Lk 2:12-13). Mother Mary 
found favour with God. She became the recipient 

of an act of grace – “anugraha” of facilitating the 

eschatological promise of salvation. It was through 
the Spirit of God – Sakti – the child will be called 

Holy and set apart and will be the Son of God. In the 
entire story of incarnation what bewilders me is the 
utter “Creative Work of God in Mary,” who responds 
with trust: “Behold, I am a handmaid of the Lord; let 
it be to me according to your word,” Mary becomes 
an example of trust to do God’s will. She translates 

God’s will in her joy of giving in full generosity. Mary 
and Joseph bring up the child Jesus in spite of the 

shadows of fear and uncertainty. 

As Christians, we are invited to cooperate in 

the creative work of God. There could be many ways 
of doing. Today, India stands at the cross-roads of inner 
and external contradictions, the rise of right-wing 

ideology and the growth 
driven by technology where 
the marginalization of the 

poor takes place. At this 

juncture, I think one way 
of engaging is to respond 

to the context of India’s 
G20 presidency spanning 
over the next one year 
(Dec 2022 to Nov 2023). 
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi in his address said: 
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“India as a nation deeply committed to democracy 
and multilateralism, India’s G20 Presidency would be 
a watershed moment in her history as it seeks to play 
an important role by finding pragmatic global solutions 
for the wellbeing of all, and in doing so, manifest the 

true spirit of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ or the ‘World 
is One Family’.” In the past ten years Pope Francis 
expressed such a vision in his Social Encyclicals, 
Laudato Si and Fratelli Tutti inviting the local, national, 

international communities to transcend the narrow 

domestic walls and to build a world of “brothers and 
sisters all”. Hence the question is, can the church in 
India promote an inclusive sustainable development, 
create more opportunities in the fields of education, 
medical health, ecosystem and make India ‘liveable’ 
for future generations. We need to stretch a bit and 
be generous.

To conclude, the Student Council and the 

Jubilee Committee deserve a great appreciation for 

bringing forth the creative talents of the student 

community, in the form of St. Mary’s Rolling Cup 
Tournament, Women Students’ Program, Bal Mela, 
Quiz Competition, Semi-Christmas Celebration and 

Guest Lectures. I thank, Vidyajyoti Today editorial 
team, for their creative way of presenting VJ news and 
views.  

Catholic Faculties India 
(Presidents and Deans,  Annual Meeting, Bangalore - December 11, 2022)
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A. Irudayadason THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATION FOR 

THE INCLUSIVE CHURCH IN LUMEN GENTIUM

The phrase “related to the People of God” 
found in Lumen Gentium §16 is used in 

reference to “those who have not yet received the 
gospel.” This §16 must be placed in the context 

of Chapter II of the Dogmatic Constitution on 
the Church in which the Church is presented 

as “People of God”. In fact, from §13 to §16 of 
Lumen Gentium, the contours of this image are 

not drawn in a strict and precise way. This is what 
emerges in particular from the last sentence of 

§13: “All men are called (vocantur) to this catholic 

unity which prefigures and promotes universal 
peace. And in different ways to it belong, or are 
related (ordinantur): the Catholic faithful, others 

who believe in Christ, and finally all mankind, 
called (vocati) by God’s grace to salvation.” 

With regard to vocabulary, it should first 
be noted from this sentence that “to be related to” 
the Catholic unity of the People of God is one of 
the two modalities (“to belong” to them is another 
modality) according to which the fact of “being called 
to it” is realized. It should then be noted that strictly 
speaking, neither in §13 nor in §16, the conciliar text 
aims at relation “to the Catholic Church”, but “to 
the Catholic unity of the People of God” (or, “to the 
People of God”).

This sentence announces the next three issues 

dealing successively with the Catholic faithful (§14), 
other Christians (§15), and non-Christians (§16). This 

last issue concerns “all those who have not yet received 
the Gospel”, whether they adhere to a religion (Jews 
and Muslims are explicitly designated), or whether 
they are without religion. The exposition is introduced 
by the following sentence: “Finally, those who have not 
yet received the Gospel are related to (ordinantur) the 

People of God in various ways.” Lumen Gentium, does 

not use the word religion, but considers the access to 

salvation of “those who have not received the Gospel” 
from an individual point of view.

While one might think that the notion of being 
related to the Church was taken from Pope Pius XII’s 
encyclical Mystici corporis, it should be noted that 

the drafters of Lumen gentium §16 did not refer to 

it. Instead, they referred to the Summa Theologica of 
Saint Thomas Aquinas, since this reference seemed to 
them to illuminate the notion of being related to the 

People of God. This reference is not sufficient to fully 
elucidate what is meant by “being related to the People 
of God” since Saint Thomas Aquinas uses neither the 
verb to be related nor the expression People of God, 

and the context from which the quotation is taken 
evokes the mystical dimension of the Church rather 
than its visible institutional component. However, the 
commentary of the Doctrinal Commission which 
accompanied the quotation of Saint Thomas Aquinas 
provides an additional element of elucidation: Christ 

died for all men, and thus objectively redeemed 
them all; by sending His Spirit, He calls them all 
and directs them all to His Kingdom. On the other 
hand, wherever it is granted, all grace has a certain 

communal character and concerns the Church (ad 

Ecclesiam respicit). So, every person who, in one way 
or another, welcomes God’s grace is, by this very fact, 
caught up in a movement of openness to others. To 

this perspective corresponds the affirmation of Lumen 

Gentium §16 according to which those who have not 

yet received the Gospel are related to the People of 
God in various ways.”
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The last sentence of Lumen Gentium §13 seems 
to suggest that to belong and to be related (“pertinent 

vel ordinantur”) are the two modalities in which the call 

of all people to “the Catholic unity of the People of 
God” is actualized, of which the Church is a sacrament 

as mentioned in Lumen Gentium §1.

It is important to understand how this position 
of the Vatican Council II was arrived at. Of the 
preparatory documents, we will retain here only the 
points directly related to our subject. With regard to 
chapters I (The Mystery of the Church) and II (The 
People of God), the observations made by Karl Rahner 
with the collaboration of Otto Semmelroth on the 

outline drawn up by the Pre-Conciliar Theological 
Commission had a significant influence on the drafting 
of the future Dogmatic Constitution on the Church. 
With regard to Chapter I, the two theologians 
criticized the fact that the preparatory scheme uses 
the image of the body to deduce, by reasoning, the 

nature and structure of the Church, as if it were a 

logical concept and not an image. Finally, contrary to 
what the preparatory scheme seems to suggest based 
on Mt 16:19, they believe that biblically, the Church 
and Kingdom of God cannot be purely and simply 
identified.

With regard to Chapter II, Karl Rahner and 
Otto Semmelroth first ask that the question of the 
necessity of the Church for salvation be distinguished 
from that of membership in the Church and the 

definition of the members of the Church. Challenging 
the theory of votum baptismi (desire for baptism), 

they reproach the official scheme for failing to give a 

convincing account of the necessity of the Church as 
a necessity of means. Then, criticizing the definition 
of membership of the Church that the preparatory 
scheme took from the encyclical  Mystici corporis, 

they propose either to qualify the Catholic faithful as 
members of the Church in the full and perfect sense 

(pleno et perfectu sensu) instead of members in the 

true and proper sense (vero et proprio sensu) according 

to the terminology of the official schema; or to avoid 
the term members and to describe only the various 
concrete situations in which one may find oneself in 
relation to the Church.

Finally, the two theologians concluded their 
observations on this chapter similar to what would be 

advocated by the spokesmen of the German-speaking 
episcopate, in particular by Cardinal König, as well as in 
the outline proposed by the bishops of Germany and 
Austria in February 1963: If we speak of the necessity 
of the Church, it should not be only of this necessity 
for salvation from the individual point of view, but also 

of the necessity of the Church for the human race as 
it is collectively one. Indeed, the Church is radically 
“sacrament” of the human race, even for those who 
are saved by God without baptism. And this is because 
the unbaptized are not only related to the Church by 
a merely subjective vow, but also by objective bonds 
(by participation in that human nature that Christ 
assumed; by the objective character of redemption; 
by the justifying grace that is always the grace of the 
Church).  

In accordance with its role as an introduction 
to the whole of Chapter II, §9 of Lumen gentium sheds 

light both on the first part (from §10 to §12) and on 
the second part (from §13 to §17), which interests 
us more here: the link thus maintained between, on 

the one hand, the presentation of the Church-People 

of God as a “visible sacrament of this saving unity” 
in §9, and, on the other hand, the various aspects 

of its catholicity or universality as displayed from 
§13 to §17, corresponds well to what the German-
speaking episcopate aimed at in its February 1963 
outline when it proposed to qualify the Church as a 
sacrament, namely to provide a concept for thinking 
about the role of the Church in relation to the whole 

of humanity, without resorting to a particular class of 
members.
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A comparison of the successive writings 

from §14 to §17, dealing respectively with Catholics, 
other Christians, non-Christians (those who follow 

another religion and those who are without religion) 

and, finally, with missionary duty, shows how much 
the diversification of the images of the Church, the 
recourse to the concepts of mystery and sacrament, 
and, conversely, the abandonment of the category of 
members, which were at the centre of the debates 

on the first two chapters of Lumen Gentium, proved 

fruitful in renewing the way of thinking about the place 
and mission of the Church in a pluralistic world.

Of this renewal, the last sentence of §13 
offers a remarkable summary: “All men are called to 
this catholic unity which prefigures and promotes 
universal peace. And in different ways to it belong, or 
are related: the Catholic faithful, others who believe in 

Christ, and finally all mankind, called by God’s grace to 
salvation.” (Ad hanc igitur catholicam Populi Dei unitatem, 

quae pacem universalem praesignat et promovet, omnes 

vocantur homines, ad eamque variis modis pertinent 

vel ordinantur, sive fideles catholici, sive alii credentes in 
Christo, sive denique omnes universaliter homines, gratia 

Dei ad salutem vocati).

By bringing together the verbs “to belong to” 
and “to be related to,”, by giving these two verbs “the 
Catholic unity of the People of God” as a complement 
of attribution and not “Catholic Church,” this sentence 
joins the wide perspective offered by the first sentence 
of §9: “At all times and in every race, anyone who fears 
God and does what is right has been acceptable to 

him.”

Thus, the question of 
belonging to the Church-Mystical 
Body of Christ, which was one of 
the difficulties raised by the project 
of the Pre-Conciliar Theological 

Commission, could be taken up 

again in a renewed way, thanks to 
its inclusion in the chapter on the 

People of God: the vocation of this 

people to gather humanity in unity 
is presented in §9, as the horizon 

of history, and from §13 to §17, as 
a principle acting in a diversified way in today’s world. 
The category of “member” has disappeared.

Lumen Gentium, therefore, offers a theological 

vision of an inclusive Church is one that refuses all 

exclusion, whether racial, social, sexual, appearance, 

belonging, etc. In other words, it is a Church that 
never ceases to preach the unconditional acceptance 

of every person and to want to live by it. Yet reality 
often translates into exclusionary attitudes, conscious 
or unconscious. Sexuality and gender can be on the 
front line and that is why the debate on inclusivity 
can crystallize around sexual orientation. But while 
inclusivity is also about this issue, it goes far beyond 
that. Inclusive hospitality must take into account that 
no one is perfect, nor defined by a single characteristic. 
This is called “intersectionality,” which consists of 
seeing into a whole more than the sum of the elements 

taken separately. An identity is thus never composed 
of a single characteristic, but of several permanent or 

changing elements that intersect and weave a single 

reality. 

Going beyond theory, it is a question of giving 
oneself the practical means of a welcome that tends 

to the unconditional, starting from the concrete reality 
of the place and the social context that one wishes 

to open fundamentally to inclusiveness. It is a way of 
committing to putting clearly stated positions into 
practice and giving oneself the words to express them. 

It is also a way of giving its identity to the Church and 
affirming it for the sake of coherence.

(Fr Nishant is the dean of Philosophy in Jnana Deepa 

Institute Of Philosophy And Theology, Pune)
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1. Sister, could you share some of the 

consolations that you find in the Church that 
deepen your religious vocation every day to 

become closer to God and the faith community? 

When I think of the Church, She is my mother 
and my home. I not only consider myself a member 
of the Church by virtue of my Baptism and belonging 
to the community of the people of God, but also I 
believe  that I am and we are the 
Church. Today when I look at my 
home and my mother the Church, 
I realise that she is in disarray. 
She is marred by many scars that 
separate and alienate her children 

from her. Unfortunately, many of 
her leaders too are lost shepherds 

who are far away from the reality 
of their people. In this context 
what gives me hope and energy is 
the firm conviction that the Spirit 
is at work in the chaos and She 

will hover over us and bring forth 

the new dawn that is awaiting to be born. Pope Francis 

for me is a sign of this hope. His presence and his 
engagements with people across generations, nations 

languages and faith are signs of God’s presence in our 

midst, Emmanuel, God with us. Seeing his presence 
of hope, amidst the barrage of challenges both from 

within the Church and outside at present, gives me the 

strength and inspiration to engage in the challenge and 

be part of the change we envision. I am also inspired 
and challenged by the faith and commitment of many 
ordinary people and deeply committed consecrated 
religious, especially women living and working among 
the poor and marginalized people risking their own 

lives and security to bear witness to the Love of God.  

2. Is the Catholic church truly moving in the 
direction of the Synodal inspiration guided by the 

Spirit or is it just a religious exercise to fulfil the 
aspirations of a few righteous individuals?

I think we can look at it from different 
perspectives. Even what we call the Catholic church 
is not one homogenous entity. Living daily in a 
fragmented Church that is fighting over power, rubrics 
and rituals and marred by scandals and even cowardice 

as our voices are hardly heard objecting to policies 
and programs that dehumanise people, violate their 

inalienable human rights, where leaders are afraid of 

leaving the beaten track and listen to the cry of the 
people, it is difficult to believe we are moving towards 
the synodal Church. 

At the same time, I have participated in various 
synodal meetings: at a diocesan level, the national 

synod, and the online continental 
synod. I have listened to Cardinal 
Mario Grech, Sr.Natalie Becquart 
and others after they had waded 
through thousands of pages of 

condensed voices of people from 

across the spectrum and came 

up with the synodal document 
that is being circulated again 

for the feedback. I also listened 
to Cardinal Grech address the 

Conference of Catholic Bishops 

India for two consecutive days 
in St.John’s Bangalore. The CRI 

office had also sent out the synodal questions to 
the Indian religious, gathered their responses and 
synthesised them for UISG apart from participating 
in several international webinars on the synodal 
processes organised by the official Church and laity. I 
recognised the vital energy and the potential that the 
synod holds not only for the Church but for people 
and the planet. I cannot describe it as anything less than 
the breath and wind of the Spirit among all categories 

of persons in the Church and those on the periphery. 
I don’t think it can or will be contained or controlled 
by the human ego which seeks to put breaks on Her 
creative power.

3. Do you see the Church heading towards 
the vision of opening its arms wide and letting fresh 

air let in through doors and windows of the Church 
according to the primary objective laid down by 

the Second Vatican Council? If so, elaborate on 
some of the initiatives you’ve witnessed to date.

That again is a difficult question to answer 
given the multifaceted and multidimensional reality of 
the Church. We know that the last 60 years have seen 
both progress and regression regarding the precepts 

AN INTERVIEW WITH SR.ELSA MUTTATHU PBVM
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of the Vatican Council.  The energy, the movement and 
the enthusiasm of the 80’s seem to have given way 
to fear and institutional insecurity giving rise to more 
fundamentalist and traditional postures manifested in 

greater patriarchal control, insensitivity to women, 
affirming institutional power in the life of the Church

In a recent workshop on the Radical following 
of Jesus Jerry Rosario SJ citing a survey during the 
year of the priests, described 3 categories of pastoral 
workers which I think can be applied to the Church also. 
According to his statistics, about 60% are minimisers 
(insensitive and indifferent), 25% are scandalous and 
15% make a difference positively. So, we may have 
15% of the Church that would have understood the 
objectives of the Council to give free rein to the Spirit, 
listen to the concerns of people and environment as 

the call of the Spirit and make the Church a Community 
of the People of God. Pope Francis and the Synod on 
Synodality, I see, are returning to the Council.

• Some of the Religious Congregations 
are set in the direction of leading together and 

structuring themselves to move in that direction. 

Deep listening, Contemplative dialogue and 
discernment are envisaged as the new way of being 
a community.

• There has been a move from religious 

communities to insert themselves in the lives 

and realities of people and to engage with the 

peripheral ministries like prison ministry, working 
with the people in migration and preventing Human 
trafficking. The Religious are gradually becoming 
conscious of the need for Inter Congregational 
collaboration and networking.

• Women’s Movements within the Church 
are bringing women from the different walks of life, 

religious and lay, to come together to think, reflect 
and pray together and take steps to be inclusive, 
participatory and compassionate and walk the 
synodal path. 

• Laudato si Action platform is another 
platform for Synodality not only in communion 
with others but also with the whole of creation.

• Basic Ecclesial Communities are one way of 
implementing the vision of Vatican 2 though it needs 

much more training, formation and accompaniment. 

This is an area where the committed and trained 

laity can take a much more responsible role and 
priests a supportive role  

• There are many parishes where the pastors 
are part of the faith community in a spirit of walking 
together as equals and learning from the wisdom of 
their people.

• I see a movement of the educated laity led by 
women and supported by men internationally taking 
a lead role in making the Church a participatory 
one and they have been actively engaging with the 
synodal processes. Cardinal Grech in addressing the 
Conference of Bishops in Bangalore said that apart 

from reports from 112 Episcopal Conferences 
they had read through over a thousand individual 
submissions. People are claiming the Church!

• Synod has opened the door for the Spirit 
to blow and She is blowing in the direction of 

creating the Church anew.

4. The encyclical ‘Nostra Aetate’ gave the 

profound and revelatory statement that a ray of 

truth is found in other religions which paves way 

for inter-religious dialogue. Is the Catholic church 
accommodating enough in its approach toward 

creating bonds with people of other faiths and 

communities?

Yes, Nostra Aetate opened the windows of 
the Church to acknowledge that the quest for God 
and Truth is not limited to the Catholic Church alone. 

Jesus’ command was to preach the Gospel to all 

peoples “so that the human race would become the 
family of God, in which love would be the fullness of 
the law’ Gaudium Et Spes . The Federation of the Asian 
Bishop’s council affirmed that ‘the pathway for the 
Church in Asia to truly discover its own identity is to 
continually engage in a three-fold dialogue: with Asian 
peoples (especially the poor) [integral development], 
Asian cultures [inculturation], and Asian religions 
[interfaith dialogue]’. In the recent FABC meeting in 
Thailand and the 34th Annual Plenary of the CBCI, 
Cardinal Gracious reaffirmed this statement and was 
quoted saying that Dialogue is not an option but a 
necessity.
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While we don’t lack statements, documents 
and exaltations the reality seems to be far from the 
ideal. I don’t see a sincere commitment on the part 
of the official Church to enter into dialogue with  the 
other denominations and the people of other faiths. 

I was saddened by the move of Church authorities 
in some parts of the country for political expediency 
to tarnish the image of another minority community 
and using the social media controlled by the Church 
to instill fear and suspicion in the mind of the faithful 

about another faith community. It was also reported 
that the Church hierarchy has been siding with the 
majority community against the other minorities. I see 
these attitudes and actions as going against the spirit 

of Fratelli Tutti and that of the gospel. It is shocking 
that some charismatic groups preach against the 

interfaith dialogue as the work of the devil and warn 

the faithful. When I disagreed with one such statement 
in a retreat I was publicly ridiculed by the preacher.

While the clericalized church seems to be 
lagging in its commitment to genuine dialogue with the 

other faiths, individuals and groups within the Church 

including some religious congregations have been 

taking a lead role in promoting interfaith harmony. I 
would like to commend the Indian Missionary Society 
and some of its priests for their untiring efforts at UP 

to promote communal harmony.

5. Is the Church still holding on to the notion 
of hierarchy which is seemingly appearing to be a 

blockade for the road to inclusivism? What major 

steps are necessary to address this issue to create 

an inverted pyramid?

An inverted pyramid is still a pyramid. It only 
reverses the position. I think that the call of Vatican 
two and the Synod on Synodality are towards a circular 
model of the Church. But we cannot have a circular 

model if some insist that they have the monopoly 
of the Truth or knowledge. Today we are in a space 
where the secular world is far more equipped with 
knowledge, technique and leadership skills. Until and 
unless the clergy and hierarchy are open to learning in 
humility and truth while continuously being attentive 
to the movement of the spirit within their hearts, the 

Church will not be able to move with the changing 

times and provide the necessary leadership. We need 

more flexible structures that will facilitate dialogue 
and discernment as a way of life. 

The fact that the greater emphasis is being laid 

on the Baptismal call and equality of the children of 
God than on the sacramental privileges of ordained 

clergy is a welcome move away from the hierarchy to 
a more participatory Church. But that may be 1st step 
in the right direction.

More than anyone else I think those who 
are in leadership roles in the Church need to spend 

more time in listening and discernment and preaching 

through the example of their lives in humility than live 
double standards while preaching for others to practice 

something different. Priests and seminarians need 

to understand discipleship before they understand 
priesthood. Laity and religious must recognise that 
these are men with feet of clay and not put them on 
the pedestal with the divine while respecting their 

vocation and services. Their call is to be servants of 

the reign of God in imitation of the one who emptied 

Himself, not ‘Lord it over them’

If the Cardinals and the Bishops will reject their 
titles and simplify their attires and use more common 
transports, at least simple vehicles and mix more 

with the common people I think they will resemble 
Jesus better. Without generalising it I would say that I 
have seen women going to men with authority in the 
Church with grievances that they are in a position to 
address, but feel desperate as they are not listened 
to or worse still being intimidated with serious 

consequences if they take their complaints elsewhere.  
I see this as a misuse and abuse of power. What 
we need today is the Church of Christ, not that of 
emperors or political bigwigs. Someone recently said 
that the feast of Christ the king should be renamed 

Feast of Christ the Shepherd. Shepherd’s crook and 

the emperor’s cloak are not compatible with each 

other. God and Mammon cannot be served together.

6. In a recent letter titled “To the People 

of God, Pope Francis echoes the words of St. Paul 

“If one member suffers, all suffer together with 

it” (1 Cor 12:26) about the sexual scandals that 
jeopardize the holiness and celibate dimension 

of the religious in the Church. What are some 

9
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other viruses you see in the Church that needs 
immediate diagnosis and eradication?

Clericalism has been so much decried in the 

Church in recent times that we are almost getting 

immune to the idea while nothing is done to curb it. 

While there are many viruses we can name, I think 
the central problem is we have forgotten who we are 

and what is our mission in life. We are called to walk 
in the footsteps of a man who came so that others 

may have life and life in abundance. He did it by calling 
out the lies and hypocrisy of the leaders of his time 
both political and more so religious and He paid the 
price with His life. But today in His name we created 
Institutions, erected monumental structures, hierarchy, 
wealth, positions of power, rites and whatnot and we 

have no time for His message or his values. Abuse of 
wealth and power are equal scandals as sex scandals. 
Double standards and hypocrisy in the Church need 
cleaning. The inability of the Church leaders to be 
men of integrity who stand by the TRUTH and not 
cover up the wrongdoings of the Church personnel 

is a bigger scandal than the sex scandal itself. Caste 

and caste-based violence and discrimination within 

the Church is a pestering wound. Total lack of respect 

for and exclusion of women from the decision-making 

fora of the Church is very discriminatory. Tokenism is 
akin to ‘throwing the dog a bone. Worse still is treating 
them as a cheap workforce in church-run institutions. 

In a recent online workshop, some laity described the 
way the Church authorities are evacuating the sisters 
from the premises they were given on trust by an 
earlier Bishop as a land grab. Land and property issues 
between the Church and Religious Congregations are 
perennial issue that needs resolution.

7. What are some of the processes and 

methods through which the Church could give 
greater participation for the laity to exercise their 

faith and spread the message of the Gospel in this 

21st century?

A participatory Church is a people’s Church, 
a listening church, a compassionate Church and 

an inclusive Church. Pastors together with people 

discern how they can live discipleship more effectively, 
especially where and how they can reach out to the 
most vulnerable of their members. It is an inclusive 

Church. For India, we need to keep in mind the multi-
cultural and multireligious context.  

I think that the laity is better equipped to 
evangelise than the clerics for their proximity to 
people and communities. Hence the empowerment of 
the laity as evangelisers, I don’t mean preaching and 
baptising, but a radical understanding of the Gospel 

and sharing the gospel message in the way they live 
and conduct themselves about their neighbours, 

workplace etc. Catechesis needs to respond to the 

changed realities of our times. 

Some of the ways more power sharing can be 
done:

•  Train more laity (women and men) in 
Theology and scripture and include them in the 
teaching faculty of seminaries and Theologates.

• Make parish councils representative of 

the total community- Women, women religious, 
youth, children, different caste/tribe and languages 
-not only of the rich, forceful and influential. Create 
clear and transparent common governance policies, 

monitoring and accountability systems.

• Make Finance committees representative of 

the whole community. They should be accountable 
to the whole parish/diocesan community, not 
just to the priest or bishop. Separate the Church 
finances from the individual finances of the priests. 
Let people manage what belongs to the people and 
the priests and what is their personal finances. Let 
there be joint signatories for the common bank 
accounts, a priest, a layman and a laywoman.

• Train catechists in the spirit of the Gospel to 

be credible, authentic, compassionate, professional 

and well-informed in their specific ministry and 
have good communication skills. 

• Respect women and engage them in 
evangelisation and other areas based on their 

expertise, not for decorating, cleaning and serving. 

Include them in the planning and decision-making 
bodies of the Church.

8. About 100 Catholic women religious 
in India have called for a place at the table in 

church leadership and asked that canon law be 
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amended to make it more relevant and inclusive. 

They stressed these and other points at a “Women 

in the Church” consultation held October-4-6 
2019 at Ishvani Kendra Pune, the cultural capital 

of Maharashtra. The women religious noted that 

caste and class along with “toxic masculinity 

and femininity affect the church consciously and 

unconsciously.” Sister, could you throw some light 

on this discussion that aims to form a synodal 

church?

I have gone through their statement and fully 
resonate with them. I think we need to critically look 
at the role of women in God’s plan and the way women 
are relegated to be passive observers in the Church 

except when it is work. The Canon law certainly 
disadvantages women. Putting religious life and the 

interpretation of the evangelical councils under the 

competent authority of ordained males as a competent 
authority (Can.576) is problematic, especially when 
they are insensitive to women. Recently we listened 
to the testimony of a woman (Hindu) in interfaith 
marriage being humiliated by a canon jurist. She had 
filed for divorce due to domestic violence. But the 
jurist, without even listening to her, asked her to file 
it under sexual incompatibility which shocked her as 
that was not the truth. Her need for privacy or the 
vulnerability of her condition was not respected. She 
had to depose her case while others were listening 

which she found very embarrassing and humiliating. 

Another young Religious having an issue with 
her community and seeking redressal reported that 
she was called by the canonist who insisted that she 
went alone, did not record her statements accurately, 
refused to give her a copy of the statement he 
recorded and threatened her with dire consequences 
if she took the issue to her family or outside!! 

Probably a woman Canonist would have been 
much more sensitive and dealt with the issues in a 

more Christ-like manner.

Since Canon law is an area of professional 

competence, it is absurd that professionally competent 
women religious with experience will be denied the 

opportunity to be Judicial vicars or judges, especially 
in cases dealing with women’s issues.

I would think areas of religious life about 
women should be under the competent authority of 
deeply spiritual and professionally competent women 
Religious. Ordination and governance need not be 
interlinked. If men want to hold on to dispensing 
the sacraments as their prerogative that should be 

no reason to exclude competent women from the 

governance structures of the Church. I do not see 
any reason for denying women the right to preach 
or teach. Even Jesus took the order from Mary to 
turn the water into wine at Cana. It was the woman 
at the well who was the first apostle of the gospel 
who recognised the person and mission of Jesus while 

the male disciples were struggling with their ego as 

to who is more important among them. Again, it was 

women disciples who consistently followed Jesus, 
understood His message and stood by Him to the 
last through his ministry, passion, death, burial and 
resurrection while others ran away or hid. It was Mary 
of Magdala to whom the Risen Jesus first revealed 
Himself and who embraced His Risen body that Jesus 
had to tell her not to ‘cling’ to Him but go and tell the 
others where to meet Him. Even today it is women 
who attend to the broken body of Jesus in the poor, 
sick, prisoners, trafficked people and the rest. If Jesus 
could trust a woman to give him the human face, he 

needed to reveal the face of God to humanity, thus 
fulfilling his messianic mission, why is the Church so 
hesitant to recognise her role in the universal mission 

of evangelisation?

 Recently someone commented that the 
way Church laws are framed, disadvantaging women 
could be at the root of domestic violence and sexual 

abuse of women by the clergy which gives rise to the 
struggles of power and powerlessness in the larger 

social context. This is something that needs critical 

examination and correction.

11

(Sr Elsa Muttathu PBVM is the National Secretary of 

Catholic Religious, India)

(Interview questions are composed by Br Pelevito 

Kipfe, Second Year B.Th, VJ, Delhi)



V
J T

O
D

A
Y

12

The theme of the Document for the Continental 
Stage (DCS) “Enlarge the space of your tent” (Is 

54:2), summarises the inclusive nature of the synodal 
process. This process which opened worldwide in 

October 2021 has moved from the local consultation 
phase and begun the dialogical phase among the 

churches in specific regions. 

The synodal process evoked various responses 
from the hierarchy and the people of God, ranging from 
being enthusiastic and hopeful to outright scepticism. 

Nevertheless, one thing is clear that synodality has 
come to stay and in the words of Pope Francis “It is 
precisely this path of synodality which God expects of 
the Church of the third millennium.” 

The adage ‘pay, pray and obey’ has often been 
associated with the lot of the Catholic laity. Could this 
synodal process impact the style of governance and 
the participation of the laity in decision-making? It 
remains to be seen. But even if there were no significant 
structural change, the discussion and conversation 

around those matters would have sufficed to bring 
awareness and even some attitudinal change. 

Liz Dodd poses a question, “The synodal way 
- will women and laity ever have an effective voice 
in the Catholic Church’s governance?” This is a good 

vantage point to reflect on if the synodal process will 
affect the role of laity and women from consultative 
to deliberative roles. 

The laity constitutes the largest number 
of people in the Church. Yet their representation 
and participation in the decision-making bodies of 

the Church are minimal. The question, therefore, is 
whether the synodal process going on in the Church 
today brings some changes, starting with the decision-
making bodies like the Parish council members at the 

local Churches to the different dicastery at the Vatican. 

Michael Amaladoss SJ is bold to suggest, “we 
can think of synods representing the People of God 
at various levels, with voting rights, even if the Bishops 

with the Pope reserve to themselves a final say in 
some matters like doctrine.”

The approval of the Ecclesial Conference of 
the Amazon (CEAMA- based on the Spanish title, 
Conferencia Ecclesial de la Amazonia) by Pope Francis 
is a step forward in this direction. As the Peruvian 

Cardinal Pedro Barreto, SJ says that it “involves bishops, 
priests, women and men religious and the lay faithful 
from the nine countries of the Amazon region.” 

Women constitute roughly fifty per cent of 
the people of God. And although women do a lot, in 

terms of ministry and charisms their value is largely 
undermined as echoed in the DCS, “From all continents 
comes an appeal for Catholic women to be valued 

first and foremost as baptised and equal members of 
the People of God.” (DCS 61). The document goes 
on to say that while in many places, women form the 
mainstay in the ecclesial life, the reality often is “In 
a Church where almost all decision-makers are men, 

there are few spaces where women can make their 

voices heard.”

The appointment of three women (Sr. Raffaella 
Petrini, F.S.E., Sr. Yvonne Reungoat, F.M.A, and Dr. Maria 
Lia Zervino.) as members of the Dicastery for Bishops 
in July 2022 gives hope that women could play a greater 
role in discernment and decision-making processes in 

the church. Likewise, in 2021 the appointment of Sr. 
Nathalie Becquart, XMCJ who was the first woman to 
be given a voting right at the Synod of Bishops shows 
that some changes have already begun. Although these 
changes may not be direct results of the synodal 
process surely it reflects the spirit of synodality.

The synodal process seem to have taken along 
all sections of the People of God. Its language and 
appeal are inclusive. And the inclusion of the laity and 
women in some discerning and deliberative roles not 

only gives hope but also the assurance of journeying 
together towards a more inclusive Church.

David Mao SJ
III B.Th

A SYNODAL WAY FOR THE LAITY AND WOMEN: 

CONSULTATIVE TO DELIBERATIVE ROLES
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One night I was at a metro station around 10:30 p.m. 
I was with a group of friends who were Brothers 

and nuns (who were in ordinary dresses). Suddenly an 
elderly Sikh man approached me and asked me who we 
were. I told him that we were students. He said he had 
seen so many student groups but ours was a different 
one. He enquired more. I told him that I was a Brother 
in the Catholic Church. He told me that he guessed so. 
He looked appreciative of us as we got on the train. 
Once we had sat next to each other, I asked about 
him. He told me that he was from the Border region 
of Punjab. Then I became intrigued to 
listen to him. I told him that I had never 
been to Punjab and did not have much 
idea of that region. I told him that I 
had watched some movies and read 

something about the partition. He told 
me that he was a young boy when the 
partition happened. He narrated how 
some of his relatives had to leave things 

on the other side and migrate to the 

new India. He still missed the people of 
the other side with whom they shared 
their lives before partition. Now the 

geographical boundaries came in 

their way to live in communion. I was 
engrossed in his story until my station 
came and I thanked him and got down from the metro.

As I reflect on the lines of journeying towards 
an inclusive Church, I want to draw inspiration from 
this experience of mine. I want to underscore two 
insights here. The first insight is, we need to be a 
dialoguing Church and more so a listening Church. 

Because of the nature of our Christian vocation to ‘go 

and proclaim to the whole world…’ we want to tell 

people about our faith. This call to evangelize requires 
us to speak to others in a major way.  As we preach 
our faith to others, I want to invite us to listen to them. 
We learn to listen to Our Lord Jesus himself. Though 
a teacher himself, he listened to people who came to 

speak to him. Jesus had dialogues with Nicodemus, 

the Samaritan woman, Zacchaeus and many others. 
We know the after-effect of that dialogue. They grew 

in their understanding, learned more about God and 

changed for the better. Going ahead in my life as a 
religious, I would like to listen to more and more 
people and share my life with them. 

The second insight is, declassifying people 
based on their religion. Because of the dominant 

ideology prevalent in our country right now we are 
made to think in terms of ‘us and them.’ When we 
journey together as an inclusive Church I do not think 
that we can be inclusive while we exclude others. Our 

apostolates give us a chance to meet people of all 

faith traditions. I believe the occasion presents itself 
when we can transcend these petty little boundaries 
of beings Christians, Hindus, Muslims, etc. These days 
people are not looking forward to what their religious 

doctrines say about other religions, they focus on how 
people make them feel. If I being a Christian treat my 
Hindu or Muslim brother or sister as an equal and 
make them feel respected, I think that will be a win 
for me. Counter-culture Gospel for us today has to be 
that we break the religious boundaries and share our 

lives. The church is after all not just structures we have 
built but also the people of God. As human beings are 

created in the image and likeness of God, all are our 

brothers and sisters whether baptised or unbaptised. 

So, can I exclude my brother or sister really? I say, ‘no’ 
to exclusions.

Alok Ekka SJ
III B.Th.‘NO’ TO EXCLUSION
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Our motifs or zeal is the total gift of self for 

the sake of our mission to our Lord God and also 
it involves our concern for the people around us, 

especially the poor. Like what is said in the gospel we 
should do good and help our brothers and sisters, 

especially the least ones willingly and wholeheartedly 
to enter the Kingdom of God. Jesus says, “Truly I tell 
you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 
are members of my family, you did it to me” (Mt 25: 
40).

There is one thing that I have learned in life, 
the little things are the greater things. Those tiny, daily 
deposits into the love account will give us far more 

happiness than any amount of money in our bank 
account. As Ralph Waldo Emerson said so eloquently, 
“Without the rich heart, wealth is an ugly beggar.” That 
means to gain happiness is to throw out for oneself 

like a spider in all directions an adhesive web of love 

and to catch in all that comes.

Akhilesh Lucas Soreng IMS 
III B.Th.

STAND WITH ALL AND CREATE 

A LOVE ACCOUNT

Mother Teresa once said “There are no great acts. 
There are only small acts done with great love.” 

What small acts can we do today to deepen the 
bonds between ourselves and the people whom we 

value the most? What random acts of kindness and 
ridiculous acts of beauty can we offer to someone 
to make his or her day just a little better? The irony 
of being compassionate is that the very act of giving 
to others makes us feel better as well. Therefore, 

while living here on earth we should do our best to 

fulfil our mission to God, which is to be good and 
loving brothers and sisters to our fellowmen. As God’s 

children, He expects us to help everyone around us 
especially the poor, because in our Lord’s eyes we may 
be rich or poor, but we are all equal. Our Lord also 
expects us to be humble and generous to everyone, 
even to people who did bad things to us. “But love 
your enemies, do good and lend, expecting nothing 
in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be 
children of the Highest; for he is kind to the ungrateful 
and the wicked. Be merciful as your Heavenly Father 
is merciful” (Lk 6:35-36). We should be patient, and 
understanding and learn how to forgive people. In the 
end, all people will die and we should keep in mind 

that what we are doing here on earth we should do 

not just because we want to enter heaven but because 
we are willing to do that for the people around us and 

God.

Therefore let us to practise being more loving, 

create a love account. Each day, make a few deposits 
in this very special reserve by doing something small 
to add joy to the life of someone around us. It is a 
great opportunity for all of us to start in our ministry 
places by visiting families, meeting people especially 
the needy ones or between our colleagues who are 
very much in need of our help. I have experienced joy 
in being with the needy simply listening to their pain. 
Their suffering is a real cry from the depths but no 
one is ready to listen to the cry of those people. Here 
we need to remember our call and the mission for 

which we are called. 
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Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio 19th March 2013 
was installed as the 266th Bishop of Rome in 

St. Peter’s Square. He took the name of Francis after 
the model of two great saints, St. Francis of Assisi, 

the founder of Franciscans, very ascetic and a lover 
of the poor and St. Francis Xavier, patron saint of all 

missionaries. By next March, he would be completing 
one decade of the anniversary as a Bishop of Rome but 
one may astonish by the completion of tremendous 
works that he has accomplished and many initiatives 
that he has undertaken. One of them is creating an 

inclusive Church. Pope Francis, in his preachings, 

writings, interviews, visits to different countries 

and his admonition to sacramental duties, explicitly 
emphasises this awareness of creating an inclusive 

Church.

Many Popes have talked about an inclusive 
Church but the way Pope Francis is carrying on the 
message of an inclusive Church is commendable. He 
says, “The lord has redeemed all of us, all of us, with the 
blood of Christ: all of us, not just Catholics. Everyone. 
Even atheists.” When he was referring to the people 
of God, he said, “First of all God doesn’t belong to any 
particular people because He is the one who calls us 

and this invitation is addressed to all of us, without 

distinction because God’s mercy wills that everyone 
be saved.” Further, he says, “The lord calls everyone 
to be part of his people and He does so with great 
respect and love.”

The document titled Amoris Laetitia ‘The joy 
of love calls for priests to welcome single parents, gay 
people and unmarried straight couples who are living 

together. He wrote strongly, “A pastor cannot feel that 
it is enough to simply apply moral laws to those living 
in irregular situations as if they were stones to throw 
at people’s lives.”

In a challenge to Vatican hierarchy, he called for 
a decentralising power in the church saying the Vatican 
and even the Pope must collaborate with Bishops, lay 
people and in particular women. He writes, “I prefer 
a church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because 
it has been out on the streets, rather than a church 

which is unhealthy from being confined and from 
clinging to our security.”

In a message to wrap up the year of mercy, 
Pope Francis adds that all priests continue to be able 

to absolve the grave sin of abortion. Further, he writes, 

“Mercy is inclusive and tends to expand in a way that 
knows no limits.” He repeatedly stresses that there is 
no sin and that God’s mercy cannot reach and wipe 
away when it finds a repentant heart. On this issue, 
he invites all the priests to be “a guide, support, and 
comfort the people who come with problems.”

On October 21st a documentary film, 
Francesco, was released in which Pope Francis gave 

a message on homosexuality. He says, “Homosexual 
people are children of God and have the right to a 

family. Nobody should be thrown out or be made 
miserable over it. I support that.” On the other 
occasion in 2013 when he was asked about gay priests. 
He said if someone is gay and he searches for the 
lord and has good will, who am I to judge? He also 
was asked about the LGBTQIA+ community and 
their same-sex marriages because the church never 

approves of same-sex marriage. He gave a message 

Arockiasamy SJ
II B.Th.POPE’S VISION FOR AN INCLUSIVE CHURCH
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saying “They also need to be welcomed and loved as 
the gospel says ‘love your neighbours’ and need to 
show compassion to them.”

On March 24 2016, Pope Francis washed 
the feet of 12 migrants during the Holy Thursday 
celebration, hoping to bring together different 

religions and cultures through a gesture of washing the 

feet of refugees. Pope said at the Mass at the migrant 

reception centre, “All of us together: Muslims, Hindus, 
Catholics, Copts, and Evangelicals. But all brothers and 
sisters and children of the same God. We want to live 
together in peace.” In 2015, he urged and appealed to 
all the catholic dioceses in Europe to take in a refugee 
family. He even took a few families to the Vatican from 
Greece and when he was asked about it he just replied, 
“They are guests of the Vatican.” At present, there are 
20 Syrian refugees in the Vatican.

Pope Francis, in a dramatic gesture of kneeling 

before South Sudan leaders, kissed their feet and 

urged them not to return to a civil war. He spoke, 
“I am asking you as a brother to stay in peace. I am 
asking you with my heart, to let us go forward. There 
will be many problems but they will not overcome 
us. Resolve your problems.” Further, he added, “There 
will be struggles, disagreements among you but keep 
them within you, inside the office, so to speak, but 
in front of people, hold hands united. So, as simple 

citizens, you will become fathers of the nation.”

Finally, this year on the world day of Migrants 
and Refugees he called for a ‘more inclusive Church’ 
that goes out into the ‘existential peripheries’ and 

also highlighted the importance of inclusiveness and 

fraternity saying that an ever wider we will help renew 
the human family and build a future of justice and 
peace.

What is our response to the call of Pope 
Francis? Are we ready to support him and in a little 
way create an inclusive church in our respective 
dioceses and regions? How are we helping the poor 
and the voiceless in our parishes? As the Synod on 
Synodality is in the progress, joining with Pope Francis 
let us all create a Church, which includes everyone, 
loves humanity, and promotes peace and fraternity. 
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it is an invitation for all of us to reflect, introspect 
and pause certain valuable questions that enhance and 
empower us to move towards an inclusive Church. 

Are we open enough to see something good in other’s 

religion, tradition, culture etc.? 

This question will persuade us not to be 
confined within our narrow-mindedness but to 
broaden our horizons towards a better understanding 

of others by accepting their religious traditions, 
cultures and languages. We also need to uphold certain 
value systems such as inculturation, dialogue, justice 
and option for the poor etc to name a few, to make 

this world a better place to live in peace and harmony 
with one another.

We Christians need to inculcate the attitude 
of openness in us. So, we may be able to change 
our thinking patterns to shift from conservatism to 

liberalism, from mere preaching/teaching to practising, 
from performing a mere duty to service and so on. 

Theological studies (Interreligious Text) talk 
about inclusion in the church through dialogue where 

we include people from various strata of society poor, 
marginalized, caste, creed, race, gender etc.

The Church is continuously trying and 
struggling in paving the path through all the aspects 

enumerated above and is moving towards the direction 

of inclusiveness in this present scenario.

Pankaj Kerketta SJ 
II B.Th.

AN INCLUSIVE CHURCH FOR A BETTER WORLD

The episode of the incarnation of the son of God in 

the person of Jesus unveils to us the first image of 
the inclusive church because he came not only for a 
particular group of people but for the entire humanity. 
He did not segregate any rather came to the world 
in all his humility and embraced the entire broken 
humanity to make it whole again. Indeed, the event of 
incarnation in salvation history was the stepping stone 
towards the journey of an ‘Inclusive Church”.

Throughout the century, many followers 
(apostles, disciples, prophets, teachers etc.) of Jesus 

time and again have strived for this same noble cause. 

However, only some have been able to achieve this 
feat. It has been always a struggle in the lives of the 
followers of Jesus. Many had to undergo lots of 
difficulties, struggles, and persecution and even had 
to lay their liver. Journeying towards an Inclusive 
Church is a process that will continue until 

the end of age. Hence, we have to continue to 
persevere at all costs. 

One of the living examples of our 

times is Pope Francis who has been constantly 
emphasising this very matter. He has taken a very 
bold step in summoning the process of Synodality. 
Through this very process of Synodality, Pope 
Francis invites all the believers to walk together 

in the path of truth and justice and he breached 
the chasm between the laity and the Church. 
Pope Francis has built bridges between the 

hierarchy of the church and the laity. Now, at 
this juncture, all can come together listen to one 
another and also raise their voice about the concerns 

of all the people making the more receptive and open-

minded in embracing all the people equally. 

Today, we too are part of this very call of 
building an inclusive church. We can achieve this feat if 
only when we are open, transparent, receptive, humble 
and appreciative of the goodness of other religious 

traditions and their teachings. We need to choose and 
make tremendous efforts to see the commonality or 
uniting factors in other religions, cultures, traditions 

etc. and forget the differences that they have.

As students of theology, we are learning to see 
the world as a whole from the lens of Christ. Hence, 
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person, in and through Jesus Christ. It welcomes all 
to come and hear the message of the Gospel to fully 
embrace a new life in Jesus Christ. It is actually through 
diminishing our self-focus that we allow Christ to be 

more fully alive in us. An inclusive Church, on the other 
hand, implies that it would simply admit individuals as 
members while not addressing aspects of their lives 

that are out of alignment with the Catholic faith and 

teaching. It would allow them to be included without 
any demand for conversion.

As an activist of human rights, reconciliation 

and peace makers we are committed to maintain an 

open and inclusive attitude to all.  We do this because 
we believe such an attitude more closely reflects 
God’s generous love and compassion. We believe 
in an inclusive Church – a church which does not 

discriminate on any level, including economic power, 
gender, gender identity, mental health, mental ability, 
physical ability, race or sexuality. We believe in a Church 
which welcomes, accepts and serves all people in the 

name of Jesus Christ; which is scripturally faithful; 
which seeks to proclaim the Gospel afresh for each 

generation; and which, in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
allows all people to grasp how wide and long and 

high and deep is the love of Jesus Christ. We do so 
because we are committed to an inclusive approach 

to the Bible, tradition and theology.  This does not 
imply ‘anything goes’, On the contrary, as followers of 
the One who is the Truth, we are committed to the 

pursuit of truth in all things.  This means that for us 

the Christian faith is always about journeying towards 
God and with God. 

As a church, we are in the midst of a significant 
moment of decision and action. Now is the time to 

enact God’s justice for our excluded brothers and 
sisters to be included and to journey towards an 
inclusive Church.

Sr.Swarupa SCN 
II B.Th.

Most of us live in communities of exclusion. 

Sometimes that is intentional and circumstantial. 

As human beings, we do crave for inclusivity. We 
want to be invited, included and appreciated.  Last 
year Pope Francis announced a two-year process of 
reflection beginning in Rome on October 10, leading 
up to a meeting of the Synod of Bishops to take place 
in October 2023. The word “synod” means “journey 
together.” The idea is to help us be more inclusive in 

how we listen and discern our way forward as Church, 
with a special attention paid to those on the margins 

whose concerns and perspectives are so often 

overlooked. Thus this act of coming and journeying 
together in this synod on Synodality is something we 
didn’t realize we wanted and needed especially inside 
the Church.

Journeying together requires that we try to 
include those who feel excluded. Many questions arose 
in me when I am questioned by the in-charge of my 
ministry place about the role of the Church in certain 
situations of the people - ‘Is the Church exclusive or 
inclusive?’ If so, in what way does the Catholic Church 
include people who are in brothels and LGBT?

Inclusive Church raises awareness about the 
ways that people feel excluded by the Church, especially 
because of their gender, race, sexual orientation, 

disability, or mental well-being. Churches today 
seem more interested in defining parish boundaries 
than in reaching beyond their comfort zone to meet 
those who do not come within its walls. To be truly 
inclusive means opening ourselves up to transforming 

encounters with other people.  The mission of the 

Church is the conversion and transformation of the 

INCLUSION - AN ONWARD 

JOURNEY TO GOD
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modern world by inaugurating the Synod – 2023. Pope 
Francis wants the Catholic Church to rediscover the 

true nature of the Church as synodal. Whereas the 
past synods were the gatherings of bishops to discuss 
particular issues in the Church and the world, the 

ongoing “synod on Synodality” is meant to involve 
all the faithful, examining how the Church listens to 

people and what methods have worked well or poorly.  

On 10th, 2021, Pope Francis formally opened 
a two-year process called “a synod on Synodality,” 
officially known as “Synod 2021-2023.  “For a synodal 
Church: communion, participation and mission.” The 

Vatican has approved an enhanced three-stage process 

in which they hope for greater participation from the 
whole Church at the diocesan, national and universal 

levels. This is a synodal process. While the concept of 
Synodality refers to the involvement and participation 
of the whole People of God in the life and mission 

of the Church. This happens through listening to one 

another to hear what God is saying to all of us. It is 
realizing that the Holy Spirit can speak through anyone 
to help us to walk forward together on our journey as 
the People of God.

Ankit John
II B.Th.

A RENEWED, REFRESHED CHURCH

The assembly of the people of God is the living 
body of Christ: the inclusive Church for all. The 

Church is not just a building or a place of gathering. 
The Church is a body created by God the Father, 
saved by God the Son, and governed by the Holy Spirit 
who sanctifies it. The Church’s purpose is to be a living 
institution that is alive, active, and constantly changing. 
The corruption of any institution begins with its 
inability to periodically renew or reform itself. Gladly, 
through the Holy Spirit, the Church is constantly 
undergoing renewal and reformations. This enables 

the Church to represent Christ better. 

God is with his Church at every age and 
time. So, the Church will always survive, in spite of 
the adversaries against it from outside and within. 

‘We believe in an inclusive church as it has learned 
to not only give but also to receive from the other 
religion with the same respect and dignity. A church 
that celebrates and affirms every person and does not 
discriminate.  We believe in a Church that welcomes 
and serves all people in the name of Jesus Christ; 
which is scripturally faithful; which seeks to proclaim 
the Gospel afresh for each generation; and which, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit, allows all people to grasp 
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 

Jesus Christ.’ That means people of every race and 
religion, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
age and background, ability, and disability are loved, 
invited, and fully included. 

The best example of an Inclusive Church 
could be synod on Synodality. The Church wants 
to be youthful, vibrant, and relevant to the changing 
world. Pope John XXIII opened the window and 
inaugurated the famous Vatican II. As we dust the old 
things, Holy Father Pope Francis looks at Vatican II 
again creatively, differently, and radically. He wants the 
Church to reform the customs, the ways and means of 
going about. They should be pastorally more mission-
oriented. He wants an ongoing personal and structural 
process of conversion and a continuous change of 

mentality and transformation of attitudes. Both should 
go together. It is a process. Hence, he opens not just 
the window but, the door reminding us of the need to 

revive the Church and the way it is functioning in the 
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has journeyed to the frontiers to spread its values 
and faith. But today church is not only for ‘the faithful 
but for all. Vatican II opened the church’s doors to 
everyone.  The Church is not an ‘inclusive organization’ 
but ‘people of God. When do we say ‘inclusive 
Church’ are we not inviting them to be Christians 

but are inviting them to our way of life? Today when 
we mean ‘inclusive Church’ are we projecting Jesus 
and his values? Are we attracting people as Jesus did? 

Are we giving them space within the Church? Are we 

creating an atmosphere where they find themselves 
welcomed? Though in the beginning, Jesus went after 

people, eventually they came to him and he welcomed 
them and included them to be part of his life and to 

partake in his vision and mission. The inclusive Church 

calls for a radical change in the Church’s attitude 

towards others. It means drawing inspiration from our 
early Christians and living like them. This journey calls 
us to be conscious witnesses of the values of Christ. 

The church was inclusive once and it can be again. It all 
depends on how we project our life as people of God.  

“Let’s not wait for our neighbours to be good 
before

we are good to them, for others to respect us 

before we serve them.

Let’s begin with ourselves.”

- Pope Francis

Vidya Sagar SJ
I B.Th.

Pope Francis says, “The Lord has redeemed all of us, 
all of us, with the blood of Christ: all of us, not just 

Catholics. Everyone.” “Even atheists?”, he was asked. 
“Everyone,” he replied. Pope Francis is the prophet of 
our times with the vision and mission of Jesus. Jesus 

is the perfect example of inclusiveness. I just wonder 
how can one be welcomed or included unless they find 
it meaningful and inspiring. If Jesus was not inspiring 
and loving, who would ever think of coming to him 

and following him. 

St Luke projects Jesus as a man of inclusiveness. 
He welcomes women, the poor and the marginalized. 
He gives them space; he gives them identity. He 
identified himself as one among them. He gave them 
hope. When Jesus says, “Let them come to me,” it 
means to let them know me, let them experience 

me. Jesus let them come to him through his life and 

mission. Today when we say that we need to journey 
towards an inclusive church, we actually need to 
journey towards the roots of Christianity. We need to 
journey inwardly as a Church to recapitulate the spirit 
of inclusiveness.  The early Christians lived together, 
shared the bread and loved one another and lived in 

peace and harmony. That attracted the people to join 
them. The early Christians inspired the people through 
their way of life. All who were inspired did not become 
Christians but were inspired to live like Christians. 

That means living like another Christ. Sometimes like 

those disciples who blocked people from coming to 

Jesus, our traditions and growing insecurities place 

hurdles before and prevent them from coming to us. 

Thomas O’Dea, speaking about ‘the dilemma 
of the mixed motivation’, says that people join a 
particular religion because of the attraction towards 

the founder or his charismatic teaching. This means if 

someone is motivated towards religion or a way of 
life, he/she joins out of the free will. If the motivation 
is not pure, one needs to introspect about the way of 
life itself.  

Of course, the Church was and is at its best at 

the service of humanity and the world. The Church 

“LET THEM COME TO ME”
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members. In order to come in union with Christ and 
one another, we need to give life to the counterculture 

of early Christianity, have a shift from the life-draining 
energy and make it rise.

# Class society to an egalitarian society

# Individualism to collectivism

# From unfaithfulness to faithfulness

# From denial to witness

# From thought to action

# From discrimination to equality

# From Power to love

# wealth to God

# From profit to prosperity

A young girl went with her grandfather to 
the well to gather water. The young girl asked her 
grandfather, “Grandpa, where does God live?”,  as the 
bucket was left on the ground after being filled with 
water. “What do you see?”,  the grandpa questioned 
as he lifted the girl and held her over the open well. 

The thrilled girl peered down the well and said, “I see 
myself,” after spotting her reflection. The wise grandpa 
remarked, “That is where God lives. “You are a part 
of God! and God lives in you.” Are we aware that the 
“presence of the Lord” resides within each of us and 
in the church?  Do we transform our lives in such a 
way as to become even more part of our Lord Christ 
to see ourselves???

“The path of Synodality is the path that God 
awaits in the third millennium”, says Pope Francis. Yes, 
we ought to realise that we need each other. There 

can be no such thing as isolation or an individual in the 

church. The unity of the church, despite its diversities, 
is a prerequisite for Christian testimony in the world. 
The Church as the body of Christ is a metaphorical 
expression which tends to convey the message that 
we, as its parts, become and do what Christ did and 

would do. Hence, let us join hands irrespective of all 
the differences to make people realize God is love as 

we live to love.  

Sr. V.A. Jeyasheela ICM
I B.Th.

‘OUR CHURCH’ – WHO IS PART OF IT?

Pope Francis  asks, “When we say ‘our Church’ who 
is part of it?”

St Paul says, “For as the body is one and has 
many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.”(1 Cor. 
12:12-27). Jesus seeks to complete us by renewing 
our inner selves, mending broken relationships, and 

redeeming us from all evils. He is the all-encompassing 
healer, and it is His intention to restore us to fullness 
of life in all spheres of existence. so that he might 

incorporate us into himself. How do we fare?

While the mind resists embracing inclusivity, 
the heart yearns for it.

A brain defies holding the ego while a head 

yearns for equality.

An eye yearns for unity in diversity; an eye 

defies accepting the uniqueness of others.

An ear yearns for listening; an ear defies 
limiting itself.

A hand longs for togetherness; a hand resists 

tying oneself to everything.

A foot longs for companionship; a foot defies 
by leaping out of oneself.

A soul longs for communion, but the self 

resists contact with the neighbour.

A physique yearns for involvement; a psychic 

defies holding prejudices.

A heart desires an effective mission; a mind 

defies misplacement.

There will be unity in the church if only it fulfils 
its proper function as a living body of the Mystical 
Body of Christ. A body is healthy and efficient only 
when each part is functioning perfectly and if the 
different parts of the human body are not jealous of 
each other and do not covet the functions of each 

other.

In today’s world, the mission of the church 
requires the entire People of God to be on a journey 
together, with each member playing his or her crucial 
role, united with each other. A synodal church walks 
forward in communion to pursue a common mission 

through the participation of each and every one of its 
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we welcome all people, regardless of colour, gender, 

religion, ethnicity, sexual orientation, social class and 
nationality. This is precisely because of Christ’s calling 
to treat others as we wish to be treated. This is the 

uniqueness of persons as god’s creations. 

Jesus gives us a witness of this inclusiveness. He 
invited and welcomed all people into the kingdom of 

heaven - in the present context who are oppressed 

and neglected and who are going astray from the 
Church, the youth who look for consolation and 
those who are poor and marginalized. The spirit of 

inclusion flows from the church’s teaching, learning and 
servicing through Jesus Christ. History had witnessed 
the lives of Christians being enriched together by 
welcoming all people. Catholic mercy, love, charity 
and faith must inform and transform for the truth and 

acceptable understanding of contemporary challenges 
in journeying together with the inclusive church. 
An Australian Bishop Vincent Long, OFM ends his 
remarks to reformed; ‘less a role of power, dominance 
and privileged but more a position of vulnerability 
and powerlessness.’ ‘Less an experience of exclusion 
and elitism but more an encounter of radical love, 

inclusiveness and solidarity.’ This is a call for spaces in 
our church for women’s leadership also.  

This is an invitation for us to continue discerning 

together how best to follow and serve our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ by being His Body to a broken and 
wounded world: in a way that will offer a fresh and 
hopeful vision for the future. To quote Bishop Vincent 
Long once again; “May we be like the prophets for our 
people during this our contemporary exile. May we be 
strengthened to walk the journey of faith with them, 
proclaim the message of hope, the signs of the new 

Kairos and lead them in the direction of the kingdom”.

Vimal K Dhurwey SJ 
I B.Th.

The process of forming a safe and an inclusive 

church is unique. There are ample opportunities 
for commonality as we jointly grapple with the call of 
our Lord Jesus to continue to build the Kingdom of 
God in our contemporary times. Nowadays we need 
the renewal of the Church in both our theological 

understanding and how we organize to serve our 

call to preach the Good News better through the 

participation of men and women in the Church; a 
Church that is more and more “Catholic”. For the 
members of the Catholic Church, this appeal entails 

a commitment to becoming ever more faithful to our 

being “catholic”, as Saint Paul reminded the community 
in Ephesus: “There is one body and one Spirit, just as 
you were called to the one hope of your calling, one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Eph 4:4-5).

The movement initiated by Jesus was always 
from the outside. He reached out to those who were 
officially excluded or who felt excluded in his time, that 
meant primarily the sick and the sinful-and brought 
them in.  He restored them to the community. For 
example:  “Jesus calls a tax collector and had a meal 
with others too. (Mark 2:13-17). Indeed the Church 
may need to do more to welcome and to meet people 
where they are, and listen. Certainly, conversion is 
for everyone—including me. But how can we change 
hearts if we don’t welcome them first? How should the 
Catholic Church minister to those who feel excluded? 

That is one of the questions being taken up by the 
church of the present day. Without being judgmental 

“STRANGERS AND SOJOURNERS NO LONGER” 

(EPHESIANS 2:19)
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inter-religious dialogue. We are not supposed to create 
division among the people of other faiths. We have to 
respect them and their religious practices although we 

may have differences of opinion with some of them. 
Today, we witness a tendency among certain sections 
to instigate rivalry among various religious groups 
by means of provocative speeches and writings.  We 
have to fight evil, not by creating hatred but through 
prudent and peaceful actions and words. We ought to 
introspect and ask ourselves whether we still follow 

the age-old “eye for an eye, tooth for tooth, hand for 
hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, 

stripe for stripe” (Ex 21:23) approach.

We are all members of Christ’s body. For 
Christ everyone is equal, be it Christian, Jews, Hindu, 
or Muslim.  St Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians 
says, “For Just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one body- Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free- and we were all made to drink 

of one Spirit”. We are called to be the torch-bearers 
of peace. It is very important to establish peace in a 
world of turbulence. Why should we create violence 
in the name of religion? Are we the protectors of the 

Almighty God?  Is God not mighty enough? We are 
not called to fight each other in the name of religion. 
We are called to live in harmony with all the people 
of the earth irrespective of the divisions that exist 

among them. St Paul in his letter to the Romans says: 
“Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, 
but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser 
than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but 
take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it 
is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably 
with all” (Rom. 12:15-18). Yes, let us be the heralds of 
peace and harmony in the world. 

Pope Francis exhorts us to show mercy and 
“include others in our life, rather than becoming 
“closed within ourselves and our egotistical safety”. 
For Pope Francis, inclusion is an “aspect of mercy”,  it 
impels us to reach out to everyone without regard for 
social conditions, language, race culture, or religion.

Anugrah Joseph CST
I B.Th.

JOURNEYING TOGETHER

The Church is called to journey together with 
Christ. Our life is a journey. We are not journeying 

alone, but together. As Christians, this “journeying 
together” is our identity, which progresses through 
communion and fraternity.    Jesus invites the Church 
to see all people, irrespective of their religion, 

caste, sex, and other apparent differences through 

His merciful eyes. For him, all were equal- sinners, 
tax collectors, prostitutes, and the poor p, St Paul 

succinctly summarizes how Jesus Christ transcended 
the walls of separation that existed among the people 

of His time, saying: “There is no longer Jew or Greek, 
there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer 

male and female, for all of you are one in Christ Jesus” 
(Gal. 3:28).

India, our country,  is well known for its 
diversity. The hallmark of India is her unity in diversity. 
The Church in  India has a great role to play in the 
context of the immense diversity that exists in the 
country.  The Indian Church must devise ways to build 
an inclusive Church, that offers a place to all men and 

women. The Church has to find ways for a healthy 
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Ravibhushan Kumar SJ
I B.Th.

CRIB:  A SYMBOL OF SYNODALITY

The Christmas festival brings a lot of joy, peace and 
sharing. The Christmas celebrations are never 

complete without the crib and the  Christmas tree. 

The nativity scene is the focus of Christmas which 
reminds all of us of the birth of Jesus; thus proclaiming 
the “Good News” of salvation to all humankind. In 
the gospel of Luke and Mathew, there are various 

characters, for instance, shepherds, sheep, cows, 

donkeys, mountains, angels, stars magi, King Herod, 
camels and oxen,  etc. other than Mother Mary, 
Baby Jesus and her husband  Joseph. Thus, the whole 
universe is displayed in and through a small manger. 

I recall the experiences of my childhood days 
when we would look forward to the  Christmas 

season. We would feel quite bright and cheery. 
Working together in preparation for the Christmas 
celebration in a festive mood was nothing less than 

a magical gusto. We would share the bliss of it by 
distributing cakes,  singing angelic carols, sharing and 

enjoying sumptuous meals and finally proclaiming the 
birth of infant Jesus to our neighbours. 

As I do my theology at Vidyajyoti, I comprehend 
the deeper meaning of the crib and the spiritual 

aroma of joy and peace that enfolds it. The crib for 
me is a symbol that leads me to an experience of 
hope and communion with the universal church and 

quintessentially, union with Jesus Christ. This must have 

been the experience of the early Christian churches 
prominently in their infancy stage.  Therefore, I see 
the crib as a symbol and a call that invites us to re-
live that experience. I take the liberty to express 
my thoughts as to how the crib can be a symbol of 
spiritual experiences. 

The letter of Pope Francis on Synodality 
emphasises “journeying together”. The crib displays 
this idea of togetherness.   In the nativity narrative of 

the synoptic gospels, we see that Mary and Joseph walk 
together to Bethlehem where  Baby Jesus is born. The 
situation is adverse - Mary is in the pain of birth pangs 
and Joseph is anxious about the safety of the child 
and his mother - but together they share each other’s 
pain. The star, shepherd and sheep journey together 
to see the newborn saviour and they share peace and 
joy. The wise men are looking for the baby king to 
pay homage to. Even the soldiers of King Herod are 
hunting for the child to finish him off. All of them are 
united in their purpose as far as seeking the newborn 

child is concerned; although the ultimate goal may be 
different.  

For the early Christians, this journeying 
together was actualised in living out the values that 

Jesus taught. The non-Christians would admire the 

followers of Christ and wonder how they were united 
and had everything in common. No one needed 
anything more than they required (Acts 2:43-45). They 
respected and loved one another. This does not mean 
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roads and bridges, lighting and creativity indicate the 
human mind and technological advancement. The star 

stands for the heavenly bodies. Angel links the divine 
world and humans.  There is a harmonious coexistence 

of the universe. Therefore, there is an invisible call 

for us all to protect and care for our world and its 

creature. 

The crib becomes dynamic in nature as it 
displays socio-religious- political- economical themes 
besides the nativity scene every year. The crib becomes 
meaningful and relevant as it conveys some specific 
message to the viewers. Sometimes the audience goes 

home back home with pricked consciousness that 

motivates them to stand for peace and harmony and 
promotes them in their society. It helps them to stand 
up for justice and become more humane. Many people 
can understand the meaning of God being born in a 

manger but it helps them to recognize god in the poor. 

They begin to empathise with them. The poor, on the 
other hand, begins to feel loved and accepted as God 

is one like them. The crib displays the values such as 
faith, brotherhood, respect, love, sharing and caring 

which are needed in these modern times. 

The symbolic crib will make the Christmas 
celebration more meaningful and effective. We need 
to see ourselves in the crib so that we feel the 

connection with the universe through our Saviour 

Jesus Christ. We need to participate in the mystery of 
the nativity scene. We need to listen to the Holy Spirit 
to become inclusive in our approach to fellow humans 

and creatures and journey together towards the final 
destination in Christ.  Let our Christmas be a venture 
of journeying together to spread the Kingdom of God 
in this world.

that there were no problems. They faced immense 
persecution from the Roman emperors and citizens, 
yet they remained united with one another and with 
God. There were misunderstandings among them but 

they did not break away from their relationship with 
the People of God. They were firm in their conviction 
and suffered martyrdom, setting an example for us to 
“walk together” in trust and confidence in the Lord. 
Thus, there is an invitation for us all to be synodal in 
our attitude and approach. 

All the characters in the crib are seekers of a 

saviour in some way. We all are pilgrims in this world 
and are seeking our salvation. We journey together 
with the cosmos towards the final destination. In 
this journey what we need is the assistance of the 
Holy Spirit. The shepherds listen to the “Good News” 
announced by the angel and go for it. The wise men 
study the star and follow it. Joseph hears the voice of 
an angel in his dream and obeys it. Mary accepts the 
invitation of the angel Gabriel to play a role in the 
salvific story. 

Pope Francis’s enterprise to initiate the 

Synodality in the Church is to revive and reimagine 
the Spirit-led community where there is a communion 
of minds and hearts. This union casts away all kinds of 
discrimination and promotes brotherhood, love and 

service and unity as expounded by St. Paul:  “There 
is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave 

or free, there is longer male or female, for you are 
one in Christ” (Gal. 3:27-28). This does not imply 
uniformity, but accepting variety as something valuable 
and enriching the society, as St. Paul says that there 
are varieties of activities but it is the same God who 

activates all of them in everyone (1Cor 12:6). No 
Synodality is possible without listing to scripture, 
science, and people of other faith, Adivasis, Dalits, 
women and men,  and so on. They all play a specific 
role in this universe and so accepting and listening to 

their stories will enhance our spirituality. Therefore, 
we need to promote an inclusive spirituality. 

Modern cribs include mountains, trees, modern 

technology, fountain and nature other than the biblical 
characters. Mountains, trees, and fountains represent 

nature. Sheep, ox, and camels represent the animal 

world. Baby Jesus, Mother Mary, St. Joseph, shepherds 
and wise men represent the human world. The houses, 
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Karam is one of the most important festivals 

celebrated in the Indian states of Jharkhand and 
nearby states: Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 
Odisha, West Bengal, and Assam. This festival is 
mostly celebrated by the Oraon Tribe. Significantly, it 
is a spiritual and religious festival associated with the 

harvest, which is symbolized through a Karam tree, 
which is worshipped as Karam Devta. This day is also 
important for the brothers and sisters as the sisters 

pray for the well-being of their brothers. Karam is 
an integral part of the tribal community of various 
states. As per the legends, Karam Devta is believed 
to be the god of wealth and fertility. This is how the 
tribal worship God who is the creator. He is the one 
who protects us from all evil. 

There is a great legend behind this festival. 

There were seven brothers busy in agriculture work. 
Their wives used to bring lunch to the field daily. 
One day it happened that their wives did not bring 
lunch and they were hungry. In the evening with 
empty stomachs, they returned home and found 
their wives dancing and singing near a branch of the 

Karam tree in the courtyard. They became furious, 
snatched the Karam branch, and threw it into the 
river. The Karam deity was thus insulted as a result; 
the economic condition of their family became 
worst. One day they narrated this incident to the 
Brahman (village priest) and on hearing it, he told 

them that the Karam Rani is angry with what you 
have done. The seven brothers went in search of the 

Karam Rani and one day they found the tree. They 
started worshipping it and thereafter, their economic 

condition started improving. It can be associated with 
the Old Testament how God saved Israelites from 
Egypt, yet they lacked faith and they thought God 
was unjust. God chose many prophets and Kings to 
rebuild his covenantal relationship with His people. 
Finally, God sent his only begotten son to fulfil the 

promise, made to Abraham. It is accomplished by 
Jesus through His passion, death and resurrection. 

To keep up this legend, on 27 October 2022, 
with the guidance of Fr. Millianus Beck, in charge of 

Chhotikalisiya and with the support of Fr. Rector 
and community members organized Karam at 
Vidyajyoti Jesuit Residence, Delhi. It began with a 
solemn Eucharistic celebration presided over by 
Fr. Manoj Tirkey SJ. After the Holy Mass, there was 
the Karam ritual. Sch. Adesh Lakra was the Pahan 
(priest) who performed all the rituals of the Karam. 
Community members also actively took part in the 
Karam celebration. Melodious songs and dances 
were performed around the branch Karam tree. 
After lunch, there was a common dance, through 

which all shared their joy and happiness. Indeed it 
was a memorable one. 

KARAM Celebration



We had a Pastoral Reflection Session in the 
college hall on 30th September. The day’s 

main speaker was Fr Martin Puthussery SJ from ISI 
Delhi. He spoke on the theme “Migrant Assistance 
and Information Network”. It was a wonderful 
opportunity for all of us to hear from him about the 
work of Jesuits in South Asian Assistance. He briefed 
us about the new venture getting expanded gradually 
all over India. We had the pleasant surprise of knowing 

The fourth Convocation Ceremony and Annual 
Seminar of the Vidyajyoti Distance Education 

Programme in Theology (VJ-DEPTh), the flagship 
lay theology programme of Vidyajyoti College of 
Theology, Delhi, took place on November 13, 2022, 
Sunday. Most Rev. Felix Machado, the Archbishop of 
Vasai was the chief guest at the convocation ceremony, 
while Most Rev. Anil J T Couto, the Archbishop of 
Delhi delivered the keynote address. Other dignitaries 
at the ceremony included Prof. Dr P R John SJ, the 
Principal of Vidyajyoti College of Theology, Fr Nirmal 
Raj SJ, the Rector, of Vidyajyoti College of Theology, 
Fr. Hector Pinto SJ, Registrar, Vidyajyoti College of 
Theology, Mr Chinnappan, National Vice President of 
All India Catholic Union, Mrs Sandra Joseph, Principal, 
Jesus and Mary College, Delhi, Sr. Rufina, Provincial 
of Sisters of Charity, Delhi and Prof. Dr Fr. Rajkumar 
Joseph SJ, Director, VJ – DEPTh. The theme for the 
annual seminar was ‘Relevance of Ecumenism Today’. 
About seventeen graduates from different parts 

of the country received their diploma certificates 

in theology upon the completion of their diploma 
course.

Several guests, who have been closely 
associated with the VJ-DEPTh were in attendance. 
In his inaugural address, Archbishop Felix Machado, 
harping on his expertise in the field of ecumenical 
dialogue, highlighted the relevance of the same in 

contemporary society. Archbishop Anil J T Couto, 
another veteran in the field of ecumenism, traced the 
trajectory of ecumenical initiatives of the Catholic 
Church pre and post-the Second Vatican Council. He 
exhorted the audience to imbibe a spirit of ecumenism, 

which is essentially an important mission of the 
Church today. The keynote address was followed by 
a panel discussion, chaired by Mrs Gloria D’Souza, 
Mrs Sylvia Fernandes and Fr George Manimala of the 
Archdiocese of Delhi. The panel discussion witnessed 
the active participation of the graduates as well as 

the audience, who raised several relevant queries 
on ecumenism, which were addressed deftly by the 
panellists.

the network that happens behind the screen. Many 
lay collaborators are engaged in helping the migrants 
in various aspects. We learned a lot about their work 
and it was very inspiring as well. Sr. Jayseela was 
the master of the ceremony. Since the speaker was 
new to many of us, Sch Oscar Daniel gave a brief 
introduction about the speaker (Fr Martin). The vote 

of thanks was proposed at the end of the program by 
Sch. John Lepcha.

Pastoral Reflection by Fr.Martin Puthussery SJ

DEPTh - 4th Convocation Ceremony
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Webinar for Past Pupils 

Vidyajyoti organized a webinar for the past 
pupils, particularly the women theologians 

on 02 December 2022 under the guidance 
of Sr Prabina Rudum. Around 56 women 
theologians from different parts of the world actively 
participated. The Virtual Meeting emphasized on the 

theme, ‘Celebrating Vidyajyoti’s Contribution to the 
Theological Formation of Women and why does the 
Indian Church need Women Theologians?’ Fr. P.R. 
John, the principal addressed the gathering by quoting 
the words of Pope Francis, “It would be important 
to increase the number of women theologians not 

because it’s fashionable but because women bring 

a different intellectual perspective into a theology 
which can make theology more profound and more 
favourable.” 

Sr. Shalini Mulakal enlightened the group with 

her wisdom and experiences. She presented the 

contextual background of women both in India and 

The Philosophy Department of Ramjas College, 
Delhi University cordially invited Fr. P. R John SJ  as 

a guest lecturer for the seminar on 7th of November, 
2022. The topic was, ‘Does God Exist?’ Fr. P. R John 
engaged spectacle-loving students and staff through 

thematical points and a practical approach. He began 
his lecture by quoting, St. Thomas Aquinas who said 
that we can say that God is, but not who God is. 
He shared with students that it is a bigger challenge 
today if we realize that we are living in a world that 
is becoming increasingly secular or non-religious, if 
not atheistic. Regarding the experience of God in 
Christianity, he highlighted the following points - 
Christianity believes God as a Trinity of Father, Son 
and Spirit. A Christian is naturally bound to begin 
with the Biblical record (Old and New Testament) 

and the Bible as God’s self-revelation/communication, 

(Women Theologians)

in the church in the early nineteenth century. She 
remarked that even today women are not considered 
equal and are not involved in the decision-making 
process. She found Vatican II as a ray of hope for the 
church and society. As the spark fell, VJ paved the 
way for women theologians, both religious and lay. 
Sr. Margaret shared her insights on, “Why does the 
Indian Church Need Women Theologians?” She, with 
all her experiences, said that women theologians 

believe that one day they will achieve the goal that 
Jesus Christ has set for them, namely, discipleship of 
equals. It is time for them to restore their dignity, 
pride, and God-given worth and value. Mrs Grace 

skilfully moderated the session efficiently. 

written down by people inspired by God. He also 
emphasized very much the experience of Christian 
God in the given context of the world, through the 

joys and sufferings of the poor, the abandoned and 
so on. Students interacted with Father after his 

deliberations. Prof. Manoj Kumar, the principal of 
the college and Dr Mausami Bose, the Head of the 
Department (philosophy) highly appreciated his wide 
range of knowledge and experience.

Lecture by Fr. P. R. John at Ramjas College, New Delhi
‘Does God Exist?’ - Experiencing God in Christianity
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Vidyajyoti Institute of Religious Studies hosted 
Balmela 2022 on December 11, 2022, Sunday, 

which witnessed the active participation of children, 

volunteers and the students of Vidyjyoti. This edition 
of Balmela assumed special significance as it took 
place after a brief lull of two years, caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. About 260 children and 40 
volunteers from as many as six different centres 
participated in the Balmela. The theme of Balmela 

2022 was ‘Ughtha Bachpan, Ubhartha Nagarik’, which 
can be roughly translated as ‘Citizenry Blossoms 
as Children are Empowered’. Apart from allowing 
children from less-privileged backgrounds to spend a 

day in fun and frolic, the Balmela also sought to instil 
in them ideals of harmony, fraternity, brotherhood 
and secularism. Fr. Jagnathan Dayal SJ, the superior 
of Sahayog Jesuit community inaugurated Balmela 
2022 during the inaugural ceremony. He exhorted 
the children to make the best use of the day and to 
devote themselves to the service of nation-building. 

The inaugural ceremony was immediately followed 
by the ‘stall games’, which lasted for about two hours, 
during which time all the participating children 

enthusiastically took part in the games and won 
several prizes. The scholastics had arranged fifteen 
stall games for children. All the winners of the games 

were given attractive prizes, much to their happiness. 

Sch Alok Ekka delivered a motivational talk to the 
children after the stall games, which was immediately 

Balmela - 2022

followed by lunch and the valedictory function. Dr 
Daisy Panna was the chief guest for the valedictory 
function. In her message, Dr Daisy Panna exhorted the 
children to grow up as healthy citizens of tomorrow. 
The cultural extravaganza which took place during 

the valedictory ceremony was the highlight of the day, 
with children performing several items such as dance 

and skit. The winners of the painting competition, 

which was conducted in their respective centres, 

were given prizes. The paintings of the children were 

displayed for all to admire along the adjoining wall of 
the venue. The children departed for their respective 

centres by around 4.30 pm, after having spent a 
wonderful in the company of their friends, and with 
sacs full of gifts and sweet memories. 
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On 15th of December, Vidajyoti organized 
Pre-Christmas Celebration. There was a reflective 
session on,  ‘Jesus, the humanist and Revolutionary.’ 

The session was engaging and interesting, thanks to 

Mr Harsh Mander, the renowned social activist and 
also thanks to Sr Prabina for moderating the session. 

He shared the context of India in depth. “Who do 
you say I am?” was a question asked by Jesus to 
his closest followers, the disciples. I guess he was 
expecting a personal and experiential answer from 

them. All the followers of Jesus have to answer this 

fundamental question or grow in answering it. The 
advent or Christmas season creates an ambience to 

dive deeper into answering this question. Mr Harsh 
Mander, the chief guest of the event, unfolded his 

answer to us with the background of his experiences 

and in an Indian context. He never fails to inspire us, 
be it with his words or his life. He was authentic in 
recognising Jesus as the Humanist (Compassionate 
and Radical lover) and Revolutionary (unwilling to 
give in to injustice) because Mr Harsh himself has paid 
the price and is still paying the price in answering to 
his vocation of being a true human being, without the 

On the occasion of the Jubilee year, a quiz 
competition was organized for all the students 

and staff of the college. The quiz was based on the 
history of Vidyajyoti. The quiz competition took place 
on the 13th of December, 2022 in the VJ college hall. 
Prior to the actual day of the quiz, the students and 
the staff were divided into 5 groups. The groups 

were named after the late professors of theology 
who extensively contributed to the college, namely 
Samuel Rayan, Paddy Meagher, Gispert Sauch, 

Arokiasamy, and Paulose.  They were introduced 
and provided with reference materials based on the 

history of Vidyajyoti, which included many sections 
and reflecting the different phases that have shaped 
the theologate as it exists today. 

Phase 1:  The theologate in Asansol

Phase 2: The theologate in Kurseong

Phase 3: The theologate in Delhi

Phase 4: The regional theologates as extension   
centers of Vidyajyoti

Pre-Christmas Celebration

fear of hell or a desire for heaven. He presented to us 
the parallel realities of Nazi Germany and India today. 
He challenged us with questions like ‘What was the 
role of the Church during Nazi Germany? and ‘What 
is the role of the Church in India today, where the 
existence of minorities is under threat?’

He nudged us to be like Fr Stan Swamy and 
not to be mere spectators but to be part of people’s 

struggles in claiming their human rights. ‘Long live 
Constitution! Long live love!’ were the slogans 
echoing from the heartbeats of Mr Harsh.  We were 
encouraged to dispel the darkness with light, hatred 

with love and be the true follower of Jesus, the 

humanist and Revolutionary.

There were many integral elements which are 
part and parcel of the current period of the college’s 

presence in Delhi. In which were the VIDYAJYOTI 
JOURNAL OF THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION 
(VJTR), Vidyajyoti Distance Education Programme in 
Theology (VJ-DEPTh), Vidyajyoti Institute of Religious 
Studies, Islamic Section (VIDIS) VJ Library. There was 
an extensive section on the paintings of Mr. Jyoti Sahi 
which is closely associated with VJ college. 

The quiz was an occasion for knowing the 
history of Vidyajyoti and be proud of our roots. This 
experience of knowing our history gave the students 
as well as the staff enough food for thought and 

knowing the rich legacy of VJ’s history in the process 
of theologizing in the context. 

VJ JUBILEE QUIZ
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A small boy named Vishu, around seven years old, sat 
on a wooden bench with his mother, leaning his back 

slightly on the bench. His two little legs were dangling 
and moved rhythmically along with the chirpings of a 
bird perched on a nearby coconut tree. Occasionally, 
the bird looked at him and chirped even louder, 

inviting him to sing along.  Across the road, there was 

a pond and all the cattle of the village used to drink 

from there. The surroundings around the pond were 

covered with some wildflowers. There were also some 
pink water lilies which were Vishu’s favourite. 

The little boy Vishu looked at the flowers 
admiringly, as he sat there. He was wearing a red 
woollen sweater and a red winter cap which his 

mother had knit for him to wear on special occasions.  

And if fact, today was a special day for him. Last Monday 
his best friend Grace, who studied in a convent school 

in the nearby town, had promised to take him to his 
school to see the Pre-Christmas celebration. Vishu 

had eagerly waited for the day to arrive and today he 
was excited that finally, he would see the Baby, Jesus. 

As Vishu sat on the bench and waited for Grace, 

his right hand was constantly searching for something 
in his pocket. Occasionally, his eyes lighted up and he 
smiled as if he found some treasure. His friend Grace 
had told him that on Christmas, three kings from 

faraway places come with precious gifts to see baby 
Jesus. Vishu too wanted to gift something. He carried 
a Kaju Barfi which his father had brought home last 
night. He had saved one and wanted to give it to baby 
Jesus.

After about five minutes of waiting, Grace arrived 
with his mother. Vishu quickly ran across the road 
and plucked a lily. Both friends held their hands and 
merrily walked towards the school a little ahead of 
their mothers. The mothers looked at the children and 

smiled. Tears of happiness rolled down their cheeks as 

they were reminded of their childhood. On a fine day 
like this, they too had walked their most memorable 
walks on the same road holding each other’s hands. 

They relived their childhood in their children.   

STORY A WALK
Roshan Topno SJ

I B.Th.

Memorable Walk
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Jesus’ birth and death took place outside His country. 
He was deemed an outsider by His own people. 

We read in the Bible, ‘He came to what was his own, 
and His people did not accept him’ (Jn 1: 11). Jesus 
was harassed, hounded and hunted His entire life. 
He experienced poverty and disgrace; He was born 
in a manger surrounded by ordinary shepherds; He 
humbled Himself and accepted everything that came 
His way. Despite His umpteen number of signs and 
symbols, He wasn’t recognized by the authorities of 
His time. 

While Jesus’ life makes one feel wonderstruck, it 
simultaneously challenges him/herself to live his/her 
life the way Jesus did. It invites the 
person to be more compassionate 

and loving than what s/he is now. 
He had tremendous affection and 
compassion for the least, the last and 

the lost because He had undergone 
such pain in His life. He knows what 
happens to one’s inner soul when 

one is rejected socially. Compassion is not about 
what one feels towards the other, rather about what 

one can do for the other. Jesus goes out of His way 
to reach out to the neglected in the society. In this 
regard, the neglected of the 21st century are the 
poor, the Dalits, the slum dwellers and the migrants; 
it is with them we must identify ourselves and be the 
true followers of Christ. I was moved with sympathy 
when I visited the slum dwellers living in Jehangirpuri 
E block, Delhi. They live in utter poverty and all the 
children there, irrespective of the age, suffer from 

some illness. Their life is very much shaped by the 
cultural and political context of Delhi, meaning they 
are considered ‘outsiders’. Nevertheless, as a true 

believer and follower of Christ, I would like to identify 
myself with them and witness the suffering Jesus there. 

St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta identified Jesus 
among the poorest of the poor. In her prayer, she heard 
the voice of Jesus saying, ‘I Thirst.’ Jesus continues to 
be recognized among the unaccepted, the rejected 
and the misfortune. Jesus is simultaneously fully human 
and fully divine. He rejoices when people rejoice and 

suffers when people suffer; in the movement of the 
people, He participates. Jesus protests on the Cross as 
expressed by Claudia M. Note in the article, ‘Theology 
of the Cross.’ In my opinion, He is the first one to 
protest on the Cross and yes, His approaches are very 
much radical.

Jesus as an outsider brought out a revolutionary 
approach to His community. He toppled the entire 
system and broke the binaries which chained people 
from loving and recognizing the dignity of the other 
person. He brought all under one umbrella as children 
of God. He stood for those who were considered 
less-fortunate and thrown out by the society. He met 

people from all walks of life - lepers, blind 

peoples, women, the lame, the crippled 

and the sinners – and liberated them 

by healing them. He unconditionally 
showered His love on those who were 
considered unworthy, unclean and 
unacceptable by the society. Yes! Jesus 
lived by His conviction that God loves 

the world.

Whenever a war is waged or a violence is 
instigated, it is Jesus who bleeds for it. It is He who 
gives life to us. St. Paul says we are all washed in His 
blood and His blood gives us life. Though He was born 
an outsider, He sacrificed His life to bring back the 
people to God as one human family. For, all humans 
share the divine nature of God (Rm 3: 21-26).

Jesus is the manifestation of God’s self – the 

loving and forgiving self – to us. Every one of us is 
invited to learn from Jesus’ birth to welcome and 

accept the unaccepted and the rejected of the society. 
For, Jesus’ birth is the expression of God’s love for 

humanity. Let humanity celebrate the love of God in 
our life by becoming more humane to each other in 
this rapidly growing selfish world. Yes! “Love is a sweet 
word, but sweeter the deed,” says St. Augustine. Jesus 
is an outsider and it is on the outside each one of 

us is chosen, called and commissioned to make our 

home with Him. It is on the outside we are invited to 
encounter everyone as brothers and sisters in Jesus 
Christ.

CHRISTMAS

JESUS, THE OUTSIDER
Oscar Daniel Raj SJ

II B.Th

Jesus continues to be 
recognized among 
the unaccepted, the 

rejected and the 
misfortune. 
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The omnipresence of God is undoubtable, 

regardless of the existence of different religious 

faith. God is present everywhere. He is present in 
people. God continues to reveal. The Revelation of 
God and his presence happens every time. God reveals 
himself in varied manners through nature and persons. 

The incarnation is the culmination of the revelation of 

God to humans in a personal manner. God became 

a person. In Jesus, we could and can see God as a 
person. He became human so that we could see God 
in every human face. Christmas is all about seeing God 
in the other. In a special way, ‘the Other’ includes the 
neglected, rejected, marginalized, poor, and oppressed. 

In our human nature, we judge people by their 
looks. We fail to see the image and likeness of God in 
the other. We limit our horizons. We can give Christ to 
others only when we see Christ in others. Realization 
of the presence of God in others, our neighbor is the 

predisposition for the spread of the good news, the 

Christmas message. 

Our prideful intellect keeps us away 
from ground reality seeing the real picture, 
the real face of Christ, the incarnation of God. 

Our own prejudices come our way as a block 
which disconnects us from our brothers and 

sisters. Prejudice closes our relationship with 
the person and there is no chance of getting to 

know the person further. Often God appears 

before us in the person of our fellowmen. 

Since we have classified our least brethren into 
definite categories it is impossible to become 
aware of God who is born in front of us and 

confronts us in those fellowmen.  

With our technological advancement over 
the years, it is a continual temptation for human 
beings to build complex organizations that get 

too high; Too many layers; Not local enough; 
Not distributed enough; Too separate from 
the people we serve. The story of the Tower 
of Babel is an example. In trying to reach high, 
we blind ourselves to the people in the foothill, 

who were trampled upon by injustice, victims 

of the denial of their basic rights and needs. 

There is no place for people of goodwill to meet 

and engage in constructive dialogue. It is all about 
mask, rationalization- a post- hoc rationalization for 

pretention and power. This approach obliterates our 

chance of recognizing the revelation of God among 

our own. We run towards the aggrandizement of our 
own by neglecting the original purpose of our vocation 
as human beings, that is to live together as partakers 

of this revelation of God.

Pope Francis’ invitation for the Synodal process 
ignites us to walk together in our recognition and 

realization of God present in ‘the Other’. This walking 

together demands our non-judgmental, compassionate, 
merciful approach towards our neighbor. The joy of 
Christmas can be realistic only when we begin to see 
the incarnate God in the face of the other, not just in 
the man-made cribs.

CHRISTMAS

SEEING GOD IN THE OTHER
Anish Raj SJ

II B.Th
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present time. Therefore, he deserves our thanks and 

appreciation for being an instrument of liberation. 

The whole earth is mine. (EX 19:5). The Land 
is a gift for tribals to take care. Israelites longed for 
the promised land from the wilderness for forty 
years, wondering how to reach it with the guidance of 
God. Likewise, Adivasis came from different countries 
and domains to the Promised land of the present. 

Khuntkatti and the Bhuinhari land is the promised land. 
Thus, they give great respect and consider it sacred 

because it is a gift from God. God is 

the owner of the Land so He engaged 
human beings in the task of taking care 

of the land. The land is sacred to them. 

It is the land that gives them an identity. 
Adivasis have received land from their 

ancestors and ancestors from the 

Supreme Being to till the earth.

He believed that catholic 
missionary work in Chotanagpur had 
to go hand in hand with a struggle 

for social justice and the uplift of the 
communities. His work also shows 

the validity of the social teaching of the church for 
missionaries as restated by Vatican Council II. 

In the Encyclical Laudato Si, Pope Francis 
relates the earth’s cry with the poor’s cry. The Synod 
of Bishops of 1985 puts it this way: “today in fact, 
everywhere in the world we witness an increase in 
hunger, oppression, injustice, war, suffering, terrorism, 
and other forms of violence.” Long ago, Pope Leo 
XIII, in his encyclical Rerum Novarum of 1891 gave 
a message to support the needs of others, leading to 

empowerment and self-sufficiency. Hence, Hoffmann 
did wonderful work in protecting the tribals’ land 

because the land is an identity for the tribals. If their 
land is taken their identity is also taken. Fr. Hofffmann 
had well understood the needs of the tribals, and 

their situations of oppression, injustice, and suffering. 
Accordingly, he was able to act day by day very 
cleverly to protect the life of tribals from the clutches 
of landlords.

Nelson SJ
III B.Th

Fr. John Baptist Hoffman was a great missionary 
all the way coming from Germany. He came to 

Chotanagpur in 1892 to be a missionary but he did not 
limit himself only to the spiritual ministry but became 
part of people’s struggles. Since the tribals were being 

exploited by the kings and Zamindars. 
Fr. Hoffman did a lot of liberative action 
for the tribals.

Liberation aims to bring peace, 
hope, love, economic justice, solidarity, 
and awareness among poor people in 

the human society. Hence, Gustavo 
Gutiérrez a Liberation theologian says, 
“God resides amongst the suffering, 
hungry and poor.” Hoffmann being 
a priest in the Catholic Church 

committed himself and stood with the 

tribals in their time of suffering, and 

slavery. By Fr. Hoffmann’s very actions, 
we can understand that the aim of liberation for the 

Chotanagpur tribals was fulfilled. Fr. Hoffmann was 
very happy after completing the draft of writing the 
Chota Nagpur Tenancy.  

God gave a decalogue to Moses to follow and 

live life accordingly. Hoffmann composed 16 volumes 
on Mundari language, culture, tradition, and ways of 
life. “Moses faced problems and hardships as he led 
the Israelites during the exodus There was a Lack 
of water and food for the Israelites. There were 
Complaints and grumbling by the Israelites refusing to 
listen to Moses.” A similar condition was found among 

the Chotanagpur tribals. Hoffmann too went through 
struggles and hardships while doing mission work in 

Chotanagpur. During the exile, Israel continued to 
experience God’s accompanying presence. Tribals 
also continue to experience God’s accompanying 
presence in the liberating act of Fr. Hoffmann. Hence, 
Fr. Hoffmann became an instrument in liberating 
acts. Indeed, his actions are very much visible at 

FR. J.B. HOFFMANN AN INSTRUMENT OF 

LIBERATION FOR CHOTANAGPUR TRIBALS
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Came down and was born the love divine

Appeared stars and angels as a sacred sign

A spiritual time is found to be thankful

For the greatest blessings showered to be 
hopeful

A long walk through this winter season

Causing excitement and a celebrative mood for a 
reason

With cherry red face and smoky cold

Descends the baby Jesus, with gloves I hold

No more darkness as was out of sight

Which took place at an early light

Jumped up and down to disprove it is a dream

Did dancing, and shouting with joy as a team

With awful eyes seeing the universal peace

Failing to approach worries and stress which 

slowly cease

Experiencing rich consolations, I continue with 
deep amaze

With zero desolations and distractions fixed in a 
steadfast gaze

My soul with a cheerful mood makes music sweet

The entire cosmos hears, and does greet

Wish you a golden Christmas and let us all sing

As today is the birthday of our king.

Amalraj SJ
III B.Th

A MERRY CHRISTMAS FEEL


