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VJ Today team is immensely happy and delighted to come up with this new issue for the 
academic year 2022-23. This academic year is very special for the VJ family as it marks 50 years of 

its vibrant presence in Delhi. It has not only imparted the knowledge of the Scripture and Tradition of the Church 
to the students but also made them reflect on the gospel teachings in their lives. Vidyajyoti, Institute of Religious 
Studies, Delhi always brings the text to the context. It makes the world a classroom as rightly expressed by Fr. T.K 
John SJ, former principal of  Vidyajyoti, Institute of Religious Studies.  As we go through the experience of knowing 
our God more and more, it is a constant search and a daily calling to identify Him in the midst of the cultural, 
economic and political context of the society.  The story of Israel is the story of our people in India. People here 
undergo various kinds of traumatic experiences in their lives. They are pulled and dragged into this chaotic world. 
In every corner of our country, there is a cry for peace, justice, equality, human rights, freedom of expression and 
so on. In this given context of our country, VJ Today issue – 16 is reflecting on the theme, ‘Theology at the Service 
of Kerygma.’

Fr. John Chathanatt SJ says in the interview that kerygma is the proclamation of salvation and then he goes 
on to reflect from the perspectives of the Old Testament and New Testament. Saving souls has been the mission 
of our God and He does it in and through you and me. Delhi city is a place of happening. Delhi represents every 
section of people in society. It is where the power resides and the poor survives. It is where the voice is raised and 
the voice is silenced. It is where God suffers and God liberates. It is where all of us are called to bring the text to 
context and respond to the revelation of God in faith. Fr. George Beck points out in his article that we are called 
to share the struggle and pain of the people and enable them to fulfil their aspirations and dreams in their lives. 
The Students of Vidyajyoti are doing theology which invites us to contextualize our theological reflection. It is to 
critically analyze the happenings of the society in terms of cultural, political, and economic aspects and it is done 
in the light of the gospel. This is how theology takes place at the service of ‘kerygma.’

In VJ Today – 16th issue, various writers have shared their views, ideas and reflections in the light of the 
theme, ‘Theology at the service of Kerygma.’ On behalf of the VJ Today team, I would like to express my sentiments 
of gratitude to all of them for taking their time out to put down their thoughts and reflections. I am sure that it 
would take us to reflect and to act to the need of the hour as we journey in the jubilee year of  Vidyajyoti, 2022-23. 
I also wish all our readers a pleasant reading.

EDITORIALSch. Oscar SJ
(II B.Th)
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HOMILY OF H.E. THE APOSTOLIC NUNCIO, ABP. LEOPOLDO GIRELLI
VIDYAJYOTI INSTITUTE OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES (FACULTY OF THEOLOGY)

11 JULY 2022, 11.00 AM

Principal’s Desk

Respected Rector Fr Nirmalraj, Registrar Fr Hector Pinto, staff colleagues, technical 
and administrative staff, students and dear newcomers, a warm welcome to each and every one of you. 
At the outset I would like to thank Cardinal Giuseppe  Versaldi, Prefect of the Congregation for Catholic 
Education, Rome for approving the Statutes of  Vidyajyoti Institute of Religious Studies, Faculty of Theology, 
Delhi (04 March 2022). 

We have begun this Jubilee Academic Year with a great desire of – “Theology at the service of 
Kerygma” – with the celebration of the Holy Eucharist presided over by His Excellency Archbishop 
Leopoldo Girelli,  Apostolic Nuncio to India and Nepal, His Grace Anil J. T. Couto, Metropolitan Archbishop 
of Delhi, Bishop Deepak Valerian Tauro,  Auxiliary Bishop of Delhi, Fr Stanislaus D’Souza, President, JCSA and 
Vice-chancellor of Vidyajyoti Institute of Religious Studies Faculty of Theology.  We thank them immensely. 

This year, Fr. Vinay Kumar Ekka left to Kodaikanal to attend the last stage of formation, namely 
Tertianship. He will return to the Faculty in January 2023. I place on record the commendable services 
rendered by him to the Faculty in updating the Statues of Vidyajyoti Institute of Religious Studies, Faculty 
of Theology.  Fr. Anil D’ Almeida joined the Faculty in February 2022 after completing Phd studies in 
Indology in Boston, United States of America. 

 This year we have 110 students enrolled in the College and three JFCT (Arul Kadal, Tarunoday and 
Jnana Jyoti) students joined as the transferees to Vidyajyoti and are admitted in BTh.  VJ is a Catholic Jesuit 
theology faculty, an identity we embrace proudly and believe to be an essential source of wisdom and 
strength for our mission.  At the same time, VJ is an ecumenical, intercultural, and interreligious community 
that holds Jesus Christ as the center of our life together. The importance of the intellectual preparation 
of the student for the ministry is the reason for the existence of VJ. Now, as students of theology your 
vocation is to do theology; and to do it diligently, in accordance with the apostolic injunction: “Whatsoever 
you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord.” It is precisely for this that you are students of theology. This is your 
duty (dharma) to Jesus and his kingdom vision. 

A vital part of the learning experience at VJ isn’t only confined to VJ campus. The world itself is our 
classroom, and students extend their learning in many locations in Delhi, National Capital Region through 
field experiences, and direct contact with the urban poor: slum dwellers, rickshaw pullers, children on 
the street, domestic working women, dharnas, visiting the prison, pilgrimages, and academic exchange 
programmes. The essence of VJ is an impulse towards innovation and transformation. 

The development of a quality educational system largely lies on the committed members of the 
faculty, quality infrastructure, supportive administration, large pool of learning resources and last but not 
the least, hardworking and brilliant students. You will be glad to hear that our college primarily focuses 
on making our students good human beings to be at the service of humankind, especially embracing the 
poor and the needy. 

Finally, I appeal to all of you to make your stay at Vidyajyoti and in Delhi a fruitful one, a meaningful 
one, and a beneficial one. Many and great are the challenges before us. However, with the grace of God 
and our generous cooperation, we can dare. May I commend all of us to the maternal care of our Blessed 
Virgin Mary! Thank you. 

PRINCIPAL’S INAUGURAL ADDRESS
PR John SJ
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Your Grace, Most Rev. Anil Couto, Archbishop 
of Delhi, Your Lordship, Rt. Rev. Deepak Tauro, 

Auxiliary Bishop of Delhi, Rev. Stanislaus D’Souza, S.J., 
President, Jesuit Conference of South Asia (JSCA), Rev. 
P.R. John, S.J., Principal of Vidyajyoti, Institute of Religious 
Studies, Rev. Nirmal Raj, S.J., Rector, Staff and Students 
of  Vidyajyoti, Institute of Religious Studies, Rev. Fathers, 
brothers, sisters and lay faithful in Our Lord Jesus Christ,

I am truly glad to be present at the Vidyajyoti 
Institute of Religious Studies and celebrate Holy Mass 
for you on the occasion of the inauguration of the 
Jubilee Academic year 2022-2023, as Vidyajyoti enters 
its 50th year in Delhi in the service of the people of 
God. At the very outset, I express my gratitude to the 
Principal, Rector, Staff and Students of your College for 
your dedication and commitment in promoting integral 
and value based education and building the common 
good in society. 

You have chosen as your theme for the Holy 
Eucharist as “Theology at the Service of Kerygma”, 
which is so relevant in our times. The need of the 
hour is to proclaim Christ and his Kingdom. As the 

document, Evangelii Nuntiandi instructs us ‘there is no 
true evangelization if the name, the teaching, the life, 
the promises, the Kingdom and the mystery of Jesus 
of Nazareth, the Son of God are not proclaimed’. The 
Good News proclaimed by the witness of life sooner or 
later has to be proclaimed by the word of life (St. Paul VI, 
Evangelii Nuntiandi, no. 22). God is opening before the 
Church the horizons of a humanity more fully prepared 
for the sowing of the Gospel. … No believer in Christ, 
no institution of the Church can avoid this supreme 

HOMILY OF H.E. THE APOSTOLIC NUNCIO, ABP. LEOPOLDO GIRELLI
VIDYAJYOTI INSTITUTE OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES (FACULTY OF THEOLOGY)

11 JULY 2022, 11.00 AM
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duty: to proclaim Christ to all peoples (Redemptoris 
Missio,no. 3).

All our theological studies should eventually 
prepare us to become effective proclaimers of Gospel 
in word and deed. In Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis 
clearly affirmed: The proclamation of the Gospel will be 
a basis for restoring the dignity of human life in these 
contexts, for Jesus desires to pour out an abundance 
of life upon our cities (cf. Jn 10:10). The unified and 
complete sense of human life that the Gospel proposes 
is the best remedy for the ills of our cities… To live our 
human life to the fullest and to meet every challenge as 
a leaven of Gospel witness in every culture and in every 
city will make us better Christians and bear fruit in our 
cities (Evangelii Gaudium, no. 75).

I was happy to learn that your institute has 
11 resident teaching staff, 101 students pursuing the 
Bachelors of Theology, 5 doing a Diploma in Theology, 
and 12 students doing their Masters in Theology 
programme. Your students are assigned fieldwork, 
with special emphasis on outreach to the marginalized, 
and this helps them not only in 
their theological and pastoral 
reflection, but also forms them 
into holistic human persons.   

The first reading taken 
from the First Letter to the 
Corinthians, clearly tells us that 
the proclamation of the Gospel 
is the priority in the life of 
Christians. “The Church’s mission 
is to proclaim the Kingdom of 
God established on earth in 
Jesus Christ, through his life, death and resurrection, as 
God’s decisive and universal offer of salvation to the 
world” (Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, 
Dialogue and Proclamation, no. 58). “The Church’s 
mission of spreading the Gospel not only demands 
that the Good News be preached ever more widely 
and to ever greater numbers of men and women, but 
that the very power of the Gospel should permeate 
thought patterns, standards of judgment, and norms of 
behaviour. In a word, it is necessary that the whole of 
human culture be steeped in the Gospel” (Pope Francis, 
Veritatis Gaudium, 2018).

The Gospel passage taken from St. Luke today 

unfolds the inaugural address of Jesus in the synagogue 
in Nazareth. It gives us a manifesto for our Christian 
mission with a rich biblical and theological framework. 
It explains to us Jesus’ own priorities, and shows how 
he understood his specific role within God’s mission. 
God’s mission has a universal scope and transcends 
every ethnic, cultural, and social barrier. It clearly tells 
us that Jesus has come to show us the way to the 
Father, by building bridges of communion with people 
and breaking barriers of various divisions. His mission 
on earth indicates his priority to bring good news to 
the poor, to proclaim release to the captives, recovery 
to the blind and to set free those who are oppressed. 

“The kingdom of God is meant for all humankind, 
and all people are called to become members of it. To 
emphasize this fact, Jesus drew especially near to those 
on the margins of society, and showed them special 
favor in announcing the Good News. At the beginning 
of his ministry he proclaimed that he was ‘anointed...
to preach good news to the poor’ (Lk 4:18). To all who 
are victims of rejection and contempt Jesus declares: 

‘Blessed are you poor’ (Lk 6:20). What is more, he 
enables such individuals to experience liberation even 
now, by being close to them, going to eat in their homes 
(cf. Lk 5:30; 15:2), treating them as equals and friends 
(cf. Lk 7:34), and making them feel loved by God, thus 
revealing his tender care for the needy and for sinners” 
(Redemptoris Missio, No. 14).

Let us then pray for grace and strength to live 
the essence of the Gospel, and have the courage to 
proclaim Christ “to the ends of the earth”. May St. 
Benedict whose memorial we celebrate today, inspire 
us to lead a life of obedience to God and follow His 
footsteps. And may Almighty God bless and protect 
each and every one of you.   - Amen.
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1. What is your understanding of the term 
‘Kerygma’? How significant has ‘Kerygma’ been 
in the development of Christianity? 

Kerygma is a Greek word. Its root meaning 
is “to address”, “to call out”, or “to summon”. In the 
scripture, it is considered as one of the key concepts for 
describing revelation. It is the proclamation of salvation. 
In the New Testament, the authors are convinced, 
through inspiration, that “salvation” is intrinsically linked 
to the “Word”.  This “word” is not just ‘information’ 
about salvation but has in itself the power to effect 
salvation. Hence, kerygma is the word or proclamation 
of salvation.

So, theologically the understanding of kerygma 
is the proclamation of the Word of salvation or 
proclamation of salvific events in Jesus Christ. Here the 
Word is not a simple sound, but it has the power to 
effect incarnation. This is why St. John begins the Gospel 
with these words, ‘In the beginning was the word, and 
the word was with God, and the word was God.’ (Jn 
1:1). And this ‘Word’ became ‘flesh’ and dwelt among us 
(Jn 1:14). 

We can speak of two types of Kerygma; Jesus 
Kerygma and Christ Kerygma. Proclamation of Jesus of 
Nazareth while on earth is known as the Jesus Kerygma, 
and the confession of the disciples and the other 
followers after the resurrection, especially, is the Christ 
Kerygma. John’s Gospel starts with Christ Kerygma. And 
then these two together form the Kerygma of Jesus 
Christ. 

Today, the Kerygma is the proclamation of 
the Christ Event – the life, preaching the mission, 
death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ. The 
proclamation has power for salvation. From early on, the 
protestants gave much importance to the proclamation 
of salvific events. In contrast, Catholics gave importance 
to reason and reflections and less time even to the 
study of scripture. Because of its overemphasis, perhaps, 
on the ‘Natural Law’ approach, the Catholic tradition 
gave less emphasis to the study of scripture – the ‘word 
of God.’ Martin Luther said once, ‘Your eye should be 
in your ears’. Catholics need to “proclaim” more about 
Jesus Christ Kerygma along with their emphasis on 
rationality and their proclamation through actions. 

2. In your view, what roles did St. Mary’s and 
Vidyajyoti play or are still playing in the service 
of Kerygma? 

St. Mary’s Theologate, Kurseong, had a different 
understanding of formation and mission. It was mainly 
the full-fledged priestly preparation for the mission, not 
in the mission. It had a narrow understanding too. The 
scholastics were well formed intellectually and spiritually 
and sent to the world for the mission, in the service 
of Kerygma, “to announce the Kingdom,”, especially 
through apostolic action. They had very little mission 
exposure on the hills and; hence lacked more profound 
experience of realities outside.  Even possibilities for real 
insertion into the very life of the people were lacking.  

The inputs of Vatican II and Fr. Pedro Arrupe’s 
insights changed the pattern and understanding of 

  INTERVIEW WITH FR. JOHN CHATHANATT, SJ BY PRAVIN JOSE SJ
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the formation and its link with the mission. The shift 
of the theologate from Kuresong to Delhi significantly 
impacted the formation of Jesuits and others. The 
living experience of people (in the slums, in jails, in 
the parishes, insertion into the cultural lives of Tribals, 
Dalits, etc.) gave Vidyajoyti, Delhi, an added experiential 
dimension in the formation itself. The possibilities of 
insertion into the day-to-day life of the Indian Social 
Institute, the Universities in Delhi, the IIC, Habitat 
Centre, a fortiori, and the Jantar Mantar gave intellectual 
and socio-cultural dimensions to the formation itself.  
The challenging question is how much are Staff and the 
students taking advantage of these opportunities. 

The Jesuits in Vidyajyoti contribute a lot to the 
service of Kerygma. More lay people are associated with 
Vidyajyoti through the correspondence study program. 
Seminars and workshops are arranged to involve even 
the people around. The staff and students are available 
for spiritual ministries in Delhi. 

3. When and how did contextual theology gain 
relevance in Vidyajyoti?

The very purpose of shifting the theologate 
from Kurseong to Delhi in 1972 was to make the 
scholastics get in touch with the realities of the world. 
Fr. Pedro Arrupe, the then General of the Society of 
Jesus, suggested shifting the Kurseong theologate to 
Delhi, where scholastics could engage in intellectual and 
social missions. Vidyajyoti helps the students experience 
the scripture and make it alive rather than just study 
it. The contextual theology of Vidyajyoti is to reflect 
critically, in the presence of God, the realities around us, 
to experience God in the scripture and to experience 
Him socially in the world outside through insertion 
into the mission. The students are given the taste of 
both intellectual and social aspects of priestly life.  And 
I feel that Vidyajyoti is doing pretty well in imparting 
contextual theology to the students to make them fully 
formed Jesuits, priests and religious people. 

4. Would you please enumerate the significant 
achievements or contributions of Vidyajyoti to 
the Church in general and the Church in India 
in particular?

In many areas, Vidyajyoti is making its 
contributions. The Vidyajyoti Journal is an excellent 
contribution to the Church in India and the world.  By 

being in Delhi, there is the possibility of giving lectures, 
workshops, conducting retreats, recollections, Sunday 
sermons, etc. Many groups take advantage of this 
opportunity. 

I could say that two significant theological 
and ‘secular’ insertions made Vidyajyoti known to 
theological and secular centres. The first one was 
the ‘EATWOT’ Conference. It was well conducted in 
Vigyan Bhavan in 1981. The world-renowned liberation 
theologians, including Gustavo Gutierrez (the Father of 
Liberation Theology), James Cone, the renowned Black 
Theologian,  Aloysius Pieries, and many other renowned 
theologians, took part in that conference.  The second 
was the secular intellectual insertion, if I may call it, that 
put Vidyajyoti into the intellectual map of Delhi.  The 
national conference by Vidyajyoti and Delhi University 
in 2004, and the South Asian Conference in 2006, on the 
theme of ‘Wounded History and Social Healing’, were 
significant events in the life of  Vidyajyoti. 

5. Looking back at the decision to shift the 

theologate from Kurseong to Delhi, what, 
according to you, are some of the advantages 
and disadvantages?

Though I have not lived in St. Mary’s theologate, I 
feel it was a great decision to shift the theologate from 
Kurseong to Delhi. Back in the hills, it was more of 
intellectual activities rather than social and experiential 
insertions contributing to the formation.  On the other 
hand, in Vidyajyoti, there are many opportunities for 
the students to develop their skills and theological 
studies. They get opportunities to mingle with university 
students and interact with people of other religions. 
They get to know the poverty as well as the richness of 
India. Vidyajyoti allows them to go beyond the text they 
read and be part and parcel of the people who stand for 
justice on the roads of Delhi, especially in Jantar Mantar. 

INTERCULTURAL EXCHANGE
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6. Could you please enlighten us about the books 
you have written?

I have written as well as edited nine books so far. 
My first book was on Gandhi and Gutierrez. This book 
came out of my PhD thesis. This book examines two 
paradigmatic figures, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
and Gustavo Gutierrez, both involved in the struggle for 
liberation in their respective contexts. Another book, 
Unto the Margins: Pope Francis and His Challenges, is 
one of my favourite books, which I presented to Pope 
Francis personally. Another book, Economic Growth, 
Democracy and Human Development, is very much 
used by University students. Wounded History: Religion, 
Conflict, Psyche and Social Healing is a co-edited book 
with Dr Manindra N. Thakur, a Professor at JNU. The 
first book came out in 2006, having a collection of papers 
presented at the Conference in 2004. A Revised Edition 
of this book has come out this year (2022). This book 
is the result of an attempt to find a structural healing 
mechanism for the woundedness of history. You can 
read the Introduction to the Revised Edition to learn 
more about this theme.   My latest book is ‘Seven and a 
Half Churches of St. Thomas.’ It is a Coffee Table book, 

mostly photographs, narrating the initial evangelizing 
work of St. Thomas, the Apostle, in India. 

7. How do you see Vidyajyoti today? What are 
your expectations from VJ?

I feel VJ is doing pretty well, yet, I think it can do 
much more in the line of the Jesuit Magis. It is doing 
well in the academic and social apostolates. Magis 
should put the fire within. Then excellence would be 
the outcome. Deeper intellectual depth coming out of 
the insertion into the personal and social experiences 
outside would actualize the vision of Pedro Arrupe.  
We are like pebbles in the water, refusing to be fully 
dissolved. We need to be like salt dissolving fully into the 
atmosphere around us! Theology should become a river. 
How do you define/describe a river? Is it the running 
flow of water or the fixed banks with the flow of water 
that makes the river? The combination of JFCTs, and 
Vidyajyoti should become like a river, finally ending up 
in the oceanic world outside, losing its identity, yet, 
enriching the ocean with its every drop and eventually 
becoming the ocean itself. St. Ignatius and Pedro Arrupe 
will be very happy with this outcome.

INTERCULTURAL EXCHANGE

On the 8th of September 2022, Dr Hamid 
Shahriari, the Secretary General of the World 

Forum for the Proximity of Islamic Schools of Thought, 
Tehran/ Iran along with his delegation visited Vidya Jyoti 
and had a conversation with the second-year students 
of Theology. The principal Fr. P.R. John, SJ and Fr. Joseph 
Victor Edwin, SJ facilitated the interaction. There was 
a brief input given by the principal about Vidyajyoti, 
Institute of Religious Studies. There were about twenty-
six participants besides the media persons. The mode 
of interaction was primarily on faith and culture and its 
relevance to individual human persons. There are quite 
a few similarities between India and Iran regarding the 
practice and choice of religion. In both these nations, there 
are religious liberties. Dr Hamid emphasized aspects of 
faith among the religions, saying that the faith cannot be 
forced upon anyone, rather different faith communities 
must lead people to accept one another in love. Faith 
doesn’t come from books alone. The selection of one’s 
welfare depends on individuals. Alike India, there is the 
coexistence of many religions in the Islamic Republic of 

Iran. It is a country of tolerance and harmony. ‘Heaven 
is associated with Welfare and Hell or Jannat with fate. 
Everybody should select his or her welfare. Nobody 
could select for the other. Ultimately, the judgement 
happens in heaven and hell; therefore, individuals are 
responsible for their destinies. Unfortunately, there are 
a few countries that siege other nations for their selfish 
gain. The true nature of religion is blurred today due 
to the religious extremists in every religion. The Islamic 
Republic of Iran believes in a defensive religious position 
than an offensive attack on other nations. The religious 
people of Iran vouch for defence actions. The Shia Muslim 
community believes in defence action and would not 
allow another county to attack. Hence, we should live in 
peace. We are not allowed to attack others. Those who 
know the real text of the holy books, the Bible and the 
Holy Quran would not propagate violence of any form. 
But understand the religion as peaceful, merciful and a 
way of living in tolerance.  It was indeed a very fruitful 
interaction among students of Vidyajyoti, Institute of 
Religious Studies, Delhi.

Sch. Ashwin Kujur SJ 
(II B.Th)
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Every year we have a POP programme in Kurseong. 
St.Mary’s is two KM from the place we stay. Every 

year we go on a pilgrimage to St.Mary’s Kurseong. 
Some scholastics shed tears when they see our old  
Theologate. Some question how we could take such 
a decision to shift the theologate to Delhi. As far as I 
know, these are some of the reasons.

a  GC 32

As they say, one Spaniard St. Ignatius founded 
the Society of Jesus, another Spaniard Fr. Pedro Arrupe 
refounded the Society. GC 32 and especially decree 4 
played a vital role to shift the theologate from Kurseong. 
“Option for the poor and promotion of justice” and 
Challenge from Fr. General inspired the Jesuits to bring 
down our Formation Houses from the hilltop.

b. Contextualize Studies

Most of our Formation Houses were situated on 
hill stations surrounded by flora and fauna, away from 
the people. We wanted to vibrate with the people,  with 
their struggles and with their aspirations. Today many 
changes are taking place in the country and we have to 
be with the people in their struggle. The capital cities are 
the best place to share their struggles and challenges.

c. For the people and with the people

After GC 32 all the GC’s speak about it. Fr. 
Arrupe said,” Men for others.”Fr. Peter Hans said,” Men 
with others.” “Men with others” (GC 34) and “Men 

in relationship with others” (GC 35). This helped the 
Jesuits to take radical steps.

d. Inculturation

Those days this was the catchword. The regional 
languages and cultures started being accomodated in 
the common houses. Liberation theology became a 
strong point.

e. Ministries

On the hilltop, there were not many opportunities 
to do different ministries. The language was the major 
problem. Many scholastics found it difficult to cope with 
the cold weather because the prime time when the 
weather was extremely good they were coming down 
to the plains.

I am fortunate to study in Vidya Jyoti and to be 
in touch with St. Mary’s Kurseong. The purpose of the 
shift is indeed fulfilled. We had good contact with the 
Professors of Delhi University. Many intellectual giants 
came and delivered their lectures. Prison ministry to 
Tihar jail, Youth ministry in Delhi and outside Delhi, 
Pastoral ministry, helping the Domestic working girls, 
Social ministry, slum ministry and working for peace and 
Justice. 

I think we have taken a good decision. It was 
a long process. Only Jesuits can take such a radical 
decision.

MY EXPERIENCE OF V.J AND WHY IT CAME 
DOWN FROM ST. MARY’S KURSEONGFr. George Beck SJ
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A SAMARITAN RESPONSE
Sch. John Vimal SJ 

(III B.Th)

The wounded person in the parable 
of Luke 10:30-37 represents the 

wounded humanity that you and I share as part of our 
Imago-Dei.  The priest and the Levite, indifferent to the 
wounded person, represent those of us who are neutral 
in situations of injustice, which undoubtedly implies that 
we have taken the side of the oppressor. Hence it is our 
moral responsibility to be a voluntarily active participant 
in the suffering of humankind.

The Samaritan response invites us to 
be a servant of humanity, but not with the 
saviour syndrome. The Samaritan response is 
all about doing, hope-giving and finding God in 
the other, whereas the priest and the Levite’s 
response is of non-doing, which reflects the 
sin of omission. How about our responses to 
the situations of injustice in our life’s mission? 
Is our response a Samaritan response?  What 
makes a response a Samaritan one? Let us 
see the characteristics of the Samaritan 
response in the following. 

1. Love of Neighbour Vs Love of God:

The love of God and of neighbour is 
the most essential in the process of one’s 
salvation.  The observance of one and the negligence 
of the other makes one unfit for redemption, which is 
revealed in the response of the priest. The difference 
between the priest and the Samaritan is that the priest 
thought, “What will happen to me if I help the wounded 
man?” Whereas the Samaritan thought, “What will 
happen to the wounded man if I don’t help him”? A 
Samaritan response calls for a thought process of other-
centeredness in the light of our love for God in our life’s 
mission.  

2. Sin of Omission Vs Sin of Commission:

The sins of commission as well as omission are a 
matter of concern in Christian spirituality. Not making 
a choice itself is a choice.  One, choosing not to be 
responsible for the other,  becomes responsible for 
all the consequences of one’s inaction. The difference 
between the Levite and the Samaritan is that the latter 
chooses to be responsible for the other/wounded, 
afflicted with structural injustice and the former chooses 

to be neutral and indifferent. A Samaritan response 
establishes our ethical responsibility which demands a 
more inclusive sense of justice and solidarity with the 
suffering. 

3. Sympathy Vs Empathy:    

Sympathy involves understanding from our 
perspectives. Empathy involves putting ourselves in the 

other person’s shoes and understanding their suffering 
without any prejudice. Empathy enables us to become 
aware of the root cause of the suffering of others, thus 
we can not only provide a charitable response but also 
a dignified response.  The Samaritan’s response is full of 
empathy as he assures the inn manager of his continual 
care and support for the wounded person. Thus the 
response of the Samaritan is  a response of empathy 
which demands us to restore the dignity of the suffering 
humanity in our words and deeds. 

Let us review and reform our perspectives on 
the love of God and neighbour, on sins of commission 
and omission and on sympathy and empathy in the light 
of the Samaritan response to the suffering of humanity. 
“The joys and the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties of 
the wo/men of this age, especially those who are poor 
or in any way afflicted, these are the joys and hopes, 
the griefs and anxieties of the followers of Christ.” 
(Gaudium Et Spes #1). 
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“AM I CHOSEN TO PROCLAIM 

THE WORD OF GOD?”
Sch. Nelson M SJ 

(III B.Th)

AS I was pondering through my 
theological formation this 

question came to my mind.  “Am I chosen to proclaim 
the word of God?” I was not able to answer the question 
at that moment. To get the answer I decided to spend 
some time in silent prayer and reading the Holy Bible. 
The book of Jeremiah Chapter. 1:5 says, “Before I formed 
you in the womb I know you, and before you were 
born, I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to 
the nation.” After reading this verse, 
again and again, I spent some time in 
silence. I felt sense of calmness, and 
serenity in my heart and mind. 

As a theology student, part of 
our study involves visit to some of the parishes, schools, 
streets, and huts. Sometimes, I had the opportunity 
to pray for the sick and old people. On Sundays, I had 
the  opportunity to give the Holy Communion to the 
old and sick people. I interacted with the youth and 
children. During my ministry, I visited many Christian 
families. I came across both happy and sorrowful feelings 
in certain cases. So many people looked for happiness 
and contentment in their life. I could understand the 
feeling of sick and old people’s suffering. They were 
very weak, tired, and broken. In my conversation with 
people, I would ask them: “How is the family life? How 
is life going on? etc. In response, they would narrate 

their bitter experiences in life. Many of them expressed 
saying, we are away from God, we don’t go for mass 
every Sunday. My sons are drunkards. They are not even 
concerned about their studies. There is no peace in the 
family. I just listened to their concern silently. 

When people spoke about their problems, a 
question popped up in my mind time and again. Why am 
I doing the ministry? Why have I left my family and home 
to serve others? Am I chosen to proclaim the Word 

of God? Being and listening to the 
different people, sick and suffering, 
young and old, deep within I’ve come 
to a realization that I am called and 
chosen by God, the creator of the 

world, to proclaim the good news of God to the needy. 

The prayer of St. Francis of Assisi touches my 
heart and often I make this prayer: “Lord, make me an 
instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me 
sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there 
is discord, union, where there is doubt, faith: where 
there is despair, hope, where there is darkness, light and 
where there is sadness, joy.” I’ve realized that God has a 
special plan for me. I am chosen to become the servant 
of God. I am called to proclaim the message of God’s 
love and bring healing to this broken world. I’m called to 
be at the service of the poor and marginalized in society.

“Lord, make me an 

instrument of your 

peace”
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“AM I CHOSEN TO PROCLAIM 

THE WORD OF GOD?”
KERYGMA OF MOTHER TERESA 
AT THE SERVICE OF THE DYING 

DESTITUTE

Sch. Ashwin D’Silva SJ 
(III B.Th)

From the insight of Pope Francis, the word ‘Kerygma’ 
is addressed as: “the proclamation of the Good 

News’ and he further explains that it is not a ‘traditional’ 
custom or a certain ‘social practice.’ The kerygma is the 
joyful announcement that Jesus Christ is a living Person 
to be encountered, who through his Resurrection has 
defeated sin and death.” 

I would like to touch 
upon the influence of Mother 
Teresa in my life. This saintly 
mother lived her Kerygma 
by following poverty, chastity and obedience. She gave 
herself whole-heartedly and generously to the service 
of the poorest of the poor. Mother Teresa is not just 
an inspiration for millions but also for generations to 
come. She carried on her multi-faceted work for the 
poor, the sick, the abandoned, the lepers, the destitute 
and the dying in Calcutta. Today the fruit of her service 
exists all over the world. 

The saint did not see her mission as one of trying 
to avoid death. Invariably, she saw it as her proclamation 
in this world to love, care and respect human life.  She 
took them off the street and cared for them with her 
meagre resources. Her Home for the Dying was just 
what the name says: a home for the dying. She was not a 
famous surgeon who could cure with medicines rather 
she was the face of Christ, proclaiming the message 
“God is Love” (1 Jn 4:8).

I am of the opinion that the title ‘Kerygma of 
Mother Teresa at the service of the Dying Destitute’ 
is ethical and morally grounded. What does then the 

Church teach about prolonging one’s life using 
a ventilator? The Catholic tradition or Moral 
theology does not approve of “mercy killing” 
or telling the weak that they are “better 
off dead”, etc. Mother Teresa dedicated her 

kerygmatic theology to the healing of the sick on their 
deathbed. Her faith in Christ, helped her to persevere 
in her mission and become an inspirational model to 
the world.

I witnessed this ‘Theology at the service of 
Kerygma’ at Mother Teresa Home at Jangpura, Delhi.  The 

experience with the handicapped and special 
children was tremendous and transforming. 
The dedicated life of prayer and service of 
the M.C sisters is commendable. As I engaged 
in a class with a few special children, I asked 

myself, ‘what am I complaining about?’ Am I missing 
anything physically to be fit for? I realized from these 
loving children that God has given me value and dignity 
to live for. Whereas, these children need to be cared 
for and valued as a part of a dignified society. It is well 
described by Mother Teresa who Jesus is for her: “The 
Leper - to wash his wounds, the Beggar - to smile at him, 
the Blind - to lead him, the Crippled - to walk with him 
... To me, Jesus is my God, Jesus is my Spouse, Jesus is my 
life, Jesus is my only Love, Jesus is my Everything. 

The Emmaus disciples when they encountered 
the risen Lord exclaimed, “Were not our hearts burning 
within us” (Luke 24:32). It is that kind of a feeling, I 
believe, Mother Teresa brought to the poor and the 
dying, seeing her radiate the face of Christ. Mother 
Teresa believed that serving others was a key principle 
of the teachings of Jesus Christ and once said, “Love 
cannot remain. by itself – it has no meaning. Love has to 
be put into action, and that action is service.”

Jesus is my God, Jesus is 

my Snly Love, Jesus is my 

Everything. 
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LIGHT AND HOPE OF THE ADIVASISch. Celestine SJ 
(III B.Th)

WE the Ranchi Jesuits are light 
and hopeful for the poor 

Adivasis in Chotanagpur. As Jesuits, we share Jesus’ 
mission of love and service by participating in the 
life struggle of poor Adivasis, especially when we are 
working for the marginalized and the oppressed Adivasis 
of Jharkhand. Fr Constant Lievens, SJ (1856-1893), one 
of the great Jesuit missionaries who was sent to India 
in the 19th century advocated for the excluded and 
the oppressed. Thus, starting a great tradition of Jesuit 
ministry with the poor in India. This tradition continues 
even today, for example late Fr. Stan Swamy SJ, who laid 
down his in defending the rights of the poor tribals. 

A few years ago,  during my undergraduate 
studies I had an opportunity to visit the Kochang mission 
station. In this village, many poor people lived happily. 
I was deeply touched by their simplicity of life. After 
my two weeks of stay, I became very close to them.  
I observed and learnt many things from the people. I 
experienced their life struggle by being with them. Many 
questions were coming to my mind. Among them was, 
“What made the Jesuit missionaries come here and 
start schools and dispensaries in such remote places?” 
There were no proper roads and transport facilities to 
travel. Despite these great hurdles, Jesuit missionaries 
began working among the poor people. I found this 
amazing. Their missionary zeal to work, mainly in rural 
areas inspired and motivated me to become a Jesuit and 
serve the people of God.

Ranchi Jesuits are very much in action in carrying 
out God’s will to proclaim the Good news to strengthen 
the faith and promote inter-religious dialogue; promote 

social justice and fight for human rights and dignity. The 
main task is to work for peace and harmony among 
other religious sect. Besides this, the Jesuits also promote 
and strengthen the traditions and cultural values of the 
Adivasis. More emphasis is given to empowering young 
men and women in tribal society. 

The Tribal history reminds us that Adivasis has 

been fighting for their rights for almost a century.  
Adivasis are the most marginalized and oppressed 
community in the Chotanagpur mission due to dirty 
politics and poor governance. There is a long history 
of suppression of the poor Adivasis. They have been 
subjected to centuries of exploitation, discrimination, 
and violence.

The hard work of Jesuit missionaries has brought 
significant transformation and changes in the lives of 
people. The Jesuits play an important role in educating 
people and making them aware of their rights, especially 
in protecting their land. They united people to fight for 
their tribal ethos and life values. 

The Church of Chotanagpur has grown in faith, 
grounded on justice and education. Thanks to all the 
hard work and sacrifices of Father Constant Lievens 
SJ. This tradition continues to live on even today. The 
Jesuits proclaim Jesus’ mission of love and service and 
confront injustice through their various apostolates and 
ministry. Hence Jesuits have become light and beacon of 
hope for the poor tribals of Chotanagpur. The primary 
responsibility of the Jesuits has been to protect people 
against socio-political discrimination. They have always 
strived to uplift the least and marginalized people by 
becoming their voice and not just remaining a silent 
spectator.
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CLOSE TO THE PEOPLE OF GODSch Benitto SJ
(III B.Th)

‘Sir, give me a mathematical problem 
to solve. Teach me some words 

in English. Check whether the answer is correct’ were 
some of the sentences I heard from the children of 
Majnu Ka Tila, where I go for my ministry. It is a small 
pocket of twenty houses within the big slum. Going to 
the slum has given me the grace to walk on the streets 
of the people and to look at realities as they are. Being 
there with the people and the children, I would like to 
pen down some of my observations, experiences and 
reflections. 

The first learning is from our Master Jesus 
himself. Jesus went into the villages and towns, met the 
people, talked to them, forgave their sins and healed 
them from their sicknesses (Mt 9:35). This has been the 
experience of Fr. Rajkumar too according to the present 
scenario. Apart from being a Professor of Theology at 
Vidyajyoti, he went to the slum in Majnu Ka Tila, walked 
on the streets, met people, had compassion for them 
and accompanied them in their struggles at the time 
of Corona. These actions won the hearts of the people 
and they welcomed us when we went there. This is a 
real challenge to go to the people, despite our regular 
works in the institutions and offices, to accompany 
them, especially in their struggles, which will make us 
the disciples of Jesus.

The second learning is the ‘generosity’ of the 
people. The houses are comparatively small and they 
have little place to walk around. The people have given 
us even that small place to have our tuition. No one 

disturbs us during the tuition hour. The people have 
the generous heart to accommodate us and to give 
us space and time. Not allowing the migrants, both 
internal and external, to take refuge at the time of war 
and natural calamities, and not accepting people with 
different ideologies, faith, caste, educational qualities and 
class, are all some of the existing problems which are 
in contrast with the generous hospitality of this simple 
people. We need to ask and reflect on whether we can 
accommodate others with varying views, ideas and 
actions and go ahead in life.

The third 
learning is that love 
has no boundaries. The 
introduction helped us 
familiarize ourselves 
with each other.  We 
sat with the children on 
the floor and talked to 
them, laughed with them, 
taught them subjects and 
identified ourselves with 
them. This identification 
pushes us to do something 
for the children, which 

will make them better. Our involvement and actions 
continue to push us because of the love for the children 
of God that has no boundaries. The language is never 
a barrier to conversing with them. The socio-cultural-
religious background is never a hindrance to reaching 
out to them. Our educational qualifications are not 
obstacles to meeting them. The love for the people 
bypasses all these so-called ‘barriers’ the society holds 
on, to avoid doing good. On the other hand, love for 
education makes these children struggle and overcome 
all the blocks.

Pope Francis, at the international conference on 
Pastoral work for vocation on October 21, 2016, said 
that Jesus was walking on the streets. Walking on the 
street means that we reach out to the people and meet 
them as they are. In turn, they receive us as their own. 
This is what happened to us when we walked on the 
street of the slum. Going out to the streets brings us 
close to the people of God.
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PROCLAIMING CHRIST IN OUR WORLD OF TODAYSch. Vivek SJ
(II B.Th)

Jesus before he was taken up to heaven, 
gave the commad to his disciples, 

“Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to 
the whole creation”. Our Christian call is to proclaim 
Jesus in our words, actions and deeds. According to 
YOUCAT, “‘Proclamation’ is one of the most important 
tasks of the church. The Greek word ‘kerygma’, which 
is already used in the New Testament for the public 
dissemination of truth or message received from God, 
actually means “proclamation”; it was used for the loud 
proclamation of something extremely important, as the 
emperors of antiquity sometimes ordered in the great 
squares of the cities. The content of the proclamation 
and the beginning of every Christian existence is: “Jesus 
Christ as Lord” (2 Cor 4:5).” Yes, the very beginning of 
our existence is experiencing and proclaiming Jesus as 
our Lord and Saviour.

The question here is, ‘How can I proclaim Christ 
in my daily life as my Lord and Saviour in the world 
of today?’ Ours is a fast-changing world. Science and 
technology have made our life easier in 
many ways. There is the answer to all 
our questions. To be precise ‘Google’ is 
believed to have got all answers. So, the 
challenge here is to see the relevance 
of proclaiming Christ in the world of 
today. 

Earlier, a proclamation was seen as similar to 
evangelisation. It is by evangelising in the name of Christ 
we proclaimed Jesus to everyone with whom we came in 
contact. But the new evangelisation is that we proclaim 
Christ in the social, economic and political conditions 
of today. It is connected to the social doctrine of the 
church.  Pope John Paul II in his Encyclical, Centesimus 
Annus, states, ‘‘the new evangelization, which the modern 
world urgently needs and which I have emphasized many 
times, must include among its essential elements of the 
proclamation of the Church’s social doctrine’’ (CA 5).  
In the same way to proclaim Christ in the world of 
today is to see Christ in the poor, the marginalised, the 
destitute, the lost and the least in our society and bring 
empowerment to these people. 

Jesus has come into this world to give life to 

the whole creation. The life which he gives, he gives in 
abundance. “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life” (John 3:16). This 
‘eternal life is for all who believe in him. There is no 

distinction based on gender, caste, culture, 
wealth and the like. This is the message 
we should proclaim to all without any 
distinction. This also enables us to break 
the oppressive social structures.

Fr Stan Swamy lived his life to break 
these oppressions which are present 

in our society today. Being a witness to the sufferings 
of the tribals as oppressed communities he could not 
remain a ‘silent spectator’ but rather stood up for the 
liberation of these people. Hence, he could say, “If I do 
not speak for the poor and the exploited then I am not 
true to myself.” Even during his last days in prison, he 
could say, “A caged bird can still sing.”

Again, we revisit the question and ask, ‘How can 
I proclaim Christ in my daily life as my Lord and Saviour 
in the world today?’ Even though there is no objective 
answer to this question we can answer as a follower of 
Christ. It is to experience and proclaim Christ who was 
poor and to recognise him in the poor and marginalised. 
It is to work towards the upliftment and empowerment 
of these people so that the whole of creation may have 
‘eternal life.

“If I do not speak 

for the poor and the 

exploited then I am 

not true to myself”
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PROCLAIMING CHRIST IN OUR WORLD OF TODAY

THEOLOGY 
AT THE SERVICE OF KERYGMA

Jophin Pallipatt 
(II B.Th)

WE might be wondering about the term 
‘kerygma’. Kerygma is a Greek word used in 

the New Testament for “proclamation”. It is related to 
the Greek verb κηρύσσω (kērússō), literally meaning “to 
cry or proclaim as a herald” and being used in the sense 
of “to proclaim, announce, preach”. “Proclamation” is 
one of the most important tasks of the church. The 
content of the proclamation and the beginning of every 
Christian existence is: “Jesus Christ as Lord” (2 Cor 
4:5). Pope Francis describes the first proclamation with 
which everything begins, with the words: “Jesus Christ 
loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is 
living at your side every day to enlighten, strengthen and 
free you.”(Evangelii Gaudium 164)

To proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and He loves 
you, first we should know who Jesus is. As Jesus asks 
Peter, we should ask ourselves ‘Who do you say that 
Jesus is?’ Theology helps us to answer this question. 
Now, the question here is ‘what is theology?’. In simple 
words it is a study about God, to know about God, to 
have an encounter with Him. The systematic study of 
theological truths within a structure that can directly 
and immediately serve to prepare for and promote the 
preaching of the truths of revelation to the people (A. 
de Villalmonte). If we want to speak of God, we must 
experience and know God. So, life experience is the 
starting point of Theology.

There is a person without a name in the New 
Testament who proclaimed Jesus as the Messiah from 
her life experience. We all know her as the Samaritan 
woman from the Gospel according to St John, chapter 
4. John is portraying the Samaritan woman as a model 
of conversion, leading to discipleship in which at the 

end she proclaims Jesus to the entire village. The 
gradual process by which she goes from skepticism 
and coolness to faith and missionary outreach. The 
Samaritan woman listens attentively to Jesus. She asks 
him questions about her faith and hope. The longer 
she talks to him, the more her understanding grows 
until she sees the full truth that Jesus is the Messiah. 
Throughout this conversation, she demonstrates a 
posture of discipleship. She leaves her water jar behind, 
just as the disciples left their fishing nets. It is a sign of 
her complete embrace of this calling to follow Jesus. 
She returns to her town and effectively shares her own 
experience with Jesus, inviting the villagers to come and 
see if they reach the same conclusion about him. In the 
end, “Many Samaritans from that city believed in him 
because of the woman’s testimony” (John 4:39).

This woman without a name is a wonderful 
model for all of us on our journey of faith. Her actions 
invite us to stay connected to Jesus and ask questions 
about our faith to come to a fuller understanding of 
it. Our progress in our faith is not to be limited for 
our benefit, but to be shared with others. The Samaritan 
woman is propelled to action. She reaches out to her 
community and invites them to join her on the journey. 
Her story reminds us that our callings are opportunities 
to know Jesus, to have an encounter with Him which 
leads to the proclamation of Jesus. Once we experience 
Jesus’ love for us, we won’t sit idle rather we will be 
full of passion to let others know about His love. This 
is the movement of all disciples, growing in faith in their 
relationship with Jesus by having a personal encounter 
with Him and moving outward to proclaim to the world. 
Thus, theology is always at the service of Kerygma.
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THE PRESENCE OF GOD AMID STRUGGLES AND 

PROBLEMS
Sch. Gnana SJ

(II B.Th)

Human life in the universe is a 
pilgrimage. We return to where 

we come from. In our journey, we go through vast and 
varied experiences, but a few things exist as universal 
entities, like suffering. The pains and problems vary from 
person to person, but we all suffer. This fact leads us 
to a common question: why does God allow suffering? 
Given this context, we should seek to understand how 
to react to suffering when it arrives. Suffering is in our 
lives because we are living in a broken world. The world 
is broken due to our sinful 
choice and action. This 
aspect of suffering should 
drive us to long for a better 
world, a world redeemed 
from sin. 

Where is the 
source to create a world 
redeemed from darkness? 
As a follower of Christ, I 
say Jesus is the only source. 
Jesus said, “I am the light 
of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk 
in darkness, but will have 
the light of life” (John 8:12). 
In this life journey some 
take the path of light, and 
some choose the path of 
darkness. Those who see light will live their lives and 
those who choose darkness will lose it. Following the 
light is not unidirectional, rather it is bidirectional. We 
need to follow in the footsteps of Christ by keeping His 
teachings in our hearts.  

In suffering one of the most common responses 
is bitterness — a deep resentment for the pain we all 
go through. Suffering can undoubtedly sow the seeds 
of bitterness and resentment, but that is not how 
Christians should respond to it. Instead, we are called 
to see suffering as a part of life meant to dissatisfy us 
with the present fallen world. We are constantly called 
to instill in us the light of Christ. 

St. Paul once walked in darkness with his eyes 

clouded with ideological struggles. He experienced the 
light of Christ for the first time on the way to Damascus. 
That experience of encountering Christ, changed him 
to be the best instrument in His hands in radiating the 
ray of LIGHT to the world.

Suffering as a Tool of Sanctification

Nothing is so broken as to be unusable by God. 
Although suffering is alien to God’s plan for humanity, 
God uses it now as part of our development as people. 

Nothing forces a person to 
confront their true self like 
suffering. Suffering causes 
our focus to turn inward, to 
face those parts of ourselves 
we might otherwise ignore. 
God can use our sufferings 
to develop us into better 
people: the people who can 
love and enjoy Him forever 
(Romans 5:3-5).

Suffering as a Test of 
Faith

Suffering is the 
crucible by which we find 
our centre and demonstrate 
the truth of our faith to the 
world. In times of intense 
pain or turmoil, we cling to 

what we have placed our hope in. In this way, suffering 
reveals whether our faith is a mere childish hope or a 
factual reality. Here we see suffering as a call to live out 
a better and more faithful witness to the world. 

As we develop an understanding of how to 
approach suffering, we must be clear that suffering never 
becomes good. Suffering remains evil. What must be 
understood though, is that suffering can be redeemed; 
it can be made purposeful. When we are burdened 
beyond our strength, we must not become bitter but 
instead allow our faith to make us better. As Christians, 
we must see suffering as a call to long for a better world, 
to seek to become better persons and to live out a life 
of witness.
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WEAR THE EYES OF LOVESch. Pelevito SJ
(II B.Th)

The setting: Aftermath of Corona pandemic on a Christian 
group. 

Man-made calamity created forced displacement 
on a large scale. The outbreak of the worldwide corona 
not only affected livestock but widened the disparity 
between the rich and the poor.  The price of the 
essential commodities increased by leap and bounds. 
Elsewhere in India, the scenes of people fighting for 
oxygen cylinders got imprinted vividly. Various non-
governmental organizations selflessly offered their 
services to feed the mouths of many. Mass cremation 
of dead bodies across the globe made one reflect on 
the meaning and existence of life. Heraclitus said rightly 
that an individual can never enter the same river twice. 
He is of the understanding that the flowing water does 
not remain, it moves and every flow is a different one. 
Against this backdrop, where love ought to supersede 
the virus, the latter took charge of the breathing. 

With this as a prelude, I would like to present a 
reflection on how the invisible Christ was visible in the 
life of the people. 

The issue at stake:  Whether to organize Sunday services 
in the church on Sundays

The entire community of believers in one of 
the remote villages longed for the life-giving water 
that would quench their thirst for uncertainty amidst 

the raging tensions within the church community. 
During the weekdays, nobody seems to bother about 
the impending tussle at hand. Only on Sundays, the 
temperature of the situation rises to a point of total 
annoyance that breathes discord loquaciously. 

The religious and the laity refrained from 
conducting liturgical worship for a duration of time. 
As per the mandate, individuals were encouraged to 
practice their piety within the four corners of their 
houses. Due to this enforcement, families restrained 
themselves from participating in Church activities 
especially on Sundays both in Cathedrals and village 
churches. 

To understand the concept of the Church better, 
let me cull out the definition provided by the Second 
Vatican Council: The Church, the council reminded us in 
the Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern 
World (n. 3), is a servant Church, like Jesus himself who 
came “not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). Another important 
understanding runs thus: The church is not an end in 
itself, but that it exists always and only for the sake of 
the Reign, or the Kingdom of God. In other words, the 
Church is an eschatological community.

Value: How to exercise theology at the service of kerygma?

During extreme days of hopelessness and 
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agitation, the words of the Holy Father ring a bell of 
Christian unity. He urged every Christian to re-discover 
and deepen the value of communion which at its core 
character is the binding factor of the Church. Thereby, 
heeding the call of the Pontiff, a section of individuals 
from the community decided to take a dip in this great 
initiative amidst tremendous push and pull. But the 
question still looms at large ‘How could one find the 
presence of God and share that joy amidst troubled 
waters seething threads of division?’ The entire exercise 
was done out of sheer love and bore rich fruits.  

Apart from the prevalent animosities and eyes of 
judgement, they were apprehensive even to greet each 
other. Gradually, seizing the benefits of social media, they 
gathered virtually and organized prayers for a certain 
duration of time. This opening greatly emboldened the 
life character of the members to pray for each other. 
Post this encounter, genuine works of mercy took root 
in the community. With every passing day, the gossip 
got reduced. At times, some even started to educate 
others on the need to stay united and preach Christ 
vociferously. This created an attitudinal transformation 
far and wide. From then on, their differences narrowed. 

The welfare of the other became paramount. Perhaps, 
during threatening moments, nothing can be better than 
service through prayer. They epitomize the popular 
saying, that a community that prays together stays 
together. 

 Conclusion:

Agreed! Not all communities are perfect both 
in Christian imitation and profession as followers 
of Christ. We are pilgrims on a journey towards a 
destination that lies beyond. It is not the effort of an 
individual that creates transformation. A combined 
effort is deemed a necessity. Certainly, holding each 
other’s hands in prayerful solidarity would do justice to 
our creedal statement. With the Holy Spirit as a faithful 
guide, Christians are to march on courageously to build 
the kingdom of God on earth. With the lens of love 
and eyes of faith, we practice what is being commanded 
in the gospel of Mark 45:10 ‘to serve rather than to 
be served.’ This is the hallmark of every Christian. We 
ought to remember that the church is not an end but a 
means to attain the salvation reserved for all.

MY second-year regency at 
READ (Rural Education and 

Development) in Bettiah, West Champaran district, 
Bihar, allowed me to serve and care for the people 
belonging to the Manji community. During my stay over 
there, I closely observed the struggles of the Manjhi 
people, who form the lower strata of the Bihar’ society, 
through my field visits. There was a strong desire 
growing in my heart to help these poor people as much 
as I could. I tried my level best to create socio-cultural 
awareness among the children. I used all the available 
means to teach the children in the best possible manner. 
Towards the end of my regency, there came the Covid 
-19 pandemic. The lockdown caused great misery to 
the Manji community. Manji people are not used to the 
habit of saving money for their future needs. Fr. Tommy 
Nishant SJ, a Patna Jesuit, in his PhD thesis, termed 
this community a “resilient People”. However,  the 

nationwide lockdown made them weak. After a week 
of lockdown, our community members started getting 
phone calls from people saying that they have nothing 
to eat. Since the superior of my community, Fr. Joyson 
SJ, was caught up in Delhi, the responsibility of executing 
relief works fell on my shoulders and I had no idea how 
to execute the same. We faced the hurdle of getting 
the necessary permission to buy, pack and distribute 
dry rations with great difficulty. However, by breaking 
all these practical difficulties,  we managed to distribute 
dry rations in 20 villages, which are mostly inhabited by 
the Manji community. This act of distributing essential 
items was not just an act of charity., but it was a 
manifestation of our stand and option for the poor and 
the marginalized. Through this care and service to them, 
I was able to serve Jesus and care for Him in them. This 
was also an experience of trust and hope in the Divine 
Providence as I could carry out the relief.

Sch. Robert Razeem SJ
(I B.Th)

MY EXPERIENCE OF CARING FOR THE MANJI 
COMMUNITY PEOPLE
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Sch. Raman D SJ
(I B.Th)

WE are created in God’s image and likeness. God 
loves us unconditionally. This unconditional 

love of God establishes an everlasting relationship with 
us. This relationship is further nurtured and inspired 
by God in and through Jesus, the Holy Sacrament of 
the church, to tell the world who God is and what the 
purpose and meaning of our life is. We are the bearers 
of the salvific truth of Jesus wherever we go. We are 
disciples of Jesus who are called to be prophets in the 
world. Therefore, we have a special call and responsibility 
to live out our vocation of witnessing Christ through 
our lives. Jesus is our great treasure that one can share 
and proclaim in the world. As followers of Christ, how 
are we to proclaim Christ in this broken world?

I was doing my regency in a place called Radhanpur 
in north Gujarat. As a regent, I was teaching in a school 
and was taking care of the boarders. Besides, I used to 
make visits to the families in the villages along with the 
parish priest and religious sisters. While I reflect on the 
above question, I am filled with contentment. Covid was 
not an obstacle to sharing Christ through our works of 
love and compassion. We reached out to many by giving 
rations and medical aids to the needy. Even though the 
schools were shut due to Covid, we gave education to 
the students creatively. The students were encouraged 
and were introduced to Home Learning. We did make 
visits to the people who were affected by Covid, but the 
journey of one year was not so smooth. We faced a lot 
of challenges.   

 Let me depict some of the challenges we 
faced during our apostolic engagements: We had 
neither catholic boys and girls in the school nor in the 

boardings. There were a handful of Catholics in the 
parish as well. We were providing rations and medical 
aid to the villagers, certain right-wing groups accused 
us of converting them into Christianity.  It is not easy 
to witness the values of Christ among people of other 
faiths, especially when there is a presence of religious 
fundamentalists. Thus, our life becomes more meaningful 
when we courageously face challenges to remain firm in 
our faith and calling.

 Do all these challenges prevent us from 
going about doing good or proclaiming Christ? No! I 
was motivated by the words of St. Mother Teresa to 
continue the mission of Christ. She says: “People are 
often unreasonable, illogical and self-centred, Forgive 
them anyway…. Give the world the best you have, 
and it may never be enough, Give the world the best 
you’ve got anyway.” If I were to sum up in one sentence 
the experience in Radhanpur, it would be like this: 
Life is fulfilling where there are challenges to living 
Christocentric life.

My challenging experiences during regency have 
strengthened my faith. I found my life more beautiful 
facing such challenges. My relationship with the people 
enhanced my vocation. Such opportunities show us 
the path to know Jesus more intimately, love him more 
intensely, and follow him more closely. Christocentric 
living is a vocation that helps one to become another 
Christ in this broken world. The world is in urgent need 
of restoration from its brokenness. I believe that this 
restoration is possible through Jesus. Jesus is our source 
of inspiration in our prophetic living in this broken 
world.

CHALLENGES GIVE MEANING 
TO OUR LIFE
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FORMIDABLE FREEDOM FETTERS ME…

LET MY COUNTRY AWAKE…
Sr. Jeyasheela ICM

(I B.Th)

A famous analogy goes like this;

When God wanted to Create fish, He spoke to the 
sea.

When God wanted to create trees, He spoke to the 
earth.

But when God wanted to create human beings, 
He turned to Himself, and  God said, “Let me make them 
in my image and likeness.” In His goodness and wisdom 
God chose to reveal Himself and to make known to us 
the hidden purpose of His will by which through Christ, 
the Word made flesh, a man might in the Holy Spirit have 
access to the Father and come to share in the divine 
nature (Dei Verbum Chapter-I). If we offend the image of 
a person, we hurt not that person, but God. The divinity 
in each other can be felt only by engaging ourselves by 
relating, encountering and experiencing the person with 
an open mind and an unbiased heart. Certainly, God is 
faithfully engaged in encountering human beings.  When 
I am engaged in God’s whirling love, there I discover 
my divinity and of others. In this process arises certain 
queries and uncertainties. This is 
what happened when I discovered 
God’s image in this picture.  saying;

 I ‘m Hungry

 I ‘m homeless

 I ‘m shabby- But

My independent India says, “I will 
ensure nobody goes to sleep 

hungry” NO

The Formidable freedom fetters 
me.

In Poverty, I ‘m one

In low status, I ‘m one

Having no property, I ‘m one- But

My independent India says, “I will 
make one nation” NO

The Formidable freedom fetters 
me.

I ‘m exclusive to all

I ‘m insignificant to all

I ‘m hopeless for all BUT

My independent India says, “education for all” – NO

The Formidable freedom fetters me.

I ‘m bereaved

I ‘m a destitute

I ‘m incomparable- BUT

My independent India says, “all are my brothers and 
sisters.” NO

The Formidable freedom fetters me.

I forget my past 

I am traded today

I wait for tomorrow- BUT

My independent India says, “I am proud of my richness 
and varied heritage.” NO

The Formidable freedom fetters me. 

These sayings become so usual in my country 
where the humane and divine of the person is hidden, 
lost, sold, neglected, thrown out, etc. And so-called 
formidable personalities keep fettering the others.

Therefore, I pray to God, the God of goodness 
and all, “Into that heaven of freedom, let my country 
awake.”
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FORMIDABLE FREEDOM FETTERS ME…

LET MY COUNTRY AWAKE…
QUEST FOR TRUTH

Sch. John Lepcha SJ
(I B.Th)

Studying theology was one of the 
things that I have always looked 

forward to. I was curious to know 
what theology deals with. During my philosophy 
studies, I was in a community where there were some 
theology students. During the meals, they would often 
discuss theological matters such as Sacraments, Trinity, 
marriage, morality, ethics etc. Often, I couldn’t follow 
their conversations. I had that quest to delve into 
the realm of theology. ,. I often wondered how would 
I exercise my pastoral ministry if I did not grasp the 
theological concepts. Moreover, my ministry among 
the youth and teenagers exposed me to their thought 
patterns and queries.  Once in a school while teaching 
catechism to children between the age of 13 and 14 
years. I taught catechism to a group of students aged 13 
to 14 years and I also accompanied boys and girls of the 
age group 15 to 18 years in a youth camp.  My stint as a 
regent in the province was an exposure to the world of 
the youth. Young people ask questions. Are we ready to 
listen to them? Or are we going to judge them? These 
are the two questions with which I landed in Vidyajyoti. 
These experiences the importance of philosophical and 
theological studies in the life of a Jesuit scholastic. These 
experiences helped me realise the importance of the 
study of philosophy and theology in the life of a Jesuit 
scholastic. 

While I was teaching catechism, all these young 
boys and girls would ask me plenty of questions. Their 
questions were mostly related to faith. They asked me 
questions related to violence and the existence of God, 
life after death, the interface between good and evil 
etc. Since I had just begun my philosophy, I could not 
give them a philosophically sound answer. However, I 
did share my faith experience which, to some extent, 
convinced them.   Apart from my faith experiences, I 
could only tell them that God is a mystery and we cannot 
understand Him fully. I listened to them patiently and 
never tried to argue with them. But deep within I used 
to feel unsatisfied because I was not able to talk about 
God with conviction to them. One thing that touched 
me was while sharing about the same experience with 
the chaplain at the university. He told me that a couple 

of students were affected by family problems. They were 
deprived at the emotional and affective levels. Then I 
understood why they were more receptive when I shared 
my experiences of God and about the kind of missions 
that the Church is engaged in. I also realized that our 
experiences are an important source while talking about 
God. I had a similar experience with another group of 
youth. This was in a youth camp at the foot of a mountain. 
During the two weeks that we spent over there, we had 
various group activities like walking, cooking and playing, 
These activities helped us know each other better. We 
also spent some time in silence, which was followed by 
sharing in different groups. The sharing enabled us to 
listen to and appreciate one another. Once a boy in a 
group shared that he had several questions regarding 
faith and often it had been difficult for him to believe.  
However, he said that he had a profound experience 
of peace, serenity, love, hope and sharing in the camp, 
which, for him, was coming from nowhere. There he felt 
that God is real. . Another testimony by a Haitian priest 
who had survived the 2010 earthquake brought tears 
to many youths. In his sharing, he said even in times 
of crisis he never lost hope in God. He surrendered 
his life to God. This testimony, to some extent, left 
the boys and the girls with the question Could God 
allow these things to happen?’. But above all, they were 
mostly touched by the trust that the priest had in God. 
Towards the end of the camp, we had the sacrament of 
reconciliation and the Eucharist. All of us departed with 
a  sense of gratitude and a profound experience of being 
united with each other in Christ.   

All said, reaching or taking Christ to the people 
is what we are called for. Our theological studies are 
supposed to enhance us to proclaim Jesus effectively 
to the people. The need of the time for us is to be 
intellectually and practically competent. Our way of 
living has to reflect the virtues of Jesus. We need to live 
what we learn. Theology is not only taught and studied 
but is lived out in real-life situations. Faith is an important 
aspect of theology.  Personal, as well as collective faith 
experiences, play a significant role in proclaiming Jesus. 
With the experiences we become more convinced and 
that in turn leads us to the process of proclamation 
in words as well as in deeds. Our experiences make 
us more rooted in faith, which will in turn help us to 
proclaim the Good News in words as well as deeds. 
But above all, my desire and hope from the theological 
studies is that it may enlighten and transform me to be 
a better human person.
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International Association of Jesuit Universities (IAJU) 
had its Annual Assembly at Boston College in USA 

on 3-6 August 2022. There were about 250 delegates 
attended from the six conferences. From JHEASA, we 
were thirty-seven delegates. The Assembly spent quality 
time to listen to the reports of Task Forces on different 
themes that were decided in the previous Assembly in 
Bilbao, Spain (2018). 

Fr. Arturo Sosa Superior General of the Society 
of Jesus in his opening address emphasized: “We find 
ourselves in another stage of history, a stage that we 
sense but do not yet see with much clarity. We try to 
describe it as a ‘change of epoch,’ ‘the knowledge age’ 
… because we perceive the depth of the changes that 
are underway in all dimensions of human life…” He 
invited the participants “to prepare the future requires 
discerning the present… and to dispose oneself to 
be guided toward something new and to let go of the 
reigns… and to advance toward interculturality with a 
deeply-rooted awareness of intergenerationality.”

The sessions addressed the themes: Global 
Citizenship; Solidarity with the Migrants and Refugees; 
Peace and Reconciliation; Environmental and Economic 
Justice; The Role of Theology in Today’s Jesuit University. 
On 6th August, Fr General met briefly all the regional 
associations individually. Fr General appreciated the 

richness of cultures in South Asia and how important 
it was to promote interculturality in all our institutions. 
He was concerned about the challenges of NEP that 
JHEASA institutions are facing and how Jesuits in South 
Asia must evolve strategies to address the concerns. 
“We run colleges for the poor, not for the rich” he 
reminded us all. He invited us also to make sure that 
we have increased percentage of women among our 
collaborators, not just in the faculty list but also in the 
category of staff in all our institutions. 

The following are the priorities that JHEASA 
will work on in the coming years. 1. Countering 
Fundamentalism and anti-democratic focus in South 
Asian higher education institutions. 2. Promoting Peace & 
Reconciliation in Higher Education Institutions (HEI). 3. 
Forming youth in HEI’s (Migrants and Refugees) through 
programs in collaboration with Jesuit Worldwide 
Learning (JWL).

After the IAJU Conference, I visited a few theology 
faculties and explored the possibility of networking and 
collaboration with Vidyajyoti. Finally, I thank JCSA and 
Vidyajyoti for allowing me to attend the Assembly and 
to meet many Jesuits and our collaborators working in 
the higher education across the globe.

Fr. P. R. John SJ
Principal

JESUIT HIGHER EDUCATION IN SOUTH ASIA (JHEASA)
DELEGATES AT THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JESUIT UNIVERSITIES (IAJU) 

DISCERNING THE FUTURE OF JESUIT HIGHER EDUCATION 
03-06, AUGUST 2022
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JESUIT HIGHER EDUCATION IN SOUTH ASIA (JHEASA)
DELEGATES AT THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JESUIT UNIVERSITIES (IAJU) 

DISCERNING THE FUTURE OF JESUIT HIGHER EDUCATION 
03-06, AUGUST 2022

A WEEK IN VARANASI Sch. Ivin SJ
(I B.Th)

Nostra Aetate, the Vatican II 
declaration on the relation of the 

Church to non-Christian religions, states in unequivocal 
terms: “The Catholic Church rejects nothing of what 
is true and holy in these [other] religions. She has high 
regard for the manner of life and conduct, the precepts 
and doctrine, which although differing in many ways from 
her teaching, nevertheless, often reflect a ray of that 
truth which enlightens all men.”  In the same declaration, 
the Church also exhorts its sons and daughters to 
“enter with prudence and charity into discussion and 
collaboration with members of other religions.” 

Taking a cue from this clarion call of Nostra 
Aetate, the first-year students of Theology, embarked 
on a week-long thirthyatra to Varanasi, one of the 
holiest cities in the Indian subcontinent. This sojourn at 
Varanasi was part of the course on Popular Hinduism. 
Fr Anil DAlmeida SJ, the course instructor, ably guided 
the students, as they traversed the alleys and ghats of 
Varanasi, in search of the divine element in Hinduism. 
Maitri Bhavan, the centre for inter-religious dialogue of 
the Diocese of Varanasi, served as the base camp for 
the thirthyatris during the course of their sojourn in 
the city and its vicinity. The thirthyatra was unarguably a 
unique experience and an eye-opener for the students, 
as a highly regarded city by the Hindu brethren. 

The first-year students visited the holy shrines 
like Kashi Viswanath Mandir, Sankatmochan Mandir and 
Manas Mandir. Although the ghats along the river Ganga 
remained blocked to heavy silt accumulation following 

heavy rains in the hills, the thirthyatris witnessed the 
passage rituals, which take place along the ghats of 
river Ganga daily. Over the centuries, River Ganga 
(she is called Gangamai out of reverence) has shaped 
the socio-cultural and religious contours of the city 
by its supposedly widely-held notion of divine origin. 
One can only look with awe at the devotion accorded 
to the holy river and a countless number of corpses 
streaming into the ghats, hoping to obtain liberation 
from the unending cycle of karma. In addition to visiting 
various holy shrines associated with Hinduism, the 
students also visited Saranath, the place where Lord 
Buddha preached his first sermon, the Central Institute 
of Higher Tibetan Studies, Kabir Panthi ashram, the 
Banaras Hindu University, IMS Seminary and St Mary’s 
Cathedral, Varanasi. These sites were a testimony to the 
syncretic nature of the country as one could for oneself 
how various schools of thought co-exist peacefully, with 
each one supplementing the other without animosity 
or ill-will. 

The talks and expositions by various resource 
persons helped the students to clarify their doubts 
regarding the faith and cultural norms of various religious 
groups. The strong presence of Catholic religious 
communities and missions in Varanasi underscores the 
importance accorded to the city by the Catholics as well. 
The life and mission of the men and women religious 
amid their Hindu brethren were inspiring as well as 
challenging. Over the years the Church in Varanasi has 
adapted itself to the socio-cultural milieu of the city, 
lending itself a character deeply rooted in Christian 
faith yet attuned to the cultural aspirations of the place. 
The Kristbhakta movement of the IMS congregation 
deserves a special mention due to its innovative 
approach to making known the teachings of Jesus to 
people of other faith. Varanasi is a world in itself; it can 
rightly be called the ‘capital of the Indian culture and 
remains true to its literal meaning, ‘city of light’. All said 
the thirthyatra was a unique experience for the yatris 
to the extent that it helped them see and understand 
the norms, practices and beliefs of the people belonging 
to other faiths, especially of the Hindu religion, thus 
giving a glimpse of the ‘ray of truth’ enlightening all men 
and women. 
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‘72 years of discrimination 
based on religion’, posted on a banner 

drew me closer to the slogans at Jantar Mantar, Delhi. 
A peaceful protest was held on 4th August, 2022 at 
Jantar Mantar, New Delhi from 10:00 am to 2:30 pm. 
This dharna was observed by ALL INDIA DALIT MUSLIM 
S.C. RESERVATION FORUM (NATIONAL NOORBASH/
DUDEKULA MUSLIM MINORITY WELFARE ASSOCIATION) 
and DALIT MUSLIM & CHRISTIAN (S.C.) RESERVATION 
FORUM. Many Dalit Christians and Muslims from across 
the country namely from the states of Andhra Pradesh, 
Tamil Nadu, Kerela, Panjab and Gujarat had gathered 
in huge number demanding Scheduled Caste status 
for Dalit Muslims and Dalit Christians. Hon. Minister, 
Mr. Abdul Khaliq, the member of the Parliament from 
Assam was present at this protest. 

Their demands were as follows:

1. To extend S.C. Status to Dalit Muslims and 
Dalit Christians which was deleted on 10.08.1950 
through Constitutional S.C. Reservation Order 1950, 
Para-3, also known as ‘Presidential Order 1950’.

2. To delete Para-3 of Constitutional S.C. Order 
1950 Known as Presidential Order 1950.

3. To implement Justice Sachar Committee 
Report and Recommendations of Justice Ranganath 
Mishra Commission & Religious Free Position to avoid 
discrimination among religions in India.

Message of Hope by Founder and President 
Thol Thirumavalavan of the Viduthalai Chiruthaigal 
Katchi (VCK) said: “Our Party is always with you. We 

will march along with you till the end. We will struggle 
along with you forever. This is my message on behalf my 
party VCK. We are working in Tamil Nadu. But we have 
supporters in all south Indian states”. He assured that 
his party would work to promote continuous fight for 
justice. 

We, the students of Vidyajyoti, Institute of 
Religious Studies, had our first experience of being 
part of a protest for a cause this academic year. Some 
were moved by the number of people gathered for 
the dharna. For my surprise, it was not a single dharna 
but a pool of causes fighting for justice. We too joined 
in leading the slogans in Tamil and Hindi languages. I 
closely observed few people as they spoke and made 
their remarks that they are not tiered to go doing this 
for days to come. There were learned people pouring 
out facts and information, others raising slogans, many 
focused minds and large number of bodily exhausted 
yet spirited and willing faces brimming with hope. Will 
Justice be delivered ever? I am not quite sure of that but 
it is for sure that volume of those slogans will never be 
quietened. 

Sch. Leston SJ
(III B.Th)

The Inauguration of the jubilee academic year 
2022-2023 began on 11th of July 2022 with a solemn 
Eucharistic Celebration, presided over by His Excellency 
Most. Rev. Leopoldo Girelli, the Apostolic Nuncio to 
India and Nepal.  The occasion was graced by Archbishop 
Anil J.T Couto, Metropolitan Archbishop of Delhi, 
Bishop Deepak Tauro, Auxiliary Bishop of Delhi and Fr. 
Stanislaus D’Souza, the President of JCSA. Most. Rev. 
Leopoldo Girelli preached on the theme of the jubilee 

year,  ‘Theology at the service of Kergma.’ He shared 
that all our theological studies must eventually prepare 
us to become effective proclaimers of the Gospel in 
word and deed and it is the basis for restoring human 
dignity. Fr. P.R John meticulously planned and executed 
the entire programme along with the faculty and 
students.  At the end Fr. Nirmal Raj, Rector of Vidyajyoti 
expressed heartfelt gratitude to all who took an active 
part in the meaningful Eucharistic celebration. 

INAUGURAL MASS
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Release of the newly revised statutes of  Vidyajyoti Institute of Religious Studies
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Standing:    Frs. Rajkumar SJ, Milianus Beck SJ, Edwin Rodrigues SJ, Boniface D’Souza SJ, Anil D’Almeida SJ, Sr. Prabina Rudum IBVM, 
      Frs. Stanislaus Alla SJ, Anthony D’Souza SJ, Victor Edwin SJ
Sitting:        Frs. Valan Antony SJ, Hector Pinto SJ, Nirmal Raj SJ, Most Rev. Anil J.T. Couto, Most Rev. Leopoldo Girelli, 
      Most Rev. Deepak Tauro, Frs. P.R. John SJ, Xalxo Leander SJ
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INTERCULTURAL EXCHANGE - DR HAMID SHAHRIAI
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VIDYAJYOTI, Institute of Religious 
Studies, Delhi, as a Faculty of Theology is 
the continuation of St. Mary’s Theological 
College, Kurseong, Darjeeling District, West 
Bengal. It grew out of a house of Philosophy 
and Theology for the young members of the 
then Bengal Mission of the Society of Jesus 
in India, started in 1879 at Asansol (West 
Bengal). 

In 1889 the institution was shifted to 
Kurseong in Darjeeling (First Journey), and 
from 1914, the house was officially designated 
as St. Mary’s College. In 1963, it was made 
the joint responsibility of all the Provinces of 
the Society of Jesus in India and Ceylon. 

In 1972 the College was transferred 
from its abode in the foothills of the Himalayas 
to the historic city of Delhi (Second Journey). 
It was renamed as Vidyajyoti (i.e., “Light of 
Knowledge”), Institute of Religious Studies. 
Pedro Arrupe, the Superior General of the 
Society of Jesus then had this to say: 

In historic Delhi, capital of the nation, home 
of the Union legislature, executive and judiciary, 
teeming with a cosmopolitan population, you 
will have many opportunities for cooperation 
with other academic centers and religious 
organizations, Catholic and non-Catholic, such 

as the Indian Social Institute, the All-India 
Association for Christian Higher Education, and 
the Delhi and Nehru Universities, to mention 
just a few. It is my hope that these contacts will 
be of benefit to all parties concerned (1971).

The transfer of St. Mary’s to Delhi implies 
the Institute’s desire for a greater openness 
towards different cultures [religions], and the 
hope of giving a more effective witness to 
the “Light that comes into the world,” (tam 
eva bhantamanubhati sarvam) the motto of 
the Institute: “everything reflects the one 
who alone shines” (Katha Upanishad, 5.15). 
Adolfo Nicolas, the Superior General of the 
Society of Jesus (2008-2016), underscored 
such a perspective: 

Religion is basically a sensitivity to the 
dimensions of transcendence, depth, gratuity and 
beauty… We are not in education for proselytism 
but for transformation. We want to form a new 
kind of humanity that is musical, that retains this 
sensitivity to beauty, to goodness, to the suffering 
of others, to compassion (2016).

In 2022, Vidyajyoti, Institute of Religious 
Studies, celebrates 50 years of her Second 
Journey (1972-2022) and looks forward to 
yet another grace-filled Third Journey in 
context and content. 
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