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 Dear Archbishop His Grace 

Anil J. T. Couto, Fr Nirmal Raj, 

the newly appointed Rector of 

Vidyajyoti College of Theol-

ogy, Fr Hector Pinto, our new 

Registrar, esteemed staff-col-
leagues, especially the new staff 
members: Frs. Boniface D’Sou-

za, Edwin Rodrigues, Vinay 

Kumar Ekka, Antony D’Souza and Sr. Prabina Rudum, 

technical and administrative staff, students and dear new 
comers (particularly sisters from Myanmar), a warm wel-

come to each and every one of you as we begin the aca-

demic year 2021-2022 invoking God’s blessing. 

 The year 2021, marks the 500th anniversary of the 

“conversion” of Saint Ignatius of Loyola. Conversion is an 

inner experience of a personal decision that says “no” to 

the deceits of the world, but saying “yes” to God’s truth, 

justice, peace and love revealed in Jesus Christ. St. Igna-

tius, while convalescing, felt drawn towards Jesus Christ 

and embraced the life of a pilgrim to be at the service of 

God and God’s people under the banner of the cross, nur-

turing close contact with the poor, in imitation of Christ, 

our Lord. The sons of Ignatius continue to live out the leg-

acy of St. Ignatius; Fr. Stan Swamy is a test-case who was 

a pilgrim in the footsteps of St. Ignatius and became the 

prophet of biblical faith that does justice. 

 Dear Friends, it is in the broader context like this, 

we are stepping into the new academic year of theological 

search and study, with the theme: “Saint Inigo, the Pil-

grim Theologian” for our Eucharist, presided over by the 

Patron of our College Archbishop Anil J. T. Couto here 

at the Arrupe-Nicolas Video Conference Hall, Vidyajyoti. 

The patron’s presence is always an occasion of grace for 

all of us. Theology is not merely an academic matter. It is 

a spiritual journey. It is a tirtha-yatra. 

 A journey inward into the mystery of the divine 

experienced in the heart and a journey outward into the 

experience of the divine incarnated in the cultures and re-

ligions of our people. In that sense, St. Ignatius was truly 

a theologian; not in the mold of great thinkers like St. Au-

gustine, St. Aquinas, Roberto Bellarmine, Peter Canisius 

and Dunn Scotus. Ignatius was a theologian in the sense 

that he was given a profound insight into the things of God 

and into the truths of our faith. He further deepened these 

insights in the Cave of Manresa, such as understanding of 

the mystery of Trinity, Creation, Humanity of Christ, Eu-

charist, Blessed Virgin Mary and the Church. Through the 

method of contemplation, he grew in intimate knowledge 

with God. God was like a school master as he himself de-

scribed God who taught him all he needed to know about 

spiritual matters. In the cave of Manresa – “my primitive 

Church”, he found God treating him not only as a school-

master but a God who is abundantly merciful, compas-

sionate and hospitable.  It was here, “…he tilted from door 

to door for food and alms … he helped with the poor and 

sick in the hospital of Santa Lucia…”

 What does this tell us about our own theological 

study in Vidyajyoti? Surely, we rely on lectures, books and 

seminars as our sources. However, the starting point of the 

Ignatian pedagogy of theologizing is the school of anub-

hava of prayer or school of the Spirit, of sitting at the feet 

of the Lord and listening to His word in the context of our 

experiences. This is beautifully captured in the three ped-

agogical principles of Vidyajyoti’s academic curriculum: 

God within History and the Response of Faiths, God in Je-

sus Christ, Church and Sacraments and finally, Christians 
in the world.

 May I commend all of us to the maternal care of 

our Blessed Virgin Mary to lead us to the graces of Jesus 

Christ to become men and women for God and Others!

-Fr. P. R. John SJ

PRINCIPAL’S INAUGURAL MESSAGE

“Saint Inigo, the Pilgrim Theologian”

July 08, 2021
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Sch. Pankaj SJ (DAR) 
(I Yr. B. Th)

 The deep God- Experience in his life moved 

him to see God’s presence in everything around him 

and reflect on the everlasting love of God for the en-

tire creation.

He began to see and understand everything anew. He 

spent hours and hours in reflecting, meditating and 

contemplating - God, who could also be found in na-

ture. He personified every living thing and creature 

with Jesus. These thoughts left him amused and ec-

static. He could dwell on these thoughts for a lengthy 

period of time without any distractions and further, 

experience deep consolations.

 His pilgrimage/journey which began by tak-

ing on the external route later turned toward to inter-

nal pathways. From then on, his pilgrimage revolved 

around Jesus Christ. He pondered and reflected about 

the things of God. In addition, he not only reflected 

but also lived out his experience of God and set an 

example for millions of people.

 Today thousands and millions of people have 

become believers of Jesus Christ. Their understand-

ing and concept of God has changed. They have be-

come more attuned to the divine presence in their 

lives. They can feel and identify the presence of God 

by simply becoming aware of their feelings of conso-

lation and desolation. As followers of St Ignatius, we 

can proudly claim that it is indeed a great contribu-

tion of our modern pilgrim theologian St Ignatius of 

Loyola.
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The ‘Lived Theology’ of St. Ignatius of 

Loyola.

 St Ignatius of Loyola was a man of great con-

viction. He had a clear goal in life beginning from his 

very adolescence. He could embrace any difficulty 

and challenge in order to achieve a set of goal. He be-

gan a journey of pursuing his dream with full vigor 

and gusto; in fact, this journey was completely direct-

ed and focused towards achieving worldly name and 

fame, power and prestige, honor, glory and so on. This 

was the plan for his life.  However, God had differ-

ent plans and ways for him, greater than mere human 

plans and so God altered the human focus of Ignatius 

and redirected them towards the divine.

 God intervened and left a great impact in the 

life of St Ignatius of Loyola in and through the battle 

event of Pamplona where he was hit by a cannon ball 

and one of his leg was wounded badly. When we look 

at this event with the eyes of faith, we realize that it 

was indeed the plan of God to sow the seed of conver-

sion in the heart of Ignatius, so that he may diverge 

from his worldly life to a Godly life. It was indeed a 

transforming moment which altered his focus from 

temporal pursuits to divine emptiness. This was the 

very incident which helped him realize that the desire 

to attain worldly name and fame, power, position and 

money etc. would only satiate him temporarily. He 

came to the realization that these would not last long 

but were brief and transient. 

 Then on St Ignatius re-directed his dreams 

and ambitions from gaining of external glory to in-

ternal tranquility. He gradually became aware of his 

inner movements and deep longing for an experience 

of God. With this realization, he began his inner pil-

grimage with a gesture of gratitude. His pilgrimage 

was indeed an external manifestation of the interior 

grace that he had received during the course of his life 

especially after his canon ball experience during the 

battle of Pamplona. 



A journey of Conversion

 Every individual is a pilgrim in the phase of life. 
Every journey has an intention towards the destination. 
At one point of life, every human arrives at the need of 
conversion. Conversion is a journey from where we are to 
where we should be. When we do it in the company of Je-
sus, it becomes a pilgrimage. The deepest intention is not 
going from one geographical spot to another but transfor-
mation of the inner person, search for deeper meaning. In 
Judeo-Christian tradition there are two phases or stages in 
this journey; turning away from sin and turning towards 
God. There are two types of conversion; personal and so-
cial. Ignatius focused on his personal first. There are three 
steps which a pilgrim exercises; accepting where the per-
son is, deciding where the person wants to be and mak-
ing the effort to reach there. Every journey is dynamic in 
its approach and it is constant and ongoing. If one takes 
a break in the course of journey the intention gets dilut-
ed. Ignatius made this spiritual journey in his life. The tool 
which kept his journey to move ahead in life was ‘Examen’.
 Rabindranath Tagore, a deeply religious man with 
a profound sense of the divine, a deep sense of the divine 
presence active in everything asks a question, ‘Have you 
not heard his silent steps?’ and goes on to reply, ‘He comes, 
comes and ever comes.’ God is at work all the time. He is in 
us and we are in Him. He comes to us at every moment of 
our lives. He involves in every good thing that we do. En-
tering our lives, He continues to transform us. Sometimes 
we are so occupied with a web of thinking and acting that 
we fail to recognize Him. Unless and until we look deeply 
into our personal life, we will not realize his presence in 
our lives. To be aware of His coming and calling we need 
to practice the ‘examination of conscience’, also known as 
the ‘examen’. What is it?
 Examining oneself is a spiritual journey with our 
inner movements. It is about being attentive to the work 
and voice of God in our inner self. It’s not merely about 
recalling our past and analyzing where we have been; it’s 
something deeper. It’s about knowing the spirit-guided in-
sights and becoming sensitive towards the inner feelings. 
It’s also recognizing how the Lord has been affecting, la-
boring and moving us. This exercise leads us to the depth 
of our affectivity and makes us be aware of God’s call for 
conversion. 

This practice of examen deepens as well as develops in us a 
heart that trusts that God is ever loving and forgiving. It is 
an experience of the spirit calling in our hearts for deeper 
conversion. Yes! It’s a journey of a spiritual conversion and 
a way towards the discerning of both our consciousness 
and our conscience.
 When Ignatius began to examen his inner journey 
on his sickbed in Loyola, he came to understand that many 
a thing that fascinated him had no lasting value or happi-
ness. While on the other hand, the lives of saints he read 
captivated him too and their response to the Lord’s call, 
enkindled in him with great joy and peace that lasted. In 
course of time, he developed a great desire to know him 
better and follow him closer; and the tool that he employed 
was examen. It enriched him with deeper experiences of 
the divine within himself. The more he practiced the ex-
amen, the greater he became aware of his inner move-
ments. He gained a great control of his inner journey so 
that he could be only moved by God. He was constant and 
competent in knowing the work of God in the depth of 
his heart. A zero became a hero for Christ because of the 
practice of examen.
 General Congregation 35 (D2, #8) emphasizes 
that “to find divine life at the depths of reality is a mission 
of hope given to us Jesuits.” It also says that our mode of 
proceeding is to trace the footprints of God everywhere, 
knowing that the spirit of Christ is at work in all places and 
situations and in all activities and meditations that seek to 
make him more present in the world. The demands of GC 
35 can be fulfilled in our life by practicing the examen ev-
ery day. In silence, we encounter the divine. The more we 
know the footprints of God in our lives, the more we open 
ourselves to be led by the spirit of God. As followers of 
Christ doing God’s mission, let us allow God to work in 
and through us and the Spirit to move us where God wants 
us to be in our lives.
 There are three questions that we must ask our-
selves twice in a day: What has been happening in me? 
How has the Lord been working in 
me? What has He been asking of me? 
These three questions can lead us to-
wards our destination we join the 
pilgrim Ignatius. 

Sch. Oscar Daniel Raj 
SJ (CCU) (I Yr. B. Th)
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The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius 
– A Travelogue for Our Inward Journey

 St. Ignatius a Pilgrim who is still relevant to our 

times. His early life suggests that he was a ‘pilgrim’ – a term 

which was dear to him and he called himself as a pilgrim 

in his autobiography. His whole life was a journey to come 

closer to God and St. Ignatius a pilgrim in that journey. 

Earlier St. Ignatius did make many pilgrimages mostly on 

foot. But later in his life he had to restrict himself to his 

desk. But still he was far from completing his pilgrimage 

which was then the inward journey to reach closer to God. 

The travelogue of this inward journey was meticulously re-

corded by him as, ‘The Spiritual Exercises’. For us this is gift 

by St. Ignatius for all who take this inward journey and ‘the 

Spiritual Exercises’ acts a travel guide in that journey. 

 If we see our inward journey as a walking pilgrim-

age there are a lot of similarities. St. Ignatius himself men-

tions this comparison of physical and spiritual activities in 

the 1st annotation of the Spiritual exercises, “For, just as 

taking a walk, travelling on foot, and running are physical 

exercises, so in the name of spiritual exercises given to any 

means of preparing and disposing our soul to rid itself of 

all its disordered affections and then, after their removal, 

of seeking and finding God’s will in the ordering of our life 

for the salvation of our soul.” (The Spiritual Exercises no.1)

We can see some aspects of travelogue of our inward jour-

ney in, The Spiritual Exercises:

 Destination: ‘Our Salvation’ is our destination in 

this inward journey. In the Principle and Foundation, it 

is mentioned very clearly, “Human beings are created to 

praise, reverence, and serve God our Lord, and by means 

of doing this to save their souls.” (The Spiritual Exercises 

no.23) Attaining salvation is reaching the destination in 

our inward journey.

 Baggage: We carry only essential things in a jour-

ney. And lesser the better. Here St. Ignatius mentions as, 

“preparing and disposing our soul to rid itself of all its 

disordered affections….” (The Spiritual Exercises nos.136 

-147) Getting rid of the disordered affections make us trav-

el lighter in this journey.  

Sign boards: As we fix our destination it becomes very clear 

for us to choose the direction when, ‘Two Standards-of 

Christ and of Lucifer’ (The Spiritual Exercises nos. 136-

147) is kept before us. The ‘Standard of Christ’ – the right 

direction we have to choose to reach our destination. The 

way we have to take differs from person to person and is 

suggested in the process of ‘Making an Election regarding 

the way of life.’ (The Spiritual Exercises nos.169 -188) Dis-

cernment of Spirits in our day-to-day life enables us to get 

in touch with our inner compass to choose the routes come 

on the way.

 Onward review of the journey: The Examen (The 

Spiritual Exercises no.43) suggests whether we are on the 

right way in this journey. Having review at regular inter-

vals is to make sure that we are not lost in reaching the 

destination. 

 Sight-seeing: Unlike any other journey, in this in-

ward journey we cannot predict the time of reaching the 

destination. It is a journey for a lifetime. Although we plan 

everything it is God who decides when, what and how of 

reaching our destination. It is by his grace, mercy and love 

our journey is rewarded. However before reaching the des-

tination, we have a number of places for sight-seeing. It is 

to see God in different things, events, persons along the 

way we travel. ‘Contemplation to attain love’ (The Spiri-

tual Exercises nos.230 -237) enables us to see God who is 

present all throughout our life’s journey. God as giver of 

all gifts, God dwelling in creatures by his presence, activity 

and essence, shows God’s love for us. Encountering God in 

this way is the foreshadow of what is to follow as we reach 

the destination. It is like sight-seeing and getting a taste 

before we become one with Him. 

 These are some aspects of The Spiritual Exercises 

which shows that it is a travelogue in our inward spiritual 

journey. St. Ignatius’ whole life as a 

pilgrim gives witness in saving one’s 

soul by praising, revering and serv-

ing God our Lord, our Saviour.

Vivek Vinnarasan SJ (BOM) 
(I Yr. B. Th)
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St. Inigo the Pilgrim theologian

 Ignatius though was not a formal theologian he 
offered an outstanding theology through his pilgrimage 
and life. James Hanvey says, “Ignatius understands that 
theology is this: not a speculative endeavour of the intel-
lect but a life that lives in Christ for the life of the world.” 
His life always proclaimed the Gospel. He gave himself for 
the proclamation of the Gospel after realizing his call. The 
kenosis moment (self-giving) happened when he gave up 
his self-glory, self-pride, and self-possession. He just fol-
lowed the words of his master, Jesus Christ, “whoever loses 
his life for my sake will save it.” (LK 9:24).
 He considered himself always a pilgrim. As a pil-
grim, he was searching his innermost self. It was the time 
of purification and transformation from self to God. Fr. Pe-
ter-Hans Kolvenbach would describe the pilgrim’s cave ex-
perience that he was “no longer tortured by the idols which 
his models of holiness had become”. The pilgrim’s theology 
was Always challenged. But for Ignatius everything was 
meaningful because he lived only for the greater glory of 
God. The Spiritual Exercises that he offered to the world 
has been one of the greatest treasures that the Church has 
today to help people to walk in search of self, holiness, and 
God.  He gave a new interpretation for Faith and thus a 
new way of guiding and narrating the journey of Jesus and 
his, he inspired many and formed an order. Since he was 
a pilgrim and theologian, he inspired his followers to have 
these two values: perseverance and Magis.
 We could attain salvation only by self-absorbed 
asceticism, was the thought predominant in his time. His 
radical shift was from the monastery life to apostolic life, 
(service to others). He strongly believed that we could save 
our souls by saving other souls, just as his master said: 
“love one another just as I have 
loved you” (Jn 13:34) and “love 
your neighbour as yourselves” 
(Mt 22: 39). He contextualised 
his theology by helping in hospi-
tals, begging for daily bread, and 
preaching the Good news tire-
lessly. He urged his followers to 
persevere in this radical way of 
implementing Jesus’ teachings.

John Paul SJ (CCU) 
(II Yr. B. Th)

Ignatius the Pilgrim Theologian

 

 Pilgrimage is a journey to holy places, made by 

people in search of true meaning of life. This journey can 

bring personal transformation in a person who is open 

to the spirit and allowing oneself to be guided by it. The 

term pilgrimage is very familiar to all of us but it occupies 

an important place in the life of our founder St. Ignatius 

of Loyola. He called himself a pilgrim. From the time he 

recuperated from the cannon ball experience, he was a 

pilgrim in search of God. We find, as we flip through the 

pages of autobiography, that Ignatius referred himself as a 

pilgrim as he was aware of his ever growing search for God 

through Jesus and Mother Mary. This search ultimately led 

him to Jerusalem, though he had other intensions, to ex-

perience Jesus ever more closely as he walked in the places 

where Jesus lived. For Ignatius, being in Jerusalem where 

Jesus lived was, being close with Jesus. 

 Rabindranath Tagore writes in one of his poems 

titled Destitute Donation “there is no God in the temple 

the hermit said” It conveys that if you want to experience 

God we need to come out of our comfort zone and be with 

the poor and needy. The phrase “Contextual theology” is 

very close to the heart of Vidya jyoti pariwar. The weekly 

ministry in slums, hospitals, prisoners, COVID-19 relief 

works and parishes help us to reflect in the context. This 

makes us to be close to the poor and helps us to grow in 

our faith to undertake this pilgrimage of theology. Thus 

in the process of saving others’ 

souls we save our own souls. 

And this is the ultimate desti-

nation of our pilgrimage. 

Sch. Pavan (II Yr. B. Th)
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Theological reflection

 The central theme for the second year theol-

ogy is God in Jesus Christ, Church and Sacraments. 

For us Christian, incarnation of Jesus Christ is the 

full revelation of God. God incarnated into human 

form. The word incarnation is derived from Latin ‘in-

carnari’, and is formed by the terms ‘in’ which means 

in or into, and ‘caro’ which means flesh. Hence, lit-

erally incarnation means enflashment. The Sanskrit 

equivalent for incarnation would be ‘avatār’. The word 

‘avatār’ means descent, especially of gods to earth, in-

carnation, and theophany.

 The srusti (beginning of the universe) and 

pralaya (the end of the universe) are cyclic. One cycle 

is called Yuga. At every yuga, Lord Vishnu (one of the 

triune gods) descends in order to restore the world by 

destroying evil and establishing good. There are ten 

principle incarnations in Hinduism. All these incar-

nations are in some way associated with Visnu.

 To understand the difference between incar-

nation and avatār, the mission manifesto to the both 

will be of help. The purpose of the Krishnavatār, ac-

cording to the the Bhagvad Gitā, is- “Whenever the 

righteousness is on decline and the unrighteousness 

is in the ascendant, then I body myself forth, for the 

protection of the righteous, the extirpation of the evil 

doers, and for establishing Dharma (righteousness), I 

am born from age to age” (BG 4:7, 8).

 The mission manifesto of the incarnation of 

Jesus is- “The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 

he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 

recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 

free, to proclaim the year of Lord’s favour” (Luke 4:18, 

19).

The differences:
1.Incarnation is free initiative of God and not a neces 

sity imposed by external forces (Christ- the messiah, 

the anointed one). On the other hand, the Avatar is a 

periodical and externally imposed on because of the 

promises Brahma or other gods to the demons.

2. God is not bound by anything. The avatār is bound 

by the law of karma.

3. Jesus Christ is the only incarnation of God with a 

unique and non-repeatable mission. The Hindu ava-

tars though have unique mission; the mission is re-

peatable.

4. Christ’s physical body was real, hence there is much 

stress on his physical resurrection, which for a Hindu 

avatar is not important. Body is like a garment that the 

soul changes (BG 2:22). The avatars, like the world, is 

an illusion. Only Brahman is real.

5. Incarnation of Christ is historical; avatārs do not 

have and need not have any historical base.

6. The crux of Christ’s incarnation is redemption from 

sin and reconciliation with God (kingdom of God). 

The aim of avatār is to destroy the evil and bless the 

righteous.

7. Christ retains the incarnate physical state even after 

resurrection. Various forms of avatār are taken and af-

ter the mission the body or form of the avatār is shed 

and removed like changing clothes.

8.Jesus Christ came to establish the kingdom of God 

once and for all. In the avatār 

there is no aspect of taking 

away of sin rather only destroy-

ing the evil person.

Sch. Hitesh Parmar SJ (II Yr. B. Th)
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Inigo the Pilgrim Theologian

 St. Ignatius of Loyola, the pilgrim theologian, 
continues to be a theologian even today through his three 
written treasures, namely the Autobiography, the Spiritu-
al exercises, and the Constitutions. I assert him as a theo-
logian because of his journey from anthropocentrism to 
Theo-centrism. He reached the highest in his spirituality, 
placing himself under the banner of the cross. St. Ignati-
us was smeared with the loving grace of God the father. 
His life was centered on Christ. Thus, Ignatius’s life was 
centered on three ‘C’s that are Christ-centered, Cross-cen-
tered, and Church-centered. 
 It is from “above” that the gift of consolation had 
taken the prime position in the heart of St. Ignatius. As 
Hugo Rahner S.J, highlights, Ignatius’s theology is “above” 
theology, the ascending theology. It is from there that ev-
erything emerges. Though Ignatius was not a trained and 
renowned theologian of that time, yet he is a theologian 
through his God’s experience at Manresa. Ignatius set his 
eyes on the creator, and in Him he gained faith and trust. 
We come to know of his mystical theology from Fonts Nar-
rarie de Sancto Ignatio where Ignatius describes that “until 
a man has once given himself over completely to God, he 
loves to suffer and to endure physical pain and hardship. 
But when he has finally given himself over to God, he 
treats his body better- but now no longer as a thing of his 
own, but as God’s property”. His focus shifted from earth 
to heaven, from creature to creator. 
 Ignatius had great devotion and reverence for the 
crucified Jesus. The experience of the cross was so intense 
that he begged God to experience the same suffering that 
Jesus Christ went through. During the third week of the 
Spiritual Exercises, the retreatants are to seek and beg for 
the grace to experience sorrow with Jesus. This meditation 
on suffering we draw from the fourth chapter of the Au-
tobiography, where St. Ignatius narrates that in Jerusalem 
he was happy to suffer for Christ and experience shame as 
Jesus experienced, and he was consoled by Christ.
 For Ignatius, Glory of God is always greater. He 
was infatuated and possessed by God. He was so over-
whelmed with the presence of God in him that he was in 
tears and had visions during the Eucharist and even at oth-
er times. 

As Nadal states, “always and at every hour he could find 
God when he wished.” Such was the grace which was freely 
given by God to his faithful servant. As we find in the Spir-
itual Exercises, it’s the love of God, the creator, from whom 
everything moves and has its being.  
 As St. Paul puts it in Acts 17:28 “in him we live 
and move and have our being”, thus Ignatius also did the 
same. In Christ, St. Ignatius gained strength and sustained 
his ministry of saving souls. He states in the Constitution 
no.622 “the greater service to God and the good of the uni-
verse”. Thus, the Jesuit missions should bring greater hon-
our and Glory to God. As we read in the Constitution no. 
719, “it is for the greater glory of God that all the tasks are 

taken”. 
  Thus Our life should be centered 

on Christ seeking God’s Glory.  
Today we are called to imitate this 
great theologian, St. Ignatius by 
finding God in all things at the 
same time, to see all things new 
in Christ. 

Sch. George SJ (II Yr. B. Th)

St. Inigo the Pilgrim Theologian

 Jesuits are all over the world grounded in love for 
Christ and animated by the spiritual vision of their found-
er, St. Ignatius of Loyola, to help others and seek God in 
all things. As members of a worldwide society within the 
Catholic Church, the Jesuits are committed to the service 
of faith and the promotion of justice. 
 In the early-stage, Ignatius of Loyola was driven 
by a desire for fame, honour and nobility. Out of boredom 
during his recovery, he turned to the only books available 
in the castle’s limited library the life of Christ and the lives 
of the saints. This resulted in a deep desire to serve God. 
Ignatius began to travel widely begging, preaching and 
caring for the poor and the sick. Along the way, he record-
ed his spiritual insights and methods of prayer in a manual 
that later became the Spiritual Exercises.
 During the time of his conversion, Ignatius expe-
rienced God not as distant and removed reality, but as a 
teacher personally involved in his life. After the conver-
sion, he was the man of God. 
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 Here the man of God simply does not mean he en-
countered God individually rather he lived the life which 
was most challenging. His only desire and focus was to fol-
low the footsteps of revealed Jesus Christ. The values of 
Jesus were part and partial of the rest his life. Paul’s letters 
to Galatians 2:20 we find that “It is no longer I who live, 
but Christ who lives in me”. Similarly, the life of Ignatius of 
Loyola itself was rooted in Christ. Whoever came to his life 
could experience the manifestation of God’s divine grace 
in him. 
 Ignatius was the pilgrim who always imitated the 
values of Christ. His life itself was the message of show-
ing God to others. The spiritual exercises, catechism and 
devout practices were the source of inspiration for others 
to the way to God. Here personally, I feel that the way to 
God means one’s ability to understand God’s love, mercy 
and righteousness and personalize it in his or her life. The 
question may arise in our mind that who is my role model 
as religious or a good faithful. With deep conviction one 
should articulate that the role model is none other than 
Jesus Christ who is the image of invisible God. (Col 1: 15).  
 In modern time it is very challenging for many to 
practice the values of Christ genuinely. Many live superfi-
cial lives in their action which lacks the source of inspira-
tion for others. By our unexemplary behaviour we become 
the stumbling block to the faithful around us. We fail to set 
the good example as Jesus says “I am the good shepherd” 
(Jn 10:11). As Ignatius showed others to show the way of 
God, we too become the ambassador of Christ. (2 Cor 
5:20). Let there be fire within us that we may kindle other 
fires through our ministries and service of God. Ignatian 
spirituality challenges us to encounter God in all things, 
witnessing to the joy of the Gospel. We go forth into the 
world as contemplatives in action, discerning God’s desire 
for our lives here and now, and 
acting on God’s invitation. We 
are women and men for and with 
others, hearing both the cry of 
the earth and the cry of the poor 
and responding to it accordingly 
with open mind and spirit.

Sch. Cyprian Soreng SJ (II Yr. B. Th)

SAINT INIGO THE PILGRIM THEOLOGIAN

 The idea of pilgrimage occupies an important 
place in the life of St. Inigo. Pilgrim is a term that Ig-
natius would attribute himself to. In the autobiogra-
phy which he dictated to a colleague late in his life he 
refers himself throughout as “the pilgrim”. The term 
‘pilgrimage’ can be used in different senses. The liter-
al meaning would be a journey to a shrine or sacred 
place as an act of religious devotion, describes a very 
old and common religious practice, which has been 
part of Christian devotion since early ages. A theo-
logian is one who constantly becomes aware of the 
context and seeks to perceive the hand of God in the 
process of contextualization. Intense spiritual journey 
was the order of the day for Inigo from the time of his 
conversion. In this sense, Ignatius can be considered 
as a pilgrim theologian.
 I would like to begin with his experiences at 
Manresa. Ignatius settled and lived in Manresa for 
eleven months. The stay of Ignatius in Manresa was 
much longer than anticipated had a great relevance 
later in his life and work. Ignatius always considered 
his stay in Manresa as very important. He said that 
those months of his life in the city had been for him 
a kind of novitiate in the things of the spirit. For this 
reason, the expression “going to Manresa” means for 
the Jesuits a pilgrimage to the sources of their history, 
religious vocation, and spirituality. His theology had 
a solid grounding in this place with deep experiential 
knowledge of God. These experiences would become 
the basis for writing spiritual exercises later. His quest 
for God led him to Rome, only to realize the will of 
God of departing from Jerusalem.
 He realizes in his spirit the need to learn Latin 
and pursued it with great commitment. He moved to 
Alcala for further studies. We can perceive Ignatius 
as a man with deep thirst for God like a theologian 
who seeks to contextualize by preaching pertaining to 
the context. He begins his studies at the University of 
Paris. He studies literature, philosophy and theology 
at this University. It is in Paris that be begins to share 
a room with Francis Xavier and Peter Faber.
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As a pilgrim theologian, he greatly influenced a few 
other fellow students. Ignatius, along with two of his 
companions, Peter Faber, and James Lainez, decides 
to go to Rome and place themselves at the disposal of 
the Pope. It was a few miles outside the city that Ig-
natius had the second most significant of his mystical 
experiences. At a chapel at La Storta where they had 
stopped to pray, God the Father told Ignatius, “I will 
be favorable to you in Rome” and that he would place 
him (Ignatius) with His Son. Ignatius did not know 
what his experience meant, for it could mean perse-
cution as well as success since Jesus experienced both. 
But he felt very comforted since, as St. Paul wrote, to 
be with Jesus even in persecution was success.
 Ignatius would call himself as ‘Pilgrim’ not 
only in the sense of his journey of life but also with the 
way God guided him in the realm of spirit. Ignatius 
constantly reflected on the context and discerned the 
future case of action. He therefore stressed very much 
on the importance of doing the examination of con-
sciousness regularly. As a contextual approach, Ignati-
us feels the desperate need in being faithful to examen 
more than prayer. Spiritual conversation was another 
significant tool that he employs to interact with peo-
ple of all walks of life. Finally, Ignatius can be termed 

as a pilgrim theologian with 
the thirst of gaining souls 
for God.

Praveen Polanki 
(III Yr. B. Th)

 to recovery and he must embark on a perilous journey 
which will help him to be a better person. The journey 
is not a usual one, it was not taken up for mere ad-
venture or fun. This journey was fueled by uncondi-
tional love of Christ, and a deep desire to serve Him, 
His true master and king. The journey had a divine 
purpose, a divine presence therefore it becomes a pil-
grimage. A pilgrimage which began at Manresa and 
came to a completion at Rome when finally, Ignatius 
set out for his final pilgrimage to meet the Lord in 
heaven. The life of Ignatius was a pilgrimage journey. 
He lived all his life as a pilgrim. A man who was al-
ways on move, therefore, I truly believe that he lived 
the words of St Augustine, “Our hearts are restless un-
til they rest in you” He was restless to experience God. 
He was restless to serve the Lord about whom he has 
read so much while convalescing at Loyola.
 Anyone who believes in God, has a deep 
desire to see Him and to experience Him. In oth-
er words, our hearts are restless too. We might call 
our restless hearts by different names, our search for 
meaning, our desire to excel etc. But I believe, it is 
our soul longing for its creator. It is a basic purpose 
of our existence which many fail to understand. Igna-
tius’s heart was on fire. He had understood that, such 
longing lives within us until we find communion with 
God and experience his love. It is only God who gives 
us this rest and till we realise this we keep trying to 
silence our longing with food, drink, money, sex and 
power. Pope Francis defined St. Augustine’s restless-
ness as our restlessness, the restlessness of spiritual 
seeking, the restlessness of the encounter with God, 
the restlessness of love.  Inigo had a brief experience 
of God while reading books like; ‘The lives of Saints’ 
and ‘The life of Christ’. These briefest encounters cre-
ated a thirst for more of God, which grew day by day.  
“As the deer pants for water, so my soul longs for you, 
O Lord.” The pilgrim Ignatius was restless to meet His 
creator and for that he was ready to do anything. On 
multiple occasions he knew that he was on the right 
path. God himself was guiding him.  My dear friends, 
so often we fail to have such restlessness for God. We 
may be restless for lot of things; 

‘Our hearts are restless until they rest 

in you’ – St. Augustine

 Inigo was wounded at the battle of Pamplona. 
It was during his covalence period he recognized how 
wounded he was eternally. He knew it was a long road
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maybe for power, money, popularity but not for the 
ultimate union with Christ.We are called to be com-
panions of Jesus, but have we taken up the pilgrimage 
the way- Ignatius took? We must realise that the pil-
grimage is not easy. It is filled with number of obsta-
cles, humiliations, difficulties and a lot of doubts like 
why did I take up this pilgrimage at the first place? We 
must realize that God who loves us so much sacrificed 
his only son for us, will never abandon us. If we are 
too afraid to take up this pilgrimage then we might 
not love God the way Ignatius did. It is only by trust-
ing in Jesus we overcome such doubts and obstacles. 
Jesus’s love and trust towards Abba Father was shown 
in his obedience, surrendering totally to God’s will. If 
we to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, we should be de-
termined to do the same out of love for God. Once we 

understand the depth of the 
love that Jesus has for us, we 
will be able to take up the 
pilgrimage willingly. Let us 
pray for a restless heart that 
only finds it rest in the Lord. 

Vivian W. Lopez SJ (BOM) (III Yr. B. Th)

3 For, Ignatius knew that God is there everywhere;
And He can be found in all things.

4 That’s why when all approached God the ‘descending’ 
way.

Ignatius approached God the Psalter way, the ‘ascend-
ing’ way.

After all, we all are humans.

5 And only through the tangible,
Can we, the humans, know the intangible.

6 However, we, humans, know that ‘Nature is tangible 
and self-revealing.’

And that Nature is the autobiography of God.
Hence if we could read it, then we can certainly find 

God in it.

7 And St. Ignatius read it through his Cardoner expe-
rience

To eventually find God in all things.

8 Nevertheless, the Psalter speaks of ‘the inescapable 
God’

While Ignatius speaks of the God who can’t escape us.
For, our God has imprisoned Godself in all things.

9 While the Psalter sings: “O Lord, you have searched 
me and known me.

Your knowledge about me is so high that I cannot at-
tain it,”

10 Ignatius sings: “I don’t have to search you, O LORD. 
For, I find you in all things.

Is that not the truth that You want us all to find and 
believe in?”

11 The Psalter sings: “Even the darkness is not dark to 
you, O LORD.

For darkness is as light to you.”

12 Ignatius goes a step further and says:
“God is there in all things.
Hence, in darkness, too.”

13 While the Psalter, at times, laments
At his humiliation, bad health and poverty

The Ignatian Psalm

Finding God in All Things

(In comparison with Psalm 139)

1 The whole world insisted: “Everything is in God.”
Came St. Ignatius and said: “God is in everything.”

2 After all, the Psalter has foretold the Ignatian idea:
“Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from 

your presence?
If I ascend to heaven, you are there; If I make my bed in 

Sheol, you are there.”
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14 Ignatius prefers humiliation, bad health and pov-
erty

To glory, honour, good health and wealth.
For, God can be found in humiliation, bad health and 

poverty, too.

15 After all, are not suffering, humiliation and bad 
health

Ways of obtaining wisdom just as happened to Job?

16 Oh yes! I now realize if I can find God in all things,
Would I not be able to find God in me, too?

Ha! Now I know, as did St. Ignatius, where God is.

Sch. Jeyaseelan 
Saminathan SJ
 (III Yr. B. Th)

Will he say “Shabash my fellow companions; you have run a good 
race”? There will be innumerable questions like these arising in 
our heart and mind. It is difficult to answer such questions if we 

really didn’t understood Ignatius.
 The original idea of founding the Society arose 
from St. Ignatius’ desire was to save souls. For him saving 
souls was the primary mission. He understood it clearly 
from Jesus’ commissioning His disciples on mission say-
ing, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to 
the whole creation. The one who believes and is baptized 
will be saved” (cf: Mk 16:15).
 Today the Jesuits have widespread not only to the 
urban areas but also to the remotest of the villages and 
work for the upliftment of the poor, the marginalized, and 
the down-trodden. The saint of our times Fr. Stan Swamy 
who worked for the welfare of the Tribals of ChotaNagpur 
selflessly till his last breath. He was one exemplary soul of 
the present-day Jesuits’ contributing to the welfare of the 
people. St. Ignatius, for sure, would be proud of him. There 
are also Jesuits and other missionaries working in differ-
ent places for the welfare of human society. They hardly 
come in the forefront as they don’t enjoy publicity. This is 
the real strength of the Church today. St. Ignatius would be, 
indeed, happy for them. At the same time, the Society of 
Jesus has also given birth to institutions. There are N-num-
ber of established schools, colleges, and other institutions. 
These institutions have been serving and helping many to 
be educated and to come up in life. The reason for people 
looking forward to sending their children to our mission 
schools with hope and expectation is the quality education 
and the character building which is hallmark of Jesuit edu-
cation. St. Ignatius would really be happy to see these too. 
 Though the Society of Jesus today has become a 
hallmark at the service of the humankind, there also aris-
es the need of the hour to look back and introspect to see 
whether we are in the right track. There are numerous 
challenges posed before us today – 
political, religious, linguistic, tra-
ditional, and so on. At this junc-
ture what is most needed is to look 
for the will of God and at the same 
time go back to our roots and see 
what would St. Ignatius do if he 
were to be alive today.

Sch. Cajetan Antony SJ (III Yr. B.Th)

ST. IGNATIUS TODAY

 St. Ignatius, our beloved founder of the Society of Jesus, 
cherished imagination and fantasy. He enjoyed imagining espe-
cially at the sick bed while he was convalescing. On one hand, he 
imagined what he would do to go to the place of his lady love and 
what words he would use to address her, and how he would im-
press her. On the other hand, he thought to himself if the saints 
could do whatever good works, he too would be able to do them. 
This imagination is what lead him to become a pilgrim saint. His 
contribution to the Church, specially at the time of reformation, 
was noteworthy. His contribution didn’t end with that. It was just 
a beginning. The small seed, the Society of Jesus, sown by Igna-
tius in the sixteenth century has now sprouted and grown to be 
a deep-rooted tree whose contribution to the Church as well as 
the human society is remarkable. 
 Sometimes, we humans, enjoy imagining and fantasiz-
ing too. Let’s imagine if St. Ignatius were to be alive today. How 
would he look at the Society of Jesus that he founded six cen-
turies ago? What would he tell the Jesuits of today? Will he be 
happy about the way the Society of Jesus is functioning? 
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St. Ignatius, the Pilgrim

My mind may not fully grasp, nor my words describe

That of a soldier saint, a soul e’er so sublime, 

Who honoured God with the life he lived and the words he preached;

Who else other than Ignatius of Loyola, our limping pilgrim saint! 

In war, a cannon ball shattered his leg and dreams;

On bed, he got books he never wanted to read;

And through them, God turned his convalescence into a conversion

To be forever His faithful companion 

He left a spiritual treasure worth more than gold

To save many a soul, young and old

With much love and passion, he served His people 

Enthusing in them a desire of a desire 

To seek and see newness in everything

To find God in all things thru a process so discerning 

It sparked a revolution in the Church, so dear to him.

His prayers for Generosity ‘n’ ‘Take and Receive’ 

Inspired many a soul to be true, nay, simple like him.

Inigo, a messenger of God, the bravest soldier of Christ,

Though losing a limb in war, ne’er lost faith in God;

Trusting in Divine Providence at all times he remained 

A pilgrim on earth, until the Ultimate Sublime he attained 

Sch. Pravin Jose SJ 
(JAM) (I Yr. B. Th)
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  And ‘who is cause of suffering?’ This is the 
fundamental question, which either moulds the belief in 
God or decreases it. When we find answers to our ques-
tions, we believe in the existence of God and when we don’t 
get, we doubt which leads to atheism. When we receive 
what we ask for we don’t doubt about the existence of God 
but, when we don’t receive, we doubt. If there is God, why 
doesn’t He fulfill what I need even though I beseech Him 
much?  
 We find in Genesis that God created everything 
good. He handed over everything to us. He appointed us 
as caretakers of the universe. This is out of His freewill he 
gave us the freewill. We read in Deuteronomy 30:19, “This 
day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against 
you that I have set before your life and death, blessings and 
curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may 
live.” We misused, overused abused the freedom that God 
gave us which is the cause of suffering. Therefore, we are 
cause of suffering. Buddha is right in saying that desire is 
the cause of suffering. This desire leads to egocentric atti-
tude demeaning all other beings as secondary and redun-
dant. The ego is obvious in all walks of life: between two 
families, two villages, two castes, races and regions and two 
nations.
 In the Spiritual Exercises, the Principal and Foun-
dation number 23, St Ignatius of Loyola invites us to fulfill 
the purpose for which God created us. We need to love and 
serve the universe. We should not forget that all beings in 
the world are necessary for our being in the world. The 
nature is distressed by contamination of water, pollution 
of air and deforestation. Industrial revolution has vastly 
disturbed the biosphere reserves. When we reflect over the 
theme ‘Seeing all things in God and God in all things,’ 
the Covid-19 is a prophetic intervention, we could say. The 
world is at risk. Hence, we need to revive it by caring for 
one another and caring for the nature. The nature loves us 
unconditionally. We need to reciprocate our love for the 

betterment of our life. 

Suffering and the Existence of God
Seeing all things in God and 

God in all things

 “Is there God? If He is there in the world, where 
does he live?” one of the Tamil poets Kannadhasan’s mean-
ingful verse from a cine song depicts the current situation. 
 When Coivd-19 has turned the world topsy-turvy, 
it’s natural for human beings to raise the question ‘where 
is God?’ Due the pandemic all churches, temples and 
mosques were closed and reopened with restrictions. Idols 
in temples and statues in churches were sanitized. When 
human beings are affected by unanswerable sufferings, the 
first and foremost place for them to get solace is divine 
centers. On the contrary, when these places were unusual-
ly shut down, it is normal for humans to raise the question 
‘is there God? If there is God, why does he allow suffering 
in the world, particularly suffering to the innocent? Who 
is the cause of suffering?’ How do we perceive the Ignatian 
theme of seeing all things in God and God in all things?  
 When we delve into the reality of life, we find that 
whenever the existence of human beings is under trouble, 
we question the existence of God. When something such 
as natural calamity or pandemic occurs which is beyond 
the so-called human power and understanding, we tend 
to raise questions and seek for instant answers. We are in 
search of solutions to all our problems. 
 Life is intertwined with joys and sufferings. But, 
human beings search for joy and happiness and try to avoid 
suffering. Human beings by nature are pleasure-seeking 
beings as stated by Emily Durkheim in the pleasure-seek-
ing principle. No one wants suffering in life. Furthermore, 
Aristotle says that the thrive of human beings to be hap-
py in life is the fundamental cause of existence which he 
called it Eudaimonia which is seeking for good. Even in 
consuming eatables, we crave for sweeter stuff than bitter 
ones. Furthermore, in our daily life too, we yearn for hap-
pier news than sad ones. 
 This is a natural law that humans look for hap-
piness and stay away from suffering. On the contrary, 
when human beings are affected by the reality of suffering,  
which is indeed unwanted and beyond the human power, 

the usual question is ‘why does it happen to me?’
 

Fr Arul SJ (MDU)
 Newly ordained Priest. 
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INIGO: Pilgrim who Read and 
Responded to the Signs of his times

 Throughout his life, Inigo the pilgrim, made 
every effort to read, understand and respond to the 
signs of the times. His autobiography is a testimony 
of his audacity to dare; to get out of his comfort zone 
and to transcend narrow boundaries. His cannonball 
moment, five hundred years ago, was a moment of 
grace which also challenged him to address systemic 
issues which plagued society and church of his times. 
Journeying the untrodden path was fraught with dif-
ficulties and hostility from the ‘officialdom’ including 
the inquisition. He was however, undaunted!
 The incarceration and the institutional mur-
der of Fr Stan Swamy on 5 July is a watershed moment 
for Jesuits: to revisit our charism and commitment 
and to ask ourselves if, we are, like our Founder, actu-
ally reading and responding to the signs of the times. 
Recently the beatification of another Jesuit Rutilio 
Grande together with his two lay companions, was 
announced. It will take place on 22 January 2022 in El 
Salvador. Grande and companions were assassinated 
on 12 March 1977 by the ruling junta of his country. 
Their crime? They took a stand against the regime for 
mercilessly exploiting the poor and marginalised of 
the country. 
 Grande’s murder converted a close friend, 
the conservative Oscar Romero. Three weeks earlier, 
Romero was appointed Archbishop of San Salvador. 
Grande’s death came as a terrible shock to Romero. 
Presiding over his friend’s funeral Mass, Romero said, 
“the government should not consider a priest who 
takes a stand for social justice as a politician or a sub-
versive element when he is fulfilling his mission in the 
politics of the common good.”; emphatically adding, 
“anyone who attacks one of my priests, attacks me. If 
they killed Rutilio for doing what he did, then I too 
have to walk the same path”. Romero never looked 
back and immersed himself totally in defending the 
rights of the oppressed of his country. He was assassi-
nated three years later and today is a Saint!

 In 1973, addressing a Congress of Jesuit 
Alumni, the then Jesuit Superior General Fr Pedro 
Arrupe said, “let me ask this question: Have we Je-
suits educated you for justice? You and I know what 
many of your Jesuit teachers will answer to that ques-
tion. They will answer, in all sincerity and humility: 
No, we have not. If the terms “justice” and “education 
for justice” carry all the depth of meaning which the 
Church gives them today, we have not educated you 
for justice... What does this mean? It means that we 
have work ahead of us. We must help each other to 
repair this lack in us, and above all make sure that in 
future the education imparted in Jesuit schools will be 
equal to the demands of justice in the world.”  These 
sentiments have re-echoed down the ages through the 
Superior Generals who succeeded Arrupe. Fr Arturo 
Sosa reminds us that our Universal Apostolic Prefer-
ences (UAPs) “seek to unleash a process of apostolic 
revitalization and creativity that makes us better ser-
vants of reconciliation and justice”.
 Since Vatican II, Church teaching has em-
phasized that all Christians have the responsibility 
in ensuring a more humane and just world. The 1971 
Synod of Bishops on ‘Justice in the World’ was un-
equivocal on this. In ‘Caritas in Veritate’, Pope Ben-
edict XVI states, Love — caritas — is an extraordi-
nary force which leads people to opt for courageous 
and generous engagement in the field of justice and 
peace.” Pope Francis calls for greater political engage-
ment in ‘Fratelli Tutti’. 
 Jesuits Rutilio and Stan played a prophetic 
role and have demonstrated 
the essential principle of polit-
ical engagement to address the 
many challenges that confront 
us today! The question we need 
to ask ourselves, that given the 
mandate we have as Jesuits, 
are we courageous to run the 
gauntlet? 

“He is a Jesuit belonging to Gujarat Province.
Human rights, reconciliation and peace activist/writer”

Fr. Cedric Prakash SJ
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SAINT INIGO THE PILGRIM 

THEOLOGIAN

 At the outset it must be said, that one likely 

reason why Ignatius was not regarded as a theologian 

in the past was because his writings did not seem to 

contain what may be termed as ‘formal theology’. 

However, from his ‘cannonball moment’1  he can be 

seen to be ‘theologizing’ about life. His is thus a prac-

tical theology unlike mush of the theology prevalent 

at his time. In this his was quite a unique theology.

 From the beginning of his pilgrim search with 

a wayside stop at the local shrine of our Lady of Aran-

zazu and from there to Barcelona and Montserrat, he 

kept searching for meaning in his life. He intended to 

spend only a few days at Manresa, however he stayed 

ten months. Here he became a new person. It was here 

that he began to put his thoughts down in writing into 

what would later become the “Spiritual Exercises” 

which clearly allow us to see Ignatius as an eminent 

‘pilgrim’ theologian. This was because he continued to 

journey till the end of his life.2
Ignatius was aware that he was a pilgrim, as is evident 

in many of his writings, but particularly in two of his 

letters. In these he writes, “We must never lose sight 

of the fact that are pilgrims until we reach [our heav-

enly country]”3  and “being as we are pilgrims on this 

earth, with our lasting city in the kingdom of heav-

en, we should not consider it a great loss when those 

whom we love in our Lord depart a little before us, for 

we shall follow them before long”.4  This understand-

ing of self was not new, yet it was new in a very real 

sense (1 Jn 2:7-8)5 

 

 This realization led him to keep searching for 

God’s will in his own life, but also for newer and bet-

ter ways to respond to the needs of others. This in a 

summary form would be the theology of Ignatius as a 

pilgrim. What was formerly “salvation of one’s soul”, 

became later “salvation of others”. This “salvation of 

others” extended to the whole of creation as is evident 

in the “Contemplation to BECOME AWARE6  of 

love” (Rom 8:19-23).It is in both the Spiritual Exer-

cises and the Constitutions of the Society that we ex-

perience the theology of Ignatius. Beginning with the 

“Principle and Foundation” in the Exercises in which 

God is at the centre and from whom all flows, to the 

last meditation on “The Contemplation to become 

aware of love”  in which everything comes from God 

and goes back to God, we meet Ignatius the Theolo-

gian who begins and ends with God. His world view 

is mainly theocentric. 

 The Exercises contain a pragmatic and hands-

on theology. It is in our openness to God’s will and 

purpose that we free ourselves from all other attach-

ments to reach “Ignatian Indifference”.7  One is so dis-

posed to God and God’s will that like Jesus one seeks 

to do that alone (Jn 4:34). 

 The Constitutions too contain a theology that 

has to be lived. We are invited regularly in the Con-

stitutions to keep before our gaze God alone. We seek 

and find God in all things and all things in God (2 

Cor 5:19). This is because God in not only creator but 

working actively in the world through the Son. In this 

sense the theology of Ignatius is also Incarnational. 

It is the second person of the Divine Trinity who in-

vites us to accept his standard which is opposed to the 

standard of the world. 
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Yet, it was new, because one had to be reminded about it 

constantly and one does that in a pre-eminent way in the 

Daily Examen.

6 The English translation of the last meditation of the Ex-

ercises is titled “The Contemplation to obtain love”. How-

ever, I prefer to use the term “become aware” in place of 

“obtain”. This is because the word “obtain” can sometimes 

be associated with achievement, acquiring or getting. This 

then could be interpreted to mean that one can “merit” or 

“earn” God’s love. The words “become aware” will mean 

that the love has been given and we need only to open ev-

ery fibre of our beings to receive it. This is evident in the 

inaugural proclamation of Jesus in the Synoptic Gospels 

(Mk 1:14-15; Mt 4:17; Lk 4:16-30).

7 The reading for using the phrase “Ignatian” before In-

difference is because synonyms for “Indifference” are “ir-

relevance” “meaninglessness” “insignificance” and “Incon-

sequence”. However, the “indifference” hopes the one who 

does the Exercises will strive for is exactly the opposite of 

these synonymous. In “Ignatian Indifference”, one cares so 

much that one can detached from the outcome of the ac-

tion. One is so concerned that one can accept any result if 

it is God’s will.

“He is a Jesuit belonging to 

Bombay Province. 

Currently he is the Chaplain 

of The Shrine of Infant Jesus, 

Nashik.”

Fr. Errol Fernandes 
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This is why we are called not as individuals but as com-

munity to a theology and spirituality in the world. We 

are called to a theology that is intended to transform 

both ourselves and the world. 

1 The ‘cannonball moment’ is a term that is used to refer 

to the incident when on May 20, 1521 at the Battle of Pam-

plona, a cannonball struck and wounded one of Ignatius’s 

legs and shattered the other. This led to a ‘forced lockdown’ 

during which he realigned his entire life.

2 Because of his desire to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, 

his Lord, he moved to Jerusalem where he stayed for three 

weeks before being ordered to return to Europe. He then 

came back to Spain where he went to Alcala and Salamanca. 

It was there that he went to the University of Paris. It was 

only the final 16 years of his life that he spent stationed in 

Rome. However, the numerous letters he wrote to individ-

ual Jesuits and communities during this time is indicative 

of the fact that though he was physically stationed in one 

place, his heart and mind were always moving.

3 Letter 4306, in William J Young SJ., trans., Letters of St. 

Ignatius of Loyola (Chicago: Loyola University Press, 1959) 

253.

4 Letter 5313, ibid., 379. Ignatius wrote this letter to console 

a husband on the death of his wife. It was written in April 

1556 which was less than four months before his own death.

5 It was not new because the idea is present already in the 

New Testament in Mt 6:25-33; Lk 12:4-5; See 2 Cor 5:1-2 

where Paul refers to our lives on earth as living in an “earth-

ly tent”. 
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 Sr Prabina is a Loreto Sister. She has 
served in various ministries such as 
Street children home, school, forma-
tion, counseling Sex-workers, etc. At 
present she teaches Systematic theolo-
gy in Vidyajyoti college of Theology.

 Fr Edwin Philip Rodrigues 
is a Jesuit of the Bombay Prov-
ince. He has done his following 
studies: MA in Philosophy from 
Loyola College, Chennai; MA in 
Economics from Bombay School 
of Economics, Mumbai Univer-
sity; Masters in Biblical Studies at 
Jnana-Deepa, Pune; Doctorate in the Old Testament 
Exegesis from St. George College of Philosophy and 
Theology, Frankfurt, Germany. He is currently as-
signed to teach scripture at VJ. He teaches: Psalms, 
Wisdom Literature, Pentateuch, Biblical Greek, Bib-
lical Hebrew and Biblical Theology. Fr Edwin holds 
an additional responsibility as the Librarian of VJ. His 
hobbies and area of interest are: Bible, Teaching, Read-
ing, Writing, Singing and Sports. Things that inspire 
and keeps him motivated are: Bible Reading, Daily 
Eucharist and Prayer, Life of Jesus, Life of saints and 
other exemplary persons. Words of Wisdom from the 
Bible: “I know that my Redeemer lives” (Job 19:25).  
“I know the one in whom I have put my trust” (2 Tim 
1:12).

Fr. Arulanandu Nirmal Raj, the 
newly appointed Rector of Vidy-
ajyoti college of Theology New 
Delhi, is a Jesuit belonging to 
Dumka-Raiganj Province. After 
completing his Terntionship at 
Manila Philippines he was ap-
pointed as the Principal of St. 

Xavier’s School, Sahibganj then after he was elected as 
the Provincial of the Dumka-Raiganj Province. Under 
his leadership as the provincial, the province began 
many new endeavours and one of them was the much 
awaited first University College popularly known as 
St. Xavier’s College, Maharo. After having finished his 
term as the provincial he served in the same college as 
the Secretary and brought it to new heights to what it 
is today.

Fr. Anthony D’Souza, SJ, is from 
Karnataka Province. He was or-
dained on the 27th of December 
2013. He did his tertianship in 
Shembagnoor in the year 2013. 
He has a licentiate from KU Leu-
ven in theological ethics. Now 
he is teaching faculty in Vidyajy-
oti college of Theology.

 Fr. Hector Pinto SJ was entered 
in the Society of Jesus in 1979 
and he received the first Vows 
on the 31st of July, 1981.
He did philosophy in JDV, 
Pune, 1983 -85. He did regency 
in Jivan Jyot Unai, 1985-86.  He 

did B.Ed. in M.H. Patel college, Vidyanagar, 1986-87. 
He did Theology studies in Premal Jyoti. Ahmedabad, 
1987-90. He was ordained 7th of May, 1990.  He did 
his tertianship from 1999 to 2000. He received his fi-
nal Vows on 31st of July,2001. He was appointed as a 
vice-principal of Loyola Hall, Ahmedabad. Then he 
served as director of Prenovitiate, Ahmedabad. He 
was the principal of Shanti Niketan school, Zankh-
vav. Then he was appointed in St. Xavier’s school, 
Gandhinagar, as principal. He was superior and prin-
cipal of Gandhinagar, school, and community.  He 
served as JEA Coordinator -PCE in Gandhinagar. He 
served as acting principal of St. Xavier’s school, Kalol. 
He served as a manager of a school in Jagruti High 
School, Mandal. He was assistant province treasurer 
and he was acting principal of St. Xavier’s Kalol. Now 
he is the Regestrar and  treasurer in Vidyajyoti college 
of Theology.



FIRST YEAR STUDENTS

 My “Home is where the waves 
are.” My name is Anish Raj, son of a 
fisherman and is proud to be one. I 
am from Tamil Nadu, Kanyakumari 
District. My father is a fisherman 
and mother- homemaker. I have a 
younger sister to fight with. I belong 

to the Delhi Province of the Society of Jesus. I like to 
read. In my free time I engage myself with computer 
designing and video editing. I have finished my two 
years of Regency before coming for my theological 
studies. My philosophy of life is “Don’t flee from chal-
lenges but embrace them with love- they lead you to 
new horizons”. I am excited to journey during these 
three years of theological studies mounting on “VJ” 
boat surfing through challenging waves of our current 
wounded society with some theological perspective 
to see some new horizons in my life personally and 
try to see God in them ultimately. - Anish Raj SJ

 

 I am Ankit John belonging to 
the Diocese of Buxar. I hail from Bal-
lia district, Diocese of Varanasi, Uttar 
Pradesh. I was sent to Vishwa Jyoti Gu-
rukul, Varanasi for my philosophical 
studies where I learnt to see the good-

ness of the other religions. This experience changed 
my narrow-minded ideas about the other religions, 
castes, color and creeds. I have done my graduation 
in philosophy from Varanasi.  I have done two years 
of regency, first year in educational field and in sec-
ond year pastoral field. I am interested in playing vol-
leyball, teaching, playing some musical instruments, 
exploring the beauty of the nature like waterfalls and 
mountains. I am residing at Pratiksha, Delhi.  The Aim 
of my contextual theology is to know and to experi-
ence God deeply that I can give God to other people.

-Ankit John

 I am Sch. Adesh Lakra S.J. I 
come from Chhattisgarh District of 
Jashpur village Bara Galonda. We 
are five in the family, my mother and 
four brothers including me. My fa-
ther is no more. I am the eldest son 
in the family. I joined the Society of 
Jesus in the year 2010. I did one year 

at pre-novitiate, Vidya Sadan, Bhopal MP, Novitiate 
at Sitagarha Hazaribagh Jharkhand and juniorate at 
Patna Bihar. I did my BA at Andhra Loyola collage 
Vijayawada Andhra Pradesh and Philosophy at Satya 
Nilayam Chennai Tamil Nadu. Thereafter I was sent 
for my two years of regency as a teacher at St. Xavi-
er’s School Rajpur. I like to play all kinds of outdoor 
games; football and hockey are my favorite games. I 
also like to watch movies and listen to different songs. 
I am studying as first year theologian at Vidya Jyoti. 
My interest is to learn more and more about different 
subjects taught by the Professors and acquire knowl-
edge. -Adesh Lakra SJ

 I am Arockia Samy P, belong 
to Patna Jesuit Society. I hail from 
Dindigul, Tamil Nadu. I have com-
pleted my degree (BSc, physics) at 
St. Xavier’s college, Ahmedabad. I 
have done my two years of regency 
in different places, one year of teach-
ing in a school and the other year in 

social action. My vision for the church is walking with 
the suffering humanity and accompanying the youth. 
Having a heart for the poor and the oppressed would 
be my vision for the country. My hobbies are playing 
basketball and badminton, listening to songs, read-
ing books. My expectation from the college is that it 
expands my knowledge of Scripture, God, through 
present context -Arockia Samy SJ
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 I am Amal Jose CST. I belong to 
Little Flower Province of the Lit-
tle Flower Congregation (CST 
Fathers) Gorakhpur, Nepal. I am 
hailing from Kerala and I am part 
of the Archdiocese of Thalassery. I 
listen to music, love travelling and 
playing badminton and basketball. 

I did my regency in Gorakhpur and in Nepal place 
called Birguj.  I have a bachelor’s degree in Philosophy 
from Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam, Kerala. 
My vision about Church is that people are rooted in 
faith and to have a special concern towards the peo-
ple who are living in the peripheries of the society. I 
really need to have a country where no injustice and 
discrimination on the basis of cast, creed and color.  
Through the course I do in Vidyajyoti help me to in-
volve more social and pastoral activities as well as to 
know the need of the people that make me a better 
priest. -Amal Jose CST

 This is Sch Ashwin Kujur SJ, be-
longing to Delhi Jesuit Province. I 
was born and brought up in Chhat-
tisgarh, which is engulfed with the 
scenic beauty of the nature. After 
completion of my early studies, I 
joined the Jesuits as a candidate in 
Mysuru in 2009. Since then, I am a 

member of the Society of Jesus. I am graduated in BA 
English from St. Aloysius College, Mangaluru, Kar-
nataka. Thereafter, MA in Philosophy from Loyola 
College Chennai. Before being assigned to VJ college 
of Theology I was fortunate to have some work ex-
perience at two places, namely Bengaluru (Karnata-
ka) and Ropar (Punjab) respectively. I enjoy living 
my life fully in all circumstances. ‘Live and let others 
live with love and joy’ is my philosophy of life. My 
main areas of interests are outdoor games, playing a 
few musical instruments and listening to music. I am 
open to learn variety of new cultures and customs. In 
addition, I take interest in acquiring new knowledge 
both historic and new explorations. As a Jesuit I wish 
to engage myself in youth apostolate and Ignatian 
Spirituality in the future. As a student of Contextual 
Theology my main motive is to equip myself in the 
sound doctrinal knowledge and prepare myself well 
for the mission of the Church and the society at large 
as a person who believes in just and peaceful living.
- Ashwin Kujur SJ

 I am David Kullu belong to Jam-

shedpur Province. I hail from the 

parish Karangaguri of Simdega 

diocese in Jharkhand. I love play-

ing music, reading and listening 

to music. I also love teaching chil-

dren, playing outdoor games and 

travelling to new places. I like to interact with friends. 

I did my regency in an educational institution. I wish 

to see the Church fostering the quality of leadership 

among the youth and also deepening the faith of peo-

ple during the time of crisis. My expectation from 

college is to help me to deepen my faith, advance the 

study of religion and culture and to learn the method 

of theologizing at various situations.-David Kullu SJ

  I am Bony Mathew. I belong to 

Little Flower Province of the Little 

Flower Congregation (CST) Gor-

akhpur, Nepal. I am hailing from 

Kerala from the diocese of Pala. 

I do read books, play badminton 

and basketball. I am also interested 

in visiting new places. I did my Regency at Little Flow-

er Provincial House Gorakhpur. . I have a bachelor’s 

degree in Philosophy from Mahatma
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 I am Arockia Carmel Raj from 
Maiyanur, Tamil Nadu. I belong 
to Pondicherry Arch-diocese. In 
my family we are four. My Father 
is a daily wager and my moth-
er is home maker. My brother is 
doing his studies. I was born to 
my parents after six years of their 

marriage. When I proposed the 
eagerness to join in the congregation, they had no 
hindrance. I joined in the congregation named Indi-
an Missionary Society (IMS), Delhi Province. After 
completing graduation and my philosophical studies 
in the year 2020, I went to do one year of regency in 
minor seminary of IMS (DP) in Sardhna, Meerut. I 
helped the priests to form the candidates, who all are 
preparing to dedicate their life for the evangelization. 
After a year of Regency, I joined in VJC. I am inter-
ested in learning languages, reading the books and 
helping the oppressed. My hobbies are playing music, 
Table Tennis, chess, basketball, volley ball and bad-
minton. I want to become a priest because I want to 
spread the Word of God. People are living without 
the awareness that what is happening to them social-
ly, economically, politically etc. I would like to make 
them aware of what is happening and to realize their 
fundamentals.- Arockia Carmel IMS

Gandhi University, Kottayam, Kerala. My vision about 

Church is to have a holistic understanding where 

poor and marginalized are uplifted and concerned. I 

wish to have a country with peace and unity where 

people love and treat one another without discrimi-

nation of caste, color and creed. By doing theological 

course at Vidyajyoti, I wish to become more involved 

in the pastoral activities and to know the pulse of the 

people by being with them and working for them.

- Bony Mathew CST

 I am David Ekka from Dar-
jeeling Jesuit Province. I did my 
graduation from St. Xavier’s Col-
lege, Ahmedabad. After the com-
pletion of my graduation, I went 
to Sacred Heart College (Satya 
Nilayam), Chennai to do my Phil-

osophical studies. For my regency I was in St. Joseph’s 
School, Mungpoo, Darjeeling and later in Jesu Ash-
ram, Matigara a hospice for the poor and the desti-
tute. 
 During the years of regency, I have developed 
my heart to care and love the sick the suffering and the 
needy. Meeting, talking and listening to these kinds of 
people gave me joy and happiness. As for my hobbies, 
I love to visit new places, play all kinds of sports, listen 
to music and read books for leisure purpose. 
At present I am pursuing my theological studies from 
Vidya Jyoti, Delhi. Doing theology was an awaiting 
moment for me. I was motivated to do theology to 
know and understand the Scripture - the word of God 
in a deeper manner; to understand who God is and 
how God relates to us and the world.-David Ekka SJ 

 I am Jophin PJ from Kerala and 
I belong to the diocese of Gora-
khpur. I am good at learning and 
picking up the new things fast, I 
am good at teaching. I was doing 
my regency last year in one of the 
mission stations in my diocese 
where there is a school, social 

service and parish ministry. Listening Music, playing 
musical instruments and learning new instruments, 
enjoying art works are my hobbies. My vision in life 
is love until, be loved. Spread the love of God to ev-
eryone and gain their souls for Him. My expectation 
from the college is to help me to theologize locally so 
that I could be effective in my ministry.- Jophin P J
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  My name is Helen Dim Man 

Huai. I belong to Franciscan Mis-

sionaries of Mary, Myanmar Prov-

ince.  I was born at HeiLei Village, 

Teddim Town ship, Chin State, 

Myanmar. We are ten in the family 

and I am the fifth one. My hobbies 

are teaching, gardening and listening to music. I teach 

the students to understand their lessons and to take 

the catechism classes whenever the chance is given to 

me. I am also working with the youth in the parish 

and helping them in their faith formation and visit-

ing the poor. My vision for the church is to cooperate 

and support one another, witness God’s love through 

collaboration in building the kingdom of God in our 

midst especially with the poor, the vulnerable and the 

marginalized ones by sharing what we have and help-

ing them to fight for their rights. My vision for the 

country is building peace, love, justice and harmony 

among the different ethnics and work hand in hand 

for the common good and for the development of the 

country. By doing Theology, my expectations are to 

be broadening, deepening my knowledge of God and 

His creation, to be rooted in my faith and to love Him 

and to be loved Him, to be aware of the needs of the 

people in our society by reading the signs of the time 

in this fragmented world as much as possible that I 

can. Hence, my consecrated life is to witness and to 

give response to God’s love by sharing, loving and 

serving my neighbors with all my being.

-Sr. Helen Dim Man Huai FMM

 I am R. Gnana Muthu from 

Tamilnadu and I belong to 

Delhi Jesuit Province. I did 

first year regency in school at 

Beheror in Rajasthan and my 

second-year regency at Bihar 

assisting the director of the 

candidate house. My vision for 

the Church is to bring back Youth and the suffering 

to have faith and make them trust in God. I also love 

to accompany the youth. My vision for the country 

is to educate the youth, empower the poor and bring 

unity among people. My hobbies are playing games 

and editing videos. My interests go towards teaching 

and counselling students. I am good at teaching, sing-

ing, playing and helping the needy. My Expectation 

from the college is to use the multimedia to the full-

est, group presentation and sharing and conducting 

seminar on current issues of the nation. 

-Gnana Muthu SJ

 I am Moris Martin Anthony 

S SJ from Karnataka and joined 

the Nepal Region in 2008. I have 

completed my religious forma-

tions in India and in Nepal. Now I 

am in the first year of theology in 

V. J. I have done my pre-novitiate, 

college studies and regency in Nepal. Now I am in the 

first year of theology in V. J. I have done my pre-novi-

tiate, college studies and regency in Nepal. I had many 

opportunities to do my formation in different places 

that helped me to learn different aspects of people’s 

lives and to analyze it from various perspectives. I am 

happy that I got the opportunity to come to Delhi to 

do theology, in order to make my religious life more 

effective in all my ministries.

- Moris Martin Anthony SJ
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 I am Sr. Mary Cing Hau Vung 

from Chin State, Western part 

of Myanmar. I belong to the 

Franciscan Missionaries of 

Mary (FMM). I have complet-

ed B.A in (Myanmar) and did 

Diploma in Early Childhood 

Education. I have various 

experiences in different apostolate ministries such 

as teaching faith foundation, music and teaching in 

private boarding schools. At present, I live in Kachin 

State, Northern part of Myanmarat St Michel Con-

vent. In our compound, there are about 200 refugees 

including 60 students are staying with us now because 

of our political issues. I teach basic English and Piano 

to participate in the Church Choir to both the refu-

gees and the local villagers as the government schools 

are closed at present. My hobbies are playing piano, 

singing and exploring new things. I love to listen oth-

er’s faith sharing and conversion story to Catholicism. 

It leads me to have a great desire to learn Theology in 

order to deepen my own understanding and then to 

share with others. I want to be a faith defender for my 

native place especially for the youth and children.

 I envision a peaceful Myanmar where our 

leaders have taken bold steps to build a strong and 

inclusive political system predicated on the principles 

of meaningful democracy, human rights and equali-

ty. My expectation from the college is to increase my 

Faith by understanding the foundational sources of 

our Catholic faith and finding meaning in practicing 

our traditions.

                  -Sr. Mary Cing Hau Vung FMM

 I am Oscar Daniel Raj from 

Dindigul district, Tamilnadu. I 

belong to Calcutta Jesuit Prov-

ince. I did BA English Literature 

in Pune and MA at St. Xavier’s 

University, Kolkata. I did my 

first-year regency at Pre-Novi-

tiate and Second year at Junio-

rate. My regency at the forma-

tion rejuvenated me as a Jesuit. I am keen on reading 

and writing articles. I love to design posters and edit 

short films. I look at Pope Francis as the model for the 

Church leaders. Reaching out to the faithful and the 

needy are the focal point of the present Pope. I want to 

be a priest like Pope Francis living up to the demand 

of the Gospel. I am learning to integrate myself with 

the world today. I am trying to practice my faith in 

a given world scenario. Vidyajyoti has indeed helped 

me to direct my perspective towards that. 

-Oscar Daniel Raj SJ

 I am Praphul Kerketta and I 

belong to Delhi province 

(Congregation of Mont-

fort brothers of St Gabriel 

SG.) Basically, I am from 

Jharkhand, Diocese of Gum-

la. I prefer to play keyboard, 

music, listening to all kinds 

of songs and love to play all the games. I did my re-

gency in Mandla (MP). I did my graduation at Rani 

Durgawati Vishwa Vidyalaya University Jabalpur. My 

mission and vision for the Church is to open up my 

hands to help the poor and the needy and be root-

ed in Christ through my service. Right now, I am in 

Vidyajyoti to learn maximum and have pastoral ac-

tivities and to be close to Jesus my master through 

the service towards the people that I may be a service 

minded. -Praphul Kerketta
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 I am Muppidi Manohar Ku-

mar and belong to Indian Mis-

sionary Society (IMS) Delhi 

Province. I hail from South 

India, Andhra Pradesh, West 

Godavari District, Devarapalli 

Mandal, Yernagudem village, 

Eluru diocese, Saint John Mary 

Vianney Parish. I joined Holy Cross Brother-hood 

congregation. I did my intermediate studies in Tamil 

Nadu, Holy Cross Matriculation Higher Secondary 

School. During the course, I realized my vocation to 

be a priest. I joined IMS the Indian Missionary So-

ciety. I did two years of orientation in Sardhana and 

then I had gone for my novitiate after receiving the 

profession. I did my philosophy and BA studies in 

Varanasi our own IMS seminary that is ‘Viswa Jyothi 

Gurukul’ in Varanasi. After finishing my philosophi-

cal studies, I did one year of Regency in Maria Dham 

Church Kuakhera Parish and school. Now I am at 

Vidyajyoti, Delhi doing theological studies. 

 My hobbies are singing songs, listening to 

music, playing in-door and out-door games, and I 

like editing photography. I like to make friends and 

help others. I like to be with the old people listening 

and sharing. My aim of becoming priest is to serve 

the people because I have a tender heart towards the 

poor and the needy. I also expect from this my theo-

logical studies to help me with the good motivation to 

become a holy priest and increase my keen interest in 

scripture and the studies to gain efficient knowledge 

to form the lives and guide people in a right path with 

help of Jesus Christ. -Muppidi Manohar Kumar

 I am Pelevito Patrick Kipfe, a 

Jesuit scholastic of the Kohima 

Region. My native place is Na-

galand. Most of my childhood 

years, I spent within the suburbs 

of Kohima town. Angami is the 

name of the tribal community 

I proudly belonged. By the love of God, I am bless-

ed with three sisters and one brother, me being the 

youngest in the family. Both my parents are happily 

settled in heaven. At present I am a first-year theology 

student at Vidya Jyoti, Delhi. Prior to my enrollment 

here, I was a student at Loyola College, Chennai and 

completed my masters in arts. 

 As a human being, I am quite reserved by 

nature. I do make efforts to cultivate friendship cir-

cles to extend my companionship zone. Gone are the 

days where trekking used to be my source of joy. Now 

that I decided to become a servant of Christ, praying 

for others is the breath I live upon. On a daily basis, 

I try to keep an update of the world and its happen-

ings. Daily physical exercise keeps me in steady good 

health. The Church today needs both pastoral ac-

companiments then intellectual food. Many faithful 

can smell the sheep, but they don’t know the sheep. 

I envision a Church where people would honor God 

not out of compulsion, rather through personal con-

viction and love. I may not be able to become a good 

shepherd, yet, I shall strive to understand the flock 

with my raw human heart. Under this prestigious reli-

gious institute, I dream to equip myself with spiritual 

food through the study of theology. Besides, I hope to 

see humanity from theological lens. 

-Pelevito Patrick Kipfe SJ
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 I am Pankaj Kerketta 

and I belong to Darjeeling Je-

suit Province, of North Ben-

gal. I did two years of novi-

tiate in Manresa, Kalimpong 

and then went for my college 

studies to St Xavier’s College, 

Ahmedabad and complet-

ed BA in psychology. I did 

my philosophy from Sacred 

Heart College, Satya Nilayam, Chennai. After phi-

losophy I did two years of regency. For the first year, 

I was at St Xavier’s School, Godavari, Nepal and for 

the second year, I was at St Joseph’s School Mungpoo, 

Darjeeling.

 Presently, I am pursuing my theology from 

Vidhyajyoti, Delhi. I was greatly inspired and moti-

vated to do theology because of my keen interest and 

love for the knowledge of Scripture/Word of God. I 

am a sociable person and so I like meeting and vis-

iting people. This is a kind of hobby for me. Besides 

these, my hobbies are playing all sorts of out-door 

games and reading books. - Pankaj Kerketta SJ

 My name is R. Pravin 

Jose belonging to Jamshedpur 

Jesuit Province. I hail from 

Kanyakumari, Tamil Nadu. 

My parish is KeezhaAsari-

pallam, Kottar diocese. I have 

completed my post-gradu-

ation from Loyola College, 

Chennai, under graduation from Andhra Loyola Col-

lege, Vijayawada and have completed B.Ph. from JDV, 

Pune. My hobbies are reading books, listening to mu-

sic, writing quotes, poems and articles.

                                                          - Praveen Jose SJ

 This is Sr. Swarupa 

Rani. I belong to the Congre-

gation of Sisters of Charity of 

Nazareth, Bangalore Prov-

ince. I am from a village called 

Revendrapadu in Guntur Dis-

trict, Andhra Pradesh. I have 

three siblings, two elder sisters 

and a brother and I have lost 

my both the parents. This is my own decision to join 

the religious to become a nun. I am very much inter-

ested in pastoral ministry and work with the broken 

families and the youth to show them the right path to 

live a dignified life in the society and live a happy life 

in the families. I am a sociable person who mingles 

with everyone and help them in whatever possible 

way to build up a good relation with God and one 

another.  I love to try out the new dishes and, listening 

to the music, listening to the people in their needs, I 

like to visit the people in the villages to strengthen the 

faith and experience God through them. I have spent 

my time with the young children in different places. 

Last two years I was with our novices assisting them, 

teaching them. I have learnt many new things by be-

ing with them. 

 My vision for the Church is to work for jus-

tice, to bring the equality among people and live Jesus 

and give Jesus to all. My Vision for the country is to 

heed the people those who are struggling and have a 

balanced and allow the people to live a dignified life 

by following our Indian constitution. My expecta-

tions from the college or from my theological studies 

is that it should help me and every student to have a 

right attitude towards this course and should help me 

to be a balanced person with theoretical and practical 

knowledge to help the people where ever I work and 

broaden my views to understand the situations and 

act accordingly with a clear-cut vision. 

                                              -Sr. Swarupa Rani SCN
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 I am Sanjay Bodra from Paseya; 

Jharkhand. I belong to Jamshed-

pur Jesuit Province. My hobbies 

are listening to music, reading 

books and watching movies. I am 

interested in teaching, learning 

new things, dealing with youth 

and some web designing. Before coming for theology, 

I was doing regency in Tepasai; Jharkhand. My vision 

for the Church is that it must be able to deepen the 

faith of the faithful at the time of crisis. It must accom-

pany the youth in the time of trials and temptations. 

My dream is to propagate the word of God to every 

human being. My expectation from the college is that 

it must help me to see things in different ways and 

interpret the good news in the light of faith. -Sanjay 

Bodra SJ

 I am Raju Xalxo and I belong 

to Indian Missionary Society 

(IMS) Delhi Province. I am from 

Orissa, Manoharpali, Sundar-

garh, Post: Boiloma, Diocese of 

Rourkela, Parish: Telendihi. We 

were five members in my fami-

ly but two years back I have lost 

my father; now we are four members in my family. I 

have one brother and one sister, mother and myself. 

My brother is doing his BA studies in Orissa and my 

sister is in Bethany congregation.

 I joined seminary in the year 2014 after com-

pleting my intermediate studies. Two years I was in 

minor seminary Sardhana, in Meerut (Uttar Pradesh). 

I have completed my Novitiate in the year 2017 and 

took first profession in Mysore (Bangalore). I com-

pleted philosophy in Christ Nagar, Banaras and I did 

my BA studies in Indira Gandhi University (IGNOU) 

in Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh). -Raju Xalxo IMS 

 I am Vinod kerketta and I belong 
to Darjeeling Jesuit Province. I am 
from Bhelwan, Chhattisgarh but I 
joined Darjeeling province as a 
missionary. I would like to work 
in the field of education in the 
future and to become an efficient 
educationist. I have acquired last 

year my Master’s in MSc. Botany at St Joseph’s Trichy. 
To keep my physic fit and sustain good health I play 
football and basketball. My interests are to do mini 
research and to read articles. I am good at organizing 
Programs in different levels. My vision for the church 
at large is to bring people together for interreligious 
dialogue and bring unity among the people of God. 
My expectation from the college is to provide com-
prehensive teaching of major elements of theological 
studies and introduce practical and relevant current 
issues for individual transformation.
-Vinod Kerketta SJ

 I am Vivek Vinnarasan be-
longing to Bombay Jesuit 
Province. I come from a town 
named Bommidi in Dharma-
puri district of Tamil Nādu. I 
have done my graduation 
and B.Ed. studies before 
joining the Jesuits and was 
working as a teacher. During 

my regency at Uplat-Talasari, Maharashtra I was In-
charge of the Boys Boarding and was teaching in the 
school. Here I could come in contact with hundreds 
of boys and girls through teaching them. More than 
what they have learnt through me I have learnt a lot 
from them.
 I am interested in reading and writing stories. 
I like to read stories, novels and watch movies and 
listen to the stories of different people. In this way I 
can come in contact with different types of people and 
their realities. I vision a Church which is accommo-
dative and reaches out especially to the poor, margin-
alized and under-privileged people of all kinds

28



THIRD YEARS (CHENNAI AND MADURAI)

 I am Sch. Jeyaseelan Saminathan 

belonging to the Jesuit Chennai 

Province. I hail from Variyan 

Vayal, a village in Tamil Nadu. I 

completed my B.E. in Mechani-

cal Engineering. My hobbies are 

playing games - basketball and TT in particular, read-

ing newspapers, gardening, watching news, Holly-

wood films and sports highlights. My area of interest 

is proof reading in both Tamil and English and my 

role model is the famous tennis player, Roger Federer. 

I am good at plumbing and welding and I like orga-

nizing programmers. As for my country, I would love 

to see the leaders of our country to uphold the spirit 

of the Indian Constitution and go about uplifting the 

downtrodden. I would like the Church also to play a 

prominent and active role in it, so that it becomes a 

living witness of Jesus. My expectation from the col-

lege this year is to help us become the priests that the 

people of God expect us to be so that we may be able 

to guide them in the new normal, reflecting the mind 

and will of Jesus if He were to be here today.

-Jeyaseelan Saminathan SJ

 I am Anto Arputha Raja, Jesuit 
belonging to Chennai Province. I 
hail from Ramanathapuram, Tam-
il Nadu. Being a Counselling Psy-
chologist, I love to give my time 
and energy in counselling people. 
One of my aims of counselling is to 

nurture hope in the people who feel hopeless in their 
lives. I love to spend time with people and easily gel 
well with them. Singing, listening to music, learning 
something about inspirational personalities and in-
cidents are some of my areas of interest. I wish that 
we the members of the Church do not remain mere 
spectators but be vibrant disciples and witnesses of 
love and justice in our every actions. My expectation 
from the college would be that our theological studies 
should be contextual and pastoral oriented.

-Anto Arputha Raja SJ

 and our country which upholds Constitutional rights 

of all citizens. I look forward the journey with Vidya 

Jyoti which focuses on Contextual Theology. This may 

enable me to experience Jesus in a more profound 

way in our context and to share this Jesus’ experience 

with the people I encounter.- Vivek Vinnarasan SJ

 I am Manojkumar belonging to 

the Jesuit Chennai Province. I 

hail from K. M. Kottai, a small 

village in Ramanathapuram dis-

trict, Tamil Nadu. I have done 

my masters in Sociology. I love 

reading books, listening to mu-

sic, playing table tennis and dancing. I am also good 

at playing tabla. My areas of interest are mostly in so-

cial research, folk arts and social apostolate. I dream 

that the Church continues to be in solidarity with the 

deprived, the neglected, the oppressed, the uncared 

and the minority. I wish that our country celebrates its 

plurality by recognizing and respecting the unique-

ness of each group, language, culture and religion. My 

expectation from the institution is to help me develop 

a proper theological perspective so that I may serve 

the Lord and His people effectively by having His vi-

sion and perspective as a guiding way. 

                                         -Manojkumar T. SJ
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 I am Alexander (Alex) G, be-

longing to Jesuit Chennai Prov-

ince. I hail from Rayapuram, a 

village in Kallakurichi District. 

I belong to the Archdiocese of 

Pondicherry. My hobbies are lis-

tening to songs, sports and Fine 

Arts. My area of interest are Field 

based teaching and Social Work. I long to see the 

Church in India become more inclusive and a strong 

voice in safe guarding dignity of every human person. 

During this year of theological studies at VJ, I would 

like to grow and be rooted in the principles and values 

of Christ and be a witness to His gospel.

                                                        -Alexander G. SJ

 I am Lawrence A. for Madu-

rai Jesuit Province. I hail from 

Thachanallur, Udaiyarpatti Par-

ish, Palayamkottai Diocese. I 

love to read books, listen to 

music, travel around, explore 

new places, and have dialogues 

regarding social justice. I long for the Church to be 

inclusive to the extent of welcoming the non-Catho-

lics with the same mind of Christ, the good shepherd. 

I’m more of a inclusive person having regards and re-

spect to people irrespective of caste, color, gender and 

religion.  My vision for our country is that all people 

be treated equally with human dignity and respect for 

life of every citizen in the country. I wish to consci-

entize people around me in order to form themselves 

personally and collectively in the attitude of life to all, 

and to train them to choose the leaders accordingly.                    

-Lawrence Arockiasamy SJ

 I’m Salomon Antony Samy 

SJ of Jesuit Madurai Province. 

I hail from Tanjore diocese in 

Tamil Nadu. I’ve done my B. 

Ed in History. My hobbies are 

reading books, political news, 

listening to music and playing 

basketball ball.  I like contextual 

theology because it integrates the reality of the poor, 

the marginalized and the oppressed and calls us to re-

spond in light of gospel values here and now. I would 

like to participate in people’s protest for their rights, 

like farmer protest, NEP etc. It will enlighten me with 

knowledge and wisdom to understand today’s world 

and prepare for the future priestly ministry. I would 

like envision our church as a prophetic church which 

stands with the marginalized to ensure their rights 

and dignity. -Salomon Antony Samy SJ

 I am Sch. Kamilas, belonging to Je-

suit Madurai Province. I hail from 

Kaniyakumari District (Tamil 

Nadu). I completed my Masters 

studies in MSC counselling Psy-

chology. I am good orator and like 

to spend my leisure time in watch-

ing TED talks especially topics related to Psychology. 

To become an expert in Emotional Intelligence is my 

goal. My vision for the Church and our country is to 

help establish a just social and political order where 

everybody is treated according to their human digni-

ty. My expectation from the college is to study theolo-

gy that transforms me to have ‘sensus Christi.

T. John Kamilas SJ
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 Dear friends, greetings to all of 

you. I’m Edward Lenin, Jesuit 

belonging to Madurai Province. 

I hail from Dindigul (Tamil 

Nadu). I have done my B.A. and 

B. Ed. in Tamil Literature. My 

hobbies are reading books, lis-

tening to music, writing poems and conducting ses-

sions on motivations. I have a passion for Tamil liter-

ature. All my writings reveal my love for a just society. 

I have my own YouTube Channel, Manitham Media 

where I post my homilies, gospel reflections and po-

ems. I always aim for Magis in my doings. Pope Fran-

cis and Periyar E. V. Ramasamy has always fascinated 

me. -Edward Lenin SJ                                 

 Greetings to you all. I am Sch. 

Felix Sahayaraj, belonging to Je-

suit Madurai Province. I’m from 

Madurai (Tamil Nadu) which is 

a quaint city with quirky street 

names and lot of temples. Here 

history is important and spoken 

of everyday yet food is still wor-

shipped. I’m a Computer Science student. My areas 

of interest are video making, critical thinking and ex-

ploring the unexplored horizons (reading). I envisage 

my being and building the Church towards swift re-

sponse to humanitarian crisis. I am a pragmatic ide-

alist because I have a disposition to blend what is and 

what is to be in asserting the reality. I enjoy playing 

badminton. At my ignorance, GOD is my light. 

                                           -Felix Sahayaraj SJ

 I am Joseph Alexander SJ, of 
Madurai province. I was born 
and brought up in Chennai, 
Tamil Nadu. I have completed 
my Masters in Computer Appli-
cation. I am good at coding and 
other computer related works. 
My hobbies are reading books, 
sports, socializing, listening to 

music etc. My vision for the Church is that it should 
be universal. A church that loves and cares for all, ir-
respective of religion, language and other divisions. 
As a student of theology, I would expect the college to 
help us theologize towards more practical approach. 
Also, to create an atmosphere where we can enhance 
our skills and be competent through the art of reading 
from various sources. Joseph Alexander SJ

THIRD YEARS 
(MATHYAPREDESH AND RANCHI)

 Greetings to you all! I am 

Marius Baghwar, Jesuit be-

longing to Ranchi Prov-

ince. I hail from North East 

Assam.  I am very much part 

of Assam Jesuits Mission. My 

hobbies are reading, writings 

and I have passion for sports 

like basketball, football and 

cricket. Besides these I love music, listening songs 

and dancing. I always look forward for opportunities 

to do better in my life.  I take inspiration from those 

who have achieved great things for themselves and 

for the country. I am a friendly guy and like to make 

friendships with others. I like to learn from other cul-

ture and explore its traditions. I have great respect for 

other religions and have keen interest in inter-faith re-

ligious dialogue. My vision is that the Church should 

be available for everyone without being distinctive 

-Marius Baghwar SJ
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 I am Sch. Basant Ekka, Jesuit 
belonging to Madhya Pradesh 
Province. I was born and 
brought up in a village called 
Jabar-Nawadih, Balrampur 
Parish, Chhattisgarh state. I 
love teaching, listening to mu-
sic and watching inspirational 
videos. I like to read books of 

prominent leaders of our time and the past. I engage 
myself in sports to maintain physical fitness. I dream 
of a Church where human dignity, social justice, 
equality and reconciliation prevail. The Church which 
bridges the human diversity and promotes peace and 
fraternity. The future of our country depends on the 
group of our political wings. I wish that the leaders of 
our country respect and uphold the constitution and 
preserve its values and make India a home of diversi-
ty. I wish that the college provide us better scope for 
all round development where we learn and integrate 
practical knowledge and become a good leader.

- Basant Ekka SJ

 I am Lazarus Basumatary, Je-

suit belonging to Ranchi prov-

ince. I hail from Tarabary, 

Sonitpur, Assam. My hobbies 

are gardening, handcraft and 

listening to music. I love to 

work in social field. My vision 

for the Church is that I want 

it to be for the poor. Church 

needs to be church of all not only for some privileged 

groups. Church needs to give more priority in the 

area of social justice.  I want my country to be com-

mon home for all, free from religious violence and 

communalism.  My expectation from the college is 

that it helps me to integrate the values of Christ in my 

apostolate ministry- Lazarus Basumatary SJ

 I am Anil Kullu, Jesuit belonging 
to Ranchi Province. I hail from 
Gumla district of Jharkhand 
State. My hobbies are agricul-
ture, sports, drumming, read-
ing story books and newspaper. 
From the very beginning of my 
life, I was inspired by late Rev. 
Fr. P.P Vannaful, SJ. His selfless 

service to the tribal people of ChotaNagpur motivat-
ed me to become a Jesuit. I would like to be always 
available instrument at the service of people of God. 
I wish that my priestly life be a broad platform for 
the service God and his people and thereby become 
a channel of peace, embracing everyone as my broth-
ers and sisters. I wish that the church tries to prac-
tice blending of the tradition and modernity.  I would 
like to be deeply rooted in four-fold relationship. This 
fourfold relationship can bring great conversion in 
our family, society and world at large.

- Anil Kullu SJ

 I am Valentine Sinduria, Jesuit 

belonging to Ranchi Province. 

I hail from Turubdega village, 

Simdega diocese, Jharkhand. 

My hobbies are reading books, 

writing articles, watching geo-

graphical movies, collecting 

data about colleges and universities and analyzing 

regional songs and videos. I also love to play hock-

ey, football, volleyball and basketball. I expect the 

Church to be more available to the people especially 

to be at service of the poorest of the poor. I expect 

the College to help us to contextualize our studies 

through interactive and innovative methods. 

-Valentine Sinduria SJ
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 I am Pramod Bara SJ of Ran-

chi Province. I hail from Ro-

shanpur Parish, Sisai, Gumla 

district (Jharkhand). I am a Po-

litical Science student. My hob-

bies are reading books, sports, 

listening to music and travelling 

to new places. I love working in 

group and enjoy community life. I am more interest-

ed in contextual theology. Therefore, I look forward 

for a Church that is down to the earth and lives in 

solidarity with the poor and needy. My vision for the 

Church is that it be a home of love which gives shelter 

to people of all sections of the society. The Church 

that makes Jesus Christ present in today’s life situa-

tions. The vision I have for the country is that it pro-

motes peaceful coexistence for all humanity. I believe 

in unity in diversity where there is love, justice, peace, 

equality and brotherhood.- Pramod Bara SJ

 I am Sanjay Martin Kujur, Jesuit 

belonging to Hazaribag Province. 

I hail from Simdega, Jharkhand. 

My hobbies are reading books, 

listening to music, sports and 

spending time with the nature. I 

love travelling, visiting new places 

and interacting with the various groups of people. I 

often marvel at the wonder of God’s creation and the 

amazing architect work of ancient buildings. I am in-

spired by the servant leadership of Pope Francis, who 

has identified himself with the poor and with every 

person irrespective of any socio-economic, religious 

and political status. This gives me inspiration to work 

 I am Aswin Dony D., belong-
ing to Agra Archdiocese. I 
was born in Putthor, Kanya-
kumari district. Reading 
and writing have been my 
passionate hobbies, besides 
I am interested in classical 
dance, and public speak-
ing. I desire the Church to 
be more human. A Church 

that in connected with the people of all kinds and 
recognizes the Lord in sufferings of the lives of peo-
ple. I dream of my country, that it accepts everyone 
as human beings with all their spiritual, ideological, 
linguistic, and cultural differences. It is my joy to be a 
part of VJ family, because of its way of doing theology. 
I expect the college to help us deal with reality of life 
through the Word of God to bring about healing and 
hope in broken world. -Aswin Dony D

THIRD YEARS (VARANASI RTC)

 I am Girish Kumar Karo be-
longing to Ambikapur Diocese. 
I hail from Badapada, Odisha. 
My hobbies are reading, listen-
ing to music and listening to 
spiritual talk. My vision for the 
church is to be God’s leaven in 
the midst of humanity. To me 
the Church should be a place of 

mercy freely given, where everyone feels welcomed, 
loved, forgiven and encouraged to live life based on 
the gospel values. 
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for the marginalised and the oppressed. I wish that 

the leaders of the Church and the country reach out 

to every individual committing themselves to selfless 

service of the humanity, especially to the poor and the 

needy.- Sanjay Martin Kujur SJ



 Hearty greetings to all of you. I 

am Amardeep Tirkey, of Am-

bikapur diocese. I was born in 

small Village Turridih, Balram-

pur dist., Chhattisgarh.  My 

hobbies are reading books, act-

ing, dancing organizing sports, 

carpentry, socializing, cycling, 

volunteering, fishing, and gardening etc. I am good at 

socializing with others, helpful, forgiving and having 

fun etc. My vision for the church and the country: To 

reach out to the deprived section of the society and 

influence the world by building Christ centered com-

munity; changing the mindset of people and empow-

ering them to lead and impact every sphere of Life. 

During this year at VJ, I want to complete my theolog-

ical studies successfully and also enjoy it. I would like 

to focus on discussion of challenging questions about 

Religion and God. -Amardeep Tirkey

 I am Suhail Joseph of Jam-

mu-Srinagar Diocese. Be-

ing born in Kashmir I feel 

rooted and called by God to 

consciously commit myself 

to live and work with and 

for the people of Jammu and 

Kashmir. I spend my time 

in updating myself with current issues, I use my re-

sources and talents creatively and substantially to-

wards integration of all creation through collabora-

tion and networking with like-minded people. I also 

take interest to learn about the reality of youth of my 

diocese and try to explore ways and means to keep 

them updated with Sacred Scripture by means of var-

ious programs like quizzes, SCC meetings, catechism 

etc. I enjoy taking care of animals, spending time with 

nature and being in communion with mother Earth. 

I spend time with elders/ senior priests of my diocese 

to learn the history of diocese and challenges they 

faced to bring up the diocese. I also enjoy reading and 

listening to music. My vision for the Church is that 

she should be more vocal against the injustice taking 

place so that she may be protector first of its people 

and then of its institutes.-Suhail Joseph

 I am Robin M IMS, of Varanasi 

province. I was born in Kannur 

district of Kerala. My hobbies 

are reading books, listening to 

music, travelling and sports. 

I am interested in the field of 

social work, preaching and ed-

ucation. I am inspired by the 

church leaders and elders of my congregation. I prefer 

to study contextual theology as I long to work among 

the Khrist Bhaktas. It would also help me for my fu-

ture ministry among the poor and the marginalized.

- Robin M IMS
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My great desire for my country is to remind its people 

to be vigilant and act against the erosion of the Con-

stitutional values and violations of the provisions of 

the Constitution, particularly the fundamental rights.

-Girish Kumar Karo



 I am Mankuwar Toppo IMS, 

for Ranchi region. I hail from 

Jharkhand and belong to Sim-

dega diocese. My hobbies are 

sports, listening to music, 

reading books and articles, 

watching documentary and I 

also have keen interest in na-

ture photography. I admire the 

Catholic Church because of its universality and I feel 

utmost respect for its work. I have great admiration 

for Pope Francis and his teachings, as it inspires me 

and motivates me to see the Church in different per-

spective. I desire and dream to see the Church grow 

by the vision of Pope Francis, i.e to be ‘The Church for 

the poor.-Mankuwar Toppo IMS
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  I am Xavier Lawrence 

of Meerut diocese. I was born 

in Ghaziabad district of Uttar 

Pradesh. I love to play musical 

instrument like harmonium, tab-

la, dholak, keyboard and triple. I 

like to have interaction sessions 

with the youth and children. I also like to visit peo-

ple and interact with them. I wish to see the Church 

taking measures and initiatives to counter intolerance 

and discrimination and to contribute to a culture of 

peace and human rights. Love and justice must be 

seen in action and not merely in words. I expect our 

theological studies conform us to be shepherds after 

the mind of Christ so that we may be able to make a 

difference in the lives of people.

-Xavier Lawrence
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