


Chief Editor
Sch. Jaya Prakash SJ

Editors

Sch. Louis Lobo SJ 
Sch. Oscar Daniel SJ
Sr. Swarupa SCN

Layout & Design

Sch. Oscar Daniel SJ

B. Th. (Degree) 
B. Th. (Certificate)
   
M. Th. (Two Year)
Doctorate in Theology & DEPTH
4A Rajniwas Marg, Delhi- 110054
Email: principalvj@gmail.com
Mobile: 8800652710 

Courses offered in Vidyajyoti College of Theology

Editorial Board

VJ TODAY, May - 2022

 www.vidyajyoticollege.in

http://www.vidyajyoticollege.in


Dear Staff and Students,
In the month of April, we ended another Academic Year 2021-2022. Thanks so much for your cooperation 
– staff, students and co-workers. Even though we experienced a lot of uncertainties due to the global 
scenario of the COVID-19 pandemic yet God has been very gracious to us. VJ conducted online 
Comprehensive exams in June 2021 for 36 students and the degree certificates were awarded to them. The 
first semester classes were conducted online in a systematic manner and the second semester classes were 
conducted both offline and online due to the arrival of third-wave of the pandemic. 

We experienced the joy and pain during the last spell of the academic year. The theme of “Synod on 
st ndSynodality” dominated our reflective process. We had a Workshop organized for the 1  and 2  year BTh 

students from 14-18 February 2022 in preparation of writing scientific papers for the 'Seminar on 
Synodality'.  VJ organized a three-day national symposium with the theme 'Journeying Together in the 

 Spirit' from March 11 – 13,2022. There were twenty paper presentations and the fruit of the symposium 
was culminated in a volume – No Synodality 
Without…  I am happy to attach a report from Fr. 
Valan C. Antony SJ on the occasion of a book 
release event:

[On 03 May 2022, Vidyajyoti College of Theology 
organized a book (No Synodality Without…) 
release event at Yusuf Sadan, Gol Dak Khana, 
New Delhi. Sr. Prabina Rudum, IBVM was the 
MC of the event. It was jointly published by the 
Indian Society for Promoting Christ ian 
Knowledge (ISPCK) and Vidyajyoti (VJ). 

Fr. Nirmal Raj SJ, Rector of Vidyajyoti welcomed 
the gathering. His Grace Archbishop Anil J. T. Couto released the book and appreciated the efforts of the 
Staff and Students of VJ. He handed over the first copy to Mr & Mrs. Chetan Khurana, Founder and 
Director, Skills Reform pvt ltd, New Delhi and the second copy to Prof. Mridula Rashmi Kindo, IGNOU, 
Delhi. 

In her address, Miss. Ella Sonawane, Associate General Secretary, ISPCK recalled the long-standing 
ecumenical collaboration of ISPCK (Indian Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge) with Vidyajyoti 
College of Theology in promoting Christian literature for peace and harmony in a divided world.

Fr. Valan C. Antony SJ beautifully introduced the book. He said, Teilhard de Chardin imagined the idea of 
the Omega Point (a maximum level of complexity and consciousness towards which he conceived the 
universe was evolving). Today Pope Francis, in a Teilhardian style, has come up with an universally 
unifying theme, Synodality. As you read this book, No Synodality Without… you notice the angst felt for 
the church, the desire to make a difference, and the challenge to make our vocation meaningful, to engage 
in a participatory evangelizing enterprise, and to appreciate and uphold all that is truly human using 
synodal lens.
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The following are the highlights of the book:
· the reflections emerge from a wide spectrum of people: bishop, theologians, academicians, lay 

people, youth, children, people of other faiths, inter-denominational, inter-ritual and human rights 
activists.

· New perspectives such as 'Synodal God,' revisiting the patristic fathers, and the synodal need to 
include and incorporate every authentic seeker and truth etc...

· Contextual reflection of sub-altern concerns color the book's radical churnings, while three articles 
by young seminarians, religious and children typify the representational rationale of the paradigm.

· Theological viewpoints and perspectives emerged from the rich group discussions capture the 
much-needed synodal synergy.  

 
Buoyed by nuanced perspectives on synodal way of thinking, theologizing and living, No Synodality 
Without… is a compilation of articles and perspectives that provoke us further into the nature of God, 
People and Creation and our commitment to them. 
 
This year, Vidyajyoti College celebrates 50 years of her Journey (1972-2022) from Kurseong to Delhi. 
Releasing of No Synodality Without… sets the tone and momentum, as it were, for yet another grace-filled 
jubilee year. Let VJ, in Pope Francis' words: Siempre Adelante (always move ahead). Finally, Fr. P. R. John, 
SJ the Editor of the book thanked the gathering.]

Moving on to other News:
VJ had an online VJ PAC meeting from 17-18 February. In this meeting, reports from National Centre and 
Jesuit Formation Centres for Theology (Arul Kadal, Tarunoday and Jnanajyoti) were read out. We formally 
welcomed Jnanajyoti, Anekal JFCT to be part of Vidyajyoti. We also familiarized ourselves with the newly 
revised statutes. 

On 04 March 2022, Joseph Cardinal Versaldi the Prefect of the Congregation for Catholic Education, 
Rome has approved the Statutes of Vidyajyoti. Thanks to JCSA, Delhi and General Curia, Rome for 
facilitating the entire process.

Prof. Sr. Shalini Mulackal PBVM retired on 26 March 2022. A meaningful farewell mass and program was 
organized by the staff and students acknowledging her services for over twenty years in the Faculty.

On 26 March 2022, we received the sad news of demise of Fr. Poulose Mangai SJ. A requiem eucharist was 
celebrated on 28 March 2022. The faculty places on record the services rendered by Fr. Poulose Mangai SJ 
as a Professor, Formator and Editor of VJTR.
Finally, I thank the JCSA-Delhi, Acawerk and Franz Xavier Stiftung, Switzerland and Paddy Memorial 
Scholarship administered by Mr. Timothy Eakin, Australia for financially supporting Vidyajyoti Academic 
and infrastructural needs. 
     I wish you all good health and we shall meet on July 11, 2022 for the new academic year.
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Dear Readers,
On behalf of the Editorial Board, it is my privilege to present the theme 
“Walking with the Risen Lord” January-April issue 15 of the VJ TODAY 
2022. The whole team is here with profound pleasure to congratulate all the 
students, staff and guests for your valuable contribution to VJ TODAY 
MAGAZINE. 
I take this opportunity to thank all our staff, students, guest writers, editors, 
and all of whom have volunteered to contribute to the success of the 
magazine. The topics covered in the issue include a personal encounter with the Lord and experiences with 
one another in the world.

Experience is the primary and necessary step in doing theology here in Vidyajyoti. All the articles in this 
magazine have based on the experience and encounter with the Lord in our life. 

For me, the life experiences which always have a profound and lasting effect on me are the ones where I 
have discovered my vulnerabilities. And they add up to steering me across the path I thought I will be 
taking for the rest of my life to a path I have never even considered. I realized Jesus Christ is the only 
solution to my vulnerabilities. For others though, it may be different. But life experiences set priorities and 
they may have been witnesses to someone or something in life. Life memories open our minds to a 
possibility that makes us take another path in life.

The experience of the risen Lord pulls me up from my path to show another path and gives me a new lease 
on life and finally, I found where I belong. This is what gives meaning to my commitment in religious life. 
So, the life experiences that open the mind of a person to a possibility or made him see what he has never 
seen before that was just right before his/her eyes or those that he/she never pays attention to that would 
make him/her drop what he/she is used to for this possibility/thing/person will always have life-changing 
effects in the course of a person's life. And these things do not have to be very big or noticeable. Every 
choice counts and that leads to these life experiences.

I am strongly convinced that I have experienced Jesus Christ who becomes the life-giving Spirit to me with 
peace and joy, and to witness his presence among everyone in this world.  
I close this message by inviting everyone to be a generous contributor to the coming issues. We hope to hear 
from you soon, and we welcome your feedback!   
     HAPPY EASTER TO ALL
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“You did not choose me but I chose 
you” (Jn 15:16). What a gratuitous 
gift of vocation it is! I am grateful 
to God for calling me to His divine 
life and to serve in His vineyard. 
Each one of us longs for something 
or other in our life. Likewise, one 

such awaiting moment for me was to serve at the Altar of 
God. Yes! It is indeed one of the long-awaited moments 
since I joined the Jesuit pre-novitiate in 2006. It was a 
joyous and grace-filled moment for me when I was 
ordained as a deacon to serve the Church with humility. It was certainly a blissful experience to feel the 
infusion of the power of the Holy Spirit when the Bishop laid his hands on my head and while the litany of the 
saints was being sung and the whole congregation praying for us. 
On the momentous day of my diaconate ordination, I was very much consoled by the biblical verses of Mark 
3:13-15 “Jesus called to him whom he wanted…to be with him, and to be sent out to proclaim the message, 
and to have authority to cast out demons.” I felt my vocation was affirmed by these verses when I 
spontaneously opened to read the Bible early morning. As I have received this divine blessing of the power of 
the Holy Spirit, I understand the invitation to the call for a greater service to God. I am sure that it was God 
who called and evoked me to dedicate my life through the perpetual vows, and will guide me in fulfilling His 
will all along the journey of my religious life.  
           - Dn. Anto Arputha Raja SJ

As I write this, a sense of gratitude and joy fills my heart. I am grateful to God for 
choosing me to be His humble instrument for His mission. As I was reflecting on my 
vocation and my priestly ministry, I felt unworthy to represent Christ at the altar. But it 
is the same grace of Christ that gives me inspiration and strength to carry on. I know I 
am broken; I have a lot of limitations, but there is a strong desire to serve our Lord and 
Master, who helps me overcome my limitations. I have always experienced God's 
infinite love and goodness in so many ways. As my dear Fr. Oscar Rosario SJ, would 

say, “God takes extra care of orphans and fools” and in a way, I feel privileged to be a fool for Christ. As a 
deacon, recently I got an opportunity to assist in a baptism of a child. When the child received the sacrament 
of Baptism administered by me I realized what it is to be an instrument for God. I am honoured and indebted 
to Jesus Christ for giving me this responsibility. May I always remain humble and rooted in the love of Christ 
and May I always radiate the same love to others.
           - Dn. Lopes Vivian SJ

My Diaconate Ordination Experience

SHARING OF DIACONATE ORDINATION            
THEXPERIENCE  27  FEB. 2022
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This February 2022, Vidyajyoti family harvested their fruit of the year the 
ordination of thirty-three deacons by Archbishop of Delhi diocese, Anil J T Couto. 
Bishop Anil Couto is not new to the VJ family and it's not the first time that he has 
ordained deacons at Vidyajyoti. He has been doing this on quite a number of 
occasions, but every time with new rigor and spirit. Adding to this is the presence of 
Fr Stany D'souza SJ, the Provincial of South Asia. His fatherly presence brought a 

lot of joy to the celebration. The enthralling heavenly choir creates all the more spiritual ambience. 
This occasion of celebration brought out in a strange way the aspect of synodality. We are able to witness 
brothers and sisters of the family working together and walking together in the course preparation for the 
auspicious event. The various committees for the event slogged tirelessly not for any other purpose than the 
spirit of walking together, partaking in blessing the deacons. 
The VJ family continues to bless and wish the newly ordained deacons in the following words: “Go, light 
the world. Prove to the world that you are ordained ministers by entering into the lives of the people to 
whom you are sent, in their struggles and uncertainties. Walk together with them.”
           - Dn. Mark Wungchang SJ

Our life in Vidyajyoti has been an experience of Synodality: journeying together. 
This becomes evident in the student-body of VJ, both men and women, as well as 
brothers, along with the Jesuits and others belonging to different dioceses and 
congregations. We journey together as brothers and sisters. My diaconate ordination 
experience also has been one of this Synodality. 
            The theme 'To Heal and Reconcile' has been apt for the occasion, as our 

present-day world needs both healing and reconciliation. We who have been ordained deacons are called to 
be instruments in this endeavor. During the Eucharist, there were two important moments wherein, along 
with my fellow brothers, I experienced the presence of the Holy Spirit – while prostrating to pray for the 
Holy Spirit and when the bishop laid his hands on our heads. His grace Archbishop, Anil JT Couto in his 
homily, emphasized that the ordained deacons have become part of the hierarchy of the Church which is 
exclusively meant to serve and not to rule. This touched me personally. I, along with my fellow brothers, 
experienced during the ordination the prayerful support of our parents, brothers and sisters, relatives, as 
well as the love and prayers of the staff and the companionship of our brothers and sisters of Vidyajyoti.

           - Dn. Cajetan Antony SJ
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26th February 2022, will be a very special day of God's grace and a memorable 
event for me. The theme of our Diaconate Ordination-'To Heal and Reconcile in 
Christ' itself was very apt theme for the given situation of our time. In today's world 
of the Corona pandemic, people are plagued with both physical and spiritual 
illnesses. Hence, I feel I am rightly called and sent forth to 'heal and reconcile' this 
wounded world in Christ. This theme inspires me and I believe that it will continue 
doing so throughout my priestly ministry in the future as well. Furthermore, I was 

deeply moved by the first reading taken on the day of our Diaconate from the book of Prophet Isaiah 61:1-4. 
It reads, “The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me, he has sent me to bring 
Good News to the oppressed………” 
I experienced this biblical 
v e r s e  b e c a m e  m o r e 
tangible and meaningful 
when the Archbishop of 
Delhi, Rt. Rev. Anil J.T. 
Couto addressed me by 
placing the Holy Bible in 
my hands saying, “Receive 
t h e  G o s p e l  o f 
Christ………practice what 
you teach.” I personally felt 
it is challenging, “What if I 
am not able to practice what I preach in my life”? But at the same time, I believe and am confident that 
things are only possible with the help and power of the Holy Spirit. So, I feel inspired and motivated to carry 
forward the mission of Christ in my priestly ministry and generously respond to the religious vocation that I 
have received from my creator. 
Prior to this diaconate ordination, as part of  its preparation, I had a wonderful opportunity to attend a month 
(15 April- 15 May, 2022) Pre-Ordination Program (POP) at Sitagarha, Hazaribagh. On another occasion, a 
couple of weeks before the diaconate-ordination, I made a diaconate retreat under the guidance of Fr. 
Fabian, S.J. This eight-day retreat provided me with yet another privilege to well prepare and dispose of 
myself spiritually before I committed myself to becoming a faithful servant at the service of the Church. My 
heart is filled with so much gratitude that no number of words will suffice to express the overwhelming 
experience of my diaconate experience.
            -   Dn. Ajay Bara, S.J.
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Soon after my diaconate ordination, I received many wishes from my loved ones, 
either through SMS or phone calls. The most prominent feeling at that moment was 
when people had great admiration for what I became (deacon). I firmly believe it was 
due to their relentless prayers, motivation, love and gratuitous grace of God. The 
ministry of 'diakonia' has now given me a sense of more responsibility towards the 
Church and its people. I feel that the laying on the hands of the bishop has graced me 

with confidence and courage to carry out the ministry of Christ. Overall experience is that God was walking 
with me all through the journey of my life in my happiness and sorrows. Maybe the best passage from the 
Bible which will sum up my feeling is “Do whatever he tells you” (Jn 2:5). The word 'deacon' is associated 
with service. Thus, I have been missioned to serve people in all circumstances. Being now ordained to the 
presbytery order, I've felt drawn closer to the altar of the Lord. I pray the Holy Spirit to lead and guide me to 
serve God and His people in the best possible way.
               - Dn. Cyril Lakra SJ

Getting ordained as a deacon is a great and Joyous moment in my life. I am filled with 
joy because God accepted me to be a co-partner in His mission. An unworthy sinner, 
yet called to be a companion of Jesus. “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is 
made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor 12:9) resonates always in my heart and I am given 
strength. However, the process and preparation for diaconate ordination did not 
happen all of a sudden like an earthquake at a single moment. I received the seed of my 

priesthood vocation in 2008, since then, I went through long years of formation where the seed in its due 
course time sprouted and bloomed. I've grown in my faith not only on an intellectual level but also at a deep 
spiritual level, where I have been constantly challenged in my faith journey.
 My diaconate ordination is grace and a blessing for me. I say it is grace and blessing because I have become 
a member of the great legacy of the early Church. The ministry of the diaconate goes back to the early 
apostolic Church. In the early church, seven deacons were appointed to serve the widows and orphans (Acts 
6:1-6). Through my diaconate ordination, I am called to be part of this great holy service. As a deacon, it is 
my responsibility to assist a priest during liturgical services in the Church. During the last supper, Jesus 
humbled himself to wash the feet of his disciples. He did the work of a servant and showed that the way of 
service is first to be a humble servant. As a deacon, I am reminded to humble myself and to be at service to 
facilitate, enable, animate, encourage, and empower the whole church. To live out this call faithfully is a 
challenge for me. I pray “ Lord, Make me your servant humble and meek, in order to carry out your mission 
for your greater glory and honour.”
           - Dn. Lazarus Basumatary SJ
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I am called to heal and reconcile in Christ!
We live in a world which facilitates fast-paced lifestyles and tit for tat culture that harps 
on individualistic thinking and amassing wealth for one's survival. Most of the time 
these endeavours are achieved in an inhuman way leaving behind painful and uncared 
bruises and wounds in the hearts and minds of many.  At this juncture, the motto, “To 
Heal and Reconcile in Christ” makes sense as I commit and dedicate myself to the 

service of the Lord.
I am extremely glad that my vocation in the Society of Jesus 
brought me to what I am today. It is my dream as well. When I trace 
back my dream, it is a dream in a womb. Yes! Whether you believe 
it or not. It is! We all know the call of Jeremiah. “Before I formed 
you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born, I 
consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations” (Jer 1: 
5-6). Jeremiah's call and commission resonate in my life as well. I 
lost my dad when I was three months old in my mother's womb. 
Poverty and precariousness as a widow; a mother of seven 
children already, none to support the family; financially and 
pitying social surroundings prompted her to go for abortion. 
However, in the pain and brokenness of losing her little baby, my 
benevolent mother courageously opened herself to the providence 
of God. By a miracle, I'm Alive Today! It is God's will that I am His 
and I salute my mother for saying that 'Yes' to His will. 
For me, being ordained a deacon is receiving a costly grace. It constantly makes me feel that God favours 
me. It reminds me of my brokenness as well. On the eve of the Diaconate Ordination, I was overwhelmed 
with the true feeling of my brokenness of mine and that of my family as well. But brokenness cannot be an 
excuse rather it is the harbour of grace to set out courageously to share the grace with all. Therefore, this is 
not only a gift but also a task. I should make it costly to myself as well. Sacrificing one's self, carrying the 
Cross daily and living as a true Catholic is challenging. But I am not alone, the LORD walks with me.
During the Diaconate Ordination ceremony, the litany of saints is one of the most significant parts of the 
liturgy. Fr. Geo Clitus, a priest of Kuzhithurai diocese, greeted me on that day and requested me to pray for 
grace during the litany, which I did. I hope God bless me with that grace I asked for so that I maybe be a 
witness to his generous love and providence. May the good Lord who has begun the good work in me bring 
it to its fulfilment!
            - Dn. John Kamilas SJ
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We read in the Book of Genesis that God created us in His image (cf. Gen 1:27). 
He created each of us unique. St. Paul affirms that all of us are the children of God 
in Christ (cf. Gal 3:26). As children of God, our call is to journey together on the 
path of faith, hope and love in the Church of Christ. Pope Francis invites every 
Catholic to imbibe the values of the Synodal Church. The bases of the Synodal 
Church are communion, participation and mission among the clergy and the lay 
faithful.  
The spirit of the Synodal Church inspires every baptized Christian to journey 

together with fellow Christians. The Synodal Church inspires its members to embrace their multicultural 
traditions. The Synodal Church opens an avenue where the clergy and the laity share their responsibilities. 
The Synodal Church celebrates the diverse socio-culturality of its members and gathers them as one people 
in Christ.  It teaches them that the clergy and the laity are co-pilgrims on this earth. It encourages them to 
journey together to carry on the mission of Christ on earth. It aims at announcing the Kingdom of God. The 
voice of the Synodal Church echoes, saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near.” 
(Mk 1:15). The seed of the Kingdom of God is present in every Christian. The seed of the Kingdom of God 
will mature with time. The Kingdom of God is a new social, political and cultural order. Jesus has 
inaugurated the Kingdom of God through His passion, death and resurrection.  The foundations of the 
kingdom of God are love, peace, justice and equality among human beings. 
Jesus brought a revolution to Jewish society. He condemned the oppressive socio-political system of 
Jewish society. He questioned the authorities in power, which lead to His death. Jesus' Passion, Death and 
Resurrection brought new meaning to the human race. He established the Church through his disciples 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Ever since the mission of Christ continues in the Church through the 
faithful. The Church has been hierarchical for centuries. However, in the 21st millennium, the Church 
recognizes itself as a Synodal Church. Pope Francis is asking us to become even more of a synodal Church. 
In convening this present Synod, in which he is asking all the local churches to participate, he states: “It is 
precisely the path of synodality which God expects of the Church of the third millennium.” A path where we 
listen to one another, dream together and prayerfully discern together our mission.
The Synodal Church is the Church of the clergy and the laity. The Synodal Church invites both the clergy 
and the laity to collaborate to establish the Kingdom of God. However, the Synodal Church is not without 
challenges and opposition. It is bound to face challenges and difficulties. The path of the Synodal Church is 
the path of Cross, Death and Resurrection. It is a path on which the Holy Spirit accompanies us in our 
common journey. Our common journey is the journey of faith.  It is the journey of the people of the 
resurrection. Let us accept the invitation of the Synodal Church and strive for communion, participation 
and mission in our common journey towards the establishment of the Kingdom of God.

         - Dn. Jojappa Murikipudi SJ

SYNODAL JOURNEY IN THE CHURCH 
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Two of the disciples of Jesus were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about things that had 
happened. They were shell-shocked and saddened at the crucifixion and death of 
Jesus…their hopes shattered…thinking that all was over. While they were 
talking and discussing together, Jesus draws near and simply walks with them (cf. 
Luke 24:13-35). Notice that Jesus doesn't simply start with a solution, telling 
them to turn around, but walks with them in their doubt and pain, and draws near 
to them. This accompaniment of Jesus presents a perfect model for Synodality. 

Active listening and attentive speaking were part of Jesus' accompaniment in the Emmaus journey. 
            The Father's plan is fulfilled eschatologically in the paschal mystery where Jesus gives His life to 
take it up again in the resurrection and to share it with His 
disciples as sons and daughters, sisters and brothers in the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Through this experience of the 
resurrection, the disciples come to understand the crucifixion as 
an event of salvation; they find renewed faith and recognize 
themselves as the eschatological community of God, the church. 
Keeping in mind that God's style is one of closeness, compassion 
and tenderness. Pope Francis said that the Synod is also an 
occasion for the People of God not to be aloof but to become a 
Church of closeness by her very presence, bandaging wounds and 
healing broken hearts with the balm of God. This is the same thing 
we witness in the Emmaus narrative. 
Synodality is about walking together in a shared search for Christ 
in scripture, prayer and common life. The International 
Theological Commission describes synodality as a “constitutive 
dimension of the Church” meaning that synodality is essential to building the Christian community. The 
style with which the Church ordinarily lives and works is “the community listening to the Word and 
celebrating the Eucharist, the brotherhood of communion and the co-responsibility and participation of the 
whole People of God in its life and mission, on all levels and distinguishing various ministries and roles”
In the Emmaus incident, Jesus walks along with the disciples enabling them to understand at their own 
discretion and not imposing His explanation. He gradually builds their faith and they finally reach a point 
where they can recognise Christ by themselves. Because they have discerned it together through their 
encounter with Jesus. I feel that Synodality is very much in line with this process. In establishing a synodal 
process Pope Francis has passed the responsibility for the future direction and influence of the Church to 
a l l 

RESURRECTED JESUS – A PERFECT MODEL 
    OF SYNODALITY
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the People of God. It is about advancing on the journey, to be the church we are called to be, to chart a way 
forward. The so-called 'Clergy of the Church' are called to walk along with the people in providing a way 
for strengthening their relationship with God. The religious authority is called to imitate Christ in a similar 
journey with the faithful and enable them to experience Gods' presence without exhorting the attitude of 
domination. Pope Francis is a great manifestation of this process from the time of his election in 2013. May 
we imitate our leader in this regard to form a Church consisting of shepherds with the smell of the sheep.
Come to Holy Spirit to lead and inspire us. Enkindle in us the fires of your love as you did to the disciples on 
their journey to Emmaus.        -      Dn. Praveen Polanki SJ

No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has 
prepared for those who love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9). I'm overwhelmed with joy to 
share my diaconate ordination experience. To my surprise, I did not expect to receive 
my diaconate ordination along with my Jesuit companions.  During the diaconate 
ordination, I felt the presence of the Holy Spirit in a unique way that can't be put into 

words. It was the grace of God at work during the entire ceremony. I'm grateful to Fr. Nirmal Raj SJ, Rector 
of Vidyajyoti College who took the initiative and encouraged me in getting my diaconate ordination along 
with Jesuit scholastics. At the moment of my diaconate, I was thinking about Saint Stephen, a man full of 
grace and power (Acts 6:8) who was chosen to serve the Lord and his people. His mind was steadfastly set 
on heavenly things. He saw the glory of God in all situations. He testified boldly about the Risen Christ. I 
was saying to myself, “Although I am unworthy, the Lord, has chosen me to serve him and the Church. I 
need to give my best in all that I do.” I felt the presence of the Holy Spirit around during my diaconate 
Ordination.  When the Litany of Saints was being sung, I made a promise to the Lord to become an 
instrument for His greater glory. As I laid prostrate praying and invoking God's help, my eyes were in tears 
as I felt the profound intimacy of the Lord. 
Another Biblical personality that inspires me a lot is Daniel. When he was seventeen years old, he was 
determined in his heart not to defile himself (Dan. 1:8). Daniel along with three other young men, 
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah courageously stood to be witnesses for observing the law of the Lord 
(Dan.1:3-17). There are few people in this world today, who bear witness to the gospel of Christ. Can I 
become like young Daniel in the present context to bear witness to the gospel of Christ? "Christ loved the 
Church and gave himself for her" (Eph.5:25), similarly we are called to follow in the footsteps of Christ. In 
order to build the Church, we have to love the Church in the same way. It is not enough for me just to receive 
my diaconate ordination and then go on to become a priest. I am called specially to remain deacon in my 
service and responsibilities till the end of my life as our Archbishop Most. Rev. Anil JT Couto reminded us 
in his homily. Kindly keep me in your prayers so that I may persevere in my call to serve God and His 
people. Let us keep the flame of Christ burning in our hearts wherever we are for with God all things are 
possible.       - Dn. Girish Kumar Karo (Diocese of Ambikapur)

My Diaconate Ordination Experience
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In May of 2021, Pope Francis did an amazing thing—he called on every member of the 

Church around the world to become participants in the “Synod on Synodality.” The 

official name of this synod is “For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, and 

Mission.” The root meaning of synod is something like “to walk together.” The rich 

Christ-centered and Holy Spirit-led conversations and personal interactions of the 

disciples “walking together” with the risen Lord is a beautiful example of what a synod 

is (cf. Luke 24:13-35).
Let us reflect on the above Emmaus passage in the light of the Synod “journeying together.” The beginning 

of the story immediately grounds the people in the material of the road, the distance and the immediacy of 

“all that has just happened”. Two of Jesus' disciples are walking together on the road from Jerusalem to the 

nearby village of Emmaus. The evangelist does not name the two disciples at first and so they could be “any 

disciple”, male or female. We can all enter this 

story in the corporeality of our own bodily 

experience in place.
Jesus joins the two disciples on their Emmaus 

journey and he asks what they are discussing. 

They were discussing the event (v15). Jesus joined 

them but they didn't recognize him (v16). When 

Jesus challenged them, they became downcast 

(v17). The disciples then spoke about the death 

and resurrection of Jesus (v19-24). Jesus then 

explained the scriptures to them (v 25-27). At the 

end of the journey, he broke bread with them (v30). He then vanished from their sight (v31). They found 

their hearts burning (v32). They then rushed to bear witness to their experience (v33).
At the heart of the Emmaus story is listening and encountering. Jesus has just risen from the dead and what 

does he do for those first few hours? He listens to two people who are going the wrong way. He encounters 

and listens. As the two disciples dialogue with Jesus and speak about the word of God they start to discern a 

path forward. They feel their hearts burning within them… which is the work of the Holy Spirit. As they 

share their meal with Jesus, it dawns on them what they need to do. And they make the decision to turn 
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around. This decision was a fruit of their discernment in their encounter with Jesus. 

Looking at the series of events – journeying together (participation), reflecting on the death and 

resurrection of Jesus, Jesus himself encountering them, disciples confronted by Jesus. They reflected on 

the scriptures and shared the breaking of the bread (communion). Their hearts burned (they were 

enthused), and they immediately set out to bear witness (mission). 

Synod is all about – journeying together, listening, sharing, participating, meditating on the passion and 

resurrection, contemplating the Word of God, breaking bread and finally going out. Though often we don't 

realize it and we find ourselves away from the Lord, yet he draws near to us, walks with us, listens to us and 

talks to us. Do we recognise Jesus and welcome him on our journey? What's most important is that we are 

God's pilgrim people journeying together on this earth. The act of gathering, listening, and discerning as a 

community in which everyone plays an active role through their roles of participation and contribution 

exemplifies the concept of journeying together. May the Holy Spirit open our hearts and mind to the 

presence of the risen Lord in our midst and help us to see Him in one another. May Jesus's prayer “that they 

may be one” come to its fulfilment.
          
          - Br. Rakesh Kumar (IMS)
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Easter is the season of joy and hope, one of new life with the risen lord. The God we 
worship is the God who created the universe. Moreover, the God who has called us to 
carry out His mission is a God who is alive and not a dead God. Walking with the risen 
Lord is the dream of every Christian who believes that redemption is only through 
Christ. It is natural that we always want to be in the glory of Christ but we lack the desire 
to be part of Jesus' passion and death. The truth is that there is no resurrection without 
passion and death. Death and resurrection are two sides of the same coin. St. Ignatius 

followed the crucified Jesus, not the glorified Christ. He knew that this crucifixion will lead to glorification 
and that is why he asked for the grace to follow Jesus under the banner of the Cross. 
If you ask me whether suffering is really necessary to attain glory, my response is 'Yes'. Suffering makes 
human beings understand and experience what poverty means, what 
humility is and how compassion feels. Suffering teaches us a lesson to 
come out of the shell of ego and self-arrogance. Blessed Virgin Mary 
became Mother of God, the highest form of glorification one could ever 
get. But she had to humble herself and undergo passion experience all 
through her life. Yes! She carried the Redeemer in her womb even before 
her marriage and held the body of Jesus in her lap after his death on the 
Cross. Thus, Mother Mary becomes our role model of being glorified in 
the eyes of the Lord through suffering. 
From the narration of the Emmaus disciples (Lk 24: 13-35), we know 
that it was necessary for the Messiah to suffer death and then enter into 
His glory.  “Were not our hearts burning within us while He was talking 
to us on the road, while He was opening the Scripture to us?” (Luke 
24:32). Yes! The experience of walking with the risen Lord and the 
realization of the truth-filled them with joy and hope and gave them the 
strength and courage to proclaim the Good News to the whole world.  
Sometimes, we also go astray from God thinking God has abandoned us 
and we have nowhere else to go but to run away from the difficult situation. It is at times like these, that the 
Church, just as Jesus accompanied the Emmaus disciples, accompanies us and the ongoing 'Synod on 
Synodality' is a fitting example in this regard. For, it focuses on people walking together in communion 
and participating together in God's mission. 
Thus, the synod on Synodality gives us the opportunity to once again walk together, hand in hand and carry 
out the mission entrusted to us by the risen Lord. This opportunity of people working together along with 
the Church has, indeed, filled the entire Christian community with joy and hope because the realization of 
the Reign of God is not far. Yes! the path to realizing the Reign of God may be narrow and full of sufferings, 
the risen Lord will surely guide us in and through the likes of synod on synodality and help us fulfil His 
mission. After all, it is His mission, not ours. Let the risen Lord be with us all and help us bring joy and hope 
to the whole world.        

           - Dn. Edward Lenin SJ
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“How often do I take time to listen for the 
word of God to come to me?”One would ask 
this question many often in life. Very truly I 
tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter 
by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, 
is a thief and a robber, the one who enters by 
the gate is the shepherded of the sheep. My 
sheep listen to my voice; I know them and 
they know me. Jesus is the shepherd and I am 
the sheep. He knows me with the smell of the 

sheep. Listening to the gospel of the risen Christ is the obedience to the father in heaven. Jesus is my Lord, 
master and saviour. I need to listen to him. If I disobey God I will be cut down and separated from him like a 
tree that bears no fruits.
Christ is truly raised. The day Jesus rose, he planted an unshakable flag of hope over the grave. How could 
anything ever surpass his victory? Only he could author a more glorious day, and he has, a day that is 
coming soon. “The trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed” 
1Corinthians15:52. Death was defeated when the stone was rolled away, though it still harasses and 
plagues the earth for now. But when Christ returns, we will sing, Death is swallowed up in victory, death 
where is your victory, death where is your sting?” 
I must first listen to the Lord and his holiness Pope Francis tells that what is listening in today's context. 
Then I must emphasize the present Church more on listening. I must condemn the listening hierarchy of the 
Church in the past. I must believe in the present day reality of the Church as a listening Church. It does not 
mean that the Church exists somewhere outside but I am the Church. It is not only me but the entire 
religious and priests who are the body of the church. I am the Church.  Knowing how to listen is an 
immense grace, it is a gift that I need to ask for and then make every effort to practice. 
 Listening with the ear of the heart, invites me to reflect that listening involves more than simply the sense 
of hearing. True listening is a foundation of genuine relationship, and is foundational to the relationship 
between God and humanity.
The Pope, quoting St Paul, noted that “faith comes through hearing.” In fact, he remarked, “listening 
corresponds to the humble style of God,” who reveals Himself by speaking, and by listening to men and 
women recognize them as his partners in dialogue.
Human beings are called in turn to “tune in, to be willing to listen,” as God calls them to a covenant of love. 
Fundamentally, the Pope said, “listening is a dimension of love.”       
           - Sch. Adesh Lakra SJ
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The invocation of 'Synod on Synodality' by Pope Francis is inviting the entire people of God to participate 
in it. This synod is really eye-opening to see the work of the risen Lord in today's context. It is a wonderful 
platform and an opportunity for each and every individual to walk together with the risen Lord who is alive 
and active even in today's troubled and chaotic world. His presence makes us hopeful and rejuvenated in 
lending our helping hands in labouring with him in our own capacity so as to bring some change and 
renewal in the Church.
Walking with the Risen Lord is not an easy affair because it involves a lot of sacrifice, difficulties, 
hardships and struggles. We have to be ready to face uncertainties, challenges, trials and temptations and 
so on. We need to empty ourselves of our self-centeredness and egoistic attitude in order to be opened to 
receive the grace of God and experience the constant accompaniment of the risen Lord just like the 
apostles. They are the ones who really had the first-hand experience of the risen Lord's accompaniment in 
their lives. Because of this experience, they could bear witness boldly and manifest the love of God to the 
whole of creation in every circumstance. 
The risen Lord is always at work in every one of us in and through the Holy Spirit. Even in the process of 
'Synod on Synodality', the Holy Spirit is at work. We, as the participants need to be open and attuned to the 
prompting of the Holy Spirit. Often times we are so much worried, preoccupied and obsessed with 
ourselves and fail to pay heed to the voice of the Lord. We become blindfolded to the new and innovative 
thoughts and ideas that the Holy Spirit tries to instil in us.
We cannot walk with the risen Lord without listening to the prompting of the Holy Spirit in the depth of our 
hearts because walking with the risen Lord and listening to him goes hand in hand. St Paul says that our 
body is the temple of God and therefore God dwells within each one of us. To come to this realization we 
need to be aware and be in touch with our true selves. We can listen to him and experience his presence only 
when we are calm, quiet, composed and free from all kinds of preoccupations and prejudices. Walking and 
listening to the Lord is a humbling experience for us. This humbling experience of listening to the Lord 
leads us towards healing and reconciliation with ourselves and with others as well. 
Today the process of 'Synod on Synodality' is inviting and urging each one of us to open our hearts and 
minds to the promptings of the Holy Spirit so as to move toward a better future where all could be united as 
one and able to live in peace and harmony. I do feel and agree that listening is indeed the first criteria or a 
stepping stone toward a synodal church that would lead us to reach the ultimate goal which is 'communion, 
participation and mission.'
Listening is the driving force that leads us toward success. It equips us to be ready and willing to accept the 
greater cause that is to walk with the risen Lord knowing and embracing everything under the sun. 
Our commitment and deep conviction in walking with the risen Lord should be our source of strength in 
taking up any challenges that come on our way. This unwavering conviction will give us the true 
experience of joy and consolation that would be everlasting. And this experience will help us to grow, 
flourish and thrive in our mission which is proclaiming and bringing God's kingdom here amidst us.           

           -       Sch. Pankaj SJ
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The theme of the synod is synodality itself: “For a synodal Church: communion, participation and 
mission.” The Vatican has approved an enhanced three-stage process in which they hope for greater 
participation from the whole Church at the diocesan, national and universal levels.
Listen to the Lost. And listen to one another. The world is full of people crying out for someone to listen to 
them. May the Triune God, who listens unceasingly, give us grace in the ministry of listening. The Church 
is one because she has her source, her model and her goal in the unity of the Blessed Trinity She is the 
People of God on pilgrimage on earth in order to reconcile all people in the unity of the Body of Christ, 
through the Holy Spirit. The journey of the church is with Christ, through Christ and in Christ. He, the 
wayfarer, the Way and our homeland, gives His Spirit of love so that, in Him, we may follow "the most 
perfect way".  The Church is called to retrace the footsteps of her Lord until He returns. Synodality means 
that the whole Church is a subject and that everyone in the Church is a subject. The faithful are companions 
on the journey. They are called to play an active role. Synodality manifests the image of the People of God, 
gathered from among the nations, and expresses its social, historical and missionary character, which 
corresponds to the condition and vocation of each human person. Jesus is the way from God to man and 
from man to God.
The last part of Matthew's Gospel deals with the Passion, the death and the resurrection of Christ. Jesus 
Christ died, Jesus Christ rose. Christ Lord will come again with glory. Saint Peter gives this testimony to 
the gathering – Jesus of Nazareth performed many miracles while living in Galilee and Jerusalem and 
cured many people. He did all this according to the will of the Supreme Father, so that we can feel the love 
of God. The relationship of Christians to fellowship with the resurrected Christ is the teaching of Jesus 
Christ - in baptism, we die, are buried, and rise. The prophet Isaiah's prophesies about the painful death of 
the Lord Jesus, thereby calling the Lord Jesus the servant of God. This is an event of the salvation plan 
already planned by God. Why did God plan this tragic event? It is natural for this question to arise in our 
minds. It is also often asked that there is no other possible way for God, so that the Lord Jesus does not have 
to endure Gethsemane, Calvary, Golgotha, cross, life-suffering, death, etc.? The answer is that God, in his 
immense love, allowed his son to die on the cross, because through this God wants to save the world. In 
order to save the human family from the decline till the ages to come, God chose this path, in which he 
could free man from the bondage of sin by sacrificing his son. We should reflect on the words of the Gospel 
of Saint John - with Christ. So we find life in Christ. Resurrection means entering into a new life, based on 
the Risen Christ. The great enemy for man is death; and Christ defeated him, through his infinite love, 
transforming every temptation to evil in our lives into an experience of hope, through which we will 
glorify God and bear witness to him to our brethren.
The teaching of Scripture and Tradition show that synodality is an essential dimension of the Church. 
Through synodality, the Church reveals and configures herself as the pilgrim People of God and as the 
assembly convoked by the risen Lord. 
             - Bro. Ankit John
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“Very truly I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if 
it dies, it bears much fruits” (John 12:24-26). Jesus is inviting every one of us to be like that of grain of 
wheat which dies and transformed into a new plant and bears bearing much fruit. Jesus surrendered his life 
through his suffering and death on the cross only to rise again in new life. This is what St. Lawrence, a 
martyr and deacon who was entrusted to look after the administration of the Church's goods, before his 
arrest he generously gave the belongings of the church to the poor and the sick. For Christ's sake he was 
roasted to death and even at this point of his death he said to the torturers, “I am cooked on one side; turn me 
to the other side. His death paved the way to many in accepting Christianity as their way of life. His death 

has touched the hearts of many and many 
accepted Christianity. In the New Testament, we 
find that how Thomas doubted and because of his 
lack of faith, the risen Lord has to appear to him. 
When he encountered the risen Lord, he believed 
and that spiritual transformation took place. With 
this spiritual transformation, he came to the 
southern part of India and proclaimed the gospel 
to the people and he was martyred. In the Acts of 
Apostles, Paul did not like the followers of Jesus 
and persecuted them. He was a well-educated 
man and did not believe that Jesus was the 

Messiah. On the way to Damascus, the risen Lord appeared to him and said to him “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me, I am Jesus whom you are persecuting (Acts 9:4-9).” He became full blind and a new life 
began in his life. A life that is full of compassion and love, and filled with the power of the Holy Spirit. He 
became the great pillar of the Church and completely sacrificed his life for spreading the love of Christ 
whom he encountered on the way to Damascus. We find many more such examples, which have 
experienced and encountered the risen Lord and without asking for any reword they have sacrificed their 
lives. It is because they allowed themselves to be guided by the risen Lord. 
When we look at the world today, we see a lot of injustice and exploitation is being done. Day by day rape 
cases, child abuses, child trafficking, migration, displacement, and discrimination are drastically 
increasing. Each country is finding against another in the name of religion, casts and resources. On the 
other hand, the world is moving towards advanced technology and development in which many natural 
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resources are being destroyed and polluted. It has affected the lives of many and there is no peace and 
harmony in the world. In response to these, there are several encyclical documents came up that basically 
demanding for human dignity and respect. These documents are looking at the universe in the eyes of God 
who created us in His image and likeness. In the Dharma of Jesus, the author says, Jesus experienced the 
unconditional love of his Father and it made him see everything in different ways. He began to see the laws 
in a spiritual sense and that is why he condemned the Pharisees and Sadducees for not being humble 
towards simple people. Christ is the Church and He is the head of the Church. We need to establish a 
relationship with the risen Lord and we must encounter Him in our everyday life. This can happen only 
through daily prayers, communion, and participation in the daily Eucharist and then new life begins in us. 
Now, at present Synod 2021-2023 is stepping toward Synodal Church. It has three dimensions; 
Communion, Participation and Mission. Through this Synod, Holy Father Pope Francis is inviting us to 
look the world in different ways where we can bring peace, justice and harmony. The purpose of this synod 
is to include everyone to promote justice and human dignity in the world. Biblical point of view we are 
created in the image and likeness of God. Jesus, the risen Lord showed the Kingdom God here on earth. So 
we as human beings are expected to create this universe as a love of home. Pope Francis says, “By walking 
together, and together reflecting on the journey made, the Church will be able to learn from what it will 
experience which processes can help it to live communion, to achieve participation, to open itself to the 
mission.”

          - Sch. Sanjay Bodra SJ
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As we are in the Lenten season, this is the 
time we meditate upon the passion and 
crucifixion of Jesus exclusively. Jesus 
suffered and died to save us from the 
bondage of sin and he invites us to 
forgive each other. Then what is the 
relevance of Resurrection? Certainly, 
without the death of Christ, there is no 
salvation, but then neither is there any 
salvation without the resurrection. As St 
Paul states in his letter to Romans his 
resurrection, no less than his death, is at 

the heart of the gospel. The resurrection is often viewed primarily as the awesome miracle that validates the 
truth of Christianity, because it invites us to have a hope of new life, a new life of communion with God as 
well as with one's own neighbour.
Jesus Christ lived his life in the world uniting God and people as well as people to each other by giving 
himself totally even unto the Calvary. Jesus addresses God as the Father who has great concern for the 
needy and the oppressed in his preaching. He identified himself with the least people: 'As you did it to one 
of the least of these, you did it to me.' According to St Paul, the whole of the Christian life is summed up in 
faith, love and service of neighbour, which involves the fulfilment of the demands of communion. 
Therefore, our relationship is bound up with our relationship with God. Christian love of neighbour implies 
an absolute demand for communion. Because every person is the true image of the invisible God and a 
sibling of Christ.
Pope Francis invites the entire church to reflect on a theme that is decisive for its life and mission, which is 
precisely the path of synodality under the theme “For a synodal church: communion, participation and 
mission.”Synodality implies a clear recognition of the communion of the whole people of God – 
“Journeying together”. Pope Francis recognizes synodality as a constitutive element of the church and sees 
commitment to building a synodal church as a mission to which all are called.  For him, this commitment 
not only has clear ecumenical implications but also extends to humanity as a whole.  He states: “A synodal 
Church is like a standard lifted up among the nations in a world which often consigns the fate of entire 
peoples to the grasp of small but powerful groups.”  As it “journeys together” with men and women, 
sharing the travails of history, the church witnesses to a rediscovery of the inviolable dignity of peoples and 
of the function of authority as service which may also be able to help civil society to be built up in justice 
and fraternity, and thus bring about a more beautiful and humane world for coming generations. Walking 
with the Risen Lord means to walk in communion with his followers.
            - Bro. Jophin P J

THE RESURRECTION IS EQUAL 
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Pope Francis says, "Life is a journey. When we stop, 
things don't go right. We must always walk in the 
presence of the Lord, in the light of the Lord, always 
trying to live in an irreprehensible way.” We see every 
morning people walk on streets and parks. Walking 
has its benefits. It makes people healthy; it strengthens 
the whole body system. Besides, it makes one's life 
better. However, walking with God spiritually is much 
more beneficial than physical walking. For this one 
needs to learn to walk with God daily. In Christ, we 
find the source of all happiness and joys. For Pope 
Francis says, “Our deepest joy comes from Christ: 
remaining with him, walking with him, being his 

disciples.” As Christians, we have become his disciples to walk with him, to walk in his footsteps. What 
does walking with God mean? It means our relationship with God. We know that human beings are social 
beings; they yearn for someone with whom they could walk, share, talk, and listen to them. When we walk, 
talk, share or even silently be present, we enjoy the company of each other. Through such situations, we 
create a genuine relationship with our Master.
 
In the Old Testament, we see, that God had a loving relationship with Adam and Eve. He engaged himself 
in walking along with them in the garden that involved companionship, sharing and dialogue. Likewise, 
the same God today longs to walk with us, give us his grace to draw us closer and walk with him. A person 
would not engage himself with anybody in walking, talking or sharing with whom he does not know. But, 
Jesus does that for he loves all human beings. In doing so, He wants to deepen our friendship and 
relationship with Him. Jesus himself comes forward and joins the two disciples who were walking on their 
way to Emmaus. The presence of walking Jesus is very much portrayed in a poem called “Footprints in the 
Sand” where it describes a person who sees two pairs of footprints in the sand, one of which belonged to 
God and another to himself. At some points, the two pairs of footprints dwindle to one and it is explained 
that this is where God carried the person. This speaks about the whole experience of Jesus walking with us. 
During our joyful and happy moments, Jesus walks beside us but when we feel low, hopeless, 
downtrodden and lonely, Jesus carries and walks with us. He gives us the great assurance of His ever-
abiding presence.   
 
Each individual has the responsibility to make space for God to become a part of one's life. Pastor Rick , 
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Warren in his book 'The Purpose Driven Life' tells, “Without God, life has no purpose, and without 
purposlife has no meaning. Without meaning, life has no significance or hope.” We see a vivid 
representation of the same thought in the Acts of the Apostles. “Life will be hollow, fruitless, and 
directionless if it is not connected with God. Without the Lord, nothing could satisfy man, for true 
satisfaction comes from knowing God's purpose for our lives and living it. For in him we live, move and 
have our being.” There are moments when Christ himself joins us as we walk, but sometimes we don't take 
notice of Him like the two men on the way to Emmaus whose eyes were restrained by many things. 
Similarly, in our case, we too are unable to recognize the face and the hand of God upon our lives.
 
Walking with the Risen Lord is not easy. It demands a lot from us to walk with Him. For the Lord, Himself 
said that our life on earth would not be easy. We have to go through a lot of hardships, struggles, obstacles 
and oppositions. As promised by Christ, he is there to strengthen our wills and direct our paths. This is the 
journey of a community of believers with a single vision to follow in the footsteps of God. What an 
opportune moment to begin the process now! The Synod on Synodality is a journey about the passion, 
death and resurrection of Jesus our model and guide. Today, the Risen Lord through this Synodal Church is 
inviting the People of God to listen to the Holy Spirit. This is a divine call to walk with Jesus who paved the 
way for Synodality during his mission on earth. Are we ready to walk with the Risen Lord?
           - Sch. David Ekka SJ
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“Take heed, keep alert, for the Lord walks with you.” Walking with the risen Lord means living a life that is 
pleasing to God and entirely having a new life in Jesus, where there is no stepping back and looking back 
but walking with the lord every movement without fail.“But whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love 
of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: whoever says he abides in him ought to walk 
in the same way in which he walked.” (1 John 2: 5-6). Because we have the experience of the risen lord 
from the gospel “The Walk to Emmaus” when the Lord walks with us our heart-burns, we cannot realize 
that he is Jesus unless he reveals to us, in fact, he always walks along with us. Jesus chooses to reveal 
himself only when we are open to his spirit and willing to walk in his ways. We have many prominent 
figures in the Old Testament like Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moses and David who walked with God and 
remained steadfast and faithful until death and even though they had fallen, they rose again with 
repentance, and were saved by faith. We too wish to walk with the lord but we need considerations and 
exemptions from difficulties and sufferings. We choose ̀ life bed of roses`. We have the concupiscence and 
to go astray from the lord, hence we need to stop and look back where I have reached on my way in the 

process of walking with the lord.   
Our holy father Pope Francis called 
for  Synodal  Church  tha t  i s 
“Journeying together” for we 
cannot walk alone with our 
limitations and fragility knowing 
not where we are going alone in this 
world, by my own thinking and 
understanding. The Church is a 
community; it is you and I the 
Church.  Therefore ,  walking 
together Is very important if this 

fascinating and technological world we need to adhere to the voice of all people of all generations and all 
religions to grow closer to God as one human family with different cultures and languages and religions in 
this contemporary era. To walk with the risen lord requires humility and uncompromising commitment. 
Moreover, we need to know why and where I am willing to walk with the lord because we as relational 
beings, need to walk together in order that we may be sure of walking to the Calvary.  The synodal church 
is to involve and give first preference to the Holy Spirit and asking Jesus and praying to God to lead us 
together as we journey together to transcend to the heavenly realm, that we may be united in the Lord.
As human beings, we tend to escape from suffering and try to avoid the path that is narrow. It is evident that 
the world is full of suffering. Physical, emotional and spiritual pain has been and will be an intrinsic part of 
the human experience. The archetypal example of our suffering was Jesus Christ, who was persecuted and 
crucified by the Roman officials for our sake. Suffering will indeed come, but God can give us grace and  

WALKING WITH THE RISEN LORD

23VJ TODAY, May - 2022



power to overcome every trial and to fulfil our purpose and mission in His kingdom.   Suffering is not the 
end. The scripture says” And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you 
have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.” (1 Peter 
5:10). We have experienced it in and through Jesus the suffering servant of God. He took all our sins on him 
and walked to sacrifice as a ransom for all of us and set us free.   Here the question is am I ready to walk with 
the Lord by taking up my daily crosses. This is what the discipleship offers us to follow Jesus so intimately, 
saying no to these worldly attractions and pleasurable desires. What do I consider Jesus` passion, death, 
and resurrection? Is that an end? I am still perplexed to believe in the risen Lord walking with me every 
movement. “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed in us.” (Romans 8:18). Fear not when troubles and persecutions come along the way, do not forget 
that risen Jesus Christ is walking with you. Trust in Him, he will reach your destination. We are given grace 
and hope to count on Jesus our saviour who raises us with him to eternal glory. “Dear friends, do not be 
surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange was happening to 
you. But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when 
his glory is revealed.” (1 Peter 4:12-13). 
Let us fervently pray to Trinitarian God to help each and every one of us to walk in the way Jesus walked 
and showed us the way to the Father that this synod may unite the whole of humanity for the better living, 
caring and loving one another as brothers and sister. That we may realize that war kills peace and welfare of 
the warfare. Offer all our church leaders and world political leaders at the feet of the lord and pray that may 
respect human dignity and human rights and work for the peace in the world, and in everyone's heart. That 
this Journeying together is set open to all to walk in the way of justice and peace, walking with the risen 
Lord is walking by precepts of God.                                                   -           Bro. M. Manohar IMS

On the 8th of March, we celebrated “International Women's Day” in the college. Sch Nirmal Kullu SJ 
animated the entire program of the day. On this occasion the college had invited Prof. Kaushal Panwar of 
the Motilal Nehru College, Delhi University to share her own story. The program was efficiently 
moderated by Sr. Prabina Rudum, IBVM. The story of Prof. Kaushal Panwar was indeed very moving, 
inspiring and intriguing. Listening to her true story was an enriching and enhancing experience for each 
one of us. She opened our eyes to the realities of the world of women in this 21st century.
 To make the day special and memorable for the women in the college, we acknowledged their valuable 
presence and contribution to our institution. The college wished them with a song dedicated to women in 
particular and felicitated them by offering bouquets. Each of them expressed their joy of acceptance, 
respected, belongingness and feeling of gratitude towards this very institution. They also articulated their 
thought on this very occasion and delivered short messages for all of us.
We concluded this short program with a hymn to Mother Mary and dispersed in joy and laughter with the 
sweets in our hands.          - Sch. Pankaj SJ

International Women's Day
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There are many references in the gospels where Jesus is addressed as a teacher. More so in John 13, Jesus calls 
himself a teacher (Jn13:13). Being a teacher, he taught people throughout his life, not only by his words but more 
than that through his life. And the beneficiaries -the people and Jesus's own disciples, their duty is to be like their 
teacher (Mt 10:25). The mountain motif- going up to a mountain was a setting for the teaching and healing ministry 
of Jesus. In the gospel of Matthew, Jesus repeatedly goes to the mountain. The sermon on the mount (Mt 5:1), the 
healing (Mt 15:29), the transfiguration (Mt 17:1), the crucifixion (Mt 27:33) and the ascension (Mt 28:16) are the 
examples of Jesus' teaching (sermon, healing, instructing) on the mountain. In rabbinic Judaism, the rabbis are 
always taught in a seated position. And definitely, Jesus' teaching was a dialogical. There was always a dialogue 
between Jesus and his disciples, between Jesus and scribes and Pharisees, between Jesus and people. Jesus not only 
taught but also learned from people. The parables he employs reveal that he learned from people, from nature, and 
from his own humanness (he learned obedience through what he suffered, Heb 5:8). He was a keen observer. He 
learned people's hearts (Mk 17:10, Mt 9:36). In the ashram way of teaching, a disciple always sat at the feet of the 
teacher and learned. This learning was dialogical. The Vedic Corpus, that is the Upanishad itself translates to 
'sitting down near' referring to the students sitting down near the teacher and learning.

Taittiriya Upanishad has this beautiful sloka-
ॐ सह नाववतु । सह नौ भुन�ु । सह वीय� करवावहै ।

तेज�� नावधीतम�ु मा िवि�षावहै । ।
“May we be protected, may we be nourished, may we work together with great energy,
May our intellect be sharpened, let there be no animosity amongst us.”
This sloka is the prayer of both a teacher and a student. In the teaching and learning process, both get enlightened 
and are benefited. Teaching is not just one-sided. While teaching, the teacher also learns. And the greatest teaching 
a teacher can give is through his/her own way of life. Jesus' own life was his greatest teaching for us all. In 
Evengelii Gaudium 42, Pope Francis says that all religious teaching ultimately has to be reflected in the teacher's 
way of life, which awakens the assent of the heart by its nearness, love and witness. Our teaching should be 
reflected in our way of life (Jn 13:14,15). The teaching also involves learning from the one we teach. It requires 
humility. That is the exhortation of St. Peter to the church leaders- the shepherds of the flock are not to lord it over, 
but need to be examples to the flock (1 Pet 5:3). A Synodal call to the church hierarchy is a reminder that their role is 
not only in teaching but also in learning. As we walk with the risen Lord, may we truly imitate him in teaching as 
well as learning.
May this prayer of Rugveda be the grace we ask as we- the church journey together in the risen Lord-

संग��ं संवद�ं सं वो मनांिस जानताम् |
समानो म�: सिमित: समानी समानं मन: सहिच�मेषाम् ||

समानी व आकूित: समाना �दयािन व: |
समानम�ु वो मनो यथा व: सुसहासित ||

May you move in harmony, speak in one voice; let your minds be in agreement.
May our purpose be the same; may we all be of one mind.
May our intentions and aspirations be alike, so that a common objective unifies us all.
           - Sch. Hitesh Parmar SJ

JESUS NOT ONLY TAUGHT BUT       ALSO LEARNED
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It is needless to explain the chaos that is in the world as well as in the Church at present. Nevertheless, 
there is always a ray of hope that shines seamlessly. During the ongoing Ukraine war crisis, Starlink has 
given the hope of providing internet services. Because of the pandemic, lockdowns, stay-at-home and 
work-from-home habits have given new meaning to family values. This chaos makes us realize and value 
the authentic relationship in our lives. The bottom-top approach of the Synod on Synodality brings hope to 
the Church. This chaotic lifestyle of ours in the world as well as in the Church forces us to emerge with many 
new patterns/ styles of life.   

Just as the resurrection of the Lord gave a new Spirit to the apostles and the early Christians and just as 
the covid-vaccines boosted up the confidence of the people, the Synod on Synodality gives new hope to the 
Church. I feel that the Church is led by the Spirit of the Resurrected Lord through this Synod. 

Resurrected Lord journeyed with the disciples. He walked with the disciples to Emmaus listening to 
them, talking to them and enlightening them to the path of Life. Similarly, this Synod is breaking through 
the hierarchy of the Church and asking everyone to participate in its process of sharing and listening. The 
unique part of this synod is the language of inclusiveness: “we-ness”. It shatters the Paralyzed thought of 
Synod (top-down approach) to a Pilgrimage thought (bottom-top approach): The Church as an 
accompanying and journeying Church.        

In Mk 16:15, the Resurrected Lord commissions the disciples, “Go into all the world and proclaim the 
good news to the whole creation.” He asked us to go to the ends of the earth: inviting and including the 
periphery. This synod's approach is precisely that - listening to the least, the neglected and the unheard. This 
attitude of the Church would give the faithful a sense of comfort, accompaniment and, above all, hope. 

The cleric and the religious of the Church should not be alarmed nor be confused with this approach. 
We need to believe in the Resurrected Christ who tells the disciples, “Do not be afraid…. I am with you 
always to the end of the age” (Mt 28: 10, 20). We should be ready to come out of our comfort zones to listen 
to them as well as allow them to speak boldly. We need to create a space for those who seldom speak. By 
conversing with the periphery, we can bring a conversion like that of Pentecost.  

In the end, one thing that is very much vivid in this Synod is the realization of being guided by the 
Spirit of the Resurrected Christ. The way that the Spirit is leading this synod could be understood with three 
'A's: Accommodating, Accompanying and Accomplishing. By following these three 'A's, we would be 
able to identify the mission of the Church, implant the values of the Gospel and make a better world for 
everyone. 

           - Sch. John Paul SJ

PARALYZED… TO… PILGRIMAGE…
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May this synod become a celebration
of a new charism in the Church

Even a cursory reading of the Gospels 
leads us to encounter a Jesus who is 
always “on the move”. 
As an itinerant preacher, who scarcely 
had “a place to lay his head”, and whose 
message of healing was given to all -- 
s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  s i c k  a n d  t h e 
dispossessed -- he unceasingly pointed 
out a different way of being: God's 
reign, the “kingdom”.
As his disciples, we too are called to 
“walk with him”, not literally, but none 
the less, very really. 

For well did Vatican II define the Church as a “pilgrim Church” -- a people on their way to the Father, 
inspired and guided by the Spirit of the Risen Jesus, in a community which accepts everyone, and excludes 
none. 
How does one “walk with Jesus” today?
So, what does it mean “to walk with the Risen Jesus”?  Perhaps the Emmaus story offers us a clue. 
As the story tells it, most of us will not recognize Jesus when we meet him. But in conversation with him, 
strange things begin to take place -- we gain insights into our past, we make sense of our failures, we are 
reconciled to past griefs.
And like those first disciples, we “recognize him at the breaking of bread”. 
Whenever we share whatever little we have with strangers and wayfarers, our eyes are opened, and the 
Risen Jesus makes himself powerfully present. 
This what is means “to walk with the Risen Lord”.
This also is what “synodality” means. Walking in the Spirit, being open to the Spirit, always attuned to the 
Spirit. Well, has Pope Francis defined it as the essence of the Church.
Lent reminds us of this even more graphically. In the words of Prophet Joel, it is a time to return and repent, 
to be concerned about “transforming our hearts, not just tearing our clothes”. 
To renew our personalities and turn them into synodal ones. 
For the Church, to be is to be synodal. Therefore, the three sub-themes of synodality form three aspects of 
the Lenten message. Let's say a word about each.
Call to Communion
Lent is a call 'to return' to what we originally were -- made in the image and likeness of God, united with 
God, with one another, and with creation. 
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Synodality is a call to become the original church, as described in the Acts of the Apostles, “taking part in 
the fellowship, to break bread, and to pray” (2.42).
Lent is also a time for restoring our lost communion with God, and the consequent loss of fellowship 
among us. Through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Lent helps ushering in a spirit of communion so 
integral to synodality.
Path of Participation
Lent calls us to return to the spirit of participation we may have lost to a self-centred and hedonistic life-
style. 
It is a time, in the words of Prophet Joel, to “gather the people together; prepare them for a sacred meeting” 
-- the old, children, single and married, all alike. Collaboration is the soul of synodality.
After all, those who participate in the synod are not just the hierarchy and the clergy, but 'people of God' 
from every parish and region, of every age and background, from every walk of life. 
Listening to all without any discrimination, and discerning the will of God in every kind of human 
experience, makes us part of the actual Church. 
And we can be grateful that it is because of Pope Francis that we can speak out, challenge, disagree and 
dissent, that we can experience the Church in all its diversity. 
An earlier Church crippled by hypocrisy, worldliness and fear has been set aside, forever.  
Life and Mission
Lent questions the spirit, path and destination of our life-journey. 
Once again, we look at the life and mission of Jesus, as the Gospels present him. 
In proclaiming the “good news of the Kingdom” Jesus knew he was antagonizing the corrupt Jewish 
establishment. He knew that his choice of messiahship was at variance with the popular understanding of 
what a messiah should be. Still, he does not hesitate. 
His three predictions of his passion and death confound his closest disciples, Still, he does not falter.
By his death, Jesus becomes a life-giving Spirit -- infusing the little community of disciples with peace and 
joy, and the courage to witness to his presence among them.  
And in the charisms which he generously bestows upon his church, he enables all kinds to work together, 
and to fashion one body, one glorious communion out of their many differences.
Life and mission are inseparable, be it in a person or in the Church. 
May Lent and Easter be a deep experience of synodality for us all. 
And may this synod be for us not merely one more ecclesial event but a celebration of a new charism in the 
Church -- “to walk together with the Risen Jesus”. 

Fr. Myron Pereira is a Jesuit belonging to Bombay province residing at Campion School Jesuit 
residence. He has spent more than five decades as an academic, journalist, editor and writer of fiction. 

He contributes regularly to UCA News on religious and socio-cultural topics.
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Now when Elisha had fallen sick with the illness of which he 
was to pass away, King Joash of Israel went down to him, and 
wept before him, crying, “My father, my father! The chariots of 
Israel and its horsemen!” (2 Kings 13:14) [Without your 
support and guidance how shall I carry on my mission?]

His Grace Archbishop Anil, Fr Stanislas D'Souza, friends of Fr 
Poulose and all present here!  We are here to thank God and 
celebrate the life, faith, and commitment of Fr Poulose. Indeed, 
his was a remarkable life. I look at him as my fellow brother in 
the Society of Jesus, a community member, a colleague, a 
teacher, a mentor, a researcher, a writer, a formator, a religious, 
a spiritual guide, a social worker, a channel of peace, justice 
and reconciliation, a pastor, and above all a friend. Yes, a friend 
and companion of all, especially the poor, the marginalised, the 
vulnerable, the helpless, the sick, the rickshaw pullers, the 
street children, the slum dwellers who struggle on various 
counts in lives. 

Taking note of his unreserved commitment, guidance, inspiration, accompaniment, brilliance, sharpness, 
orthodoxy and contribution in academics and intellectual activities in brief, I will highlight some aspects of 
his life and how he touched the hearts of the suffering masses leaving behind him a lasting stamp in their life 
and that he will remain their true friend, the cherished memories never to fade.
Teaching Anthropology and Grace, Pneumatology, Spirituality of Prayer, Oriental Theology, Vatican II, 
Indian Theologians, Consecrated Life, and Sikhism in VJ and elsewhere Fr Poulose proved himself as a 
scholar and authority. As the editor of VJTR he wrote extensively and many found his editorials inspiring, 
challenging and thought provoking. He dedicatedly laboured, pinned to the desk even to the late hours, 
doing things meticulously as he shouldered this work. 
He was always available for spiritual ministries. I am sure many of you have profited from his H. 
Eucharistic celebrations, homilies, Confessions, Recollections and Spiritual guidance, etc.
He was part of social movements not only by writing his doctoral thesis on the topic but also with his active 
involvement by joining hands with persons like Medha Patkar. 
Fr Poulose was a prophet who saw things and heard about things which others rarely see or hear. Yes, a 
"voice crying in the wilderness”, the voice of the poor and suffering. It all came to limelight when as a 
student in the early 90's he commenced an innovative ministry among the rickshaw pullers and street 
children. His prophetic activities began with frequent interactions in their living places, organizing them, 

TRIBUTE TO FR POULOSE MANGAI SJ
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and moulding in groups. Gradually with the cooperation of students and staff the rickshaw pullers started 
coming to VJ on every Sundays. It is elevating/inspiring to see the rickshaw pullers and street children 
three times a year in our campus full of enthusiasm, forgetting their tragic stories at least for a day. Let us 
hope that these friends will continue to come to VJ. 
As the director of Ministry and Fieldwork Fr. Poulose spent hours in slums beginning with a large slum 
settlement, Sanjay Amar Colony, along the banks of Yamuna. By this time, he had been also entering in the 
lives of the volunteers involved in the slum works as well. 
During planning of our activities in the Staff and Community deliberations frequently Fr Poulose drew our 
attention to the plights of our co-workers and suggested to help their families, find ways and means for the 
proper education of their children. Till the arrival of the Corona wave, we shared our Sunday lunch with the 
poor people, sometimes numbering up to a 100. Fr. Poulose saw to it that these people have their meals at 
the same time with us, and not served the left-over food, in a dignified way with proper facilities like decent 
plates and seating arrangements. 
On a number of occasions Fr. Poulose met very sick people on the street or when they came to us for help, 
he himself or with the help of others admitted them in hospitals or made arrangements for their treatment 
with the MC sisters and followed their cases. 
For him it was not enough to see the plights but to do something to alleviate the scars and wounds, wipe 
away their tears and sweats, bring rays of hope, smile, happiness, and dignity. 
To honour our dear and much-missed brother, Fr Poulose, is not only to thank him for the life he lived, but 
also to follow all the lessons, inspirations, visions, insights, values he leaves behind him. Yes, that will fill 
us with dignity reminding us that once we were his fellow travellers in life. To honour him is also to praise 
the exemplary, simple, down to earth, patient, sensitive, compassionate, hardworking, austere, gentle man 
Fr. Poulose.
 “One dry bud is enough, spend rest of the money for the poor”, would be the words of Fr Poulose with 
smile seeing abundance of flowers here around him.
On behalf of VJ community and all the Jesuits present here, I wish to express my deepest condolences to 
his family members, the Calcutta Jesuit Province as well as to the friends of Fr Poulose, the rickshaw 
pullers, the street children and the poor people who sought him for anything and everything at any time.
           
           - Fr. Milianus Beck SJ
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Vidyajyoti College of Theology, 
Delhi organized a three-day 
national symposium with the 
theme 'Journeying Together in the 

 Spirit' from March 11 – 13, 2022. 
On the first day, Most Rev. Anil J. 
T. Couto, Metropolitan Arch 
Bishop of Delhi, gave the key note 
address. Therein he congratulated 
Vidyajyoti for the symposium and 
gave his blessing. Speaking on 
Synodality he extensively sought 
its roots in the New Testament and 

connected it with ecumenism, finding commonality in the one mission of Christ. 
Fr. Stanislaus D'Souza SJ, The President of Jesuit Conference of South Asia, Delhi in his greeting 
expressed optimism and saw Synodality as a new way of sharing co-responsibility signalling a time for 
conversion and renewal. He exhorted the audience to engage in meaningful dialogue keeping all doors 
open and listening especially to the painful experiences of the faithful.
Fr. Nirmal Raj SJ, the Rector of Vidyajyoti College, expressed his appreciation and prayed that the 
Symposium may not be merely an academic exercise, but that all may translate into living it.
Fr. P. R. John SJ, in his welcome address, spoke on the dynamics of the symposium. Therein he also 
mentioned the inner churning process of deliberation that later materialized in the various topics for paper 
presentation and panel discussions.
There were four major papers presented. Three paper presentations were on the first day: Fr. Michael 
Amaladoss on 'Journeying Together in Spirit', Fr. Valan C. Antony SJ on 'Scripture and Synodality', and Fr. 
Leonard Fernando SJ on 'Historical Perspectives on Synodality. The fourth paper was presented on the 
third day by Fr. Vincent Kundukulam on 'Towards a Theology of Synodality'.
Fr Michael Amaladoss SJ, an eminent Indian theologian, exposed the theme 'Journeying Together in The 
Spirit'. Being a visionary and firmly grounded in his Indian context, he made bold suggestions and dreamt 
aloud as to how Synodality could impact power structures within the church and her relationship with 
people of all faiths. 
Fr. Valan C Antony SJ, a well-known scripture Professor at Vidyajyoti, spoke on 'Scripture and 
Synodality'. 

National Symposium on Synodality:
 

“Journeying Together in The Spirit”
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Drawing from his vast knowledge of Scripture, he explored the notion of Synodality in the Old Testament 
and New Testament, even at times bold enough to push the boundaries of biblical hermeneutics.
Fr. Leonard Fernando SJ presented on 'Historical Perspectives on Synodality.' As a church historian, he 
gave an in-depth historical look at Synodality, especially in the ecclesial history.
Fr. Vincent Kundukulam who teaches at Pontifical Major Seminary, Alwaye, spoke on 'Towards a 
Theology of Synodality'. Taking recourse to patristic writings and modern philosophies, he explored 
possibilities for a Synodal Theology.  
There were six panel discussions, three 
each on the second and third day. On 
the second day three lay panellists - 
Ms. Grace David, Prof. Jolly Jose and 
Mr. Pascal Osta - discussed on 
'Synodality and Laity' .  Though 
hopeful, their voices resounded the 
anguish of the laity in various aspects 
of ecclesial life.
In the second panel, Fr. TJ Jose, 
representing the Oriental Churches sui 
iu r i s ,  R t  Rev  Pradeep  Kumar 
Samantaroy, representing the Church 
of North India, and Rev Richard Howell, representing the Pentecostal and Independent churches, spoke on 
'Synodality and Churches/Denominations'. They spoke positively about the synodal process and were 
hopeful of a future marked by greater collaboration and communion.
Fr. Rajkumar SJ, Fr. Edwin Rodriguez SJ, and Fr. Stanley Sahayaraj SJ constituted the third panel wherein 
they discussed on 'Synodality and Mission Theology.' Fr. Rajkumar focussed on the theology of 
communion. While Fr Edwin dwelt on the theology of reconciliation, and Fr. Stanley focussed on the 
theology of participation. Their theological reflections suggested that communion, reconciliation, and 
participation were indispensable components toward a meaningful and fruitful Synodal Journey.
On the third day, the panel discussions were on 'Synodality and People's movements', 'Synodality and 
Interfaith Perspectives', and 'Synodality and Listening to Children and Young People'. The first panel 
consisted of Sr. Shalini Mulackal PBVM, Fr. Francis Minj SJ, and Sr. Prabina Rudum IBVM. All the three 
highlighted the need for more participation of Dalits, Adivasis, and women in the Church. While Sr. 
Shalini and Sr. Prabina raised questions regarding the acute underrepresentation of Dalits and women in 
positions of decision making in the church, Fr. Minj indicated that the communitarian values prevalent in 
Adivasi society and culture could enrich Synodality in the Indian Church. 
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Fr. Victor Edwin SJ, Fr Lawrence Eucharist SJ, and religious heads of other faiths and human right 
activists from Delhi were on the second panel, and discussed on 'Synodality and Interfaith Perspectives'. 
They resonated a deep sense of gratitude and hope in the universal appeal of Synodality to recreate a better 
world of sisterhood and brotherhood.  
The final panel discussion was on 'Synodality and Listening to Children and Young People' by Prof. 
Mridula Rashmi Kindo, Advika Kujur, first and second year students of theology, Vidyajyoti, Delhi. 
Prof. Mridula Rashmi Kindo shared her experiences of working with Church leaders in her parish and the 
practice of Christian values in her family. Her daughter Advika Kujur, articulated her experience as a child 
in the parish. She was joyful to see the synod logo where children were depicted at the forefront leading the 
synodal journey. For her, the logo was more than symbolic, that children could play meaningful role in the 
Church. The first-year students spoke on the importance of listening to young people in this synodal 
journey from scriptural, theological and spiritual perspectives. The second-year students, on the other 
hand, brought out the importance of speaking to young people. Gathering insights from scripture they 
proposed three models of dialogue for the hierarchy and the old to engage with young people. 

 At the end, two students of Vidyajyoti, Schs. David Mao SJ and Oscar Daniel Raja SJ gave their 
observations where they synthesised and presented key points and novel ideas that emerged from the 
symposium, with some of their personal reflections and takeaways.     - Sch. Sagili Karunakar SJ
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