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“If there's a book that you want to
read, but it hasn't been written yet,
then you must write it.”

Each classroom is
equipped with overhead
LCD projectors, screens and
other teaching & learning equipments.

Fr. Volkart
Fr. Putz
Fr. Paddy

The biggest & the best
theological libraries having
almost 1,60,000 books on
theology, indology,
philosophy, spirituality
besides over 350 theological
journals in various languages.

Fr. J. Dupuis
Fr. Arockiasamy
Fr. T.K John

Reaching out to the
peripheries - doing theology
through Distance Education
Programme (DEPTh).
VIDIS (Vidyajyoti Islamic
Section) operates within the
wider objectives of the
College, by promoting scholarly
research and writing in the
field of study of Islam.

Fr. Gispert
Fr. Samuel
Fr. Amaladoss

College staff with Patron

Enrol now
for any of our Programmes:
One-year Certificate Course
Diploma in Theology
Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.)
Master of Theology (M.Th)
Doctor of Theology (Ph.D)
Diploma in Theology
through Distance Education

Rowing into the Deep (GC 36)

Contact Us
VIDYAJYOTI
College of Theology
4-A Raj Niwas Marg, Delhi - 110054
Cell: +91 9717657604
E-mail:principalvj@gmail.com, vjregis@gmail.com

Accommodation Facilities

VJ Residence for Jesuits
Pratiksha for Seminarians
VJ Niwas for Sisters

145 years
of Service to the Church

GC 36 - Rowing into the Deep

Never forget the three powerful
One may desire to live a hundred
resources you always have available years provided one is ever involved in
VIDYAJYOTI
COLLEGE
OF Upanishad,
THEOLOGY 2)
to you: love, prayer, and forgiveness. liberating
praxis.
(Isa

Website: www.vidyajyoti.in
Facebook id: vjcollegeoftheology

Administered by

The Society of Jesus,

a worldwide Organization

The Crest
The eye in the Logo is the Symbol of Wisdom
(vidya) which is superimposed on the flame
(jyoti) arising from a characteristic Indian
diya or lamp. The two designs meet in the
form of the cross to suggest the basic
inspiration of all Christian Wisdom. The star
at the centre of the Crest reminds us of Mary
who under the invocation of the Assumption
is the Patroness of the Institute, formerly
known as St. Mary’s College.

The Motto
It was adopted by the Institute in the fifties.
It consists of the two central words of an
Upanishadic line, tam eva bhantam anubhati
sarvam, found in the Katha Upanishad 5:15,
the Svetashvatara Upanishad 6:14 and the
Mundaka Upanishad 2.2.10. It means,
“Everything shines after Him as He shines.”
The suggestion is that God (the flame) is the
only source of the light that shines in human
wisdom (the eye) as it searches for the
meaning of reality and dispels the grip of
darkness that envelops the world.

Logo and Motto

Pre-history
1878-79
1881-88

Philosophy house in Hazaribag.
St. Joseph’s Seminary in Asansol
(Philosophy & Theology).

First Phase

1889 St. Mary’s Seminary, Kurseong
(Philosophy & Theology).

1898 St. Mary’s Seminary, Kurseong (Theology).
Sacred Heart College, Shenbag (Philosophy)
1905 St. Mary’s Indian Academy - Research into
Indian Religions and Cultures.
1915 “St. Mary’s College.”

Second Phase

1930 Fr. J. Putz arrives & soon becomes Prefect of
Studies. A more permanent staff inducted.

1932 Recognized by the Holy See as a Faculty
entitled to confer degrees in Theology
(Licentiate and Doctorate).
1940 Assumes responsibility for ‘THE CLERGY
MONTHLY’ (later to be called ‘VIDYAJYOTI
JOURNAL OF THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION’)
1969 Becomes a common house for all Jesuit
Provinces in India, directly under the
Delegate of Fr. General.

Third Phase

1972 Starts at St. Xavier’s Campus, Delhi, as
Vidyajyoti Institute of Religious Studies.
1974 New Statutes approved Faculty open to all.
1977 Academic Block comes into use.
1979 Residence building comes into use.
1985 Residence for Sisters.

Regional Theologates

1978 - Ahmedabad; 1979 - Madurai
1981 - Patna; 1983 - Ranchi; 2002 - Varanasi

Statutes of VJ
1. The Basic Aims of the Institute are:
(a). The furtherance of theological and religious
studies by means of an ever deeper reflection
on the revealed Word of God and the patrimony
of Christian Wisdom in the context of the
contemporary situation and by scholarly
research in these...
(b). The academic formation of its students...
preparing them for further research and for other
tasks and ministries ... specially for the
priesthood.

2. The Institute will promote the theological and
spiritual formation of seminarians and of the
clergy, the religious and the laity...
3. The Institute will seek to promote ecumenical
studies...
4. The Institute will promote the study of other
religions and of secular ideologies and in a
special manner the study of Indian’s cultural and
religious traditions and their manifold
expressions in India today... a theological
understanding of the significance of these
religions in the history of salvation... the
development of a theology in critical and
creative dialogue with India’s religious
experience, cultural traditions and thought
patterns.

Historical Highlights Statutes of VJ

Contextual theology
Vidyajyoti does not merely ‘teach theology’ and
our students do not merely ‘study theology’ but we
‘do theology’ through real-life experiences.
Contextual theology is our hallmark.

Option for the poor
Vidyjyoti College takes Jesus’ ‘option for the poor’
seriously. It prepares the students to critically
analyse the religio-cultural-socio-eco-politico
systems and structures in India with view to
oppose all forms of evil and oppressions.

Since VJ situated in the heart of Delhi which
is the hub of Indian’s political, intellectual, cultural,
religious and social life. The privileged location
provides varied exposures to students and helps
integrated theoretical knowledge with practical
insights.
VJ organizes periodical seminars and
encourages its students to take active part in
various parts of India to share and learn insights
about the wisdoms of the people. In a healthy
way, students and staff interact, debate, exchange
views, challenge each other and so on.
Periodical PR (Pastoral Reflection) sessions
enhances the students to theologize with the
people of different perspectives.

Theologizing

Outreach
An entry into the life struggles of people
... Greater sensitivity to social realities ...
Urban Poor: Seelampur, Model Town, Majnukatilla, etc.
Street Children: Chandni Chowk (Petti market).
Rickshaw Pullers: Mori Gate.
Prison Ministry: TIHAR inmates (Counselling & Teaching).
Hospital Ministry: Seemapuri, Majnukatilla, Civil Lines.
Moving to the Public Spaces: In association with JNU, DU,
ISI, Constitution Club, etc.

Intellectual Exchange:

* Participating in common seminars, exchanging
professors and intellectual resources etc. with
Delhi University, JDV Pune,...

Inter-religious Collaboration:
* Collaborating with action groups and service
agencies on social issues.
* Organizing prayer meetings and celebrating
major feasts of other faiths.

Revitalization of Parish Communities:
* Organizing meaningful liturgical celebrations.
* Animating lay leaders, keeping in mind the
formation of faith and promotion of justice.
* Imparting Christian values to Children.

Tribal Mission:

* Organizing tribals, residing in and around Delhi.
* Preserving the tribal identities and tribal culture.

Contextual Outreach

