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PRINCIPAL’S DESK
SUBLIME ‘TEACHING IS THAT SIMPLY HAPPENS’

Dear staff, students, well-wishers, benefactors, readers of Vidya-
jyoti-Today,
Jacques Derrida, while explaining the dynamics of deconstruction, 
said: ‘It is not something that the reader makes, but it simply takes 
place’. It is true that authentic things simply happen. One such re-
ality was the response of the staff and students of the Vidyajyoti 
College of Theology to the contextual realities in the wake of the 
riots in Delhi.
From 23 to 26 February 2020 North-East Delhi of the National 
Capital Territory witnessed horrific communal riots. Vidyajyoti 
along with the Arch-Diocese of Delhi, Catholic Religious of India, 
Delhi Minorities Commission aptly responded by reaching out to 
the riot-hit areas: Jeffrabad, Johri Enclave, and Shiv Vihar.  We wit-
nessed the deserted roads, burnt houses, and vehicles. The Rapid 
Action Force personnel guarding the said-areas only underscored 
the fear and angst experienced by God’s people. 
In our sympathetic listening, we heard the excruciatingly painful 
stories of the lives of hundreds of people affected by violence. 
We accompanied the families to the hospitals and cared for the 
suffering. We provided shelter and tuition for the students writ-
ing board exams (follow the link, http://mattersindia.com/2020/03/
delhi-archbishop-visits-riot-affected-families/.Vidyajyoti students 
prepared a video: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdNmme-
kVJMKCbO2lISZNCWw. Here I want to place on record the mag-
nanimous and timely contribution of Fr. Paulraj, Correspondent 
of Infant Jesus and Bala Yesu Schools, Raichur, Karnataka and 
the generous monetary contribution of the students of the school               
(Rs. 25,000). I also appreciate Mr. Saleem (Meerut) and Mr. Nishab 
Khan (Idgah, Mustaffabad) who volunteered to take care of the 
house rent, household articles and provisions of the riot-hit family 
of Mr. Mukheem and Parveen (Rs. 25,000).



Responding to the needs of our people while engaged in theological endeavour truly paves the way for a 
‘Context-Sensitive Theology’ or results in ‘Co-creating a new approach to theology’. When students are 
exposed to a concrete experience (situation of communal riots, for example) they are better disposed to 
understand Jesus’ option (incarnation, ministry, passion, death, and resurrection) for the oppressed people. 
Pope Francis emphasizes precisely that: ‘Rather than being too much concerned with communicating a 
great deal of doctrine, let us first try to awaken and consolidate the great experiences that sustain Christian 
life.’ (Christus Vivit, 213). Vidyajyoti’s humanitarian involvement is a telling example of a faith-response, 
anubhava, to a God who is actively involved in the history of peoples.
To conclude, we are aware that Covid - 19 is playing havoc on human communities across the globe. On 17 
March 2020 at noon the academic community gathered to pray for the victims of Corona Virus and ended 
the academic year with a couple of instructions as to the rest of the Semester. The New Academic Year 
2020- 2021 begins on Monday 6 July 2020.
I warmly thank the staff and students who had various portfolios and served VJ with utmost sincerity 
and commitment: Fieldwork, Class Project, Tatvaviveka, VJ Today, Sound System, Website, Endowment 
Lectures, and National Seminar, Post-Graduate Department, Depth, VJTR, VIDIS, Library and 
especially those staff and students who extended a helping hand to the victims of communal 
riots in Delhi. I thank, Vidyajyoti-Today editorial team, for their creative way of presenting VJ 
news and views. 
May I wish you all Healthy holidays and wherever you are, may you be the announcers 
of the Gospel with Joy. Fr. P.R John SJ

Principal

Events
International Consultation on Human Rights of Persons with Disability

International Consultation on Human Rights of Persons with Disability was held at Indian Social Institute, 
Delhi to discuss and deliberate precisely on the equal rights of persons with disability in educational 
institutions, living and working spaces and full access to 
any responsibility: the government or non-government 
jobs, that the person deserves given the suitable environ-
ment. There were quite some distinguished speakers and 
dignitaries like Justice Deepak Gupta, Rt. Justice Kurian 
Joseph, Justice Ananda Bhattarai (Supreme Court Nepal), 
Prof. Anna Lawson, University of Leeds, UK; Dr. San-
jay Jain, Principal of ILS Law College Pune; Prof. Am-
ita Dhanda, NALSAR University; Dr. Denzil Fernandez 
SJ, Executive Director of Indian Social Institute. This 
program, which lasted for three days gave space for other 
eminent personalities who are physically challenged; to be 
part of the panel discussions, to deliver talks and to share 
their inspiring stories. The Consultation dwelt on United Nations’ Human Rights Declaration that promul-
gates the inherent dignity and worth and the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human fam-
ily without any discrimination of any sort and emphasizes on full and effective participation in society of 
persons with debilities on an equal basis with others. It discussed matters concerning, the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities Act 2016, India. On the last day, the Moot Court was arranged where legal proceedings 
were conducted to discuss and debate the discriminatory judgment of the Supreme Court given on January 
22, 2019, that ‘a person with more than 50% visual or hearing impairment are not eligible to be a judicial 
officer’. Senior advocate S.K. Rungta who is visually impaired proficiently remarked that this statement of 
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the Supreme Court not only discriminates but also devalues the ability that a person with visual impairment 
may have for this responsibility. The participants for this convention were truly inspired by this entire pro-
cess and were filled with a positive attitude which was also the motto of the consultation.  
How does Jesus look at disability? In Jn 9: 1-3, Jesus presents saving actions of God happening in and 
through a disabled person. Disability is not a hindrance to God’s salvation plan but another way 
to qualify those whom people think otherwise. Second Year Theology students of Vidyajyoti 
were actively involved in this consultation as Vidyajyoti was one of the partners in this. We 
firmly believed that God does not mediate only in a particular way but mediates in various 
ways and persons. We experienced God’s grace and human cooperation in disabled people 
we met and interacted with during this consultation. We thank Sr. Teresa Paul HC and 
Frs. Joy SJ and P.R. John SJ for this opportunity. 

Pongalo... Pongal
Generally, the celebration of any festival unites people by adding colours to their unique culture, customs, 
and traditions, and it preserves and passes on from one generation to another.  Keeping this in mind, on Jan 
15 the most popular cultural festival namely Pongal predominately pertaining to the people of Tamil Nadu 

was celebrated in our college. 
Fr. M.I. Raj SJ articulated beautifully the signifi-
cance of it and how it is celebrated in Tamil Nadu. 
The four days of the Pongal festivals are called 
Bhogi Pongal, Surya Pongal, Maattu Pongal, and 
Kaanum Pongal. On the day of Bhogi Pongal peo-
ple discard old things and the houses are cleaned, 
painted and decorated to give a festive look. On the 
Surya Pongal day, the Pongal dish is prepared in a 
traditional earthen pot in an open space facing the 
sun. As it overflows, people surrounding the pot 
shout ‘PONGALO PONGAL’. This symbolizes 
the abundance and prosperity of the land. On the 
Maattu Pongal day, the cattle are worshipped and 

bulls are released into a crowd of people, who constantly attempt and hold on to it, to win an award. On 
the Kaanum Pongal day, people meet their relatives and exchange sweets and joys. Further, he said that 
the whole nature is interconnected and so we thank God for all his abundant blessings. Besides this, psalm 
65 was read to elaborate the giftedness of God to the Earth for humanity’s wellbeing. We concluded the 
celebration with a traditional dance ‘Kolaatam’ which was performed by our Tamil brothers. It is a song 
that expresses the core and important situation of a farmer in India. A large colourful Rangoli at 
the entrance conveyed a variety of aspects in life. As we were all served with delicious Pongal, 
Vadda, and sugar cane, we were also invited to participate in the traditional game of ‘Breaking 
the Pot’. The festive moods thrilled us with joy and exuberance to cherish the moment of the 
day. It also invited us to revitalize our relation, love, and respect for our common home and
 the farmers.

Moments of the Holy Spirit in Vidyajyoti for the Ecumenical Unity
The radical discipleship of Christ today calls for the unity among different Churches by leaving aside our 
differences and prejudices towards one another with acceptance and embracing one another as brothers and 
sisters in Christ.  On 21 January, Vidyajyoti organized a talk on the theme, ‘Challenges and Prospects of 
Ecumenical relations among the Churches in the present context of India’, by Rev. Dr. Richard Howell, the 
principal of CALEB Institute, New Delhi. In his lecture, Dr. Richard touched upon the issues concerning 
the present context of India and the churches. He stressed on the importance of experiencing the working 
of the Holy Spirit in the communities of various churches and overcoming the fear of the other in faith. 
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VJ on the streets with JNU Students
Hundreds of demonstrators, including students and members of civil society organizations, hit the streets 
on Thursday, January 9, 2020, protesting the recent violence at Jawaharlal Nehru University and demand-
ing the resignation of the varsity vice-chancellor. We, the Vidyajyoti students also joined them in the 
protest. Under the guidance of Principal, Fr. PR John, we prepared slogans, banners, and placards for the 
protest. Fr. MI Raj, Sr. Shalini, Sch. Cajetan gave wonderful interviews to the media highlighting the is-
sues that students face today in the name of citizenship. We joined other students and marched from Mandi 
House towards the HRD Ministry. The students shouted 
slogans demanding strict action against those involved 
in the campus violence of January 5th that left around 
35 injured. CPI (M) leaders Sitaram Yechury, D Raja, 
Prakash Karat and Brinda Karat also joined the march. 
LJD leader Sharad Yadav was also among the protest-
ers. While the entire student body and other supporters 
marched they were blocked by police before reach-
ing HRD ministry. However, the students were unde-
terred and the protest went on till evening. The event 
was greatly impactful as many joined and supported the 
JNU students. Expressing our solidarity with the students by participating in this march, we as students of 
contextual theology, gained deep experience and profound insights. We could show compassion 
towards the JNU students. The kingdom values provoked us to be with them in their burdens 
and join them in their fight for peace. The energy and their commitment to a cause touched 
our hearts and gave us a lot of messages to ponder over. The day became a historical event for 
the JNU students and an inspiration for us for a change in our attitude to be with them as our 
master Jesus.

The Trinity as unity in diversity needs to be celebrated. Hence, Christian spirituality unites and leads us 
to the darshan of the Trinitarian God. He placed the challenge before us to understand the working of 
the Holy Spirit and invited us to reflect on, ‘what does God mean by seeing and doing in the context of 

India today?’  We need to be open to the promptings of the 
Spirit to see that God is at work in people irrespective of 
which Church they belong to. He also sheds light on the 
Ramrajya of Gandhi and the Hindu Rashtra of Golwalkar 
of RSS, differentiating both and calling all of us to stand 
firm in faith against the divisive force of the latter. Rev. 
Richard brought to our notice the popular social revolu-
tionary from Maharashtra, the Mahatma Jotiba Phule, the 
first Indian who contextualized the teachings of Jesus in 
his writings in ‘Baliraja’ by considering Jesus as 
Baliraja, the only hope of humanity. Our vi-
sion of the Kingdom of God and the pilgrim-

age towards it is a struggle for truth, justice, and peace but we are constantly accompanied 
by Holy Spirit in this endeavour. In his concluding lines, Dr. Richard said that God calls us 
together on this ecumenical pilgrimage to foster peace and justice in 
today’s disturbing world.

A True Inspiration for Women and Men of God at Shaheenabagh
Shaheenbagh has become an epicenter of many protests that are held around the country since the passage 
of the CAA on 11th December 2019. It is the longest ongoing protest which began with 10 to 15 local 
women. Even in their adversities, these women kept up their vigil. Among them some are frail with age, 
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A Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Vellankanni in Delhi
The grotto of Mother Mary at Vidyajyoti echoed with the sound of the devotional song of Mother Mary and 
Rosary on 7 February 2020, Friday afternoon. The second-year theologians and our Mariology professor, Sr. 
Shalini Mulackal started their pilgrimage to Khan Market Shrine as a fitting completion to their course on 

Mariology. Having looked at the interconnectedness in 
the attributes of Mary as a historical figure, a metaphor, a 
sign, a synthesis, a type of exemplar, an image, a mirror, 
and an icon, the pilgrimage was a fruitful experience for 
us. We as pilgrims walked from Vidyajyoti to Kashmi-
rigate Metro station with full devotion in our hearts and 
‘Hail Mary’ on our lips. When we reached the Church of 
Our Lady of Vailankanni in Delhi, we were welcomed 
by a devotee who has been taking care of the shrine for 
many years. We recited the Rosary at the Shrine. We 

were told the history of the Shrine and the miracle which took place there. People from all walks of life 
such as Christians, Hindus, Sikhs, and Muslims visit the Shrine every day in a big number.  After 
having spent some time in prayer and silence, we left the place immersed in tranquillity. On the 
way back we also paid a very short visit to two more grottoes that are in St. Mary Parish and 
Presentation Convent respectively. It was not just an affective and sentimental pilgrimage but 
biblically founded, Christologically oriented, socially relevant, ecologically concerned
 and personally transformative.

some with cuddling infants in their arms and some ac-
companied by small children holding on to their hands. 
It is a clear expression of the sacrificial love of the fem-
inine face of God. For instance, recently a mother lost 
her four-month-old infant due to exposure to cold at 
the site of protest. In an interview, she said that she is 
even ready to sacrifice her other children for the cause 
of saving our Constitution. We felt happy to stand with 
them who are challenging the bill that is passed in the 
parliament. They are the ones upholding the values of 
the Reign of God. Their protest is aimed at transforming the oppressive structures and laws. This ongoing 
protest at Shaheenbagh asks us, what is our responsibility personally and collectively? They have been 
insulted, tried to be shooed away but still, they are there with great hope. It reminds us of the Syro-
Phoenician woman of the Gospels (Mark 7:24-30; Matt 15:21- 28). We see the fierce determi-
nation of a mother to do all that she can to get healing for her sick daughter, even to the point 
of tolerating the insults. These women indeed are giving a prophetic witness to all, about how 
to put up resistance to unjust and anti-people laws passed by the government. How can we as
followers of Jesus respond to the demands of his Reign in our particular context today?

Biji Thomas
II B.Th.

Seminar at Dharma Jyotividya Peeth Seminary
On 13 and 14 January 2020 Brs. Franklin Rex and Anil Soreng of 3rd year B.Th. represented the college 
in a seminar on “Translating the Message: Relevance, Challenges, and Possibilities,” at Dharma Jyotividya 
Peeth Seminary in, Faridabad, an ecumenical seminary, run by Mar Thoma Oriental Church. It was an 
eye-opening experience to listen to some of the radical perspectives expressed by theologians belonging to 
other churches. The themes which were dealt with were very relevant to the Indian context. 
• The major themes for the seminar are ‘Translating the Mission: Towards a Paradigm Shift in the Theology 
of Mission’,
• ‘Disability Theology: Relevance, Challenges, and Possibilities’,
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National Seminar on Concerns and Perspectives of New Evangelization
Seeking the grace of the Almighty, on 17 & 18 February, we had first Endowment Lecture in honour of Profs. 
S. Arockiasamy SJ and Samuel Rayan SJ and two 
day national seminar organized by Frs. P.R. John, 
Rajkumar and Christopher. Fr. Dr.Michael Amala-
doss SJ presented the first Endowment Lecture. 
He spoke on ‘Seeking God Experience: the Goal 
of Theology’ as the theme of the Endowment Lec-
ture. He challenged us to experience God amid 
poor people while coming out of the four walls of 
our religious houses and celebrating the Eucharist 
in slums. The Poor experience God and they ex-
press through song and dance. Experience of God 
in India has been expressed through dance, music, art and different symbols. Thus, in the Indian context, 
he emphasized faith seeking experience. Thanks to Dr. Valan  C. Antony SJ  who moderated the session. 
After the endowment lecture the seminar continued with the theme, ‘Concerns and Perspectives of New 
Evangelization’. Regional Theologate Centers of Madurai, Ranchi, and Varanasi participated in the seminar 
and shared their experiences of evangelization and concerns of new ways of evangelization in their context. 
The sharing and group discussions challenged all the participants as to how to engage in new ways of evan-
gelization in India today. Two laypersons of the Archdiocese of Delhi were also invited to share 
their opinion on the theme. They focused on the works of evangelization that are happening in 
and around Delhi at the diocese level and at the organizational level. They also challenged the 
clergy to be more welcoming in the church and parishes. The seminar was concluded with a 
fruit-gathering session by Fr. Raj Kumar SJ. He stressed on the need to go back to the roots of 
the values of love, truth, beauty, and goodness as branches for discerning new ways of 
evangelizing.

• ‘Poetics of Mission: Flowering of the Fringes’,
• ‘CAA-NPR-NRC and Indian ecclesia: an Indian 
theological reflection’,
• and ‘Translating the Message: Towards a Recon-
struction of Mission in the Contemporary Context 
of India’.
Most of the resource persons focused on the point 
that translating the message is to become relevant 
in the given context. In other words, theologically 
the idea of incarnation needs to be identified with 
the context. ‘Pastor must smell the soil’ and ‘new 
wine to be kept in the new wineskin’. The promi-
nent resource persons were Rev. Dr. K. 

Vijayan, Dr. Samuel George, and Rev. Dr. Baiju Markose. Along with the students of the semi-
nary and staff, there were two representatives each from Allahabad Bible Seminary, UTI Banga-
lore, Jalandhar, and Vidyajyoti. It was a time of learning. The group discussions gave us a wider 
context to understand how our background shapes our perspectives. It was a memorable time to 
have enjoyed the hospitality of the staff and students at the seminary. All were kind and caring.

Plenary Academic Council Meeting
Plenary Academic Council Meeting was held in Vidyajyoti from February 18-20, 2020. The meeting was 
well attended by the staff and the student representatives of VJ (NTC) and RTC’s (Arul Kadal, Chennai, 
Gyan Bharati, Varanasi and Tarunoday, Ranchi). There were 24 religious and clergy present for the meet-
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Ministry
Tribal Ministry

Tribal ministry is one of the important ministries of Vidyajyoti. The ministry aims at accompanying mi-
grant domestic workers, especially tribal girls and women, working in different parts of Delhi. They are 

Diaconate Ordination
February 22, 2020 was the day of grace for the South Asian Assistancy. 28 Jesuit scholastics hailing from 11 
different provinces of India were ordained deacons. The theme of the diaconate ordination was ‘To Heal a 
Wounded World’. It was very apt in the context in which we live today. Archbishop of Delhi, Most Rev. Anil 
J. T. Couto through laying on of hands and the prayer 
of consecra- tion raised them to the order of deacons in 
the ministry of the Church. The congregation consisting 
of people from various centers and parishes, friends, 
religious and priests from nearby communities gathered 
in great num- bers for the solemn Eucharistic celebration. 
The diaco- nate ordination began with the presentation 
of the candi- dates by the Rector of Vidyajyoti, Fr Mi-
chael Thana- raj SJ and the candidates’ response of their 
readiness and willingness to be ordained as deacons. The 
entire ordina- tion ceremony was very spiritual and mean-
ingful. The melodious singing helped the faithful and the deacons to be in a prayerful atmosphere.
The Archbishop in his homily stressed the role of the deacon in the ministry of the Holy Mother Church. He 
highlighted the theme chosen by the deacons and affirmed as to how it is relevant and necessary in today’s 
context. He invited the new deacons to be men of God and men for others by internalizing a prayerful life 
and living out a spirit of service. The ministry of the wounded healers would draw bigger hope 
and place many challenges in the coming years to bring them closer to our Master Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
Priests, nuns, lay faithful from different parishes and friends witnessed the beautiful ceremo-
ny of the diaconate ordination and joined the Vidyajyoti community for high tea, 
congratulating the deacons by sharing their joys.

ing. The meeting began with the minutes of the 
last meeting by Fr. Antony Raj SJ followed by 
the reports of NTC and the RTC’s. The pres-
entations were well integrated, theological and 
reflective.
We spent ample time revisiting the comprehen-
sive exam theseses. Many suggestions came 
for updating and making it relevant to today’s 
context. The situations in and around us are 
rapidly changing. Thus we need to read the 
signs of the time to be more effective i n 
our context and mission. There 

was a business session in which we discussed the internal administration and its requirements.  
There was an elaborate discussion on the Seminar and Dissertation. There was a mixed feeling 
among us. We revisited the assigning of Grades and Marks. A lot of discussions went in before 
we concluded. It was a fruitful session, though the difference of opinion was 
prevalent. We ended our meeting with a fruitful evaluation.  

Praveen Tribhuvan
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from Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, and Odisha. 
The tribal ministry focuses on imparting human values 
and making them aware of the social, political and human 
rights in order to motivate them to live a dignified life. 
We are engaged in women empowerment through social 
awareness classes and other activities. Today, there are 
around one thousand working girls and women in Del-
hi, whom we not only give value education but also, help 
them be rooted in their cultures. We make them aware of 

the richness of beautiful tribal culture and tradition which is very much alive in the tribal villages. We cap-
italize on some occasions to bring them together and unite them as one tribal community. We also 
celebrate festivals with them and make them feel that they too are God’s precious gifts. There are 
some celebrations like Christmas, Karam, and Easter that brings them together to share their joy. 
We also organize a one-day seminar for them in Vidyajyoti, where many of the domestic work-
ers participate actively and benefit from it. They express that common celebrations bring joy and 
unity among them. By spending time with them, we learn to love and care for them. Manish Minj

I  B.Th.
Jahangirpuri Parish Study Centre

‘Jahangirpuri Parish Study Centre’ caters to more than three hundred boys and girls from nearby slums. 
Boys come for the tuitions in the morning hours and girls in the afternoon. This centre is situated just be-
hind St. Vincent Parish. Students are from class one to 
class eight. We have the privilege of working with ten 
dedicated teachers, who teach and supervise the studies. 
These teachers take extremely good care of these students 
as their own and help them in so many ways to come up 
in life. The students who are studying here come from a 
very poor background. Their parents are mostly working 
as daily labourers and cannot afford to pay tuition fees 
outside. It is a great initiative from the parish priest and 
these teachers, who support these kids by providing better 
education for free. We five brothers from Vidyajyoti have 
been going for our ministry to this study centre to help out in the afternoon. Teaching these girls has been 
a wonderful experience for us and in turn we also have learnt so many things from them. We 
mostly teach them English, Communication skills and give them value education. During our 
engagement with the children for the whole year, we had developed a special bond with these 
students that our language barriers could not stop us from relating to them. It was a great op-
portunity for us to contribute in a little way to these students to be able to learn different things. 
Thanks to our ministry guide for his constant guidance and support.

Life Learning Experiences in Seelampur
Our ministry among Muslim children and women in Seelampur gives us many learning experiences from 
the students. The purpose and objective of our ministry are to bring awareness of education and motivate 

them to excel in all aspects of life. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for all of us to journey with the children from 
the less privileged sections of society. We experience that 
there is an unalloyed Christian joy in seeing these little 
children smile innocently, learn enthusiastically and trust 
completely. On many occasions, we were overwhelmed 
with the thought that what we taught them was much less 
than what they taught us through their lively presence in 

Prashant Shaharao
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God’s Spirit Amidst the Busy Delhi
“Thank God! We have learnt something more” is the dominant and the uppermost feeling in us when we 
think of our association with the NECCOD family. We accompany them during their prayer services and 
Rosaries at different localities of Delhi. At times we are given the opportunity to share our reflection on cer-

tain passages of the Bible. Some other times, 
the members of the prayer groups express that 
our very presence is a blessing to them and 
gives them a sense of moral strength and en-
thusiasm. Hence, each one of us personally 
learns much from the faithful we meet in our 
ministry. Their longing to be together for Ro-
sary or other prayer sessions is an edifying ex-
ample. Their disposition to spiritual progress 
is a tangible sign that the spirit of our Living 

God is at work in the life of these people. The invisible hand of God is constantly guiding us. God’s face of 
mercy, love, compassion, and exuberance is reflected on the faces of the brothers and sisters of goodwill.  
Another enriching experience with them is their openness in sharing about the various difficulties and ob-
stacles they face. Their ardent desire to be with their loved ones back at home, sicknesses and 
struggle for better jobs are some of the challenges that confront them in their everyday life. 
Through common sharing and prayer, individuals are able to withstand most of the obstacles to 
a far extent. Community healing takes place during the course of our common spiritual exer-
cises. It could not be wrong to say that God is walking with the NECCOD community. Sharing, 
caring, praying, listening; all these are the visible traces of God’s presence in their life. 

theological reflectioon
I year Theological Reflection

God speaks in and through the courses offered between the period of January and April that love and justice 
are the virtues that dignify human beings. These two virtues play a vital role in the smooth functioning of 
a society. A society can run into chaos in the absence of love and justice. It is the responsibility of every 
human being to ensure love and justice practiced. If we fail to practice these virtues, we may experience 
communal violence, religious persecution, marginalization, and racial discrimination.
God speaks in the Historical Books and the Gospel of Mark that love and justice are the supreme virtues 
that demand a lot of sacrifices. Therefore Mark beautifully brings out the sacrifices of Jesus done out of love 
for humanity. He portraits Jesus as a healer, a savior, and a suffering servant. Jesus throughout his life and 
mission promoted love, mercy, compassion, forgiveness, equality, and justice through his words and deeds.
Thus Jesus invites each one of us through Fundamental Moral Theology to promote the virtue of love and 

the tuition centre. Every month we organize a special program for the children and women. Through cre-
ative games and innovative ways, children are encouraged and motivated to exhibit their talents. Sr. Asha 
Paul, an advocate delivered a talk and exuded enthusiasm to build a safe and secure society for our women 
in the community. We also go on field visits. We visit their residential area where dwellings are unfit f o r 
human habitation because of dilapidation, overcrowding, lack of ventilation or sanitation facility 
and lack of drinking water facilities in hygienic conditions. And dirty stagnant water, clogged 
drains, narrow lanes, and strong stink always welcome us. We could witness that even in such 
conditions, people and children welcome us with a beautiful smile and radiate the fragrance 
of their love even in the midst of the smell of the gutters. Their life stories and experiences are 
always very touching and moving. 
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justice in our society. Following fundamental morality 
helps to lead a just life. The Catholic Church enables us 
to lead to just life through her enormous contribution to 
moral ethics. These contributions of the Church can be 
felt in the Social Teachings of the Catholic Church. It 
shows how love and justice are distorted in our society 
today.  The CST brings to our mind various issues, prob-
lems, incidents, situations, and events in and around us 
which are not based on love. The poor continue to ex-
perience suppression, oppression, and marginalization 
by rich and powerful people. To address these issues, 
problems, and incidents, it asks us to be faithful to the 
demands of the relationship. Jesus is the best example 
to follow this line. The Early Christianity and Patrology 

have shown us to stand by the teachings of Jesus. They are the witness that love and justice are costly affairs. 
They have proved that love and justice demand sacrifices as they themselves experienced. Hatred and injus-
tice could not overpower love and justice. Thus persecution of the Church paved the way to the foundation 
for the church itself. Tertullian said, “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of Christianity.”  These martyr 
ewer ardent followers of love and justice.
In the light of the Indian context we see that the Dalits, the Tribals and women are the victims of hatred 
and injustice. They face persecution and various atrocities at different levels. The basic question 
they ask is, “Where is God in their suffering?” Can they say that the Indian Constitution is the 
saviour for them where equal rights and protection of justice are enshrined in it?  If they say that 
it is their saviour, how come they are deprived of education, justice, and dignity? Jesus strongly 
denounced these kinds of practices and showed his deepest love to humanity by sacrificing his 
life even on the Cross.

Joji
I  B.Th.

Second year - Theological Reflection
When reflecting on the courses that we dealt with from January to March 2020, I could sense a kind of trans-
formation that had taken place in our behaviour and faith. The courses have helped us see and experience 
God in different ways. Realizing God in and through these courses is one of the pivotal experiences of this 
period. Thus, experiencing God is the running theme of these courses. 
When we were journeying through Christology, it led us to see God in Jesus Christ and motivated us to say 
that Jesus is the eternal Son of God and true man in one person forever. This means that He is true and com-
plete God and true and complete man. Jesus 
was born, lived, died, rose and ascended to the 
Father. He is the head of the church, a medi-
ator, a high priest, and an advocate. Hence, 
he is to be worshipped. God is not exclusive. 
He can be experienced in various ways. Thus, 
mediating figures led us to see how other 
faiths look at Jesus Christ in their life. There 
are many ways of experiencing God in one’s 
life. During this course, the interaction with 
the differently-abled people in the Indian So-
cial Institute helped us to experience God as a 
differently-abled person. It transformed our ways of looking at and thinking about other faiths. 
Eucharist is one of the concrete ways to see God in Jesus. Eucharist is a symbol of God’s nurturing care. 
Jesus offers life to the people in the form of bread and wine. Eucharist enhances and deepens the communion 
of believers not only with Christ but also with one another. The Gospel of Matthew 26: 26-29 affirms and 



confirms that the Eucharist is the real presence of God. As Jesus assures that he is with us until the end, one 
can feel the presence of God in the teachings of Jesus. Through the Gospel, Jesus commissions us to baptize 
the nations in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, setting the tone for Pneumatol-
ogy. God the Holy Spirit empowers Christians to live the teachings of Jesus to experience God personally.
In addition to that, the Letter to the Hebrews qualifies God in Jesus as the perfect sacrifice and perfect High 
Priest. In the entire New Testament, it has affirmed explicitly the priesthood of Jesus. Thus it helps us to 
experience God in Jesus as a merciful and faithful High Priest. Moreover, Mary as the Mother of God helps 
us see how God is merciful and faithful to his people. Thus Mariology places Mary in the place where we 
experience God in and around her because of her place in the mission of Jesus and the Church. Jesus and 
Mary led a consecrated life. They are the inspiration for us to lead a consecrated life as people of God. In the 
same line, the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation enable us to live a consecrated life. 
Rules and regulations also help us to experience God. Thus the Code of Canon Law which is inspired by the 
Word of God enables us to be faithful to the teachings of Jesus and the Church. God is omnipres-
ent. This is what Ecology reminds us to see God in all things. Therefore we need to take care of 
our common home.  The courses of Theology and Sacramentality of Marriage and Sexuality 
and Child Ethics tell us that God is loving and merciful. He has created us with respect and 
dignity. The abuse of his creation means the abuse of respect and dignity of God. God is holy 
and therefore we need to be holy. It should be our experience of God. James Chin

II B.Th.

Arul Anthony
III B.Th.

Third Year - Theological Refection
St. Luke, a companion of St. Paul wrote one amongst the four Gospels. He was originally from Anti-
och. He was a physician. Gospel of St. Luke presents to us the life and the ministry of Jesus to us. He 

points to the readers about 
the works of God in human 
history through various peo-
ple. Throughout the Gospel 
narratives, St. Luke presents 
Jesus, as a prophet fully fo-
cused on the mission and 
is always on the move. He 
indicates that the mission 
of Christ is incredibly im-
portant for all people. Jesus’ 
mission was integral and St. 
Luke has brought that out 
vividly in his gospel.  God 
used St. Luke in many ways 

and particularly used his education as an instrument through which the Holy Spirit inspired him to write 
down the Word of God. All of us called to serve God with a particular mission.  
The integral mission may be understood within the light of the Gospel of St. Luke. The Gospel of St. Luke 
is indeed seen as God’s excellent mission in Redeeming all. He proclaimed God’s mission of affection to 
revive the earth to wholeness through the cross of Christ. It is the mission of liberty, of restoration, of whole-
ness, and of salvation that’s personal, communal, universal, and cosmic. The integral mission of the Church 
is an extension of the mission of Jesus.
The whole gospel talks about the mission of Jesus. The mission of today lies within the power and 
inspiration of the life of Jesus. Jesus sent out the disciples as God directed Him. Jesus went with 
them and taught them what they need to do. It’s a call to each one of us to carry out the mission 
of God to all people. It demands us to identify ourselves with Jesus and ask if our plans, ideas, 
and practices align with God’s approach.  If our mission has to be an integral one, it has to be 
modeled after Jesus’ mission portrayed in the Gospel of St. Lule. 



experiences
Immersion Experience

The very idea of having ‘Immersion experience’ was an apt decision for all four of us namely Wellington, 
Prashant, Rajeev & Jeevan in the light of contextual theology. At first, we had a spiritual conversation with 
one another pouring out what was there in our hearts and mind. Secondly, each one of us had taken this 
into our prayer and had shared our reflections and insights. The feelings of peace and joy affirmed our de-
cision. We had also taken the help of our Spiritual Directors, Principal, and Rector. Finally, we decided to 
stay in Majnu Ka Tilla slum area for a period of three months. The very purpose of this experiment was to 
accompany the people in their daily life struggles since there are large numbers of migrants from different 
states residing there. It was also to contextualize our theological studies to make it more meaningful as we 

see God labouring in His people. 
After the experience, we feel deep con-
solation. The experiment has enriched 
our theological formation and strength-
ened our vocation. It has put us in touch 
with the poor and their daily struggles. 
It has brought us an awareness of the 
social and cultural realities prevailing 
outside. It has also enabled us to follow 
one of the Universal Apostolic Prefer-
ences of the Society of Jesus, which is 
‘Walking with the Excluded’. We had 
ventured into the slum to start a new 
teaching ministry during the week and 
spent our weekend visiting the Christian 

families. This initiative added extra flavour to our immersion experience making us more available and 
humble. Indeed it has led us to study theology from below, and experience and see God from ordinary 
people’s perspective.
However, it was not a bed of roses for us. It did challenge us to put up with bare minimum facilities and 
give up our comfort zones. It made us share our private space. One of the biggest challenges for us was 
time management. Since cooking was consuming most of our time and energy we were finding it a little 
difficult to manage other aspects of life initially. Agreements and disagreements also challenged us to ac-
cept one another. However, in all these challenges we experienced a sense of joy and happiness at the end 
of the day. Reconciliation was our biggest strength that brought the feeling of ‘friends in the Lord’. This 
enabled us to preach Jesus to the people among whom we lived through our actions and speech. People 
did look at us as someone different from them. This encourages us to follow the footprints of Jesus and 
the apostles who lived and walked with the ordinary crowd, the poor and the marginalized sections of the 
society.  
The dream of immersion experience came true with the help of many people. Therefore we would like to 
direct our feelings of gratitude to them starting with VJ Community, Fr. Michael T Raj SJ, the Rector, Staff 
Guide Fr. PR John SJ and all the professors who visited us for Theological reflections and Mass 
on every Friday. We thank our companions, PCFs, and Provincials who encouraged us through 
their prayers. We cannot forget Sisters of Missionaries of Charity who were our immediate 
support. We thank them wholeheartedly. We also thank the people who accommodated us and 
blessed us with deep love and made us brave to face the realities outside. It was certainly a
time of grace for all of us. We thank God for his presence.

Jeevan Isaac
II. B.Th.



Experiencing God in the Afflicted
The Church of God is a single entity that stands and should stand with the people of other faiths in their diffi-
cult and death moments. This is the Mission given to each one of us, especially to the believers of Christ. On 
23rd February 2020 during the communal riots in Delhi many people lost their hope in life. It was planned 
havoc to create fear in the minds of a particular group of people. One could easily make out that it was a 
planned and manipulated violence against a particular group of people, with hate speeches and political in-
terests of a few in the name of religion. Having witnessed the houses, shops, mosques being burnt to ashes 
and having listened to the cries of the people in utter distress and anguish, there was a feeling of deep sor-

row and desperation in me asking God 
in the words of the psalmist, “Why do 
you hide your face and forget our mis-
ery and oppression?” (Psalm 44:24). 
The people’s sufferings were no less 
than the Israelites, Job and many more 
prophets of the Old Testament. How-
ever, there was also a ray of hope. I 
experienced God’s Mercy in action, in 
and through the people who gave shel-
ter and food immediately, to thousands 
of affected people in their own homes. 
I heard the voice of the Spirit calling 
me like Isaiah, “Behold, I have refined 
thee, but not with silver; I have cho-
sen thee in the furnace of affliction” 
(Is 48:10). Fr. P R John SJ, the prin-
cipal, took the lead to join the fami-
lies (Sameer, Naamon Saifi & family 
members) who reached out to the riot 
victims. 

The journey was tough and not easy. However, the Lord showed the way and helped us move ahead with 
hope and belief in God. I witnessed how hard work and group work with single-mindedness and determi-
nation to serve the people, seeking no reward and aspiring nothing in return, can do miracles. We worked 
closely associated with many generous Christian Religious not in the name of the Church but the name of 
the family members of Naamon Saifi and WAQF board members, playing second fiddle and winning their 
hearts and trust, under the leadership of a laity. This was truly a humbling experience. 
The families we helped in their rehabilitation and many family members of the children, whom we brought 
to Vidyajyoti to help them write their examinations and the hard work of all brothers and sisters was indeed a 
God experience for me. This is what we need to do as part of our ministry to stand with the people when they 
are faced with difficulties and deaths. Gratitude to all who helped me find God in the afflicted, 
especially to Fr. P R John SJ, Mr. Anshu Anthony and Sr. Sneha Gill PBVM, who took a lead 
to be with the victims and help them experience God’s care and love. Thus, I end in the words 
of St. Paul, “For I wrote you out of great distress and anguish of heart and with many tears, not 
to grieve you but to let you know the depth of my love for you”.  (2 Cor. 2:4). 

Rajesh Somepalli
III B.Th.

Context-Sensitive Theology

For more details log on to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZPlhetDUgA.



Relief Camp – Working with the Kids
On the 4th of March 2020, we visited the relief camp at Mustaffabad, in order to analyze the situation and see 
how we could help out in the relief work. I was coordinating the work concerning the care and counseling 

of children. It was heart-wrenching to see so many 
of the children homeless. While speaking to some 
of the children, we realised that although they en-
countered a very traumatic event, most of them had 
not really processed what had happened to them. 
The atmosphere at the camp was not conducive for 
study and since some of the students were writing 
their Standard Tenth examinations, we felt that we 
could best help them if we could provide for them 
an environment of quiet which would help them fo-
cus on their studies. We brought eight such children 
to VJ and helped them with food, accommodation, 
and studies. It was a wonderful effort by the entire 

group of around twenty-five sisters, fathers, and brothers who took turns to take care and engage 
the children in various ways. For me interacting with the children has been a truly enriching ex-
perience. It was an opportunity in which I was able to transcend the boundaries of community 
and creed, thereby extending pastoral care and concern to those who belong to a different faith 
community. The response of the children has been one in which they have expressed immense 
indebtedness and gratitude. In return, we have all been enriched by the experience of 
immense love.

Wesley D’Costa
II B.Th.

The Kingdom of Heaven belongs to the Little Children
The violence in India is not new to me. I have heard of violence which devastated the lives of many 
people. But when I heard the news about the riots in Delhi, my eyes were opened to know more about 
it and I began to think of how I could reach out to the people in need. The call from Fr. P.R. John, the 
Principal for volunteers to help the riot victims 
was timely. Without thinking twice, I happi-
ly and daringly volunteered myself to extend 
my helping hands. I reached the spot of a re-
lief camp, where hundreds of people were al-
ready accommodated and were safe and secure. 
I spent quite some time in the camp and was 
left speechless after listening to the painful ex-
periences they had undergone during the riot. 
The children were the most vulnerable. A wise 
decision made by Vidyajyoti was to bring the 
students, who were writing their board exams 
and give them an atmosphere to study. Initially, 
the parents were hesitant to send their children; 
however, after gaining their confidence, students were taken to Vidyajyoti. Believe it or not, my tears rolled 
down on my cheeks, when parents bid adieu to their children with their eyes wet. That moment of love and 
care for their children is still fresh in my mind. Few children were not able to come out of the trauma they 
had experienced and others were happy that they were in safer hands. I was fortunate to engage myself, 
caring for these students. Engaging these students involved providing them food, engaging them in games, 
and supervising them while they study. My involvement in these activities reminded me of our beloved 
Brother Jesus, when he said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs 



Nikhil George SJ
I B.Th.

Alex Diamond
II Year B.Th.

My Experience of Working for the Riot Victims
One of the most disheartening human-induced tragedies in Delhi was the Delhi communal riots from 24 to 
26 February. Many of our Muslim sisters and brothers lost their lives, properties, houses, vehicles, shops, 

jewelry, and money. They were burnt, stolen 
and people were badly injured. In this sit-
uation of pain and agony, Vidyajyoti took a 
humanitarian step under the leadership of Fr. 
P.R. John SJ, the Principal, in collaboration 
with Sameer (the Family who gave shelter to 
many riot-affected Muslim families), Fr. Alex 
Joseph (Provincial of the Capuchins), Mr. An-
shu Anthony and many religious sisters, CRI 
and lay faithful. Many students of VJ College 
volunteered in service for the riot-affected 
people. Besides regular visits and showing 
our solidarity with them in the camp, we also 
had various teams such as a team of counse-

lors, a team of people visiting hospitals, a data collection team and a team for accompanying the 
children. Each one in the team was entrusted with particular services. This was not merely a 
service to the victims but it was an experience of finding God in them and walking with the suf-
fering Jesus in these riot-affected people. My experience during this time was one of solidarity 
and compassion towards them. It was also an experience of trust and hope in the Lord that even 
in the worst situation of humanity the Lord always walks with us and strengthens us, gives 
us the courage to move ahead in life. 

Called to Heal…
The mind was disturbed, eyes were wet and heart was heavy as I visited one of the riot-affected places, 
Shiv Vihar, Delhi. It was on 23rd February 2020, I felt broken from within looking at the situation of 
people and places. As I was passing through the burnt places, a deep silence filled my heart and mind 
with lots of questions.  How can a fellow hu-
man being be so cruel to his/her neighbors? Are 
we lacking humanity in our society, where even 
coexistence has become a threat? Like waves in 
the sea, these thoughts were coming to my mind 
as I walked through the lanes. Once I reached 
the place where women and children were shel-
tered, I felt so sad, helpless and sorry for all 
that had happened. It was like Jesus saying in 
the Gospel that they were like the sheep with-
out Shepherd. The commotion around us was 
like the longingness of people for someone to 
listen to them, for comfort, consolation and cry 

the kingdom of heaven.” (Mt 19:14). While recovering from this dreadful communal violence, we 
faced another major threat of Corona pandemic, which left the entire world stunned by its rapid 
spread. This had led to the abrupt closure of the college and we had to leave the students back 
in the makeshift camps. It is an unique experience that I have ever had and I would cherish the 
beautiful moments with the children in my entire life. Kudos to Vidyajyoti College for its kind 
gesture towards the people in need. I feel proud to be a VJ student.



for justice. Innocent children were trying to find answers to what happened to them and why it happened 
to them. When I saw the expecting mothers, nursing mothers, and newborn babies, I was disturbed. What 
can I do for them, except for the nursing care and offering them the listening ears? Among these haunting 
circumstances, I too witnessed few children moving around and reaching out to their community members 
in serving them with food and cleaning the places; it was a sensible maturity with responsibility, unusual 
of their age. I felt proud of them; yet wondered about the kind of pain they have been going through. In 
the midst of pain and helpless situations, there were signs of hope and healing as people came to 
their rescue; there were people of goodwill who came forward to extend their helping hands in 
their own ways. I felt gratitude to God, for the time and service as a group and as individuals, 
we offered in the process of bringing healing to them both in physical and emotional aspects. 
As I pray for their healing and reconciliation, I too ask God to make each of us a wounded healer 
in this broken world. 

Jenitha
III B. Th.

Book Edited
P. R. John, ed. In His Footsteps, a Festschrift in honour of Father. Jojayya Pudota, S.J (Delhi: ISPCK, 2019).
Articles Published 
1.“Catholic (Jesuit) Education: A Service to the Nation, A Theological View,” VJTR 83 (2019) 359-378.
2.“Two Epochs of Jesuit Contribution to the Literary Life of the Church in Andhra Pradesh/Telengana,” In 
His Footsteps, a Festschrift in honour of Father. Jojayya Pudota, S.J (Delhi: ISPCK, 2019), 34-51.
3.“You will be my Witnesses…”: A Challenge and Invitation, In His Footsteps, a Festschrift in honour of 
Father. Jojayya Pudota, S.J (Delhi: ISPCK, 2019), 252-271.
4.“Higher Education-Forming Global Citizens,” Goethals News Vol. XXII no. 3, July-Sept., 2019.
5.“Daiva Samskarala Avagahanaku Yesukristu Bashyartha Vyakhyanamme Kilakam,” – “Jesus Christ as 
the Hermeneutical Interpretative Key to the understanding of Sacraments,” in Nene Velugu, Vol 42/4 (Oc-
tober-December 2019), 22-33.
6.“Future Tasks of Theologizing in India,” in Raj Irudaya & Roy Lazar, Theologizing Today Voices of In-
dian Theologians (Bengaluru: ITA Publications, 2019), 200-206.

Paper Presentation
1.“The Place of the Holy Spirit in the Spiritual exercises,” Forum for South-Asian Jesuit Theologians 
(FSAJT), 20th - 22nd April, 2018, at Ashirvad, Bengaluru.
2.“Hindu Nationalism’s Challenge to Christian Mission in India,” Paper presented at the International Sym-
posium on “20th Anniversary of Ecclesia in Asia” promoted by The Pontifical Theological Faculty of St. 
Bonaventure-Seraphicum and Pontifical Urbaniana University and Pontifical Missionary Union, Rome, on 
18-19 December, 2019.

Book Review
Consecrated Life, Called to Move Beyond. By Sr. Inigo. Mumbai: Pauline Publications, 
2019, in VJTR 83/11, pp. 875-77.

publications & paper presentaions
VJ Staff Publications/Paper Presentations/Seminars

P. R. John, S.J



Seminars/Lecture organized
1. Fiftieth Anniversary of Journey for Justice and Reconciliation, Jesuits in Social Action (JESA), New 
Delhi in collaboration with Vidyajyoti College of Theology in Navjivan Renewal Centre, Delhi, 26-27 
September 2019.

2. Second Endowment Lecture in honour of Prof. Joseph Putz SJ and Prof. Jacques Dupuis, SJ on 30 Octo-
ber 2019 at Vidyajyoti College of Theology, Delhi; Lecture delivered by Dr. Errol D’Lima SJ on the theme 
“Baptized and Sent: The Church of the Christ on Mission in the World”.
3. First Endowment Lecture in honour of Prof. S. Arockiasamy SJ and Prof. Samuel Rayan SJ, SJ on 
17 February 2020 at Vidyajyoti College of Theology, Delhi; Lecture delivered by Dr. Michael Amaladoss 
on the theme “Seeking God Experience: The Goal of Theology”.

1. Edited 12 issues of Vidyajyoti Journal (VJTR, Vol. 83)
2. EDITORIAL. “Vatican Summit on the Protection of Minors in the Church,” VJTR, Vol. 83, No. 3 (Mar 
2019), 166-169.
3. EDITORIAL. “India Goes to Poll,” VJTR, Vol. 83, No. 4 (April 2019),241, 319.
4. EDITORIAL. “Terror on Easter Sunday. In Solidarity with the Sri Lankan People and the Sri Lankan 
Church,” VJTR, Vol. 83, No. 5 (May 2019), 321-325.
5. EDITORIAL. “We The People,” VJTR, Vol. 83, No. 12 (Dec 2019), 881. 
6. EDITORIAL. “Dividing the Citizens,” VJTR, Vol. 84, No. 1 (Jan 2020), 3-5
7. EDITORIAL. “Celebrating Seventy Years of the Republic,” VJTR, Vol. 84, No. 2 (Feb 2020), 81-82.
ARTICLES
8. “Apostolic Visit of Pope Francis to the Emirates: The Main Takeaways,” VJTR, Vol. 83, No. 3 (Mar 
2019), 221-229 
9. “Gaudete et Exsultate. Signs of Holiness. Boldness and Passion” Voice of Delhi(Apr 2019).
10. “Christus Vivit - 1. What Does the Word of God Tell Us about Young People?” VJTR, Vol. 83, No. 5 
(May 2019), 346-358.
11. “Christus Vivit - 2. A Challenging Invitation to Young People,” VJTR, Vol. 83, No. 6 (June 2019), (Jun 
2019), 420-443.
12. “Christus Vivit - 3. Young Church of Young People. Youth Ministry, Vocation and Discernment,” VJTR, 
Vol. 83, No. 7 (July 2019), 505-528.
13. “Gaudete et Exsultate: The Criterion of Holiness” Voice of Delhi(Jul 2019).
14. “Tributes to an Exemplar of Authentic Human Living in Our Times: Jean Vanier,” VJTR, Vol. 83, No. 
7 (Jul 2019), 557-558.
15. “Christian Journey of Saint John Henry Newman,” VJTR,Vol. 83, No. 9 (Sep 2019), 646-658. 
16. “550thBirth Anniversary of Guru Nanak. Guru Nanak and His Theo-logy,” VJTR, Vol. 83, No. 11 (Nov 
2019), 801-822. 
17. “In Memoriam. Johann Baptist Metz,” VJTR, Vol. 84, No. 1 (Jan 2020), 6-7.

Book Review
18. Lovin, Robin W. & Mauldin, Joshua, eds. Theology as Inter-Disciplinary Inquiry. Learning with and 
from the Natural and Human Sciences, VJTR, Vol. 83, No. 7 (Jul 2019), 559-560.

Seminars/Talks/Papers
1. A half-day seminar on “Christian Path to Joyful Holiness in Gaudete et Exsultate” for a group of 28 reli-

Poulose Mangai, SJ



gious women in New Delhi (July 27, 2019) 
2. A paper on “Social Teaching of the Church in the Mission of the Laypeople” to the Representatives of the 
Northern Deanery of the Archdiocese of Delhi (July 28, 2019). 
3. A Paper on “Taking Theology to Laity” for the members of the Commission for the Doctrine of the North 
Region in New Delhi (August 30, 2019).
4. A half-day seminar on “Consecrated Life and Pursuit of Holiness in the Spirit of Gaudete et Exsultate” 
for a group of 28 religious women in New Delhi (Novemebr 19, 2019).

5. A Talk on “Relevance of the Message of Prophet Mohammed in the Socio-Religious Context of India 
Today,” at the Jalsa Seerat-un-Nabi organized by the India Islamic Cultural Centre, New Delhi to celebrate 
the 1449th Birth Anniversary of Prophet Mohammed (December 2, 2019). 

Articles Published
1.“Role of Family in Education and Education to Strengthen the Family,” in AINACS Annual Magazine, 
published at the occasion of 51st National Convention on “Emerging Challenges to Catholic Education and 
Our Response” held at City Montessori School, Lucknow from 18-21 October, 2018 : 25-32.
2. “Towards an Adequate Theological Methodology,” in Theologizing Today: Voices of Indian Theologians, 
A Tribute To the Ruby Jubilee of the Indian Theological Association, edited by Raj Irudaya, S.J., and Roy 
Lazar, Bengaluru, ATC Publishers/Indian Theological Association, 2019), 218-228.
3. “Women Religious as Vanguard of Women Participation: A Critical Study of the Role of Women Re-
ligious in the Church and Society,” in Towards Just Gender Relations: Rethinking the Role of Women in 
Church and Society, edited by Gunter Pruller-Jagenteufel, Sharon Bong and Rita Perintfalvi  (Vienna, Vi-
enna University Press, 2019, 71-79. 
4. “Leadership, Authority and Power: A Feminist Perspective.” In Authority and Power: In Religious Life 
and Ecclesial Structures, 117-31. Edited by Johnson Puthenpurackal. Bengaluru: Omega Book World, 2019.
5. “Whither India: A Critical Theological Reflection in the light of Election 2019,” in Religion and Society, 
Vol. 64, No. 3 (July 2019): 38-47.
6. ‘Mary of the People, the Earth Mother,’ “Empower Your Sisters!” in New Leader, Vol. 132, No. 17 (Sep-
tember 1-15, 2019): 10-13.
7. “Dalit Women’s Foodscape: A Subaltern Perspective” in Kristine C. Menezes and Christine E. Burke 
(eds) Foodscapes: Beyond the Food Environment-A Feminist Theological Take on Food Issues in Asia, 
Bengaluru: Dharmaram Publications 2019, pp.97-115.
8. “A Challenge to Become the Church of the Poor” in  Kuruvilla Pandikattu, SJ and PT Mathew, SJ (eds)  
COMMITTED TO THE CHURCH AND THE COUNTRY: Exploring the Theological Contributions of 
Prof. Dr Kurien Kunnumpuram, SJ, Pune: JDV, 2019 pp 51-58.
9. “Evangelization and Women: A South Asian Feminist Perspective”, in Felix Wilfred and John Romus 
(Eds), Local Churches in South Asia and Evangelization (Claretian Communications, Chennai, 2020) [Book 
will be released around April-May 2020].

Papers Presented
1.“Inter-ritual, Ecumenical and Inter-faith Living of Catholicism: An Indian Feminist Perspective,” paper 
presented at the annual Convention of College Theology Society (CTS) on the theme, All the Ends of the 
Earth: Challenge and Celebration of Global Catholicism, held at Holy Cross College, South Bend, Indiana, 
USA from May 30 to June 2, 2019
2.“Justice and Reconciliation: From a Feminist Perspective,” participated in a panel discussion at the 50th 

Shalini Mulackal PBVM



Anniversary of Journey for Justice and Reconciliation of Jesuits in Social Action (JESA), ISI, New Delhi, 
on 25-27 September, 2019 at Navjivan Renewal Centre, Delhi.
3.“Woman in Religion: A Contemporary Feminist Perspective.” Paper presented at the All India Seminar 
on, ‘Women in Religion’ at Udasin Karshni Ashram, Ramanreti-Mahaban, Mathura, 6-9, Nov. 2019.
4“Mercy and Compassion for an Ailing World: A Feminist Perspective.” Paper presented at Internation-
al, Interdisciplinary Symposium on Towards Renewing Church and World: Revisiting Vatican Council II 
through the eyes of Pope Francis organized by JDV, Pune and the CCBI Commission for Theology and 
Doctrine from 29th to 30th November, 2019 at JDV, Pune)

Talks given
1.“Persistent Ecclesiastical Patriarchy and its Challenges for Women,” a talk given during the Indian Wom-
en Theologians Forum Conference on “Towards a gender-just Church” at Good Shepherd convent, Ben-
galuru from 28th April to 1st May, 2019.
2.“Breaking out-how the church legitimises a culture of obedience and submissiveness,” a talk given at a 
live telecast by Voice of Faith on 3rd October, 2019 at Rome.

Seminars Attended
1. 42nd Annual Conference of Indian theological Association on “Wither India, Theological Concerns,” at 
NBCLC, Bengaluru from 25-28 April, 2019.
2. The Annual Conference cum Seminar of Indian Women Theologians Forum on “Towards a gender-just 
Church” at Good Shepherd convent, Bengaluru from 28th April to 1st May, 2019.

Articles Published
1.“Youth, the ‘Now’ of God,” Editorial, VJTR 83 (March, 2019): 3-7.
2.“Joy… Jesus … Jojayya,” in In His Footsteps, ed. by P. R. John, a Festschrift in honour of Fr. Jojayya 
Pudota, S.J (Delhi: ISPCK, 2019), 52-60. 

Talks given
1.Orientation talk to Jesuit Scholastics on “Theology and Community: A reflection on Peter Hans Kolven-
bach’s Letter.” Vidyajyoti, Delhi, 5th July 2019.
2.“St. Paul and his Missionary experience: a model for today’s India.” Talk given to the Tangkhul Catholic 
Community, Delhi at Navinta Retreat House, Okhla, Delhi on 9th October, 2019. 
3.“Biblical Perspectives and Methods.” Talks given to nearly 60 lay people at the seminar titled “A Day 
With the Lord,” organised by the Commission for Evangelization of the Archdiocese of Delhi on 27th Oc-
tober, 2019 at Yusuf Sadan, 1, Ashoka Place, Delhi 110001.
4.“Repent and Believe in the Good News.” Talk given to the Poumai Naga Catholicmai me Delhi (PNC-
MD) at Vidyajyoti, Delhi, 110054 on 24th November 2019.
5.“Students, CAA and NRC - Challenging and opportunities.” Talk given to the staff and senior students of 
Sahadoy Senior secondary School, C-1, Block C7, Safdarjung Development Area, Hauz Khas, New Delhi, 
Delhi 110016, on 10th January, 2020. 

Papers Presented
1.“Students and Cyber Space: the Scope and Challenges.” A Paper presented at the Seminar for the Class 
XI and XII students of St. Anthony’s School, C/6,Safdarjung Development Area, Hauz Khas, New Delhi, 
Delhi 110016 on 11th October, 2019.

Valan C. Antony, S.J



2.“Leaders for Tomorrow’s India: Towards a Holistic Perspective.” A Paper presented at the Seminar for 
XII students of St. Michael’s Sr. Sec. School, 3, Pusa Rd, Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi, 110005 on 4th 
November, 2019.
3.“Baptised and sent for the Gospel.” A key note address at the VIth Provincial Chapter of  the Society of 
the Missionaries of St. Francis Xavier (Pilar Fathers - SFX) at Bathinda, Punjab on 20th January 2020.

Seminar/Lecture organized 
4. Second Endowment Lecture in honour of Prof. Jules Volckaert, SJ and Prof. Paddy Meagher, SJ on 20th 
November 2019 at Vidyajyoti College of Theology, Delhi; also Chaired the session in which Dr. Pauline 
Chakkalakal, DSP spoke on “‘Who is My Neighbour?’: An exegetical – hermeneutic reflection on the 
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37): A challenge to become agents of reconciliation in contemporary Indian 
contexts.” 
5. Seminar for the Christian Youth of Delhi (60 young people) with the theme, “Youth in the Transforming 
Mission” at Vidyajyoti College of Theology, Delhi, on 7th December, 2019.

Miscellaneous
1. First Reader of the M.Th. Dissertation of Fr. Benoy John, OCD., titled “Discipleship, A Call to be Agents 
of Transformation: A Johannine approach to Mission Based on John 4:1-42,” defended on 23rd July 2019, 
at Vidyajyoti College of Theology, Delhi.
2. First Reader of the M.Th. Dissertation of Sr. Joeyanna D’Souza FSP titled “The Internet Pornography 
Addict: An Analysis from a Catholic Perspective,” defended on 22nd August 2019, at Vidyajyoti College 
of Theology, Delhi.

Articles Published:
1.    __. “Christian Trinitarian Monotheism: Conversation between Christians and Muslims.” In In His 
Footsteps: Festschrift in honour of Faher Jojayya Pudota SJ, edited by P.R. John SJ. 169-186. Delhi: ISP-
CK, 2019.
 2.    __. “Engaging Spirituality of Fethullah Gulen: A Christian Appreciation.” In Spirituality through In-
terreligious Experience: Festschrift in Honor of Dr. Sebastian Painadath SJ, edited by Xavier Tharamel SJ. 
203-215. Delhi: ISPCK, 2019.
 3.    __. “Engaging with Muslim Friends: A Reflection on Christian-Muslim Relations.” In The Other in 
My Religion, edited by Subhash Anand. 161-178. Mathura: Udasin Karshni Ashram, 2019.
 4.    —. “Co-citizens and Co-human in the Pluralistic World: Lessons from Muhammad Talibi and Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad.” JOURNAL OF HENRY MARTYN INSTITUTE, Vol. 38, No. 2, 2019: 1-15.
 5.    —.”Seeing the other in the light of God.” VIDYAJYOTI JOURNAL OF THEOLOGICAL REFLEC-
TION 83, no. 10 (October 2019): 721-725.
 6.    —.”Compassionate Stranger Serving the Allah’s Poor – Telling the Story of Jesus in Bangladesh.” 
VIDYAJYOT1 JOURNAL OF THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION 83, no. 10 (October 2019): 779-790.
 7.    —.”Becoming a Co-Pilgrim with Sufis: A Jesuit’s Journey of Spiritual Coherence with Sharafud-
din Maneri.” THEOLOGICAL REVIEW, NEAR EAST SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY, BEIRUT, 40, no. 2 
(2019): 105 -126.
 8.    4 Editorials in Salaam besides a couple of short articles in the Jivan during the period between March 
2019 to January 2020.

Victor Edwin SJ



 In the Press
1.    Christian Muslim Dialogue: The Pasmanda Dimension (VJTR).
2.    Christian Muslim Relations in India: Lessons from the Past for a harmonious Future (Australian Jour-
nal of Mission Studies).
3.    Spiritual Conversation with Sufis (IGNIS).
 
Papers Presented
1.     Jesuits among Muslims Conference (Liban: 15-20 July 2019)
2.     Narrating the story of Jesus in Asia Conference (Srilanka 22-26 July 2019)
3.     OFM Special Commission for Dialogue with Islam: Celebrating 800 Years of St. Francis and the Sul-
tan (Istanbul: 9-15 September 2019).
4.     South Asian Consultation on Dialogue – World Council of Churches (Chennai: 8-11 January 2020).

Vidyajyoti Youtube Channel
 Vidyajyoti College of Theology launched its new youtube channel on February 25, 2020. Subscribe and     
 press bell button for getting new updates.  

Scan QR code to view 
and be part of our 
YouTube channel.

Pope for Lent: With God there is always a dialogue of the heart
In his Message for Lent 2020, Pope Francis points to the paschal mystery – the mystery of Jesus’ Passion, 
Death, and Resurrection – as the basis of conversion. The Message bears the title “We implore you on be-
half of Christ: be reconciled to God”, a quote from St Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians.

An invitation to relationship with God
“This kerygma [fundamental proclamation of the Gospel message] sums up the mystery of a love ‘so real, 
so true, so concrete, that it invites us to a relationship of openness and fruitful dialogue’ (Christus vivit, 
117)”, the Pope writes. “Whoever believes this message rejects the lie that our life is ours to do as we will”.
Pope Francis says that during this season of Lent, he wants to invite the faithful to fix their eyes on the 
crucified Lord, and allow ourselves “to be saved over and over again”. 

The importance of prayer
The Holy Father emphasizes the importance of prayer during Lent, as a means of responding to God’s love, 
“which always precedes and sustains us”. We are also called to hear and respond to the Word of Jesus, in 
order to experience “the mercy He freely gives us”.God is always engaged in a “dialogue of salvation with 
us”, despite our weaknesses and failings, the Pope says. 

A commitment to building a better world
“Putting the paschal mystery at the centre of our lives means feeling compassion towards the wounds of the 
crucified Christ present in the many innocent victims of wars, in attacks on life, from that of the unborn to 
that of the elderly, and various forms of violence”. This means being personally committed to and involved 
in “the building of a better world”, the Pope says. In commending charitable giving, the Pope notes the 
meeting he has convened for the end of march “with young economists, entrepreneurs and change-makers, 
with the aim of shaping a more just and inclusive economy”.

Pope Francis concludes his message with a prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary “that our Lenten celebration 
will open our hearts to hear God’s call to be reconciled to Himself, to fix our gaze on the paschal mystery, 
and to be converted to an open and sincere dialogue with Him”.

for more details log onto https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-02/pope-for-lent-with-god-there-is-always-a-dialogue.html
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