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Dear Staff and Students
We are at the end of yet another Academic Year 2018-
2019. Thanks so much for your cooperation – staff, 
students and co-workers. We tried collectively in 

Vidyajyoti (Light of Knowledge), to walk with the yearly theme of “Search 
for Truth and Holiness”. To a great extent, our journey has been both with 
the context and text: interreligious spaces (Jn 4: 23-24) and the many poor 
(Mt 25: 35-36). We thank God, our father and mother for the moments 
he/she accompanied us in to the religious and spaces of poor and invited us 
to taste the beauty of Christ's presence: crucified and risen. In the same 
breath, we grappled with our experiences (context), as we correlated them 
with the theological texts offered to us in the class room situations. The new 
ventures, such as: student debates and inter-cultural week, trip to Varanasi 
and two endowment lectures in honour of Profs. Joseph Putz, and Jacques 
Dupuis Jules Volkaert and Paddy Meagher helped us in our theologising. 
Pope Francis in his April 2, 2019 document on the youth, Christus vivit 
(Christ is Alive) called young people to keep running the race, “attracted by 
the face of Christ, whom we love so much, whom we adore in the Holy 
Eucharist and acknowledge in the flesh of our suffering brothers and 
sisters...”
Finally, all our effort at theologising must culminate in Jesus Christ. The 
Church, through the time of lent and holy week (pascha), invites us to remember and relive the “paschal 
pilgrimage of Jesus Christ”. On 31 March, I was in Sardana pilgrimage centre, Our Lady of Graces, along 
with parishners of Pushpvihar. The pilgrimage reminded me of the “paschal pilgrimage of Jesus Christ” and 
invited me to recall and reflect on the following meditative words from Karl Rahner: 

“Christianity is first and last Christ himself... For Christ is God's will for our salvation made 
historical, made flesh; ...all grace is Christ's with a body, grace dependent on the historical 
event that at one particular space-time point in our human history the Word became man and 
crucified and rose again... Nothing, unless it be eternally dammed, can remain outside the 
blessing, the protection, the transfiguration of this divinization of the world which, 
beginning in Christ, aims at drawing everything that exist into the life of God himself, 
precisely in order that it may thus have eternal validity conferred upon it. This is the reality of 
Christ, with [which] constitutes Christianity, the incarnate life of God in our place and our 
time. A reality to which belongs the word; a reality in which all human reality is called to 
God and blessed” (“Mission of the Parish Priest” in Karl Rahner, Mission and Grace: 
Essays in Pastoral Theology, II (London/New York: Sheed and Ward, 1964), 39-42).

I wish you all, students and staff, a Happy Easter! May the grace and truth of our Risen Lord bless our nation 
as she marches towards the general elections. We shall meet on July 8, 2019 for the new academic year.

“In Jesus Christ all human reality [cosmos] is called 

to God and blessed” – Karl Rahner
Happy Easter
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The third year students of parish 
ministry group organized a half 
day seminar for the catholic 

thyouth on 12  January 2019. The 
youth belonging to various 
parishes of the Archdiocese of 

Delhi attended the seminar with full gusto and 
enthusiasm. There were forty youth from fifteen 
parishes. The programe began with the prayer 
song, lighting of the lamps, welcome speech and 
message of the day followed by an Ice-breaker. 
The first session was conducted by Malcolm 
Baretto SJ and Nilesh IMS on the topic “We Talk 
Together”. After the tea break, Doni Raja SJ, first 
year theologian, conducted the second session on 

“Theology of Body.” The Third session was a 
group discussion, followed by some entertainment 
program. Fr. Stan Alla had an interactive session 
with them. There was also a musical band 
performance by the third year students on praise 
and worship songs. The seminar was concluded 
with a high tea.  

- Pragyan Singh IMS (B.Th. III)

Youth Seminar at VJ

On 21 January 2019, Vidyajyoti College of 
Theology held the first endowment lecture to 
honour two great men from the annals of its 
history. The lecture in honor of Fr. Joseph Putz SJ 
and Fr. Jacques Dupuis SJ was given by Dr. 
Michael Amaladoss SJ. The topic of the lecture 
was “Cosmic Christ: From Teilhard and 
Panikar to Dupuis.”

His Grace Most Rev. Abp. Anil Joseph Couto 
inaugurated the first endowment lecture with his 
g r a c i o u s  w o r d s  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  a n d 

First Endowment Lecture

a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h e i r 
contributions. He also fondly 
remembered his days as a student 
with Fr. Jacques Dupuis SJ. After 
the lecture, Fr. Poulose Mangai SJ 
moderated a panel discussion with 
Fr. M. Irudaya Raj SJ, Fr. TK John SJ and Ma 
Tureeya on the panel. 
Fr. Poulose SJ brought in the Calcutta Province 
link of the two luminaries and their contribution to 
the Church at the Indian and Global levels. Abp. 
Anil Couto of Delhi, Fr. M. Amaladoss and Fr. TK 
John had wonderful reminiscences of the two 
luminaries to share with the audience. It was a 
great privilege and honor to be part of this 
historical and memorable event which laid the 
foundation to remember and acknowledge our 
own elder brothers and their contributions to the 
society and the Indian church in particular. It is 
also a source of inspiration as well as challenge for 
us, the younger generations, to carry forward the 
mission of the church of our times.

- Antony Albert Suresh SJ (B.Th. I)

It is with joy and hope in the 
enduring power of the Risen 
Jesus, the staff and students of 
Vidyajyoti gathered on 25 
January 2019, for a memorial 
prayer service of Fr. Samuel 

Rayan S.J. He was the first principal of Vidyajyoti, 
Delhi and taught in this institution from 1972 to 
2009. He passed away on 2 January 2019 in Christ 
Hall, Calicut.
Words, of course, would never capture completely 
the richness of Fr. Samuel's life and legacy. As a 

In Loving Memory of Fr. Samuel Rayan SJ
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devoted catholic Jesuit priest, he committed 
himself to the formation of many seminarians 
and religious in the Church. Fr. Samuel strived to 
bring Christian Faith in Indian reality as a 
professor of theology. Fr. P R John in his address 
introduced the speaker Mr. Jomin Thomas, a 
journalist in Malayala Manorama, Delhi and 

shared how Fr. Samuel worked towards liberation 
theology in concrete manner while he was at 
Vidyajyoti. Mr. Jomin Thomas shared his 
experiences of Fr. Samuel Rayan and mentioned 
that Fr. Samuel gave importance to the life of 
human person emphasizing the importance of 
human face of God in Jesus Christ. Jomin Thomas 
explained that Fr. Samuel Rayan could see the God 
of life and hope, who is beyond all religions, castes 
and creeds.
 Fr. Samuel Rayan brought Asia (Indian Culture) 
close to the hearts of the people of the Church so 
that they could see and feel her brokenness, tears 
and sighs through his extensive writings on 
various theological themes especially concerning 
social justice. May the life and theological 
reflections of Fr. Samuel Rayan continue to inspire 
and motivate everyone reminding us of the 
promise of God. 

- Rajesh Somepalli SJ (B.Th. II)

The Plenary Academic Council Meeting was held 
from February 18 - 22, 2019 at Vidyajyoti College 
of Theology.  Around thirty members including 
staff and students from National Theologate 
Centre and Three Regional Theologate Centres: 
Arul Kadal (Chennai), Tarunoday (Ranchi) and 

Gyan Bharati Gurukul (Varanasi) were present.  
The main agenda for this year's meeting were: 
report of the centres (RTC's & NTC's), elections 
and up gradation, revision of Vidyajyoti statutes, 
revision of plan of studies, open session on other 
issues, evaluation & future planning. The meeting 
began with the celebration of the Holy Eucharist 

thon 18  February by Rev. Fr. 
Michael Thanaraj SJ, the Rector.  
Fr. P. R. John welcomed the 
gathering and introduced the 
dynamics of the meeting. From 
t h e n  o n  t h e  a g e n d a s  w e r e 

discussed and were moderated by different 
members. Fr. Antony Raj SJ, the Registrar was 
assigned to take down the minutes of the meeting.  
The members also attended the second endowment 
lecture given by Prof. Lucien Legrand MEP. The 

stcouncil meet ended on 21  of February.               
- Arokiya Raj ADL (B.Th. III)

Plenary Academic Council Meeting 2019
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Second Endowment Lecture 

The second Endowment lecture 
in honour of Fr. Jules Volckaert 
SJ and Fr. Paddy Meagher SJ was 
organised at Vidyajyoti College 
of Theology on 21 February 

2019. The Endowment lecture was delivered by 
Rev. Dr. Lucien Legrand, MEP, professor of St. 
Peter's Pontifical Seminary, Bengaluru.
He dealt with the topic on “The Antiochian 
Quarrel in Galatians 2:11-14; Inculturation 
Problems in the Apostolic Church.” In his 
lecture Dr. Lucien Legrand presented an 
important scenario in the early church; the 
context is about Paul confronting Peter for 
withdrawing from Gentile fellowship, in fear of 
the Jews. Through a balanced and moderate 
assessment he handled the complicated aspects 
of exegetical problems, choosing a middle 
ground between the New Perspective and the 
traditional view. Defending the views of Peter 
and Paul, Dr. Legrand concluded that Peter had a 
mission to the Jews, and Paul was the apostle to 
the Gentiles.
The lecture was inaugurated by His Grace Anil 

J.T. Couto, the Archbishop of Delhi Archdiocese. 
In his inaugural address he evoked the pleasant 
memories of both professors. Jules Volckaert SJ 
and Paddy Meagher SJ and highlighted as well as 
appreciated their theological accomplishments.
The presence of Archbishop Emeritus Vincent M. 
Concessao along with many Priests and religious 
of the Delhi Archdiocese became an added tribute 
to Professors Jules Volckaert SJ and Paddy 
Meagher SJ on whose memory the lecture was 
organised. 

- Stella P R CHF (B.Th. I)

Pastoral Reflection Session on Tribal Ministry

On 22 February, 2019 a memorable Pastoral 
Reflection on Tribal Domestic Co-Workers was 
organized by the Tribal Ministry Group in 
Vidyajyoti. Indeed it was to witness to the 
realities of the Migrant Tribal Maidens in Delhi 
in the light of the Gospels. The program was 
commenced with the invocation of the blessings 
of the Almighty God with the prayer song led by 
Sr. Anju OSU and team. A small video clip was 
shown which highlighted the different tribal 
ministry places and the activities done there. 
Some of the members of Tribal Ministry Group 
shared their deep personal experiences. Further 

the event was carried forward with 
a  T h e o l o g i c a l  R e fl e c t i o n , 
c o m m e n t s ,  q u e s t i o n s  a n d 
c l a r i fi c a t i o n s  a n d  fi n a l l y 
concluded with the national 
anthem. The little service of love rendered to this 
particular group of people through different ways 
and activities gives us immense joy and sense of 
satisfaction. They are also the inspiration for us as 
they are spiritually, socially, and culturally well 
nourished. Thus the ministry group focuses on 
holistic development and transformation of their 
spiritual, social, emotional and cultural life.

- Bishwa Minj JSR (B.Th. I)

Dismantling Democracy - Theodrama 

Dismantling Democracy, a 
m u c h - a w a i t e d  d r a m a 
undertaken by the second-year 
theologians as a class project 

th
was staged on 8  March, 2019 at 

Vidyajyoti College.  The students displayed their 
learning's through the classes on theology in a 

drama form. The drama involved a mammoth 
effort bringing to notice various social themes. The 
performances by the students were top notch 
putting their hearts and souls to bring the script 
alive. This was a thought-provoking drama which 
was well appreciated by everyone as they got the 
glimpse at the reality of today. The class worked 
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under the constant guidance of Fr. Poulose, Fr. 
M.I. Raj and Sr. Shalini. 
After the drama presentation there were 
theological and pastoral reflections and 
interactions. The response from the audience on 
the presentation and theological reflection was 
overwhelming. The intention of choosing the 
theme for the script was to bring to notice the 
failure of democracy in the lives of many 
innocent victims. Many times, when we read in 
the news papers or watch in the TV news 
channels, the suffering of the innocent victims, 
we fail to feel the pain they undergo. Thus, this 

form of communication becomes vital. It was a 
great team effort by all. Kudos! to the students of 
second year class. 

- Alok Toppo SJ (B.Th. II)

Farewell to Outgoing Students

The college community gave farewell to our 
third year brothers and sisters along with Fr. 
Michael Alosanaya SJ, our Spiritual Director on 
22 March 2019, Friday. We the first and second 
year students organized a short and sweet 
farewell program for our outgoing brothers and 
sisters. Though there was an atmosphere of joy 
and excitement, yet it was tinged with an air of 
melancholy and sadness. The ceremony had 

begun with a prayer song followed by sharing of 
experiences by Br. Malcolm, Sr. Mamta and Fr. 
Alosanaya. Then it had ended with the sharing of 
gratitude by Br. Simon on our behalf and a 

farewell song. There was also a 
spectacular ten minutes of Tabla 
performance by Br. Saroj. He went 
on to leave the audience awestruck 
wi th  h i s  mos t  ou t s t and ing 
performance.  To cap i t  al l , 
everything from start to finish was smooth and it 
seemed like the event happened by magic. Our 
hearts are indeed filled with deep gratitude towards 

our beloved friends for their profound friendship, 
kindness and all the support during their 
exhilarating stay. Our well wishes are always with 
them. 

- Jeevan Issac SJ (B.Th. I)

A r a l l y  a n d  p r o t e s t  w a s 
organized by NCDC (National 
Council of Dalit Christians) in 
co l l abora t ion  wi th  CBCI 
(Catholic Bishops Conference 
of India) and NCCI (National 

Council of Churches of India) at Jantar Mantar 
on 12 March 2019, demanding SC status to Dalit 
Christians and Muslims. To show our solidarity 
and concern, we the first year students of 
Vidyajyoti along with Fr. P. R. John SJ, the

Protest to Demand SC Status to Dalit Christians and Muslims
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Fieldwork Reflection

Principal, Fr. Tony SJ, the Registrar and Fr. 
Poulose Mangai SJ took part in the rally and the 
protest. Distinguished bishops from various 
Southern Dioceses, religious leaders of different 
churches and religions, social activists, people of 
good will and Dalits from different parts of our 
country participated to express their support and 
solidarity. The protest was also organized in 

order to bring equality between people of different 
castes in building just society where there is no 
discrimination on the basis of castes. People in 
their own languages recited timely slogans, 
demanding their fundamental rights and 
condemning the unjust  society  and the 
government.  

- Thomaiar Charles ADL (B.Th. I)

The experience of the ministry at Majnu Ka Tila 
was profound and enlightening. We were five 
members in the group. Fr. Rajkumar was our 
ministry guide. This ministry time was a time of 
grace where in, we got an opportunity to get in 
touch with many people. There are two parts of 
the slum. One group is well settled with some 
kind of facillities. But the other families stay in 
small huts just besides the main road. After going 
there, we go house to house and collect the 
children and gather them in one of the houses and 
teach them basic languages, poems, action 

songs,  drawing,  heal th and 
hygiene. In the beginning we had 
to face lot of challenges like 
gathering the children, finding the 
place to teach, getting along with 
some people there.
But gradually things changed and we could spend 
quality time with them. Being with the children 
helped us to reflect about our own selves. It was 
two ways learning process by their small actions 
the children also taught us how to be cheerful 
amidst of all suffering and hardships. We were able 
to get along with the people from all the age 
groups. Women, children and also adults loved us 
as their own. We always experienced the presence 
of God among those people. We were able to share 
the love of Christ to them and tried to take the 
Eucharist to each individual we met through our 
actions. The group was always hopeful to reach out 
to most in need and went on discovering new 
possibilities. Thanks to Fr. Rajkumar for his 
guidance and accompaniment.

- Prahsant Shaharao SJ (B.Th. I)

Majnu Ka Tila

From the Prison Ministry Group
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Ready to Embark on the Untrodden Path…

As we are inching out to embark on our mission 
as Deacons and Priests, the course on “Integral 
Mission” and “Gospelof Luke” has swollen our 
commitments to forge ahead with soaring spirit to 
extend our service to the whole of creation with 
an unending commitment.These two courses 
came so much fitting and handy that they enabled 
us to rediscover our vocation and mission in the 
future by offering us lots of inspiration from 
different Church documents and Gospel of Luke. 
The conception of idea of mission in the Church 
which came explicitly after the Vatican- II 
through different Church documents like Ad 
Gentes, Gaudium et Spes, Redemptoris Missio, 
Missio Dei, Lumen Gentium, Evangeli Gaudium, 
Evangel i  Nunt iant i ,  e tc ,  anchored our 
understanding on “mission” and reshaped and 
broadened our horizons. The course on Integral 
Mission challenged our ability to engage in 
dialogue with different religions, cultures and 
traditions and provided more insights on how the 
mission of interreligious dialogue and mission is 
inevitable and integral to the mission of the 
Church in the modern times.The Catholic Church 
being missionary by nature, enthused us to move 
from static nature to dynamic nature of life as a 

flowing water in the river. This 
course personally taught me that 
stagnation leads to stinking and 
unproductivity in all realms of life. 
As we are edging out from our 
theological exploration to the 
world outside, the course on “The Gospel of Luke” 
added more fervour and commitment to our 
priestly call. The gospel of Luke is by nature, 
missionary in spirit. “Sending” is one of the major 
themes, which has prepared our minds and hearts to 
get ready for the mission of God. Reading and 
rereading the Gospel of Luke brought me the 
imagery of the ship in the harbor and an age long 
saying. “The ship in a harbor is safe, but it is not the 
purpose for which the ship is made off.” Yes, 
indeed. The ship has to embark on its mission 
which is full of challenges and trials. The Gospel of 
Luke strengthened and deepened our desire to 
move out in mission with vigour and spirit. The 
mission that waits ahead of us is not bed of roses 
rather bed of thorns, stones and challenges. These 
two courses made us convinced that the Lord who 
called us, will continue to pilgrim with us till the 
ends of the earth. 

- Mag Bay SJ (B.Th. III) 

Theological Reflection

God in Jesus Christ, church and 
sacraments is the central theme 
of the second year studies. Last 
few months we have been 
reflecting on the Church 

and the sacraments. Jesus who is the 
mediator between God and human 
established the church as his 
visible body on earth.  In God's 
salvation plan Mother Mary 
actively cooperated with God. She 
is the model of the Church. Since 
the church is divine human reality, 
it has structures, rules and regulation.  
The course on Canon law made us 
realize that it is more than mere laws. They 
do not put limits on humans but through them the 
salvation work is carried out efficaciously. 
All religions have rituals. Their function is to 
preserve the identity of religious community and 
be in union with the divine. We have the seven 

rituals called sacraments. They are the master 
works of God in the new and everlasting covenant. 
The Risen Christ who is the primordial sacrament 
and other sacraments has origin in it. Christ 

preached the Kingdom of God and 
Sacraments are signs of the same.  

They are meaningful in an unjust and 
broken society. When I see around 
what is happening in India and in 
the world, I feel challenged to live 
out Eucharist (table fellowship) 
which is sacrament of unity, 

equality and equity. In marriage the 
couples are called to give mutual 

respect and be faithful to each other.  It 
was wonderful to know the mystery of 

marriage and its sacredness.
The healthy tension in me remains in bearing 
witness to the Risen Christ who is fully human and 
divine.

- Pravin Tribhuvan SJ (B.Th. II)

Divine Manifestation in the Church and Sacraments
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Interview

1. How do the students of theology in various theology centres respond 
to your courses on Dalit Theology? Do you see a genuine commitment 
among the students to build a church without caste-prejudice?

Mostly I do find lot of enthusiasm among the students learning Dalit 
Theology. The Dalit reality is new to most of the students though some of 
them are from the Dalit background. I could find that almost all are active in 
the class. In some seminaries, there is slackening of enthusiasm that is 
because of lack of motivation in the students. It depends upon the religious 
congregation or diocese to which they belong. 

2. Where do you place Dalit theology in the theological world? Are there any movements in the history of 
theology that sets an example for your efforts?
Though there is a separate subject Dalit Theology all the subjects in Theology should touch upon the Dalit 
reality and theologising from the marginalised people. Any subject in theology should definitely interpret the 
experiences of the marginalised people like Dalits, Tribals, women etc. There should be serious discussion 
among the seminarians and Theologians to develop and improve the whole subject as the issues of Dalits are 
always different and changing every day.
There has been lot of effort from the Protestant seminaries on Dalit Theology like Serampur, Gurukul, 
Arasaradi Madurai. Catholic Church was not as active as the protestant Churches.

3. Who, according to you, is an authentic Christian, follower of Christ?
An authentic Christian is the one who sincerely adheres to the values of the Kingdom and has the mind of 
Christ. The stand of a Christian should be always as that of the stand of Christ.

- Doni Raja F. SJ (B.Th. I)

1. As you hail from Kandhamal, Orissa and having done an extensive 
dissertation work on Kandhamal martyrs in the name of “Flames of 
Faith” how do you see the experience of Christian Faith lived today in 
India (Asia)?
Yes, our faith that we have received is noble, authentic and true. We are 
grateful to the missionaries, who came from far off West, sacrificing their 
lives, empowering the down trodden, poor, dalits and the tribals. The 
Christian faith reached Kandhamal in the year 1883. Since then Christianity 
grew in huge numbers, especially the Dalits and Tribals embracing it. One of 
the primary reasons was that they were suppressed and oppressed by the 
local petty kings and they were exploited of their livelihood. Christian faith 
gave them a ray of hope and a new way of life. They said 'NO' to superstitions 
and many social evils like human sacrifices which were prevalent at that time. This new faith gave them a 
sense of God, closeness to God and they understood God is One. I believe that Christian faith truly has 
brought transformation in every aspect of the people of Kandhamal.
Today, Christianity is really giving life and meaning to people of many parts of our country, India and in 
other countries of Asia too because people are finding Church giving them vision, orientation, hope that are 
new and helps people to empower, to have self-respect, dignity, collegiality, fellowship, sharing and caring. 
The table fellowship of Jesus has plunged into the every aspect of Asians and Indians. 
2. As you are a visiting professor in many of the theologates in India, besides VJ, how do you see the 
doing/studying of theology is different here? 
I feel very happy and honoured that I was a student of VJ. I completed my M.Th., in 2004. I appreciate the 
hard work of the professors of the past and present who bring about the contextualized theology. Those who 
have passed through this institution are really shinning as the ministers of Christ and they are contributing in 
different areas of pastoral, ecclesial and cultural lives of the people. We had many professors who have 

------------------------------------------------------------------

Dr. Udayanath Bisoi 
Archdiocese Cuttack, 

Bhuvaneshvar
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contributed to Indian/Asian theology like Michael Amalodoss, George Sores Prabhu, Samuel Rayan, etc. 
The environment here in the campus is so friendly, homely, and there are ample opportunities for every 
student to gain knowledge in intellectual, spiritual, pastoral aspects and various ministries here help the 
students to comprehensively grasp theology.

3. Do you have any suggestions for the students at VJ as we are living in the midst of growing fanaticism?
Fanaticism creates confusion among people. It blinds real faith. Communal violence is growing and often it 
is mingled with religion and politics. 
I would like to tell our theology students studying here in VJ, let us have the full conviction that Jesus is alive 
and active today. We should work towards transformation and new way of being and living in the Church 
being open to the Spirit, discerning the Will of God. I wish all the best and pray that all will have the taste of 
studies as well as practical exposure programs that will help to have a mature theological understanding and 
in life to do the best for the Lord.

- Jenitha C. PBVM (B.Th. II)
------------------------------------------------------------------

Devadoss SJ (B.Th. I) Devadoss SJ (B.Th. I)

Do We Know?
SUKUMAR SEN (1898-1961)

First Chief Election Commissioner of India

He was an Indian civil servant who was the first Chief Election Commissioner of India, 
serving from 21 March 1950 to 19 December 1958. Under his leadership, the Election 
Commission successfully administered and oversaw independent India’s first two 
general elections. He also served as first Chief Election Commissioner in Sudan. 
Historian Ramachandra Guha wrote of Sukumar Sen in The Hindu in 2002, on the 50th 
anniversary of independent India's first general election: 

Nehru’s haste [in wanting India’s first general election] was understandable, but it was viewed with some alarm by 
the man who had to make the election possible, a man who is an unsung hero of Indian democracy. It is a pity we 
know so little about Sukumar Sen. He left no memoirs and, it appears, no papers either. ... It was perhaps the 
mathematician in Sen, which made him ask the prime minister to wait. No officer of State, certainly no Indian 
official, has ever had such a stupendous task placed in front of him. Consider, first of all, the size of the electorate: 
176 million Indians aged 21 or more, of whom about 85 per cent could not read or write. Each voter had to be 
identified, named and registered. This registration of voters was merely the first step. For how did one design party 
symbols, ballot papers and ballot boxes for a mostly unlettered electorate? Then, polling stations had to be built 
and properly spaced out, and honest and efficient polling officers recruited. Voting has to be as transparent as 
possible, to allow for the fair play of the multiplicity of parties that would contest. Moreover, with the general 
election would take place elections to the State Assemblies. Working with Sukumar Sen in this regard were the 
election commissioners of the different provinces, also I.C.S. men.

The ability of India’s first political leaders to refrain from interfering with the machinery, as well as their decision to retain 
the Indian Civil Service (IAS) gave Sen and his colleagues the freedom to adapt the machinery used by the British in the 
first Indian elections for the purposes of a general election. 

(Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sukumar_Sen_(civil_servant) accessed on 10.04.2019).

Justin CST (B.Th. II)
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Poulose Mangai, SJ 
Edited 12 issues of Vidyajyoti Journal (Mar 2018-Feb 2019)

Articles (Including 7 Editorials) 
1. “To be a Responsive Church in India Today,” EDITORIAL, VJTR, 82/3 (March 

2018), 161-164.
2. “New Liturgical Memorial of Mary as Mother of the Church,” EDITORIAL, VJTR, 82/5 (Apr 

2018), 321-324.
3. “Christian Call to Holiness in Today's World: Reflections on Gaudete et Exsultate, VJTR, 82/5 

(May 2018), 340-348.
4. “From Nirbhaya to Asifa. Rapes and More Rapes,” EDITORIAL, VJTR, 82/6 (Jun 2018), 401-

404. 
5. “Through Love Be Servants of One Another! Significance of Service in Christian Thought and 

Life,” JTR, 82/8, 625-634,
6. “Rebuilding Kerala after the Floods,” EDITORIAL, VJTR, 82/9 (Sep 2018), 641-643.
7. “Pennsylvania Report and After … ,” EDITORIAL, VJTR, 82/9 (Sep  2018), 643-646.
8. “The Kingdom Thrust of the Parble of the Good Samaritan,” VJTR, 82/9 (Sep  2018), 679-690.

th9. “Satyagraha and Sarvodaya. Some Thoughts for the 150  Anniversary of Gandhi's Birth,” 
EDITORIAL, VJTR, 82/10 (Oct 2018), 721-723.

10. “Christian Perspectives on Being Human. An Alternative Vision,” VJTR, 82/12 (Dec 2018), 
919-924.

11.  “Mysticism of Love. A New Year Thought,” EDITORIAL, VJTR, 83/1 (Jan 2019), 1-2.
12.  A Tribute to a Great Teacher-Theologian. Samuel Rayan, SJ (1920-2019), 81-85.

Papers Presentations
1. “Christian Liturgy: Celebrating and Experiencing Divine Mystery,” at the Delhi Diocesan 

Pastoral Council, New Delhi (15 April 2018).
2. “Spirituality Today: Methodological Perspectives from the Indian Context,” at the Vidyajyoti-

Wedabhakti Inter-Faculty Seminar, Jog Jakarta, Indonesia, Oct 8--12, 2018. 
3. “New Evangelization in the Spirit of Pope Francis,” CRI, New Delhi, Jan 5, 2018.

Valan C. Antony, SJ

Paper Presentations
1. A presentation of Pope Francis' New Apostolic Constitution “Veritatis Gaudium” 

thon Ecclesiastical Universities and Faculties to the Plenary Academic Council, 12  
th– 16  February, at Vidyajyoti, 2018.

2. “Sammakka and Sarakka: Garbha (womb), Gadde (altar) of Girijans (Forest 
dwellers): A Story of Salvation for All through the Salvation of the Least. A paper presented 
along with P. R. John at the Seminar on “Subaltern Concerns and Perspectives,” organised by 

th ndForum for South-Asian Jesuit Theologians (FSAJT), 20  - 22   April, 2018, at Ashirvad, 
Bengaluru.

3. “Judith-Durga … an Inter-Faith Comparative Reading.” Presented at the Joint-International 
Workshop on “Contextual Theology in Asia: Learning on Methodology,” organized by The 
Wedabhakti Pontifical Faculty of Theology (Sanata Dharma University School of Theology), 

th thIndonesia and Vidyajyoti College of Theology, India at Yogyakarta from October 08  -10  2018.  

Staff Publications

VIDYAJYOTI STAFF PUBLICATIONS AND PAPERS PRESENTIONS
March 2018 to February 2019
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4. “Without a vision the people will perish (Prov. 29:18): Towards a Vision for India,” at WWA 
(Women of Wisdom and Action, an initiative of Jesuit School of Theology of Santa Clara 
University – Berkeley Campus, California, USA) Theological Colloquium, from January 14-
18, 2019, at Baan Phu Waan Pastoral Training Center, Bangkok, Thailand.

Rajakumar Joseph, SJ

Articles 
1. “Reinventing Religious Life: The Challenge of Pope Francis,” in Pope Francis 
His Impact on and Relevance for the Church and Society, Edit., Kuruvilla 
Pandikattu, (New Delhi: Jnana Deepa Vidyapeeth and Christian World Imprints, 
2018), 137- 152. 
2. “The Seeds of Religious Pluralism in the Writings of Thomas Aquinas and Michael 
Amaladoss,” in Eine Autorität für die Dogmatik?, Edit. Benjamin Dahlke/Bernhard Knorn, 
(Freiburg: Herder, 2018), 226 – 240
3. “Ministerial Priesthood and Integral Formatoin: Revisiting Ratio Fundamentalis Institutionis 
Sacerdotalis”, Vidyajyoti Journal of Theological Reflection Vol.83, no.1 (January 2019): 24-47.

Shalini Mulackal, PBVM

Articles 
1. “Breaking the Culture of Silence: An Imperative for Liberation,” in New Leader, 

Vol. 131, No. 5, (March 1-15, 2018): 10-13.
2. “Creation of a Just and Compassionate Society: A Feminine Project,” in 

feminine genius: PERSPECTIVES AND PROJECTS, edited by Jose 
Nandikkara (Bengaluru: Dharmaram Publications, 2016), 289-308.

3. “Forty Years of Indian theological Association: Mile Stones and Sign Posts,” Presidential 
Address, in Doing Theology in India, eds. Jacob Parappally MSFS and Vincent Kundukulam 
(Bengaluru: ATC and Indian Theological Association, 2018), 1-6.

4. “Theological Method of ITA,” in Doing Theology in India, eds. Jacob Parappally MSFS and 
Vincent Kundukulam (Bengaluru: ATC and Indian Theological Association, 2018), 30-48.

5. “The Plight of Dalit Women,” in Religion and Society, Vol. 63,No. 4, (October 2018): 86-99.
6. “Consecrated Life and the Cost of Discipleship,” In Indian Currents, Vol. XXX, Issue no. 33 

(13-19 August 2018): 18-20.
7. “Happy Birthday Jesus,” in New Leader, Vol. 131, No. 24, (December 16-31, 2018): 45.

Papers Presentations
1. “Women in Christianity,”  paper presented at national consultation on “Women in India 

Today: Issues and Challenges,” organized by CISRS and Henry Martin Institute, Hyderabad 
th that India Islamic Cultural Centre, New Delhi on 8  -9  March, 2018

2. “The Church and the empowerment of Dalit Women, “paper presented at a seminar organized 
by Center for Dalit Studies, New Delhi and Indigenous Studies Centre of Sukus Mission 

th stCollege, Dimapur on 20  – 21  April, 2018. 
3. “Women's Emergence in the Church in the light of Biblical Women Taking Wings,” Paper 

presented at the National Convention of Indian Christian Women's Movement [ICWM] held 
th thin JDV, Pune on 12 -13  August 2018.

4. “Gender sensitivity in Theologizing,” inaugural lecture at Studium Theologicum Salesianum, 
thJerusalem on the 29  of September 2018

5. “Methodological Challenges for a Liberative Ecclesiology in Asia,” paper presented at the 
international Conference held at Wedabhakti Faculty of Theology, Sanata Dharma 

th thUniversity, Yogyakarta, Indonesia, from 8  to 10  October, 2018.
6. “Violence against women and a Jesuan response,” paper presented at the panel discussion 

held at ISPCK, Delhi on the occasion of celebrating the International Day for the Elimination 
rdof Violence against women on 3  December, 2018
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7. “Evangelization and Women,” paper presented at the Symposium on Evangelization in South 
Asia since Maximum Illud on the theme, “Baptized and Sent: The Church of Christ on 
Mission in the World,” promoted by The Congregation for the Evangelisation of the Peoples 
& Pontifical Mission Societies and organized by Morning Star College, Barrackpore, 
Kolkata, in collaboration with St. Xavier's University, Kolkata (SXUK), India, on 14-16 
February, 2019

P. R. John, SJ

Book 
P. R. John, S.J., John B. Mundu, S.J., and Joseph Lobo, S.J Fundamentalism in 
Religions (New Delhi: ISPCK/FSAJT, 2018).

Paper Presentations
1. “Sammakka and Sarakka: Garbha (womb), Gadde (altar) of Girijans (Forest dwellers): A 

Story of Salvation for All through the Salvation of the Least. A paper presented along with 
Valan C. Antony at the Seminar on “Subaltern Concerns and Perspectives,” organised by 

th nd
Forum for South-Asian Jesuit Theologians (FSAJT), 20  - 22   April, 2018, at Ashirvad, 
Bengaluru. 

2. “Civic and Political Leadership” A paper presented at the JHEASA annual conference at 
Dhyana Ashram, Chennai on Oct 19-20, 2018.

3. Incarnate Crucified, Risen Lord Jesus Christ reveals a permanent presence (Love) of the 
Other. A Paper presented at Samvada Seminar, Udasin Karshni Ashram, Ramanreti (Gokul), 
Mathura, 16 to 18 November 2018.

4. “You will be my Witnesses...”: A Challenge and Invitation. A Paper prepared to mark the 
stCentenary Year of St. Joseph's Regional Seminary, Allahabad, 01  December 2018. 

5. “Catholic (Jesuit) Education, a Service to the Nation: A Theological View”. Paper presented at 
the National Seminar, on 'Contributions of Minorities in Nation Building' Andhra Loyola 
College, Vijayawada in January 3-4, 2019), jointly organized by Andhra Loyola College-
Indian Social Institute, Delhi and Bengaluru.

6. “Evangelization and Interfaith Dialogue”. Paper presented at the Symposium on 
Evangelization in South Asia since Maximum Illud on the theme, “Baptized and Sent: The 
Church of Christ on Mission in the World,” promoted by The Congregation for the 
Evangelisation of the Peoples & Pontifical Mission Societies and organized by Morning Star 
College, Barrackpore, Kolkata, in collaboration with St. Xavier's University, Kolkata 
(SXUK), India, on 14-16 February, 2019.

Stanislaus Alla, SJ

Aricles 
1.  “Tell God Everything.” Editorial in Vidyajyoti Journal of Theological 

Reflection, 82/1 (January 2018), p. 241ff.   
2. “New Saints, Reform and Renewal.” Editorial in Vidyajyoti Journal of 

Theological Reflection, 82/1 (January 2018), p. 801 ff.   
3.  “Life in India: Spaces Destroyed and Processes disrupted!” A Forum Essay published on 

stthe website of Catholic Theological Ethics in the World Church on 1  May 2018 and 
accessible at http://www.catholicethics.com/forum-submissions/life-in-india-spaces-
destroyed-and-processes-disrupted

Paper Presentations
1. “Moral Theological Perspectives on Child Protection.” A presentation at Ethics of Child 

thProtection: Seminar on 20  March 2018 held at Jnana Deepa Vidyapeeth, Pune, 2018.   
2. “Province Policy for the Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults.” A presentation 

ndgiven to the Members of the Extended Consult of the Andhra Jesuit Province, on 22  July 



2018 at Sathyodayam, Secunderabad.
th

3. “Interreligious Dialogue: An Indian Way.” A plenary paper presented on 27  July 2018 at A 
Critical Time For Bridge-Building: Catholic Theological Ethics Today, the Third 
International Conference at Sarajevo, organized by Catholic Theological Ethics in World 
Church.         

th
4. “Constitutional Morality: Engaging its Emergence in India.” A paper presented at 9  

October 2018 at Sanatha Dharma Theologate, Yogyakarta, Indonesia.
th

5. “Sabarimala Case: Ethical and Constitutional Perspectives.” Presentation on 11  
thDecember at the ISI-VJ Interactive Session on 11  December 2019.

Victor Edwin, SJ
Book
Edwin, Victor, and Anand Amaladass, edits Lord The Air Smells Good: Felicitation 
Volume in Honor of Fr. Paul Jackson SJ. Bangalore: ATC, 2018.

Articles
1. Edwin, Victor, "Muslim co-existence in Pluralistic India: Revisiting Maulana Abul Kalam 

Azad in the context of emerging fundamentalist trends within India Islam." In 
Fundamentalism in Religions, edited by P.R. John, John B. Mundu, and Joseph Lobo 112-125. 
Delhi: ISPCK, 2018.

2. Edwin, Victor, "Totally Present to the Other: The Dialogical Legacy of Paul Jackson." In Lord 
The Air Smells Good: Felicitation Volume in Honor of Fr. Paul Jackson SJ, edited by Anand 
Amaladass and Vivtoe Edwin. 1-14. Bangalore: ATC, 2018.

3. Edwin, Victor, "Christian, Muslim youths and the Pluralistic Future of India." In Youth 
Catholic Church and Religions in Asia, edited by Fabrizio Meroni, 63-78. Delhi: Rome, 2018.

4. Edwin, Victor, "Theological Conversation – Qur'an is a Dialogical and Dialectic 
Conversation Between the Divine and Humanity – Dr. Adis Duderija in conversation with 
Victor Edwin SJ." Vidyajyot1 Journal of Theological Reflection 82, no. 9 (September 2018): 
691-96.
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------------------------------------------------------------------

“Some time ago a man came to our house and he said, ‘Mother, 
there is a family, a Hindu family, that has eight children. They have 
not eaten for a long time. Do something for them.’ So I took some 
rice and I went. When I arrived at their house I could see the hunger 
in the children’s eyes.  Their eyes were shining with hunger. I gave 
the rice to the mother, and she took the rice. She divided it into two, 
and then she went out. When she came back, I asked her, ‘Where 
did you go?’ She said, ‘They are hungry also.’ Next door neighbor, 
they were also hungry. What struck me most, not that she gave the 
rice but she knew they were hungry. And because she knew, she 
shared. And this is what we have to come to know…. Love, to be 
true, has to hurt and this woman who was hungry – she knew that 
her neighbor was also hungry, and that family happened to be a 
Muslim family. So it was touching, so real.”  (Mother Theresa, 
Where there is Love, there is God, p. 337)
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Diaconate - 2019



Dismantling Democracy

A Socio-cultural Theodrama
Staged by the Second Year B.Th. Students
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VJ College in Last Winter

Thanks to our gardener Mr. Kumar Suresh


