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MESSAGE FROM RECTOR

  The concern of the refugees has become 
a typical phenomenon of our time. The problem 
of refugee is a byproduct not only of the wars 
of modern dictatorial regimes, but also of the 
not-so-friendly neighbours characteristic of our 
present century. Every refugee is said to be an 

involuntary migrant, may be a victim of politics, or ethnic 
assertion, or international war, or natural catastrophe. Every 
migrant may not be a refugee, for a migrant is one who leaves 
his residence, more usually for economic reasons seeking 
better or more sustainable livelihood. However, refugees and 
migrants have in common three things: they are uprooted, 
they are homeless, and they lack security. 

 Cross-border migration includes both refugees who 
are forced to leave their country and economic migrants 
who voluntarily leave in search of better life opportunities. 
The total number of migrants is alarmingly rising in recent 
years. Regardless of the reason or purpose, the decision to 
uproot oneself and leave one’s home is not only nightmarish 
but also very risky.

 In the last one year Pope Francis has many times 
shared his concern on the plight of refugees and migrants 
both in formal addresses as well as in informal interviews. 
Speaking to the German pilgrims in Rome he said: “The world 
needs Christians to witness God’s mercy through service to 
the poorest, the sick, and those who have abandoned their 
homelands in search of a better future for themselves and 
their families.” 
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 The refugee concern often draws the attention of a 
lot of people - politicians, aid workers, medical personnel, 
academics, and the press people. They view this concern from 
different angles, and with varying ideas of the rights, roles, 
and responsibilities. Theologians and or  religious leaders 
cannot keep themselves aloof and away from this concern, 
because no theology or religion will be complete unless it 
gets involved with the raw pain and untold suffering of the 
migrating people. 

 ‘Tattvaviveka 2017’ is an attempt by the students of 
Vidyajyoti College of Theology, where they try to spell out 
their views on the issue of refugees and migrants and how 
mercy can bring solace to the suffering people on the move, 
comfort the afflicted, and even afflict the comforted. May 
the pages of this Annual increase compassion in the readers 
and inspire them to do something for the refugees and the 
migrants.

  

            Michael T. Raj, S.J.

           Rector 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

  

 We have been witnessing in the recent 
past an increase in the horrific human sufferings 
of the refugees and migrants. The image of 
the lifeless body of the three-year-old Syrian 
kid Aylan Kurdi on a Turkish beach haunts us 
even today. We are pained to see more and 

more people forced to flee war-torn areas and to escape from 
genocide. United Nations Commissioner for Refugees reported 
that as of December 2015 there were 65.3 million displaced 
people in the world, an increase of some 15 million in the last 
two years (the figure for 2013 was 51.3 million). In this great 
human suffering scenario the most disheartening fact is that 
half of the refugees are children who often fall into the hands 

of the unscrupulous and criminal traffickers. 

 In our ministries to the marginalized people in Delhi 

the staff and students of Vidyajyoti College of Theology meet 

sometimes refugees but often the migrants – some voluntary 

but mostly distressed ones. The voluntary migrants come to 

Delhi from their place of origin in search of good education, 

better job opportunities and decent wage. On the other hand 
the distressed migrants move to different places in India 
to escape from natural disasters like drought and human 
atrocities induced by communal riots. Moreover, because 
of globalization and the ‘development’ rhetoric, people, 
more often than not, are forcibly displaced. The loss of their 

lands and homes are not adequately compensated and their 
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protests to stay in their original place of habitation are brutally 
destroyed. Many innocent lives are sacrificed on the altar of 
greedy companies and individuals.  

 I am glad to see that reading the signs of the times 
with the optic of God our students, who have the experience 
of working with the refugees and migrants have chosen 
“Mercy Meets the Migrants and Refugees” as the theme 
for Tattvaviveka 2017. 

 The challenge to respond to the plight of the refugees 
and migrants is in keeping with the Christian tradition as 
expressed in the Letter to the Hebrews: “Do not neglect to 
show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have 
entertained angels without knowing it” (Heb 13:2). May 
the experiences and reflections spelt out by our students in 
Tattvaviveka inspire and challenge many more to befriend the 
migrants and refugees with great generosity and mercy.  

     

     Fr. Leonard Fernando SJ

     Principal
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MESSAGE FROM THE STAFF GUIDE

 

 A new consciousness is growing among 
human beings for the past few decades. We are 
becoming more conscious about our connectedness 
and oneness. This connectedness is not limited to 
humans alone but extends to all creation and to 
God the ultimate source of everything. As a result 
we are discovering a greater need for collaboration 

and networking. What is not possible with one individual is made 
possible when few individuals come together and work.

 Tattvaviveka, the students’ magazine of Vidyajyoti is 
the result of the combined effort of many. This magazine would 
not have seen the light of day, if many hands and minds were 
not working in collaboration. I congratulate all the students 
who worked hard to bring this journal to its completion. You 
can be proud of your creation! Some of you, especially the 
editorial team, worked hard to get the articles on time, to edit 
them and to put them together in the print form. 

 I also congratulate each student who has contributed to 
this journal. It is a self discipline that you have undertaken in 
order to put forward your thoughts and ideas on a particular 
subject in a coherent way. This is part of your theological 
enterprise. Doing theology or faith based reflection and 
articulation about the realities around us is not meant to be 
just a futile exercise. It aims at transformation of self and 
society. It is one way of creating awareness about the issues 
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people are facing so that responses to the situation can come 
from different quarters.

 The theme, ‘Migration,’ chosen for this year’s 
Tattvaviveka is relevant and important. The students have 
reflected and articulated the various aspects of the theme 
using diverse genres namely prose, poetry and short stories. 
For some, the theme is also connected to the  people in 
their ministry place especially those students who work with 
domestic working girls and women, street children, rickshaw 
pullers, etc.

 Today millions of people in the world can identify 
themselves as ‘Migrants.’ There is migration within the 
country and migration from one country to another. Some are 
forced to migrate due to war and violence... some in search of 
work, for better job opportunities and above all for a dignified 
human existence. For those made poor migration comes with 
a heavy price. Often they leave home and family, their culture 
and language and are thrown in to a new situation, a new 
culture with no social security. The vast majority of urban 
poor comes under this category. 

 By highlighting the plight of the migrants, Tattvaviveka 
2017 is making a clarion call to each reader to take a small 
step to make this world a better place for everyone, especially 
for the migrants.

     

      Sr. Shalini Mulackal PBVM 

       (Staff Guide) 
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MESSAGE FROM THE STAFF GUIDE

 

  I feel proud, and am indeed privileged to 
write this message as a member of the Editorial 
Team of Tattvaviveka 2017, the annual magazine 
of Vidyajyoti. The topic for our theological reflection 
this year is “Migrants and Refugees”. It is certainly 
a very relevant theme. All of us are aware that this 

concern involves the burning issue of human dignity, and the 
peaceful living of human communities. 

 The history of migrants and refugees is as old as human 
history. Today however, it has touched the global community 
more than ever before. The plight, trauma, disruption and 
tear laden life histories of millions of peoples due to war, 
fundamentalism, persecution and displacement have been 
knocking at our doors for mercy since the dawn of our national 
history. The partition of India and Pakistan followed by the 
creation of Bangladesh, the annexation of Tibet by China as 
well as the conflicts in Sri Lanka and Myanmar has led to 
millions of refugees fleeing to and living in India. With the 
emergence of ISIS, this sad reality, and asylum seekers have 
become global phenomena today. In these diverse contexts 
people have been forced to leave their familiar and stable 
settlements and homes, to go in search of some shelter to 
rediscover their dignity, human rights, security and protection. 
In his message for the world day of migrants and refugees of 
2017 the Holy Father particularly singles out the predicament 
faced by children. He says, “Firstly, we need to become aware 
that the phenomenon of migration is not unrelated to salvation 
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history, but rather a part of that history”; “Secondly, we need 
to work for the integration of children and youngsters who are 
migrants”, and “Lastly, I wish to address a word to you, who 
walk alongside migrant children and young people: they need 
your precious help.”

 I earnestly trust that our annual magazine of this year 
will not only challenge, but will also compel you to move 
and march into action for the dignity, respect and security of 
the migrants and refugees in your own contexts. I take this 
opportunity to thank all the contributors who have struggled 
hard to ignite a sense of sensitivity, compassion, sympathy 
and fellow felling in the hearts of the readers.

             

                Fr Milianus Beck, SJ

            (Staff Guide)
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EDITORIAL

  Human mobility is an age-old phenomenon. 
From time immemorial, human beings have left 
their homes looking for greener pastures or better 
adaptation. At times they have fled to escape the 
violence of nature or others’ hostility. Today the 
phenomenon has acquired worldwide dimensions, 
especially with modern-day globalization, which 

sometimes almost pushes people to cross the frontiers 
of nation states with or without authorization. Often wars, 
violence, persecution, violation of human rights, terrorism, 
etc. underlie the flight of refugees and internally displaced 
people. All this obviously brings with it untold suffering, 
pain, and problems that need urgent solutions.  The Gospel 
demands of us a response. 

I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink,

I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and 
you gave me clothing,

I was sick and you took care of me, … … (Mt 25: 35-36).

Those who say “I love God” and hate their brothers and 
sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or 

sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they 
have not seen (1 Jn 4: 20).

It is as though the migrants and refugees were inside a 
dark tunnel looking for a ray of light. We need to help them 
see light at the end of the tunnel. It requires listening and 
accompanying. They need someone to listen to their stories. 
They arrive in strange lands often without shoes, with only a 
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torn shirt, hungry, and without a clear plan. But it is just not 
a shirt or a pair of shoes that a refugee needs. The humanity, 
the wounded humanity, of refugees calls for respect. They 
are traumatised, lonely, and rejected; they are exhausted in 
body certainly, but also because they have lost their place in 
a stable society. There are times when they also feel guilty 
about what they did in order to survive. They want to be 
heard, to be understood. Their frequent question is: “Why 
is God doing this to me?” They have a right to ask this 
question. But it cannot be asked, unless there is someone to 
listen to them. 

The quality of accompaniment that people in distress need is 
illustrated in the story of the Emmaus disciples in the Gospel 
of Luke. Jesus walks with those who are searching; he listens 
to them and in the end readily accepts their invitation to dine 
with them. Finally in the breaking of the bread, the disciples’ 
hearts are filled with joy and hope. This kind of experience is 
expected from all. Tom Smolich, the International Director of 
the Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS), reports, “Accompanying is 
a signature feature of Jesuit Refugee Service.” Pope Francis 
concluded his liturgy on the World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees 2014 with these words:

A change of attitude towards migrants and refugees 
is needed on the part of everyone, moving away from 
attitudes of defensiveness and fear, indifference and 
marginalization – all typical of a throwaway culture – 
towards  attitudes based on a culture of encounter, the 
only culture capable of building a better, more just and 
fraternal world.

This issue of Tattvaviveka is dedicated to all the migrants 
and refugees who pave their own path against all odds of 
nationalism, persecution, terrorism and globalization, and the 
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articles, poems and stories it contains asks the readers to 
show mercy.  Finally, we cannot do everything, and there is 
a sense of liberation in realizing this. This enables us to do 
something, and to do it well. It may be incomplete, but it is a 
beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity for the Lord’s 
grace to enter and do the rest. We may never see the end 
results, but that is the difference between the master builder 
and the worker.

We are grateful to many people for their benevolent help in 
bringing out this magazine. The editorial team expresses 
its heartfelt thanks to Fr. Michael T. Raj SJ, the Rector, Fr. 
Leonard Fernando SJ, the Principal, Fr. Francis Ezhakunnel 
SJ, the Registrar, Sr. Shalini Mulackal PBVM and Fr. Milianus 
Beck SJ, the staff guides, the student contributors and all 
those who have assisted in one form or other in making this 
magazine not just the fruit of our efforts but also a stimulus 
for ongoing reflection.

                 Sch.  Sahaya Jude, SJ

            Chief Editor
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MERCY 
 MEETS 
  MIGRANTS & REFUGEES

“Millions upon millions of refugees from so many countries, of every 
religion, are living stories of tragedy, marked by wounds that will not 
easily heal. Let us make them our neighbours, sharing their fears and 
uncertainty for the future, and concretely alleviating their suffering. 
May the Lord sustain the persons and institutions who generously 
work to ensure the acceptance and dignity of refugees, and to give 

them reasons for hope.”                        
 

Pope Francis’ message on the  World Day of  Refugees in 2014
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Women Refugees
  Women are more vulnerable than 
men to violence during times of migration and 
displacement, especially where social structures 
are disintegrated by war. One of the groups that 
are most vulnerable to violence is female refugees 

among displaced populations. A refugee woman is someone 
who flees her country to escape war or persecution based 
on race, religion, gender, ethnicity, and political orientation. 
Women usually take responsibility for the day-to-day survival 
of their families in the camps and self-settle temporary 
locations. For this they must find, collect, and carry fuel for 
cooking and water; prepare food; and attend to the health, 
safety, and other basic needs of the family. 

 Families usually marry off their daughters with the idea 
that they are providing protection for young girls, alleviating 
poverty or helping daughters escape the environment and 
continuing family traditions. Hundreds of women and girls 
have been sold under the guise of “temporary marriage.” 
Sexual exploitation and violence also contributes to early 
marriage. Most mothers give birth to their children at an early 



19Tattvaviveka ‘17

age and most probably it was 
due to ignorance and lack of 
awareness. It was reported 
that 41.06 per cent mothers 
give birth to their first child 
within 14-18 years.

 In some societies, women 
and girls face discrimination 
and violence every day simply 
because of their gender. An 
ordinary task like collecting 
water or going to the toilet 
can put them at risk of rape 
or abuse. Often selling their 
bodies becomes the only way to 
support themselves and their 
families. Women spend most 
of their time collecting water 
or fodder when they could be 
back at home tending to their 
children, generating income, 
or providing meals for the 
family. They often participate 
in agricultural tasks as well 
in order to provide for their 
families. 

 Women who are separated 
from their communities and 
families especially widows and 
orphans often face a higher risk 
of exploitation. These women 
who are forced work in a 

country where they do not 
know its language, feel out 
of place in its culture, are 
likely to encounter dozens 
of hardships from agreeing 
for unqualified jobs with 
low salaries to abuse and 
harassment. They become 
more vulnerable against 
exploitation when they are 
socially, psychologically, and 
economically insecure.

 In this situation of 
suffering, the refugee women 
will find it difficult to believe in 
a merciful and compassionate 
God. Seeing and experiencing 
evils hurts them deeply and 
raises the question, ‘where 
is God?’ The Bible shows us 
that more than 2,500 years 
ago, women and men were 
asking the same question. 
The Israelites suffered war, 
violence, hunger, persecution, 
and exile. Apart from the 
Exodus of Israel from Egypt 
to the Promised Land, the 
people of Israel were exiled 
twice more. In exile, Israel 
deepened its knowledge of 
God and experienced him 
more closely.
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Numerous times in 
Mosaic Law and in the words 
of the prophets, Israel is 
commanded, “Love the alien 
as yourself, for you were 
aliens in the land of Egypt” 
(Leviticus 19:34). Jesus then 
builds on this longstanding 
tradition by declaring in 
Matthew 25 that whenever we 
welcome the stranger, caring 
for her in her hunger, thirst, 
sickness, and poverty, we are 
welcoming Jesus himself. He 
also makes clear that when 
we fail to respond to those 
needs we are turning our 
backs on the very God we 
claim to follow. In the midst of 
the worst refugee crisis since 
World War II, those of us who 
are the followers of Christ 
and who live in a peaceful 
and prosperous country, have 
the responsibility both to 
advocate for more refugees 
to be granted asylum in 
our nation, and to walk 
alongside them after they 
arrive. Imagine what would 
happen if churches across the 
country were willing to house 
refugee women, drive them 
to doctor’s appointments 

whenever they are in need, 
provide them food, stand 
for their right, make them 
aware of their dignity,  help 
them to register their children 
in school, and become the 
extended family network they 
need. Imagine what would 
happen if we recognize Jesus 
in these strangers from a 
war-torn land, and we banded 
together as a community to 
welcome them into our homes 
and our lives. May we have 
eyes to recognize Christ in 
the distressing disguise of the 
refugees before us, and may 
we have the moral courage to 
welcome him/her home.

     
        Sr. Aleena FSLG

     (III B.Th.)
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Would I Leave my Home!

Home is the barrel of  the gun

and no one would leave home

unless home chased you to the shore

       or home told youto quicken your legs 

leave your clothes behind

crawl through the desert

Wade through the oceans. 

No one leaves home until home is a sweaty voice in your ear

saying- leave,  run away from me now.

No one leaves home unless

home is the mouth of  a shark

Wide open mouth of  a crocodile
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you only run for the border

when you see the whole city running as well

your neighbours running faster than you

holding breath in their throats

adversaries holding a gun bigger than his body

you only leave home

when home won’t let you stay.

No one leaves home unless home chases you

fire under feet, hot blood in your belly

It’s not something you ever thought of  doing

until the blade burnt threats into your neck

you have to understand,

that no one puts their children in a boat

unless the water is safer than the land.

No one chooses refugee camps unless they are forced to

but what has the children done to face the brunt of  war

The child, who is thought to be Syrian, 

has drowned in an apparent attempt to flee the war ravaging his country.

O God, When will the war come to an end?

When will the children experience the delight of  childhood?

When will the refugees remain in their homeland?

Still I await for your answer…………………..

          Sr. Sumitha D’Souza BS

    (III B.Th.)
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I was a Stranger and 

You Welcomed Me!
(A Biblical perspective on 

migration)
  We live in the age 
where millions of 
people migrate in 
search of a better 
livelihood and hope. 
It has always been a 

part of human history because 
of the widespread changes 
caused by globalization; more 
people are migrating than 
ever before. People have 
always migrated from one 
place to another for good 
and not so good reasons. In 
the last 25 years the number 
of people on the move has 
doubled from 100 million to 
over 200 million.                           

  Many of the 
migrants and refugees migrate 
as a result of poverty, insecurity, 
war, famine, or some other 
massive or inescapable problem 
in their home land.  But as 
refugees they are subjected 
to stereotyping, prejudices, 
violence, de-individualization, 
inadequate living conditions, 
sexual exploitation, racial and 
ethnic tension with the locals and 
a lack of dignified employment.

 Throughout the Bible 
we read stories of people 
on the move and migration. 
Abraham started a long 
journey out of Ur and Moses 
flees to Midian and finds 
shelter in the house of a priest.  
Ruth accompanies Naomi to a 
foreign land and finds favour 
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in the eyes of Boaz.  The story of Joseph in the Old Testament 
is a true story of giving asylum to an entire community.  Moses 
led the people of Israel out of the land Egypt; the disciples 
scattered around the Roman Empire; Paul took off various 
missionary journeys. And perhaps the most famous refugee 
of them all was Jesus. Joseph and Mary took Child Jesus and 
were forced to flee to Egypt to avoid the infant massacres of 
King Herod.  Thus, the story of God’s people is definitely one 
of movement.  Through all these we can see that God cares 
for the migrants and refugees.

 Repeatedly the people of Israel are instructed to 
remember the strangers among them and treat them with love, 
compassion and justice. God commands the Israelites not to 
ill-treat them-“You shall not wrong or oppress a resident alien, 
for you were aliens in the land of Egypt” (Ex 22:21). “If you do 
abuse them, when they cry out to me, I will surely heed their 
cry” (Ex 22:23) and not to take advantage of them- “You shall 
not withhold the wages of poor and needy labourers, whether 
other Israelites or aliens who reside in your land in one of 
your towns” (Deut24:14). God is concerned and cares for the 
well-being of the powerless and vulnerable people. Strangers 
are to be cared for- “You shall not strip your vineyard bare, 
or gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave 
them for the poor and the alien” (Lev 19:10), they are to be 
treated as fellow citizens- “The alien who resides with you 
shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the 
alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt” 
(Lev 19:34). 

 In the New Testament, Jesus gives a new command to 
‘love your neighbour as yourself’ (Mt 22:39).One of the best 
ways to express love is to see to it that justice is imbedded 
in the laws of society in order to protect and liberate the 
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migrants, refugees and the oppressed.  Life as a refugee is 
hard. Refugees suffer injustice and are oppressed in numerous 
ways. In the Bible, there is a constant call to seek justice 
for the oppressed.  In Isaiah 1:17, the Lord had this to say: 
“Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend 
the orphan, plead for the widow.” The principle here is to 
provide justice for everyone who is suffering injustice.  

 The immigrant is our brother and our sister. If this 
is the case then it is our responsibility to take care of our 
brothers and sisters, to accept them, to be hospitable and see 
to it that justice is done to their physical, social and spiritual 
life.  Then we will hear the Lord telling us those beautiful 
words: “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 
for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I WAS A STRANGER AND YOU 
WELCOMED ME…”
     Bro. Arockia Raj. J (I B.Th.)
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Theology of Migration 

  Migration is a burning issue in today’s 
world. As a student of theology, I feel certainly 
that this century is the ‘Century of Migration,’ since 
it touches every area of human life. However, we 
fail to recognise it. All people especially Christians 
should respond positively to this problem so that 

the world in which we live becomes wonderful.  My only aim 
for choosing this topic was to feel one with the migrants as 
Christ our Lord did. 

 Today there are more than 200 million people migrating 
around the world.  24 million are internally displaced and about 
10 million are refugees. And the number is increasing day by 
day. Thus theologising on this issue has become very essential. 
This article therefore speaks about the need to work towards 
radical change in the relationship between the migrants and the 
other world of the ‘haves.’
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 First of all, we should understand that Migration is 
not an issue of today’s world only. It is as old as the Holy 
Scripture. It begins from God’s call to Abraham and continues 
through the New Testament till today. The God in whom we 
all believe is the God of the migrants. God loved the world 
so much that he allowed his son to ‘migrate’ to the earthly 
world so that we may have life, life to the full. God in Jesus 
not only takes on human flesh and ‘migrates’ into our world 
but actually becomes a refugee himself. He laid down his life 
on the cross so that we could be reconciled with God and 
‘migrate’ back to our homeland. The new homeland will be 
the home of peace, justice and life.

 We should realize that we are all migrants in this world. 
The only difference is that the two groups of the ‘haves’ and 
the ‘have nots’ live in two different worlds.  The ‘haves’ live 
in comfortable homes with lot of money, food and resources. 
The ‘have nots’ live in distress, discomfort and have a life of 
wandering for food and a place to stay. I wondered what the 
world might look like from their side, what they think about 
life, people and more so how they understand God. That can 
be done only by getting into the shoes of the migrants and 
accepting them as our brothers and sisters.

 Many times people ask who is responsible for this 
problem of migration. I myself  have asked this question so 
many times. Fortunately I got the answer to my question a 
few years back when I had visited one of the refugee camps 
in Rameshwaram where Sri Lankan refugees are camped. I 
asked one of them, “Have you ever wondered how all this can 
happen to you if God is love?” His answer was very touching. 
He told me that many a times we may think that God is 
responsible for all this. He is not. The problem is not with God. 
It is with the human beings, especially the ‘haves.’ God does 
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not want us to go through all 
this and live this way. There 
are enough things and places 
in this world for everyone to 
live happily but not enough 
to fulfil everyone’s greed. 
Majority of people don’t want 
to share. This is the root cause 
for all the problems today.

 What impressed me 
the most in speaking to the 
migrants in the midst of 
their arduous journey was 
their ability to believe in God 
even in the most godless of 
situations. They spoke about 
trusting in God even after all 
has been taken away, and 
they affirmed God’s goodness 
even when their lot had been 
marked by such suffering 
and pain. It was really very 
touching to see their faith, 
love and hope. This has 
increased not only my faith 
in God but also my love for 
the migrants. Following Jesus 
as my role model, who was 
drawn to those who suffer, my 
heart leans towards them. My 
reflection has helped me to 
find not only Christ in them but 
also has given me motivation 

to work for their rights. 
Reflecting and theologising on 
the whole issue of migration 
has affected me gradually. I have 
come out from the comfort zone 
of my life to feel one with our 
brothers and sisters who have no 
place to stay.

 All have a right to 
find opportunities for their 
sustenance in their homeland. 
People have a right to find 
work, a work that provides 
just and living wage to fulfil 
the basic human needs. The 
goods of the earth belong 
to all peoples. Migrants and 
refugees, like all other human 
beings, possess inherent 
human dignity and that 
dignity should be respected. 
They are created in the 
image and likeness of God. 
As Catholics, we really need 
to reflect on the questions 
“Dare we look at these human 
beings as made in the image 
and likeness of God, brothers 
and sisters of Jesus Christ? 
Dare we look at them, in other 
words, with and through the 
eyes of Christ for whom no 
one is alien, no one a criminal 
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who labors honestly to feed his family?” It has been stated 
that the road to heaven is paved with good intentions. It 
is a matter of wanting to love and share. This will create a 
society based on love, faith and hope and all can live happily.

           Sch. A Michael Raja SJ

       (I B.Th.)

“Together we are stronger, our voices louder, and the 
synergy of our actions more powerful. Together we can 
prevail on the Navy to put commonsense safeguards in place, 
like requiring its ships to avoid the most sensitive marine 
mammal habitats and to stop their training exercises during 
peak migrations.” 

                                                       Pierce Brosnan
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Globalisation and Migration

  Since the time human beings came into 
existence, they have been migrants. We can trace 
this right from the book of Genesis. Better place 
or location for different needs of survival trigger 
off the movement from one place to another. 
Migration of human being was there, is still there 

and will continue to be there as long as all their material needs 
and requirements are not met. It is difficult for human beings 
to be content and satisfied. If one need is met then arises 
another. All the needs and essential requirements cannot 
be met by being at one place as the geographical, political, 
economic and social conditions vary. When a human being 
migrates he/she also carries along his/her culture, ethnicity 
and traditions which influence his behavioural and thinking 
pattern. We must of course make a distinction between a 
voluntary migration and a forced one. A forced migration 
would be referred to as displacement which we often see the 
poor or the native inhabitant (tribal) suffers. 



31Tattvaviveka ‘17

 Globalisation is an age old 
concept. It gained prominence 
post world war- II. It was 
in the early 1990’s that 
globalisation took over the 
world like a storm and had 
a tremendous influence and 
impact, especially in India. It 
brought a massive change in 
the socio-economic situation 
worldwide. The crossover of 
culture and ideologies also 
brought about a change in life 
style.

 As time passed by, the 
mindset of the people began 
to change. They became more 
narrow minded than broad 
minded. The influence of 
western thinking especially the 
capitalist approach has infused 
a culture of consumerism in 
many nations. This can be 
noticed chiefly among the 
developing nations who try 
hard to compete with one 
another in order to be in the elite 
group of developed nations. 
This notion of competing and 
becoming better has brought in 
an unhealthy competition where 

the deprivation of one is a 
win-win situation for another. 
I would like to highlight 
chiefly about two points that 
is, the impact of globalisation 
on the Indian economy and 
the reason for migration from 
rural to urban and country to 
other continents.

 The great move of 
widening the doors for trade 
and business activities through 
liberalisation, privatisation and 
globalisation policy of 1991 
brought in a dynamic change in 
the Indian economy. Nobody 
would have imagined the 
things that were luxurious 
a decade ago would be 
available for every common 
person. Things like television, 
refrigerator, motorbike or car, 
etc. soon became a need for 
every household. Competition 
of who has the better and 
the latest items of consumer 
goods began to brew up in 
neighbourhoods. This made 
the bread earners in families 
to work more than the usual 
working hours.
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 Down the line after 10 years that is in 2000’s, 
India became a technological hub for many multinational 
companies who found outsourcing in India profitable for 
them. It did bring a revolution in terms of employment. It 
created a mindset that one need not be highly qualified in 
order to make money but should have fluency over language 
especially English to communicate. Many students dropped or 
discontinued from studies as the new source of easy money 
making seemed to be the best thing. Therefore, the number of 
students getting highly educated is drastically coming down. 
The young generation is attracted towards the IT industry 
almost exclusively. The reason is none other than a hefty 
salary package that is better than that of an educated and 
scholarly professional. This has drawn many youth from rural 
areas to urban centres to experience a metropolitan life style. 
It is not only the attraction towards the urban life style but 
also the lack of job opportunities, poor infrastructure, poor 
agriculture produce or unfavourable condition in the rural 
sector that leaves them with no other choice than to migrate 
to the cities for the sake of better employment and standard 
of living. Media too is a reason to woo the people to move 
from rural areas to cities because cities are often shown as a 
fairy dreamland where everybody can write a story of rags to 
riches. 

 However, we cannot spare the big multinational 
companies that set up their industries near arable area and 
make the land infertile and pollute the natural resources. 
This has affected the families based on agrarian occupation 
immensely. The relaxation from paying hefty taxes for setting 
up industries in rural areas was done with the intention of 
developing all the undeveloped areas. Somehow this has 
resulted in making the lives of the people in rural areas 
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miserable than making it a happy one. As the occupation and 
livelihood of people are affected, they are forced to move into 
cities for better job opportunities and to earn some money to 
feed their families. 

 Another phenomenon that we observe is people moving 
out of the country in search of better job opportunities. 
Once their jobs are assured, most try to settle down there 
by acquiring the citizenship of that country. It is debatable 
whether people move because of better life style or have not 
been recognized for their talents, or lack dignity of labour 
or the poor pay package in their homeland. Often we tend 
to think that the brainiest people educate themselves here 
in India and work abroad. We usually refer it as brain drain. 
Often we don’t find out the reason for this move. We may 
blame it on the rigid education system or too much influence 
of the wealthy and the powerful people that many talented 
youth from the middle class or lower middle class do not get 
rewarded for their talent and gift. One of the best examples can 
be sighted of a student who created a storm in social media. 
Rejected by IIT, an ‘unschooled’ Mumbai girl, Malvika Raj Joshi 
got through MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology). She 
was rejected not because she was intellectually unqualified 
but for not going to school like any other child, paying a hefty 
fee. Like her there are many more students who have not been 
recognized of their talents and gave up the idea to contribute 
for the betterment of the nation and have migrated to other 
countries. 

 Globalisation has made a big world into a small village. 
Better lifestyle, technology, infrastructure, adopting trendy 
and popular culture has definitely revolutionised the thinking 
pattern of many. Gone is the concept of satisfying with the 
minimum. Having more or having the latest is the new trend. 
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This is indeed one of the strong reasons for migration of 
people. It is ultimately the middleclass, lower middle class and 
people belonging to lower economic section who are affected 
and influenced the most to migrate just with the intention of 
making a better life. As the world is getting more and more 
connected, the issue of migration will for sure to continue in 
the coming ages too.

 Migration no doubt to a certain extent is one of the 
way out of the economic problems. But it often brings with 
it added stress and strain on one’s relationships and also 
adversely affects the physical and psychological well being. 
People who have migrated in search of livelihood from rural to 
urban or from Native County to other continents go through 
lots of difficulties and hardships. Some of the greatest pains 
are the feeling of being lonely and from being away from 
one’s near and dear ones.  It is difficult especially for married 
people who are away from their spouse and children. It is all 
the more difficult for children growing up with the absence of 
one parent or the other. This situation adversely affects their 
growing up as integrated persons. 

 Moreover, the working conditions are often dehumanizing 
and take a severe toll on the health of the migrant labourers. 
For instance, the situation of domestic workers, daily 
wage labourers, rickshaw pullers, factory workers, etc. are 
pitiable. The type of development we follow has resulted in 
degradation of human life and person. Still things can be 
improved and changed by trying to find alternative ways and 
means. Concept like make in India is one of the good aspects 
to avoid migration. Skills and techniques with improvement in 
quality education can generate creativity and enthusiasm for 
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better way of productive jobs and occupations. Reduction on 
national income spent on purchase of arms and ammunitions 
and channelizing that fund towards rural development and 
improvement of infrastructure which can bring in drastic 
positive changes. 

 Wellbeing does not apply only to those who are 
economically and financially sound. But for every human being 
on this earth who does not have to go to sleep with hungry 
stomach. Wellbeing also means providing working conditions 
that brings equality and dignity to the person in whatever job 
or occupation one is engaged in. Every human being must 
experience equality and equity in society since everyone is 
created in the image and likeness of God and each one is 
precious and equal in the eyes of God, the Creator.

 I would like to conclude with the views of Pope Francis 
which he expressed in one of his interviews with journalist 
Eugenio Scalfari, founder of Italian national newspaper La 
Republica, “We need to knock down the walls that divide 
us; try to boost wellbeing and make it more widespread but 
in order to achieve this, we need to knock down walls and 
build bridges that can lessen inequality and boost freedom 
and rights. What we want is fight against inequality; this is 
the biggest evil that exists in the world today. Money is what 
causes this and it goes against measure that aims to even out 
wellbeing and thus favour equality.” 

                          

         Sch. Jesus Vivian Raja SJ (I B.TH.)
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Migrants Through the Eyes of Pope Francis 

   Migration, especially forced displacement, 
today is not a phenomenon limited to some 
areas of the planet. It affects all the continents 
and is growing into a tragic situation of global 
proportions. Not only does this concern affect 

those who are looking for a dignified work or better living 
conditions, but also those men and women, the elderly and 
the children, who are forced to leave their homes in the hope 
of finding safety, peace and security. (Message of his holiness 
Pope Francis for the world day of migrants and refugees on15 
January 2017).

 The incarnation story leads to very difficult questions 
in a devotee’s heart. The God who decided to be born in 
Bethlehem, had to flee to Egypt and remain there pending 
further instructions. That the owner of the universe does 
not have any place to lay his head on earth makes a human 
being baffled and disturbed.  If I claim to be a follower of 
the incarnate Word, I have an obligation to understand the 
refugees, internally displaced people and the migrants in the 
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world.  Being a real follower 
of this migrant Lord, Pope 
Francis declared that those 
who build walls are not real 
Christians; instead, he implied 
that the real Christian will 
build bridges.

 Migration is one of the 
issues with which Pope Francis 
began his papacy. He is well 
aware what it means to be 
uprooted. Though the world 
lauded the fact that we have a 
pope from Latin America; Pope 
Francis murmured: my life is 
a gift from my grandparents, 
who had to undergo the pain 
of the migration. Being Italian 
migrants, his grandparents 
were under the colonial rule of 
Spain in another continent. His 
grandmother Rosa had shared 
her painful experiences to 
young Jorge many times in his 
early childhood and this led 
him to say, “It is like a painful 
thorn in my heart.” 

 Pope Francis went out 
in a boat and laid a floral 
wreath in the Mediterranean 
Sea close to Lampedusa Island, 

to remember the migrants 
lost at sea. The island of 
Lampedusa is struggling to 
cope with thousands of ‘illegal’ 
migrants. The migrants on the 
island shouted with a banner, 
“Pope Francis, only you can 
save us because you’re one 
of us.” Indeed the Pope has 
reawakened the conscience 
of the world when he said, 
“We have lost a sense of 
brotherly responsibility and 
have forgotten how to cry for 
the other.”

 Pope Francis asked the 
faithful gathered in the Vatican 
on Christmas Eve to meditate 
on the mystery of the nativity 
as a mystery of hope amidst 
sadness. He said, “It has a 
taste of sadness, inasmuch 
as love is not accepted, and 
life discarded. Such was the 
case with Joseph and Mary, 
who met with closed doors, 
and placed Jesus in a manger, 
because there was no place for 
them in the inn.” At another 
occasion he said to the migrant 
brothers and sisters, “The sad 
experience of these brothers 
and sisters recalls that of baby 
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Jesus, who at the time of his birth could not find a place to 
stay when he was born in Bethlehem, he was then taken to 
Egypt to escape threats from Herod.”

 Pope Francis is seen as a ‘Praxis Pope’ by many because 
he makes his experiences as the basis of his theological 
reflections in order to do his mission in the Gospel way. He 
says, “I know what it took to leave one land for another, that 
fortitude, as well as the great pain that comes from being 
uprooted.” Pope Francis has offered the most relevant and 
refined observations on the topic of immigration, making a 
number of key distinctions and furnishing a helpful guide for 
practical decision-making. He believes in the statement of 
Christ, “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives 
me; and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who 
sent me” (Mk 9:37). Fr. Arturo Sosa, The Superior General 
of the Society of Jesus too has expressed his sentiments 
with regard to migration when he says, “I come from Latin 
America, a continent teeming with millions of refugees and 
migrants, for the same reasons therefore, the efforts of closely 
accompanying the refugees and migrants, particularly the 
young and vulnerable, are close to my heart.” (Fr. General’s 
message for World Day of Refugees 2017)
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 Heeding to the cry of the refugees, Fr Pedro Arrupe 
initiated the Jesuit Refugee Services over three decades ago. 
While the services of the Jesuits continue through the JRS, 
we as individuals should also accompany the refugees in our 
thoughts and prayers. The refugees and migrants are uprooted 
from their native land but they need to grow in hope and 
confidence. Let us understand them and accompany them in 
our own way. Fr. Arturo Sosa asked the whole Society of Jesus 
“to encourage and promote efforts that ensure the protection 
of life and the hope of the child and the adolescent refugees, 
especially those recruited by traffickers to convert them into 
the so-called baby-traffickers.”

Sch. Midhun SJ

                                                               (II B.TH. )



40 Tattvaviveka ‘17

Ultimately You are 
the Real You

I love not your beauty, 
behaviour and whatever is 

you, yah it hurts so! 

Leave me but never make 
me feel lonely

Love me but never make me your 
possession

I may be harsh but never a hard 
hearted

I may be rash but never rude

I want to see you free but never feel 
that I am all care free

I want to see you independent but 
never think that I am dependant

I want to make you happy but never 
imagine that I would be puppy

I want to make you real but never take 
me as treasurable pearl

You are a beautiful person

You are a wonderful woman

You are a brave person

You are a courageous woman

You are the real YOU irrespective of  
the gender you are gifted with

No matter whatever be the past

Past is past till you are lost (you 
breathe your last)

Present is present as a present

To be presented to you, yourself, God 
and the world around (neighbour and 

nature)

Nurture your true nature that is what 
we leave as signature at the time of  

your departure

The inseparable reality of  you or 
yourself  is your nature.

Sch. Gabriel Raja, SJ

                   (I B. Th.)
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Migration as New Creation

  Migration as a new creation may sound 
strange but in my opinion it is the process by which 
one is transformed into a new person without 
losing the past struggles of life. In the history of 
the world, humans have been migrants- always in 
search of new hope and new life. Migration may 

happen due to various reasons both positive and negative. In 
spite of this, I see a ray of hope for the migrating community 
to flourish around the world. It also helps the community 
to deepen its roots and expand its wings with courage. For 
instance, though the Tamils in Sri Lanka have been forced 
to leave their roots, they are spreading their wings all over 
the world with courage. It is a sign of new creation. “Unless 
a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just 
a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit”(Jn 12:24).    
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One needs to die to something 
in order obtain the other. All 
the migrants and refugees are 
forced to gain momentum in 
life amidst the odd situations 
with a ray of hope of a new 
creation. 

 One of my friends, 
who is a Sri Lankan refugee, 
sparked a thought in my heart 
by sharing about his life and 
struggle in Sri Lanka and now 
in India. His words challenged 
me to reflect: “I am living a 
second birth because we were 
almost dead there; but for a 
single hope of my parents for 
a new life. We took the boat 
in the middle of the night in 
the stormy sea and landed 
half dead on the shores of 
Rameshwaram. It is really 
a new creation for us”. I see 
in my friend’s words a strong 
hope for a new life.

Sparks within me:

 Migration is really a painful 
experience but from where do 
these people gain strength to 
go ahead in life? What are the 
challenges encountered by the 

migrants? What are the forces 

that cause migration?

How do they build up a new 
life in an alien land?

What does the God of salvation 
tell us about migration in this 
era of post modernization?

Sparks in search of new 
light and life:

Migration entails loss 
which involves the whole 
person in it. Migrants, almost by 
definition, move with the future 
in their mind. It is not workers 
who emigrate but people; and 
whenever they move, they leave 
a part of themselves behind. 
Efforts to reclaim that which has 
been lost result in something 
more than nostalgia, and if one is 
lucky, less than an exile. However, 
the losses keep coming- funerals, 
christenings, graduations, 
weddings missed, milestones 
one couldn’t make it because 
one’s life was elsewhere. If one 
is not lucky then it means that 
one’s departure was forced by 
poverty, war or environmental 
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disaster – or all the three – and one’s destination is not of 
one’s choosing but merely where one could get to or where 
one was put. In that case the loss is bound to be all the more 
painful. This is the reality around the world be it Sri Lankan 
Tamils, forced migrants from middle eastern countries, Africa, 
Latin America and elsewhere in the world. Every flight of a 
migrant leaves behind a drop of a history and leads towards 
a new legacy. Every loss in a migrant’s life strengthens them 
to be more firm, courageous, open to the reality, adventurous 
and have an unceasing faith in God the creator and redeemer. 

Migration is a process of new creation:

There are various kinds of migrations happening in the world. 
Here are a few for our understanding.

1. Socio-economic migration: It includes the various forms of 
migration determined by the need to procure the means of 
subsistence denied at home and the migrants’ wish to better 
their own living standards and working conditions.1

2. Ideological migration: It is a form of migration by which the 
citizens are forced to leave their own country against their will 
by the public authorities e.g. Sri Lankan Tamils and Syrians. 
This category includes refugees of every kind.

3. Cultural migration: This category especially comprises 
of young people seeking to further their studies abroad in 
preparation for the exercise of profession at home. 

4. Voluntary migration:  Migration by free choice cannot be 
overlooked even if it is limited for the most part to specific 
professional categories, especially in the field of international 
organizations and firms, and still unfortunately beyond the 
reach of the people at large. 
1 Migration, Pondifical Commission for the Pastoral of Migrants and Itinerant People, Vatican 
City, 1985, P.9.
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 All these forms of 
migrations have a dual face: 
diversity and universality.  
There is diversity in the sense 
of meeting of peoples and 
groups of different origins 
and universality means that 
all belong to the one human 
family. This duality gives rise 
to a marked ambivalence: on 
the one hand, migration may 
be the fatal vehicle of tension, 
incomprehension, isolation 
and conflict, but on the other 
hand, it may provide an 
opportunity for a harmonious 
encounter between different 
ethnic groups which recognize 
in each other the common 
heritage of humankind and 
constitute together what 
might be called the great 
family of God. 

Migration, a call towards 
Universality:

 I consider that the second 
face, the universal dimension, 
broadens our horizon to 
understand migration in the right 
perspective and in a constructive 
way leading towards a new creation 
in God. In the Old Testament, 
prophet Hosea denationalizes 

Israel’s election. The absolute 
primacy is given to the free, 
merciful and unconditional 
love of God, as expressed 
in increasingly personal 
relations with humans. This 
provides the logical basis for 
universalism in the full sense, 
even though the prophet does 
not clearly acknowledge it. 

 In Isaiah 2:2-5 the 
Israelites and the gentiles 
are united in a single 
destiny of salvation, while 
the most repressive pagan 
nations Egypt and Assyria 
are prophesied to be united 
in the worship of  Yahweh 
(Isa19:21). In Jeremiah we 
find that the ‘new people’ 
would take a definitive 
shape outside any kind of 
nationalistic, civil or religious 
mould. They would be ruled 
on the basis of a wholly inward 
law by which each individual 
would be directly related to 
God (Jer 31:31-34). This is 
the new covenant that God 
makes with each migrant of 
today where He also gives 
them a new heart and a new 
life of universality. 
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 The universalistic traits of Isaiah are also found in 
Micah (4:1-3), who is the first prophet to openly prophesy 
the destruction of the temple of Jerusalem (3:12). Later, the 
last of the prophets (Mal 1:11) would herald a new form of 
worship destined to unite all the peoples in a single offering to 
the one true God. Yahweh is a universal God whom everyone 
must praise and we are united in Him. Though we are born in 
a particular family, geographical and cultural boundaries, our 
life as children of God finds meaning only when we identify 
ourselves with the universal salvific mission of God. Thus 
migration is a process in which one finds one’s universalism 
without losing one’s original roots. The perfect universality 
foretold by the prophets comes to completion in Christ. With 
his death and resurrection, he becomes the first born among 
the many (Rom 8:29, Eph 2: 11-18). The early Christians 
reflect the teachings of Jesus, that those who do the will of 
God constitute his true family (Mk 3:33, Mt 12:46-50; 21:28-
32), and that those who follow him and his message belong to 
a new lineage on earth (Mk 10:29-30). We are called to bring 
all people of good will especially the migrants under the one 
universal brother and sisterhood.  

Our call towards Migration:

 Pope Francis says, “At the heart of the Gospel of mercy 
the encounter and acceptance by others are intertwined with 
the encounter and acceptance of God himself. Welcoming 
others means welcoming God in person.” Such is the heart 
that embraces the others as oneself. Adam and Eve, Cain, 
Exodus of Israel, flight of Mary and Joseph to Egypt, Jesus’ 
disciples running away from the garden of Gethsemane and 
the early Christian communities are the stories of migration 
we can find throughout the history. It continues till today. 
What is our constructive response to this call of universal king 
Jesus Christ? 
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Personal Level: 

•	 First and foremost I need to get into the shoes of 
the migrants and the arena of their world view of up 
rootedness by reading, listening, watching and sharing. 

•	 Providing psychological, moral, social, religious, 
linguistic, vocational and medical aid.

•	 Being with them, reflecting their struggles and 
expressing it through writings. 

•	 Going as a missionary for a period of time and 
encountering the reality of suffering Christ in the 
migrants with my naked eyes too.

Community Level:

	Encouraging others to have the spirit of openness to 
work for the migrants and their welfare (physical, moral 
& legal).

	Accommodate the migrants in our educational and 
social institutes by providing scholarships. 

Pastoral Level:

	The Church must ensure the migrants’ right to preserve 
their own spiritual and cultural heritage and to receive 
adequate pastoral care from the Church.

	Administering the necessary sacraments and spiritual 
needs of the migrants according to the directives of the 
Church. 

	Providing constant awareness, spiritual animation, and 
holistic development with the help of other religious 
missionaries.
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New Creation continues...

All these are only the tip of the iceberg of migration today. We 
need to uncover and heal the broken humanity with our tender 
and merciful mission of Christ by being with them and working 
for them. Let us go to the corners of the streets, fringes of the 
cities, subways of metropolitans, and dump yards of towns to 
encounter Christ the migrant, in the suffering migrants who 
are in the process of becoming a new creation in God.  It is 
not the end but the new beginning. Search Continues...  
   

         

           Sch. N. Parthasarathi SJ (III B.Th.)
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Migrants-The  Silent Nation Builders 

The one thing that has always fascinated 
me and at the same time made me reflect was how 
people from different places, religions, cultures 
and spheres of life live together so peacefully 
and harmoniously in a given locality. It made me 
question whether they really experience peace 

among themselves or not. I further wondered about the 
mystery of them living together amicably. Was it the same 
sort of need that brought them all together? There were many 
more questions that bothered me until I decided to delve into 
the depth in order to grasp the mystery of life. 

 As I started reflecting, I realized that the phenomenon 

of migration is prevalent not only in India but also all over the 

world, even among the birds and animals. All of us are always 

on the move. We are all sojourners on a voyage of life and 

our ultimate home is beyond this world. This understanding 

of life is found in all the religions of the world. However in 
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the secular society, a person 
who moves from one place 
to another and settles there 
temporarily or permanently is 
called a migrant.

 No one would just 
desert one’s place and settle 
in an unknown place because 
she/ he wishes it. It happens 
only in extreme cases and 
demands splendid courage. 
There are many reasons which 
force a person to venture on 
such a painful step of parting 
from one’s own place. Firstly, 
people make such a move 
expecting to get better jobs. 
Secondly, the right for primary 
and secondary education 
become another factor that 
requires one to shift their base. 
Thirdly, people cross borders 
due to mixed marriages taking 
place due to the impact of IT 
industry. Fourthly, the unhealthy 
environment brought about 
by globalization, hampers the 
cheerfulness of the healthy 
childhood is another cause for 
migration. Finally, people also 

move on account of various 
discriminatory practices and 
harassment imposed on them 
in the name of culture and 
tradition. 

 Further reflection on 
the lives of migrants and their 
contribution to the society makes 
one realize how important the 
migrants are for the development 
of a nation. There are numerous 
personalities who worked for the 
upliftment of the society in spite 
of being a migrant. Mother Teresa 
who was an Albanian, dedicated 
her whole life for the poor of 
Calcutta and poor all over the 
world. The father of our nation 
Mahatma Gandhi who was born 
and brought up in Gujarat, did 
not limit himself only to Gujarat 
or the people of Gujarat, but 
went out of his way to fight for 
the freedom of the entire nation, 
India. There are still many more 
such personalities in different 
parts of the world, who migrated 
within their country or to other 
countries and brought about a 
dynamic change.  
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 Migrants become a source of nation building. When migrants 
from different places come together and live harmoniously with the 
people of the soil, it shows unity in diversity. It also reflects 
that people live in freedom from all social discrimination. 
Furthermore, there is cultural enhancement when different 
cultures merge together. Migrants also become messengers 
of religious tolerance when they are able to live in harmony 
with people of different religious faiths. They bring in a lot 
of scope with their ideas and creativity. Thus migrants bring 
unity within the nation and lead people towards the path of 
development. 

 In spite of all goodness, migrants are mostly looked 
down by the mainstream society. They are considered as 
intruders. They are blamed for population explosion. At times 
they are even considered as anti-nationals. Many of the poor 
migrants are exploited in the name of forced labour and the 
wages are not paid according to their labour. They are even 
made use of by the politicians for their vote bank and once 
the voting is over they are quickly forgotten. They are made 
scapegoats for any criminal activity that goes on within a city. 
They are even termed as terrorists. 

 The Church could open shelter homes for migrants at 
various parishes to accommodate them. The church could 
stand for the rights of the migrants. The Church should help 
them to get employment and keep a follow up programme till 
they can stand on their feet. A committee should be formed 
to discuss their problem. The Church should join hands with 
other NGOs to work for the development of the migrants. 
Finally, as readers, we are called to examine our attitude 
towards the migrants. Let’s build a positive approach towards 
them because they too are children of God. Therefore, it is 
our supreme responsibility to love and serve them.    
                             
           Sr. Nirmala Xalxo FC (I B.Th.)
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The Plucked out Plant to be Planted  Nowhere

   Kalpana Chawla, after returning from the 
space, in an interview about her nationality replied, 
“When I was in the flight, I would look down, 
and I never found any border that distinguished 
different countries, but they looked like a beautiful 
carpet with different colours.” It is the same with 

us. When we rise high in values we find no difference, all of us 
share the same dignity. What’s happening today in our society, 
country and the world at large? In this globalised world every 
one strives to find their own way to build up a better shelter, 
better life style, better education, etc. The world seems to 
be open to the cash holders, who could go across the world 
welcomed warmly, accommodated comfortably with honour 
and respect. But the cash less human is considered as no one 
and discarded as unwanted. Due to various reasons they keep 
moving to different places and their life is at great risk. Do 
they know who they are? Where do they belong? What is their 
identity? Where is their dignity? Are they just the plucked out 
plant to be planted nowhere?

 I find it very hard to accept and analyse the situation of 
the millions of the migrants dumped in the slums of New Delhi. 
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I visit one of the slums wherein bunches of huts are adjusted 
so well in an unhealthy environment. Flies and dirt are their 
constant companions. They struggle to earn their livelihood. 
Most of them do not have identity cards. Their dignity is always 
at risk. As I began to converse with them, they unfolded their 
unheard stories, that they are migrants from many rural areas 
of northern India. They were completely ignored and deprived 
of their basic needs. So they have come over here seeking for 
better life conditions and basic education for their children. 
They engage themselves by doing the menial jobs of the city 
and continue to live their life in misery. This misery of the 
migrants is visible not only here but all over the world.

 Migration is a complex process and has been a feature of 
human societies for many centuries. There are many reasons 
why people choose to migrate. Some of these include poverty, 
armed conflict, social strife, political turmoil and economic 
hardships. These and other types of events displace millions 
of people across the globe every day.

 The migration story is a key to Biblical ancestry. In 
the book of Genesis we read, “The Lord said to Abraham: 
‘Leave your country, your relatives, and your father’s home 
and go to a land that I am going to show you. I will give you 
many descendants, and they will become a great nation. I will 
bless you and make your name famous, so that you will be a 
blessing.” (Gen12: 1-2)

 The life of the Israelites gives ample evidence for the 

suffering of the migrants many centuries ago. It was by these 

migrants that the historical buildings were built in Egypt. 

The work of their hands beautified the city. However, they 

remained as slaves. They were ill-treated to the maximum 

and their cry rocked the heart of God. The suffering story of 
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the migrants continues even 
today. The migrants are the 
plucked out people from their 
own land and culture. They 
do not enjoy any comfort, 
benefits, rights or a dignified 
life and that leaves them in 
great misery. The plucked 
outs find no way to live, their 
cry is heard by none, though 
their issues find a place in 
the newspapers, media and 
has become a solid topic for 
discussions, yet their life 
situation find no change than 
misery. They cry out... “Why 
do I have no way to get a job, 
even a menial one to earn my 
livelihood?” “Why do you look 
at me as low, and pay me the 
least?” “Why do you arrange 
the seasonal refugee places 
for the birds to protect them 
from heat and cold and leave 
me to live in fear every minute 
with the sound of guns, and 
threatening bombs?”

 I want to know one 
thing, while some take flight 
from place to place for touring 
and business, enjoying life; 
I walk on feet for months 
together to live for a while. On 
your borders you drag me out 

and treat me as evil, do I have 
no right to live on this earth? I 
want to know one thing, in the 
so called developed countries, 
with maximum aged, the empty 
homes and left out fields, they 
lay as useless, while as young 
as I am, energetic to work, 
yet homeless on the road, you 
cannot let me in, am I worse 
than your puppies on the bed? 
Your trade, to build your cities, 
I work day and night to make 
a best place for you to live, to 
build your dignity, to remake 
your identity with glories 
architecture, but why do you 
dump me in the slums and 
deprive me of my daily needs? 

Sr. J. Arul Mary MSI

                (II B.Th.)
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“Tribal Migrants as Trafficked Victims”

“Modern life is a centrifuge; it  throws people in every direction.”                                                                   
                                       ― Paul Murray, The Mark and the Void

  Jharkhand is a state in the eastern part of India. 
It was carved out from Bihar on November 15, 2000. 
The state is made up of 24 districts. It consists of 
Chotanagpur plateau and extends to Santhal Parganas. 
The sex ratio of Jharkhand is 948 which is higher than 
the national average of 943. The literacy rate at 66.40% 

is lower than the national average of 72.99% and it is significantly 
lower among the females. It also has huge forest reserves as 29.61% 
of the geographical area of the state is covered by forests.

 In spite of the state being rich in natural resources, 
poverty is rampant. As a result, Jharkhand has become a major 
source area for intra-country trafficking. It is mostly the tribals 
who are the victims of trafficking.  They are brought as domestic 
labour to metropolitan cities where there is a demand for such work. 
Some of the victims are trafficked to states like Haryana and 
Punjab for the purpose of bonded labour and forced marriage. 
Recent news reports also point to the emergence of trafficking 
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of women from Jharkhand 
for surrogacy and the babies 
delivered are then sold off.
 According to UNODC’s 
(2013) ‘India Country Assessment 
Report: Current Status of Victim 
Service Providers and Criminal 
Justice Actors on Anti Human 
Trafficking’, red light areas exist in 
the districts of Dhanbad, Bokaro 
and Hazaribag. The trafficking 
affected districts include Garwah, 
Sahibganj, Dumka, Pakur, West 
Singhbhum (Chaibasa), Ranchi, 
Palamau, Hazaribag, Dhanbad, 
Bokara, Girdih, Kodarma and 
Lohardaga. Most women trafficked 
from Jharkhand belong to Oraon, 
Munda, Santhal (including 
endangered Pahariya ) and Gond 
tribes, out of which, maximum 
are from Oraon and Munda tribes. 
The Palamau and Garhwa districts 
are highly prone to trafficking for 
child labour in the carpet industry 
in Uttar Pradesh.

 The trafficking from 
Jharkhand, as some of the 
recent rescues reveal, is fairly 
organized. There is a network of 
well organized routes and trains 
that get frequently used by 

the traffickers. Trafficking of 
children from Jharkhand mostly 
takes place through the well 
organized placement agencies in 
metropolitan cities. The traffickers 
and the placement agents of 
the tribal states like Chattisgarh, 
Jharkhand, Orissa and West 
Bengal work in close network. 
These agencies take advantage 
of the legal loopholes to traffick 
mostly innocent girls in the name 
of providing employment. The 
trafficked victims are kept in 
congested rooms, fed barely 
enough for survival and finally 
put into extreme conditions 
of forced labour. The luckier ones 
land in a Óothi’ as a domestic 
help. The others are sold in 
marriage or to a brothel where 
they suffer never-ending abuse in 
all forms. Many cases of sexual 
abuse by the placement agency 
have been recorded by police. 
The agencies do not pay them 
and ensure that the employers 
pay the agencies instead of the 
employed person. Some even 
experience sexual abuse at the 
hands of the employers apart 
from physical abuse. 
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 Human trafficking is the result of the interplay of multiple 
factors like situational, social and personal that make persons 
vulnerable to being trafficked. The agencies mostly target the children 
of age group 11-16 who remain tight lipped even after exploitation. 
It is also noticed that school going girls and boys are equally 
vulnerable to the risk of trafficking. Jharkhand faces a huge 
problem of child labour. The state has been running the National 
Child Labour Project in Garwah, Sahibganj, Dumka, Pakur, West 
Singhbhum (Chaibasa), Gumla, Palamu, Hazaribagh and Ranchi 
districts. However, the state machinery has a long way to go to 
effectively protect trafficked victims, prosecute traffickers, or 
prevent trafficking. The rehabilitation set up is almost non-
existent and probably needs the most work. Political will also 
is lacking to effectively tackle human trafficking plaguing the state. 

 Tribals are also regular migrants to cities. In recent years 
they have been migrating due to lack of employment, poverty, 
displacement, natural calamity and internal conflicts. These push 
factors force them to lose their traditional source of livelihood. 
Adding to this, illiteracy, lack of sustainable employment, poor 
irrigation facilities for agriculture, single crop patterns, lack of 
awareness and political instability make them vulnerable to 
trafficking. Lack of supervision by parents also makes minor girls 
vulnerable to trafficking. It   has been also found that lack of family 
bonding is a common factor in the lives of the victims of human 
trafficking.  A major pull factor is the low sex ratio in some regions 
which create a demand for young girls mostly as brides. 

 Ezekiel 37:1-6 speaks of the vision of the dry bones. 
The dry bones are an expression of despair. The bones of 
the Israelites are dried up, their hope is lost and they are 
completely cut off from life. Finally God gives life to those 
dry bones through the intervention of the prophet. We live 
in the 21st century. When we look around, we find that many 
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tribal people are still deprived of their rights. They are like 
dry bones having no flesh and life in them. The 1971 Synod of 
Catholic Bishops statement ‘Justicio in mundo’ lays emphasis on the 
human dignity of the migrants. In no. 21 it states: 

 They (the migrants) are often forced to leave their own 
country to find work, but frequently find the doors closed in 
their faces because of discriminatory attitudes, or, if they can 
enter, they are often obliged to lead an insecure life or are 
treated in an inhuman manner. The same is true of groups 
that are less well off on the social ladder such as workers and 
especially farm workers who play a very great part in the 
process of development. 

  The foundation of human dignity is in Genesis 1:26. It 
is imperative for us to be the stewards of human dignity. We 
are called to give hope to the tribals that one day their dignity 
will be restored. It is wonderful that our college is doing a 
lot of work for the domestic workers in Delhi. We have been 
showing a path to think and work creatively for them. Still I 
feel that much work is awaiting us. I feel challenged to work 
for the liberation of the domestic workers from the clutches 
of the placement agencies. We are very much aware that the 
victims of trafficking and forced migrants live in a culture of 
silence. They are part of the voiceless of our society. Today, 
the Church is inviting us not to shy away from our call but to 
be bold and to break the culture of silence. Like the biblical 
prophets, our call is to be prophets of our times and to liberate 

the oppressed in order to make this world a better place for 

all to live in.     

        Sch. Roshan Minj SJ (II B.Th.)
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Migration of Mind: Staying Together in Loneliness

  What would it be for me to stay in the 
captivity of migration? How do I feel having 
lost everything and being in an alien land? Till 
yesterday I owned my land and houses and today 
I am forced to leave my own place. I was with my 

family yesterday and today I do not have them with me.  This 
is the kind of story that we usually hear from the one who is 
a migrant living in refugee camps. 

 But there is another form of migration which is more 
threatening and dangerous than being a migrant in the physical 
sense. There is a strong fear of uncertainties of life engulfing 
the heart and leads it to restlessness when a person undergoes 
experiences of migration without being migrated. This would 
sound something strange but it is much more perilous than 



64 Tattvaviveka ‘17

being in a refugee camp. 
There are millions of people 
going through this experience 
of migration even while they 
stay in their own places. They 
are made to feel unwanted, 
unaccepted and treated as 
strangers. It is said that 
words hurt more than actions 
and it is the real feeling of the 
people of North East, Jammu 
and Kashmir and the Tamils in 
Sri Lanka. These people are 
living with the same feeling as 
that of migrants while being in 
their own places. It is obvious 
in our country how the people 
of the seven states of North 
East are thrashed, persecuted 
and assaulted. Likewise, 
the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir are forced to live 
with the same feeling. We are 
aware that there are many 
encroachments by different 
groups under way in the valley 
creating problems for the 
livelihood of the people there. 
In spite of that they strongly 
feel they are fully Indians. 
However, the lack of concern 
and less response from the 
Indian government to the 
constant attacks taking many 
lives and leaving families 

family less has made the 
people feel isolated in their 
own country. Similarly, the 
Tamils in Sri Lanka go through 
the same even after the mass 
killings.

 It is important to know 
the feelings of these people 
who are living as migrants in 
their respective places. The 
feeling of being a migrant in 
their hearts and minds has 
disconnected them from the 
rest of the people. This has 
often deprived them of their 
human rights, namely, right to 
education, right to information 
and even right to life itself. 
The feelings of deprivation, 
disconnection and disrespect 
have taken away the real 
feeling of the citizens of this 
nation. This has affected their 
entire being so strongly and 
dreadfully that they do not 
feel and behave as Indians or 
Sri Lankans. It is not openly 
expressed but it is very much 
practiced in their day to day 
life. One’s feeling of migration 
of mind disconnects and 
poisons one’s life. One goes 
through the emotional and 
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psychological pain of not being accepted and respected and 
thus feel alienated in one’s own native land; as a result, a 
person migrates from all relations and feelings in the mind. 
Migration of mind causes more peril to the life of the people of 
North East, Jammu and Kashmir and the Tamils in Sri Lanka. 
It results in isolating one from the other and diminishing the 
value for the human life. 

 Let us ask ourselves this question: who are we to 
separate anyone on the base of colour, caste, religion and 
language? On the contrary, let us teach the children the 
language of becoming more and more humane and to cultivate 
values of unity, love, harmony and friendship to make our 
earth a living home for all. 

                    Sch. Nicholas SJ (I B.Th.)
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Remembrance…

  “Appa, Appa (Daddy), where are you?” 
asked Augustine. Appa may be in the garden 
shouted Raj from his study room. Raj is the 
younger brother of Augustine. He is pursuing his 
graduation in mathematics from Christian College. 

Their father Arul is in his late seventies with his wrinkled eyes, 
clean-shaven, sitting on an arm chair under a neem tree.  
He is in sandal colour-lined shirt and checked lungi. Appa, 
Appa…why Appa is not turning at all? Arul’s house is with a 
red roof having a hall, two bed rooms and a kitchen. A small 
rose garden gives an attractive look to the front of the house. 
Bamboo fences from four sides protect the house safe and 
sound. Augustine with sky blue shirt, black trousers, violet tie 
on his shirt and an executive bag on his left arm, enters the 
house. He has completed M.Sc., M.Phil and is working as a 
Professor in Mathematics department of St. Joseph’s College. 
He gives his first salary to his father and says, “Today is the 
happiest day in my life. Please bless me and take the money.” 
Arul says, “No... no... you keep it. Augustine keeps his first 
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salary on the right ringed palm of his father. Tears from the 
eyes of Arul drops on the right steady hand of Augustine. He 
asks his father, “Appa why are you crying? Arul’s memory 
takes him back to 30 years or so…”

 Arul was the fourth son in his family. When he was ten 
years old, his father died. He could not continue his study 
after fifth standard due to the economic constrains of the 
family. Then he was going to tea estate for work. When Arul 
was in his 20s his eldest brother got married and started 
to live separately. After a year the second brother too got 
married and went to Canada. Now Arul, his third brother 
and his mother lived together. Arul was the only responsible 
man in his family. He was the breadwinner of the family. The 
third brother also got married and did not worry about his 
mother and younger brother. When Arul was 25 his mother 
was already 65 years old. He was working in the estate for 
many years. As he was working for many years, he got many 
friends. Then he found a girl who could understand his heart 
very much. He was also very close to her. He found that this 
girl was suitable to be his partner. He married her. One day 
as they were plucking tea leaves in the estate, he heard a big 
sound,   Dum… Dum… It was a sound of a bomb blast. One 
day as he was walking along the field, he saw a man fully 
blown out due to the bomb blast. 

 Another day a house was demolished. Day after day 
the number of bomb blasts increased. People were in great 
fear. Number of death too was increasing. He found that this 
happened only for Tamil people. The fight between Sri Lankan 
government and LTTE became intense. The Tamil people in 
Sri Lanka started to live with fear. Hours became days. Days 
became months. Months became years. For more than 20 
years people lived with this pain and agony. One day as he 
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was taking supper with his 
wife and children, he said to 
his wife, “Stella shall we go to 
India?” Every day our Tamil 
people die due to the war. Our 
life has become miserable. We 
live here with great fear and 
pain. Stella asked him, “If we 
go to India, where we shall 
live? We don’t have any place 
there.”

 “One of our relatives 
Soosai, lives there. We will 
ask him to give a piece of 
land, said Arul. People from 
his place and other side also 
started to leave.” Like this 
many started to leave their 
own house, relatives, to go 
to India. Within a week Arul 
packed all his belongings. He 
paid 20,000 to a boat wala as 
each one has to pay Rs. 5,000 
per head. The first day the 
boat did not start the journey 
due to the flowing of wind. On 
the second day people were 
ready with their belongings 
but the atmosphere was not 
conducive. The third day the 
weather was very pleasant 
to travel. The boat was 
ready. People loaded their 
belongings. Arul also loaded 

his belongings and took his 
wife and children.             

  He waved his hand as the 
mark of leaving the place. 
The boat landed in an island. 
Nobody knew what the island 
was. They stayed there for 
a night. The next day they 
continued their journey 
and reached a place called 
Rameshwaram. Arul, his wife 
and children stayed there for 
a week. Then he contacted 
Soosai and informed him about 
his stay in Rameshwaram. 
Soosai took them to his village 
called Vellanur. Soosai gave 
a broken building to Arul. 
Arul and his wife cleaned the 
building and the place around. 
Then they arranged their 
belongings. People and place, 
houses, churches, temples, 
schools in Vellanur looked 
new to Arul and his wife. His 
children found other children 
of their village and started to 
play with them. Arul had Rs. 
3,000 in his hand. He said to 
his wife, we need to work for 
our livelihood. They went for 
ploughing, cultivating, and 
all the works available in the 
village. Some days they could 
get work and some days they 
remained idle. They decided to 
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open a petty shop.  In the long run it became a grocery shop. 
Whatever they earned, they had to spend it for provision. Arul 
knew stitching also. With his money he bought an old sewing 
machine from one of the villagers. As Stella ran the grocery 
shop, Arul could spend time in stitching old clothes. They 
started to keep some amount in their savings. He sent his 
children to government school. One day Stella was suffering 
from stomach pain. Arul admitted her to a hospital. They 
found her having cancer. Arul spent all his savings to meet the 
medical expenses for Stella. She was operated. The operation 
was not successful. On a Saturday morning she could not bear 
a pain anymore and breathed her last. Hours became days. 
Days became months. Months became years. His eldest son 
finished schooling, and entered college. Arul was determined 
that his children to study well. He often told his peer group, 
“I did not have chance to study, let my children study.” The 
first son became a professor and the second son is doing his 
graduate study.

 As tears roll down from his eyes, Arul realized that his 
determination did not go in vain. As he received the money, he 
remembered the first day he landed in India with just Rs. 3,000.  
 

 Sch. Baskar Yesumanickam SJ (III B.Th.)
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Till Yesterday

My friend, it was all that I had till yesterday

knew not the night last I slept in peace

ate, jumped and laughed in the lap of  freedom

never thought fate will separate us one day.

Quite dark as it was, when I walked always in shame,

and despair overshadowed my ray of  hope.

Was I a fool to walk away from the destination? I ponder now

But that was all I could do amongst those monsters.

Life meant full of  possibilities and awaiting fortunes,

but hostile moments were a part of  the conspiracy.

Shattered were my dreams when the storm took a toll

and hit the soul so unkindly,

Overnight we became strangers on our own soil.

There was nothing much to hold onto, my friends,

robbed, threatened and forced to flee for life.
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Who is at fault I ask, is it the religion, or the fate, I ask.

Isn’t my life worth even a penny or the birds of  the sky?

Having grown in the heaven of  joy and freedom

unfavourable time-tested moments drove me out

rowing aimlessly towards the scarlet dusk in grief,

travelling towards an unfamiliar shore of  life,

longing for someone to lend me ears to whisper in, yet I knew

that glorious future was merely a memoir of  yesterday.

But yesterday’s memories are dreams of  today and the future to come,

Is not endurance and patience her infinite love?

And the raging hatred for enemies fades away, 

changing everything into showers of  blessings.

The trees, the mountains and the rivers shall certainly witness

the world reconciling humbly one day.

A gentle breeze carries the whisper of  this hope as it blows by

that the earth will be a heavenly abode soon

and the sweet rain pouring from heaven above 

to set the spring on a long stride. 

Sch. Arun Lucas SJ (II B.Th.)
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“No one leaves home unless home is the mouth of a 
shark”.                                                               The Fresh Quote

I am in favour of migration; I simply want to control the num-
bers.                                                                Michael Gove

Migrants are an asset to every country where they bring their labour. Let us 
give them the dignity they deserve as human beings and  then the respect 
that they deserve as workers.                                                                 Juan Somavia                                                                               

How often in the Bible the Lord asks to welcome migrants and for-
eigners, reminding us that we too are foreigners.        Pope Francis

Although mountains may guide migrations, the plains are the re-
gions where people dwell in greatest numbers.   Ellsworth Huntington

...To live contrary to one’s reason is ...most intoler-
able...                                                                 Leo Tolstoy
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Fr. General’s Visit to Vidyajyoti
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The hungry ask us for dignity, not for charity.                                   
                                    Pope Francis

History in its broadest aspect is a record of man’s migrations 
from one environment to another.               Ellsworth Huntington

When we have sealed the outer border and thus stopped the 
illegal migration, we can talk about any solution.     Viktor Orban

Migrants and refugees are not pawns on the 
chessboard of humanity.                      Pope Francis

One thing is undeniable. If we are going to continue to have support 
for migration, we need to be able to control the numbers. Michael Gove                                  

We have a Lord who is capable of crying with us, capable of 

walking with us in the most difficult moments of life.   Pope Francis
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In Search of a New Promise Land

  Migration is a global phenomenon. It is a 
human reality. It is not an event that is of recent 
origin. It is as old as human history itself. Migration 
has been part and parcel of human existence, 
evolution, progress and development. Thousands 
of people migrate in and around the world every 

day.  Various circumstances, events and situations compel 
people to migrate. Some people migrate due to displacement 
which occurs due to war and conflicts, natural and created 
disasters or by the Government machinery for the purpose 
of national development or business relations; some due 
to economic hardships and unemployment; and others for 
educational purposes.  In this article I would like to focus on 
the migration of the people of Northeast India to other parts 
of the country.

Migration of the Northeast People

 Northeast India consists of eight states-Arunachal 
Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, 
Sikkim and Tripura. It is inhabited by a large number of people 
belonging to various tribal communities, speaking different 
languages and has varied social and cultural traditions. There 
are also few other people from other communities who have 
come to live in Northeast as a result of migration. The entire 
Northeast region is somehow cut-off from the mainland 
India due to its geographical location. This region was not 
known to the rest of the world until the coming of the British 
who annexed the North East region and brought it under its 
governance and exposed the region to the world outside. After 
the British left and when India attained its independence, the 
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region was incorporated into 
the Indian Union. 

 It is interesting to note 
that the migration of the people 
of Northeast is very unique. 
While migration in general 
involves people of all walks 
of life, the migration of the 
people from Northeast region 
involves only some specific 
types of people. The migrants 
from the region are mostly 
those who are economically 
well-off, educated and qualified 
professionals. Hence, migration 
seems to be not as a result of 
poverty though it may be one 
of the factors. Here, we shall go 
into some of the situations that 
force people to migrate from 
the region to other states of 
mainland India.  

 The Northeast region 
is still isolated, segregated 
and alienated in many ways 
even after many years of 
Independence from foreign 
rule. On the whole it is a 
much neglected region of the 
Indian Union. There is lack of 
Government initiative, both 
State and Central Government, 

in bringing progress and 
development in the region. Apart 
from this, there is also political 
instability in the region. Added 
to it, the corrupt government 
machinery has weakened the 
political situation of the region 
which results in lack of trust of 
the people in the government 
and political establishment. 

  The region suffers 
major problems of communal 
violence, ethnic conflicts, political 
unrest, insurgency and cessation 
movements. The deployment of 
the army and the application of 
AFSPA in a desperate attempt 
by the Central Government to 
crush the unrest in the region 
have brought about a crisis 
situation. The law and order 
keepers turn molesters, rapists 
and murderers. As a result, the 
security and serene life style of 
the innocent people are gravely 
affected. Therefore, deprivation 
of their basic human rights 
and threat for life made many 
people of the region look for 
a place that will secure their 
life and rights.Moreover, this 
region lacks vocational, 
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technical and quality education facilities and higher education. 
Young people, who want to become successful in life, look 
for educational institutions outside the region that would help 
them achieve their dreams.  

 Employment opportunities are very bleak and scanty 
throughout the region. Inadequate industrialization makes 
employment opportunities rather low. The major employment 
generation machineries in the region are public sectors, 
medium and small scale industries and agriculture.  The 
major reason for this is the lack of state government initiative 
to work towards technological and industrial development 
of the region. Apart from all these, majority of the people 
live in rural areas where they are deprived of various basic 
necessities of life. Thus, a large section of the citizens live in 
poverty. The hardships of life in the region make the people, 
especially the youth to leave their place and move to other 
parts of the country for job opportunities. 
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Besides, in many states of the Northeast region, 
there is inaccessibility of quality health care services. There 
is shortage of man power and medical colleges for better 
healthcare services. Therefore, many people who can afford 
move out of the region to mainland India to have better health 
care facilities.

 The destinations of Northeast migrants are mainly the 
metropolitan cities like Delhi, Chennai, Bangalore, Mumbai, 
and other important cities of India. Though many of the 
northeasterners find jobs easily in the metropolitan cities, 
both in private as well as in public sector because of their 
fluency in English and their personality, life in the newly found 
land has not always been easy for them. There are many 
challenges they face and they ward these off on daily basis. 
Many of them face verbal, physical, sexual and emotional 
abuses in the workplace, educational institutions and the 
localities where they reside. They face discrimination and 
exploitation of all kinds by the employers and the landlords. 
The employers don’t pay the amount due to them while the 
house owners over-charge them. They are called foreigners 
and insulted with derogatory terms. Due to these factors they 
face security and identity threat. 

Christian Perspectives and the task of Christian life

 In the history of salvation, the poor, the suffering, 
the lowly, the neglected and the marginalized have a special 
place. The Bible has clear accounts and narratives of the 
‘no’ people becoming the people of God. The history of the 
Israelites is full of God’s intervention in making the broken, 
torn and hopeless people whole. When the People of Israel 
became immigrants and slaves in Egypt, God did not let them 
perish. He chose Moses to free and lead His people out of 
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Egypt to the Promised Land- the land that he had promised 
to his faithful servant, Abraham. Later, during the Babylonian 
exile, God did not leave them orphans. He sent prophets to 
comfort and bring consolation to them. 

 God’s infinite goodness is beyond compare. Incarnation 
is a proof that “God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son” (Jn 3:16).  Jesus emptied himself of his divine glory and 
took the form of a slave and took birth in the human form 
(Phil 2:7) and lived among the people (Jn 1:14).  In order to 
bring comfort and solace and to feel solidarity with the poor, 
the suffering and the lowly, the new born Jesus began his 
earthly life as a migrant. He and his family fled to Egypt to 
escape the violent King Herod (Mt 2:13-15) who sought to kill 
the new born Jesus. Later, during his public ministry, Jesus 
identifies himself with the strangers, the poor, the sick and 
the suffering. His teaching, preaching and good deeds indicate 
that the Kingdom of God is open to all. It is a kingdom where 
“there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or 
free, there is no longer male or female; for all are one” in Him  
(Gal 3:28). 

 The task of our Christian life is, as Saint Paul in his letter 
to the Philippians says: “Let the same mind be in you that was 
in Christ Jesus” (Phil 2:5). Christ dined with the sinners and 
the tax collectors. He fed the hungry. He healed the sick. He 
comforted the afflicted. He gave sight to the blind. He has ‘set 
an example before us so that we do as he has done’ (Jn13:15). 
Thus, our call as Christians and as true followers of Christ is to 
be mindful of the lowly, the migrants and refugees; proclaim 
the Gospel of joy, preserve human dignity, promote peace and 
justice, being the agents of reconciliation and show solidarity 
with them. 
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 We are sojourners here on earth. We are pilgrims of 
faith. We are spiritual migrants who are in search of a true 
home. “Our citizenship is in heaven” (Phil 13:20).  “For here 
we have no lasting city, but we are looking for the city that is 
to come.” (Heb 13:14). Thus, each and every one of us should 
strive to reach that city that is eternal and should help others 
too to reach that eternal city. 

Sch. Barister  Khongrymmai SJ(II B.Th.)



83Tattvaviveka ‘17

“O Migration” – The Cry of a Migrant

O Migration, are you a journey or are you a destiny?

Like a fortune-wheel, how people yearn for thee!

Where fate and survival are at its conflict’s best

And the ‘migrants’ crave for life’s revival and peaceful rest.

  O Migration, what do you have to offer?

  Do we dream of  wealth and money in a coffer?

  Poverty and hunger has ripped up our pockets

  In cry and desperation we book our tickets.

O Migration, Can’t you see the pain that has drenched us 

Please be courteous to fill our bellies that will quench us,

Life is so uncertain that our future is dreary

We have lost our lands, wealth; and our hope is gloomy

  O Migration, wipe our tears and make us joyful

  Just like we dream of  a wonderland  of  abundance and bounty

  Where our family and children can shine and achieve

  The things that we were deprived of  will now be in our sleeves.

O Migration, do not deceive us now and be so nasty,

I beg the Lord that our ‘move’ towards El Dorado is not hasty

Give us Lord that opportunity – to dream a life of  happiness and tranquility,

So that our pursuit of  well-being may be a step towards eternity.

Sch. Malcolm Edgar Barreto SJ, 

     (I B.Th.)
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Towards a Theology of Migration

Migration has become a great concern in 
today’s world rather than an interesting subject 
matter. The victims of the atrocities connected with 
migration are not just subjects to be studied upon 
rather they are groups of human persons. United 
Nations defines migrant as a person who moves 

to a country other than his/her usual residence for a period 
of at least a year. In addition, there is also internal migration 
in which people in large number move usually from rural to 
urban areas within a country.However, migration is not just 
a movement in search of better opportunities or caused by 
some external forces whether it is economic or communal 
but it involves parting away from one’s own land and living 
conditions. It is important to note that one out of every 10 
persons in a developed country is a migrant or a refugee 
while in a developing country it is one out of 70. 
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Reasons for increased migration

There are several factors leading to migration varying 
from social, economic, religious, etc. Some of those reasons 
are listed here though often, the factors are subject to change 
in certain areas.

1. The supply and demand of labour in under-developed 
and developed / developing countries respectively.

2. Globalisation affects cultural shaping of the societies 
and provides new opportunities. Migration has become 
a rational and dynamic effort to seek for and grab such 
new opportunities.

3. Poverty and inequality between and within countries 
where number of persons living below poverty line is 
directly proportional to migration.

4. Cheaper international transport and modern means 
of technology and communication is also promoting 
migration.

5. Human trafficking either for sexual or labour exploitation 
which is blooming recently.

6. Conflicts arising across the globe wherein the civilians 
are either deliberately attacked or caught between the 
warring factions. It is said that about 30 major conflicts 
are going on across the world at any point of time.
Fundamentalism has been the recent major reason for 
migration.

7. Political instability locally or at national level also has 
contributed to violence followed by migration. This 
also includes historical aspirations of certain groups for 
nationhood and independent form of government as 
we see in Kashmir and North-east India. 
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8. Economic motivation also plays a vital role where the 
government drive out its citizens to other countries rich 
in natural resources often citing military reasons.

Effects of migration

Migration though, may appear leading to brighter prospects 
in terms of economic growth of a country, affects the country 
collectively at the same time affects the human persons and 
their lives too. It has a number of adverse effects such as,

1. Over-crowding of certain areas while other areas (rural) 
are emptied.

2. Separation from one’s land, kith and kin.

3. Exploitation at various levels.

4. Violence and abuse of the migrants.

5. Frustration resulting in abuse by the migrants.

6. Forced recruitment into certain illegal groups.

7. Lack of education.

8. Loss of self-worth and dignity.

9. Attack on human rights.

10. Conflicts between the migrants and the locals.

Recent trends in Migration

Colonialism and trade saw movement of people from the 
colonising countries to the colonies and within themselves in the 
name of trade, education, administration, and development. 
Nowadays, there is a change in the trend beginning with the 
motivation for such movements and the way such movements 
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are viewed. There have been 
three great movements 
happened in the last century. 
With the fall of communists 
and break-up of the Soviet 
Union, there has been a mass 
movement of people from 
the East European countries 
to the west. Secondly, North 
America witnessed more 
number of people flocking 
towards its shores from 
countries from the central and 
South America. Thirdly, we 
see the movement of people 
in large numbers from Africa, 
Middle East and China to 
European Union and USA. 

After the Sept.11, 2001 
Twin Tower attack and more 
recent infiltrations by the 
ISIS, growing suspicions have 
led to consider immigration 
as a major issue in developed 
countries. It has been a great 
concern for the successive 
governments in the US and 
now the present American 
President has very recently 
banned the immigrants from 
Syria and six other mostly 
Muslim populated countries. 
This ban has already received 

criticisms from certain 
humanitarian and religious 
sects. Across the world, the 
official number of migrants is 
kept at 214 million that is to 
say, 1 out of every 33 persons 
in the world is living away from 
his/her homeland. Christians 
make the largest number 
with 105 million persons 
(49%) living in foreign lands. 
42million people in the world 
are forcibly uprooted from 
their homelands out of which 
16 million are refugees.

Migration in the Bible

The Holy Bible speaks 
about the migrants and refugees 
at various instances, though the 
terms used are strangers and 
sojourners. The first migration 
mentioned in the Bible would 
be that of Adam and Eve when 
they were forcibly moved out of 
the Garden of Eden caused by 
their disobedience resulting in 
Divine judgment. Then it was 
the judgment pronounced on 
Cain who must wander for 
murdering his brother Abel 
(Gen. 4:12-16). Abraham 
moved from his home-country 
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Ur, and settled in a foreign land for which Yahweh bestowed 
blessings on the entire human race. Jacob and his children 
moved to Egypt in search of food during the famine in their 
homeland and were received well by the foreigners. The 
slaves from Egypt called as Hebrews wandered for forty years 
in the desert and finally entered into the Promised Land as 
settlers (migrants) there. The migration and movements 
continued in the life of the chosen race as they were further 
taken into deportation to Assyria and later to Babylon. David, 
the greatest king of Judah in whose lineage the Messiah 
arrives, comes from the Immigrant Ruth. After the birth 
of Jesus, Joseph and Mary had to flee to Egypt in order to 
protect the Divine child from the cruel hands of Herod. Jews 
continued to live as diaspora race across the Roman Empire. 
The people of the Way had to face persecutions by the rulers 
and constantly move from place to place seeking protection. 
Thus God’s journey with human race, in and through Israel 
and later with Jesus and the church, has been centred on the 
theme of movement and migration.

Theological Significance

Migration is not considered as a punishment by God for 
the sins of the people. The story of being slaves (exploited 
migrants) and wanderers in the desert was considered to be 
a matter of pride for the Israelites as they kept remembering 
and singing the memory, not focussing on their difficulties but 
on their experience of God’s Grace and Love. “The people of 
Godå came into existence through a migration experience.
Thus being migrant is never a divine curse. However, the 
control and manipulation of some cause all havoc for the 
migrants and refugees today. 

Migration can also be a way to experience the love and 
care of God where we need to trust in God’s providence more 
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as the Israelites were called to do while moving out of Egypt. 
The mystery of Incarnation is another beautiful experience 
of hope and joy for the migrant communities today. Jesus, 
the second person of the Trinity chose to be born as a human 
being, though he was in the form of God. This movement of 
migration was from the Divine status to that of human. It 
was also an illegal migration in the sense that God enters 
the womb of Mary even before she is legally married and is 
living with her husband. The purpose of this migration was to 
enable all the unrighteous who are alienated from God and 
their true homeland, to reach their destiny. Further, Jesus 
chose to be born in an immigrant family which had to move 
to their ancestral land Bethlehem from the city of Nazareth. 
Thus Jesus had been living as a migrant both spiritually 
(Divine-human migration) and physically (Judea-Galilee) too. 
Moreover, Jesus chose to be an itinerant preacher moving all 
around Israel-Palestine territory. Christianity is called to be 
a missionary religion. Jesus’ call to go all over the world to 
make disciples of all nations (Mt. 28) is a call to face the 
difficulties that the migrants face today in their living away 
from their homelands. 

Mt. 25 calls us to be highly considerate towards the 
Strangers, who would be the migrants and refugees in today’s 
context. It’s not something new for Jesus but as a person 
well rooted in Jewish context would certainly call for such 
care for the strangers. Old Testament law gave at-risk, group 
status to sojourners along with the poor, widows and orphans. 
They were allowed to harvest the edges of the fields (Lev. 19: 
9-10), special tithe used to be collected for their sustenance 
(Deut. 14:28-29), fair wages with no exploitation (Ex. 23), 
rest on Sabbath for them (Ex. 20:10), and were allowed to 
participate in religious festivals (Lev. 16:29, Ex. 12:45-49, 
Deut. 26:11). The book of Prophet Isaiah says that fasting is 
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unacceptable to the Lord, if they do not help the sojourners. 
These understanding results from the personal experience 
of Israel as being Migrants themselves at various places and 
times where they experienced Yahweh’s special love for them 
as sojourners (Deut. 10: 12-22). The New Testament too 
refers Christians as sojourners or strangers in this world (I 
Pet. 2:11, Heb. 11:13, Eph. 2:12, 19) and Christian life as a 
life of citizens of another kingdom living in this world.

Where does the Church stand?

The church has been very active in its involvement 
fighting for the cause of the refugees and the migrants. In the 
early Christian times, there have been instances of Christians 
sheltering the political and religious refugees. In the last two 
centuries, the Catholic Church has been raising her voice 
strongly in favour of refugees and migrants. The Catholic 
Social teaching speaks of individual rights to move in order to 
sustain one’s own life and family. At the same time it also calls 
the countries to have controlled immigration with Justice and 
Mercy at their borders. After the World War II, Europe saw a 
great migration where people moving to new places in search 
of food, shelter and a better standard of living. Pope Pius XII 
wrote Exsul Familia placing the Church squarely on the side of 
those seeking a better life by fleeing their homes.

In PACEM IN TERRIS, Pope John XXIII, calls for peace 
in the world where he rightly speaks about the refugees and 
migrants affirming the universal declaration of human rights 
that speaks of the rights of everyone to move and reside 
within borders and to leave or return to one’s own country at 
any time. He further affirms the membership of the migrants 
in the human family which reiterates their rights as human 
persons including the right to enter a country where hopes 
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for the person and his/her dependents seem more optimistic. 
Pope Francis calls for a world where no one to be excluded. 
According to him the only solution for the problem of refugees 
is having solidarity with them. He urges everyone to deal with 
the refugees with compassion and care.

Breaking the barriers

There is an urgent need for people to realise the importance 
of equitable mode of development which necessitates the 
migrants with skills and high education return to the countries of 
their origin and be the agents of development there. However, 
this could not be a justified reason for the exploitation and 
persecution of the refugees. There are several other peaceful 
ways in which peace can be established in troubled areas of 
migration and attempts have been made near the tensed borders. 
These include organising volleyball matches at the border with 
respective teams on their sides, holding picnics to the borders 
and sharing food with each other, celebrating Eucharistic where 
sharing peace becomes a moving experience, organising 
Christmas plays and Carol services near the borders, etc. 
Such activities must be promoted and certainly joint prayer 
services and celebration of Eucharist would certainly become 
a source of unity and peace. The physical barriers would be 
demolished on its own when the barriers between people are 
removed.

The experiences of the migrants and refugees have 
been full of hope for life on one hand and death on the other. 
Revelation envisions a new world which would be a world 
with no borders, a world which would accept the migrants 
as their own brothers and sisters. We must strive towards 
such a world fearing not the ‘other as hell’ but ever looking 
forward to build our identity in community of people with no 
differences. As Christians we must always remember that we 
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are pilgrim people united in the Body of Christ, sent by him to 
be missionaries to strangers in need. 

“ You are no longer strangers and sojourners, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, built upon the foundation of the Apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone” 
Eph. 2:19-20.

             Sch. Antony Prabhu SJ 

      (II B.Th.)
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The  Unknown Prophets and  Unrecognized  
Contibutors

  People often migrate from one place to 
another for various reasons. They carry a message to 
their new world; they want to tell the world that their 
brokenness is part of a larger story. Why can’t that 
story be something like the exodus of the Israelites? 

Often, they appear to me as the unknown or unrecognized 
prophets. They have a message for the world but the world turns 
its back on them. Their message is of vulnerability, instability, 
poverty, deprivation, humiliation, and inexplicable fears, which 
lies as a hard slap on the face of the world. This unfortunate 
scenario is a serious threat to the peaceful co-existence of 
everyone. They sail in the crammed up boats and ships across 
seas with no guarantee of witnessing another sunrise. Numerous 
groups of people walk for months across borders legally or illegally 
to save their lives, leaving behind the message that their rights 
and identity have been violated. Breathing with a constant denial 
of identity, having a frugal existence, which is undesirable rather 
than searching for a purpose in life, they long to see another day 
with promises full of life again.
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Overview: We are familiar with the concepts of tagging the 
migrants as in-migrants, out-migrants or gross-migrants 
etc. but there has been hardly any notice on the impact of 
the message the migrants and the immigrants have tried to 
communicate to the world for years. Failing to respond to 
the problems and ignoring the impact of the consequences, 
has perpetuated permanent displacements, too late to repair. 
Millions of people emigrate from their countries to USA, 
Canada, Germany and France where the population explosion 
is a matter of concern. There is a large number of migrations 
within the countries as well. While the birth rate continues to 
increase exponentially, the death rate is also increasing due 
to migrations. Our wants and needs are also increasing day by 
day. Those who are fortunate succeed in filling the vacuum of 
wants and to those who try to make their both the ends meet 
fate shrugs away with a sad smile. The change in demography 
instead of creating havoc has in fact contributed to the wealth 
of the nation. Every country is capable of accommodating the 
immigrants, provided the country’s resources are mobilized. 
There is an uncanny resemblance in the problems faced by 
the migrants and the immigrants, thus forcing them into a 
constant run of a forced exile. The plight continues and will 
continue in the future as it had always been; yet studying the 
factors instrumental for the migration might stir our hearts 
to become more sensitive towards these vulnerable sections.  

Globalization: Though globalization is a recent phenomenon 
the impact of it is beyond measures. It has, no doubt, brought 
revolution in the world of media, information, science and 
technology. It has also influenced people’s understanding, 
attitude, behaviours, characters, etc., but is there a negative 
impact on the people too? Certainly yes because ‘what is positive 
today’ can be turned into negative tomorrow as one wants. 
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Information can be diluted 
or watered down and science 
can be misused as we can see 
from our past experiences, like 
in the case of nuclear power 
or the open abuse of media 
and technology. Those who 
have money buy even the 
media which can campaign and 
propagate wrong messages 
in a positive manner. One 
advertisement is enough to 
seduce the simple minds and 
paralyze the innocent dreams. 
But the larger issue is that 
since all these information, 
science, and technology have 
become powerful tools of the 
rich and the corrupt leaders, 
the poor people suffer. As a 
result, there is unemployment, 
poverty, violence and all sorts 
of crimes existing in our world. 
Due to globalization, the wants 
of people have increased and 
the needy continue to remain 
in the same state. Globalization 
has affected the culture of the 
people, authenticity of their 
lives and their very identity 
itself. Family bonds and 
relationship among people 
have become so artificial that 
one does not fear or hesitate 
to kill one’s own kith and kin. 

When life becomes insecure 
and there is no further means 
of survival people do migrate 
and immigrate to other places. 
Though globalization has helped 
people to overcome ghetto 
mentality it is also thoroughly 
misunderstood and abused to its 
zenith. Therefore life is unstable 
and uncertain for so many. 

Economy: The economy of 
a country depends upon the 
way it utilizes and mobilizes 
its money in the best way with 
honest policies. The economy 
is also affected by the migrants 
and immigrants as they are 
active agents in the process of 
production and consumption. 
If we take for instance Delhi, 
there is a very large migrant 
population from all over the 
country. First of all there are 
women who are brought from 
the Northern, Eastern and Central 
plains for domestic and all kinds 
of ‘menial’ jobs. Delhi also has 
migrants who are employed in big 
companies and in civil services. 
Their consumption of goods and 
services is enormous. 



101Tattvaviveka ‘17

 Therefore, naturally the economy of Delhi is enormously 
affected by the migrant population. Their share in the stock 
market is large and so they can affect the growth of Delhi 
and can become the ultimate game changers. Immigrant 
population cannot be ignored; a good number of institutions 
and organizations are held by the people of other countries. 
They strengthen the banking system of the country by their 
regular investments and savings. Though some are just 
temporary, they still are a part of the GDP rate of India. Today, 
a country cannot be fully organized and governed by its own 
people. For instance, there are products that are sold only to 
the foreigners. Even the people who are staying around the 
landfill area of Jahangirpuri, Ghazipur, and Okhla are mostly 
migrants from Bihar, Orissa, and Jharkhand make a positive 
contribution to the growth of our economy.

Human Resource: Some of the best works of literature are 
by people from other countries. For example, a Spaniard got 
the best literature award in Gujarat. The local people become 
resourceful as a result of the migrants and immigrants working 
together. Some of the best woollen garments are made and 
sold by people of Tibet in the many Tibetan markets found in 
India. Bangladeshi goods and garments are popular not only 
in Calcutta but in all parts of India. Some specialized services 
are provided only by particular groups like Sikhs, Biharis, etc. 
Civil services and private companies alike employ people from 
other states. There are companies which have a strategy of 
selecting men and women preferably from outside the state. 
Young students who finish engineering in their own states get 
placed in other states. When life takes strong roots in a land, 
people tend to settle down in that comfort zone. It is very 
common among leaders, actors and businessmen to migrate 
and settle at the place of their success and professional 
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interests. A lot of monasteries and Buddhist temples are built 
in India. They help people in their spiritual needs besides 
catering for their material needs as well. Migrant workers are 
found everywhere, for building bridges, companies, houses 
and apartments. Missionary works in India were initiated by 
the people from Western countries. Many foreigners especially 
the Portuguese and French are still in India continuing with 

some or the other businesses. 

Education: As we know knowledge is power and today 
education is one of the means for the young people to explore 
new states and countries. We find students from Northeast 
almost everywhere. They take risk to go to new places for 
education and jobs. Though they are ill-treated at times by 
the locals, they share their knowledge and mutually learn 
other cultures. Migration has led people to discover new 
ideas, theories, species of plants and animals, etc. Students 
are enabled to tap resources through learning. Through 
interaction and sharing they establish new relationships. The 
rich and diverse culture of India is shared mutually by one 
another. Migration has opened the doors of new heaven where 
people are able to appreciate one another by encountering 
new situations. The young minds are very sharp today to pick 
up anything new and beautiful. While technology is the best 
tool to communicate and enhance social life, there is also 
greater amount of freedom that let people to mingle and care 
for each other. Students are able to open their minds to go 
out of their little world in search of truth, knowledge and new 
life. Sometimes people living in other states forget their own 
language and culture while adapting the new language and 
culture. They not only learn new culture and language but also 
enhance other’s lives. Though there are ethnic and territorial 
problems, to a large extent people are tolerant by nature.    In 
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spite of all these, migrants suffer from alienation too. Those 
who cannot afford to earn well, often land up in slums while 
immigrants who are forced to flee, land up in refugee camps. 
As a result the children are deprived of education. The Inter-
State Migrant Workmen Act of 1979, International Migration 
Law (IML), The Immigration (carrier’s liability) Act of 2000, 
Refugee services and NGOs try to protect the rights of 
migrants and immigrants especially women and children and 
yet violence and crimes inflicted on them is still enormous. 

Conclusion: Of the many crisis and problems such 
as environment, terrorism, corruption, etc. migration, 
immigration and human rights have drawn everyone’s 
attention. It is because the rich and powerful control the 
wealth of their countries that they have destabilized the lives 
of so many people. Waging war for selfish motives, violating 
human rights, applying life threatening strategies are posing 
huge challenges for everyone. Every moment counts and 
every penny does matter for the migrants to stabilize their 
lives. They need me and you to reach out to them and remind 
them that life must go on, in spite of all sufferings and 
disappointments. I think this is the message that we have 
to carry home to ourselves and to all those waiting for us 
somewhere. 

                             Sch.Arun Lucas SJ (II B.Th.)

“You can leave your place you are sitting 
at without leaving that place either 

by playing music or by listening to music! 
Music is a migration to the unknown!” 

Mehmet Murat ildan
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North to South

During the recent years three phases 
of migration have taken place in the Adivasi-
populated States of Chattisgarh, Jharkhand, 
Odisha and Bengal.

The First Phase: This is the migration of young 
Adivasi women to metropolitan cities. The reason is that there 
is nothing in the house or village to occupy these women in 
a profitable and meaningful way. After the mono-crop paddy 
is harvested in their tiny plots of land they find that it lasts 
only for a few months. So, instead of sitting at home idling 
and starving, they feel it is better to go to a town or city 
and work as house-keepers in urban middle-class families. 
They are not fully aware of the risks and dangers involved. 
They get in touch with some middle-men or women and take 
off often without even informing and getting the consent of 
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their parents. They land up in 
metros like Delhi or Mumbai, 
completely at the disposal 
of middlemen or placement-
agencies. They have no say on 
their employers, type of work, 
wages, living conditions, etc. 
Their number is estimated in 
Delhi alone as 10 lakhs. 

The Second Phase: What I 
call the second phase of tribal 
migration is the seasonal 
migration of whole families to 
northern states. Annually, June 
to December is the monsoon-
fed agricultural season. As the 
food produced in this season is 
insufficient to feed the family 
for the whole year and there is 
no possibility of a second crop 
because of lack of irrigation, 
hundreds of Jharkhandi 
families leave their hearths 
and homes temporarily during 
January to May. Only some 
elderly members are left at 
home to attend to the cattle, 
oxen and goats. Even after 
the separation of Jharkhand 
from Bihar, the government 
continues to ignore this annual 
tragedy. 

The Third Phase: This is 
the recent exodus of Adivasi 
youth to the Southern States 
as casual contract labourers. 
Thousands of them are in the 
states of Karnataka, Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala. They are mostly 
involved in construction work 
in cities as well as in farms 
and plantations. They go there 
either through contacts with 
persons who are already there 
or they are taken in batches 
by contractors or middle-men. 
It is a strange story of the poor 
enabling the rich to live more 
comfortably. Moreover, there 
are young girls who go to 
south for further studies which 
are not available in their own 
home states. Most of them get 
entangled with the middle-
men and sometimes they 
even fall in the enticement of 
wealthy men and lose their 
self respect and dignity. By 
the time they realize that they 
are in the wrong track, it is too 
late for them to come back. 
Thus they ruin their whole life 
and allow themselves to be 
used because they have no 
other options left.
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How can we explain this new phenomenon of thousands of 
Adivasi youth from central Indian States going to south India? 
In my opinion, there are basically two main reasons for this: 

(i) Deepening Poverty: While the Indian economy 
is said to be growing at the fastest rate, poverty 
is deepening in the Adivasi belt of central India. 
Being blessed by nature with rich minerals has 
now become a curse to them. The Indian State, 
controlled and directed by the Corporate Sector, 
has decided to extract the minerals at all costs. The 
protective Constitutional provisions, laws, judicial 
verdicts meant to protect the Adivasis have been 
thrown to the winds. A meager cash compensation 
for their land is thrown at them and they are forced 
to vacate their hearths and homes. Hence the 
younger generation looks elsewhere to survive, and 
the southern States seem to offer limited chances in 
terms of casual contract labour. 

(ii) State Repression: The Adivasi people are not taking 
this exploitative situation lying down. Movements 
of Resistance against the unjust, illegal, forcible 
acquisition of their Jal, Jangal, Jamin have found 
an echo among people at large and some umbrella 
organizations have come up, which have played a 
significant role in turning away most companies 
empty-handed. This includes industrial giants like 
Mittal, Vedanta and Posco. The peoples’ resistance 
has been enhanced by Maoist or Naxal presence 
and very many Adivasi youth have joined these 
forces. State repression is increasing as a result 
to the extent that a small state like Jharkhand has 
about 6000 men and women in its prisons accused 
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as Maoists or Naxals. Any young man or woman 
in naxal-affected areas can be thrown into jail. At 
the same time, the laws which are in favour of the 
Adivasi or Moolvasi, such as The Panchayats which is 
the extension to Scheduled Areas 1996, The Forest 
Rights of Scheduled Castes and other traditional 
forest dwellers Act, 2006, are not implemented. 
So, the principle underlying the present situation 
seems to be one of starving the Adivasis, or shoot 
and finish them. This precarious situation forces a 
number of these young men wanting to get away 
from this insecurity at least for a while and try and 
earn something for the family. This is the reason 
why so many of them have gone to the South in 
search of work. 

In a nutshell, noted historian Ramachandra Guha, writes 
that the Constitution of independent India advocates 
equality of opportunity, where no one would be neglected. 
However, the experience of Adivasis is on the contrary. For, 
it is they who have gained least and lost most from the six 
decades or more of electoral democracy. In terms of access 
to education, healthcare and dignified employment, they 
are worse off than even the Dalits. Meanwhile, millions of 
adivasis have been thrown out of their homes and forests 
to make way for dams, factories and mining projects 
intended for the producers and consumers of urban India. 
Hence, the exploitation and dispossession have continued, 
to be answered by a fresh round of rebellion and disorder. 
It is surely no accident that the greatest gains made by 
the Maoists in the past decade have been in the tribal 
districts of central and eastern India.  

       Sch. Rajesh Sandil SJ (III B.Th.)
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I Want You Back               
I was happy to carry you on my lap, O my dear child.
 You walked around, ran around, played around me.

I was happy to see you smiling, laughing and enjoying life.
I was happy to embrace you. I fed you, clothed you up.
I held your hand to walk and accompanied all along.

I miss you. I want you back.

 I was unable to provide your needs, O my dear child.
I deprived you of  your basic requirements and rights.

I could not educate you nor was I able to give skill training.
Thus you had to leave me and go away from me.
 You were forced to leave village, city and country. 

I miss you. I want you back.

I am worried about your work, stay, company and security.
Poverty has caused you to risk your life with a heavy price.

You work in the factories, restaurants, 
fields and on construction sites.

You work in the sun, rain and cold to fulfill your basic needs.
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I just imagine how they look at you, how they treat you.
 I am hurt and worried.

I miss you. I want you back.
You work in the family; take care of  them as your own.

You have compromised with situation. 
And situation has sold you

You have nothing of  your own, not even your body. My heart bleeds for you.
No more option for you to live with dignity and honour,

Than to become a toy and a commodity in the hands of  others.
I miss you. I want you back.

 Our ancestor’s place is taken away by the multinational company.
We have lost our beautiful land, forest, river and mountain.

We are cheated, looted, displaced and scattered around.
We have nothing of  our own, everything is gone from us.
The company has only false promises to give employment.

But in reality they have chased us out. 
I miss you. I want you back. 

I am sad today. I feel empty and lonely 
My heart is trembling, crying and worrying about you. 

My mind is full of  anxiety and feeling insecurity
My eyes are waiting eagerly for your arrival.

 My ears are longing readily to hear your call.
My hands are opened to embrace you.

Where have you been, where are you, where will you be?
I miss you. I want you back.

Sr.Emrika Dung Dung SRA

              (I B.Th.)
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    Migration: A Simple Love Story
   It is a story of a doctor who came to help 

the migrants who were having no place, shelter 
and money.

He woke up early in the morning everyday as his 
body began to feel the chill of the morning mist. 

His eyes intermittingly began to see an unusual scenario of 
a young girl with ugly and tattering clothes, struggling to fill 
water in an old earthen pot with her baby squeezed to her 
back.

 He, all of a sudden, became conscious and extended 
his helping hand but time seemed to run out of his hand like 
sand, the more he held it in his fist, the quicker it got released 
like a flowing river. He thought she might have noticed his 
act, but as she made her eyes go round. He stood still there 
as a paralysed object. She disappeared in the midst of people 
crowded over there slowly and silently. And he said, “good 
morning, to himself. 

 `It was a sunny day where the Sun was at its best, 
scourging every one with its sweet rays. He made his 
expenditure to know more about that beautiful dream.          
How is he going to get to a person without knowing her name? 
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How can one possibly find her among the thousands of people 
who have put up their tent?Walking through the scourging wind 
made his body dry up. Then he took shelter in an unknown tent. 

 As he approached someone for a glass of water, the 
glimpses of that beautiful dream came true through his tired eyes 
which had no slumber and saw her in Quadrilaterals. As he was 
lost in his thoughts, he could not make her out. He became deaf 
to her voice. Later, when he became conscious, he apologized 
and approached her with a deep silent smile. He asked her name 
that was imprinted in his heart. She flew away without saying a 
word. 

 The following day, as he went on to see her with full of 
hope and joy, singing and rejoicing, not knowing whether his joys 
would have any obstacle, stood awestruck in the midst of people 
gathered around that same tent. A voice crying covered a thousand 
miles to reach his ears. Dashing through the lane of anxiety, he 
was dumbfounded. The cry of a dead heart had no ear to hear. 
No one could see the tears of his eyes that flew like a sparrow. 
She was found dead and her name was Anlina. Once again, he was 
surrounded by his dreadful loneliness…  The doctor is Mr. Lee. It is 
his story.

               Bro. Solomon Xalxo  OFM (II B.Th.)

   Migration
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A Glimpse of the Realities of the 
Tribal Migrants

During my village immersion and experience 
for a month in West Bengal, I had an opportunity to 
interact with Santhals in one of the remote villages. 
They were mostly migrants from Jharkhand. In one 
way, I was gaining a lot of work experiences but 

on the other, I was fully depended on them for my stay there. 
Even though they showed me a kind gesture in welcoming 
me, yet I was disturbed by their plight. This made me think 
and reflect a lot about these Santhal migrants. They used to 
express their plight by saying, “We came here only in search 
of work so that we can have a better life.” 

 This is exactly what most tribals of Chotanagpur belt 
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is going through. They are 
fully dependent on agriculture 
and nature for their livelihood 
throughout the year.  If the 
land is cultivated for a year, 
and it does not bring forth good 
crops as per their expectation 
then they have nothing to barn 
for their livelihood for rest of the 
year. So these have been the 
general situation of the region 
and the tribals are constantly 
grappling with this problem 
every day. 

On venturing into the social 
world of these tribals one could 
experience a sense of freedom and 
goodness. We know that from the 
very beginning these people have 
been living together in their own 
community. In this region there are 
mainly Oraons, Mundas, Kharias, 
Hos, Santhals, Gond and Asurs 
tribals. But the majority of the 
tribals belonged to the Santhals, 
Oraons, Munda and Kharia 
community respectively. Their main 
occupation is agriculture. They are 
hard working people. They work 
hard day and night in their field 

to grow crops. All the members 
of the family join hands to work 
together and generally share 
their responsibilities. They have 
many domestic animals like cows, 
goats, and buffaloes besides hens. 
They also keep dogs as their night 
guards. They believe in community 
spirit and so they help each other 
in their work and cooperate well in 
times of difficulties. They often use 
to form various work groups so as 
to help each other. Their life style 
is very simple and peaceful. They 
never bother about the outside 
world. 

However over the years 
things are not the same as it 
used to be before. There is a 
tremendous growth and change 
in the lives of these tribals. The 
arrival of foreign missionaries to 
the region brought drastic change 
in the lives of the tribals in terms 
of education, religion, culture and 
life style. The missionaries opened 
primary schools and health care 
centers at various places for the 
welfare of the tribals. The tribals 
witnessed a huge progress and 
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change in their life for the first 
time and so they cooperated 
well with the missionaries and 
welcomed them in the region. The 
missionaries went on doing lots 
of developmental works among 
the tribals. They also sowed the 
seeds of Christian faith side 
by side among the tribals. 
One of the great impacts 
which missionaries made 
in the lives of the people 
is the land reformations. 
The missionaries came up 
with a law of CNT Act and 
SPT act that is to preserve 
the tribal land intact with 
the tribals.  And to a great 
extent the missionaries were 
successful to get back the 
tribal land from the clutches 
of the landlords at that time. 
Initially the tribal lands were 
illegally and forcefully taken 
by the landlords of the region. 
In return the tribals got 
nothing but getting oppressed 
and even these landlords 
misbehaved with the tribals 
in many ways. 

At present, the economic 

condition is one of the main 

concerns of these people. The 
metro cities like Kolkata, Delhi, 
Mumbai and Chennai and other 
big cities are becoming places 
for their daily bread. However 
their painful plight does not 
stop there rather their plight 
and oppressions continue and 
the issues are on the rise. 
We know that in this modern 
world money is considered 
as everything. People look up 
to you as long as you have 
wealth and money.  

Some of the places they 
are even socially and politically 
harassed continuously. Their 
agricultural lands, the properties 
back at home are being taken 
away forcefully by the land 
mafia and their agents. In case 
of claiming their rights they are 
threatened and are being beaten 
to death. So these simple tribals 
are afraid and insecure wherever 
they live. As the time passes 
by, their requirements are also 
growing bigger and bigger every 
day. They aspire so much in life 
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but they do not have means to meet their dreams. Therefore their 
many dreams remain unfulfilled. 

These are some of the hard realities which force the 
tribals to move out of their homes and find works outside in 
the cities and towns as daily migrants. 

          

                       Sch. Fuljames Dung Dung SJ (I B.Th)

“God’s love for others does not stop at the border; 
neither should ours.” 

     
    -Dillon Burroughs  
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LOVE: THE FOUNDATION OF THE FAMILY
This play is based on Amoris Laetitia, presented by Second year 
B.Th. students of Vidyajyoti 2016-17 batch. Thanks to our staff 
guides: Frs. Poulose, Alla Stanislaus, Christopher and Sr. Shalini. 
Thanks to three dirctors: David, Marian and Arohit.

SCENE – I

(The voice of thunder from the depths of the valleys heard. A heavy 
wind shatters the trees and the shrubs. Light flashes with the sparks of 
furnace. There appears an Angel of the Lord on the earth dressed white 
garment as that of snow. )

Angel:  Wow! How wonderful is the creation of God! The sun, and 
stars; flowers and birds, and every creature on the earth...... 

Advocate: Hey, you! Who are you? Looking, as if, you ran away from 
some drama company! 

Angel: No... not at all ... ... I... ... I... am a humble servant of God and 
sent by Him to the earth.

Advocate: Servant? Of God? Are you here for some class project? 
Come on... don’t bluff me ......tell me who you are.

Angel: I said, “I am sent by God to the Earth”

Advocate: Ok ... ... Ok... … What made you come down? Anything 
wrong here that you came to set right? 

Angel: I am an Angel of God, and given a command to visit the earth. I 
have not come to set anything right, but to visit families.

Advocate: Families? ...... Why? ......what happened to families?

Angel: Today is the feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 
So God commanded me to go down to the earth and to see how 
the families today resemble the Holy Family. I have to report to 
God about it. 

Advocate: Holy Family! What is it all about? What is there in the family 
to be called Holy? I don’t understand you. I am an advocate; I 
need logical answers; don’t give absurd ones. 
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Angel: Please don’t be annoyed Sir! A family in which love, forgiveness, 
acceptance, understanding, and prayer are present – that family 
is called a holy family. I have come to look for such a family 
on earth.

Advocate: Ahhh ......ahhh! Such an ideal holy family? On earth… You 
will never find it! You will never find it! Better you go back to 
God and tell Him that there is no such Holy family on earth. 

Angel: Sir. Please! I have come with a command and I have to follow 
the command. I will not return without finding one.

Advocate :( Irritated ... ...) Do you think I am stupid to say this? I have 
seen a number of families in the court and I myself have argued 
cases of divorce, murder in the family, husband disowning wife, 
children abandoning elderly parents in old age homes, so on and 
on. There is no holy family on earth. But there are many holes 
in the family!

Angel: What? Divorce? Murder? And Hatred in the families? No, no! 
Not at all! I presume there are love, peace, joy… and forgiveness. 

Advocate : (Interrupts with anger) How on earth can I convince you? 

Assistant: (enters), Sir! What are you doing here? It is time to go to 
court. 

Advocate: It’s time for me to go to court. Today I have to argue a 
case on Legalization of gay and lesbian marriages. I think it is 
a waste of time trying to explain to you. In this world, today 
time is money; I wasted already so much time with you. I am 
leaving. I am leaving right now. … Come. ... (Leaves the place)

Angel: Sir ......please! Don’t leave me! ... ... Sir! ... ... Sir!  

Angel: How hard is human life on earth! Life is God’s gratuitous gift. 
Does anyone live out that gift? That seems to be a big question 
mark. Still God has hope! That’s why He sent me on this 
mission. Neither sun nor rain will stop me from finding a holy 
family on the earth. 

Advocate : (enters happily, shouting) Success! ... ... success! Yeah, 
I have made it. I knew I could make it ... (sees the angel; is 
surprised) You are still here! You know, I made it! I won the 



121Tattvaviveka ‘17

case! The verdict came in my favour. Success makes man 
powerful! ... ... Powerful!

Angel: Creating human beings as male and female, God ordained 
marriage as the union of man and woman. But here is something 
new. Human beings are making new kinds of marriages. 

Advocate: You are pooh-poohing our choice of life. We are looking 
for freedom – freedom to live our lives as we like. We are not 
bound by religion and its laws, we make our own laws... ha … 
ha   ha...

Angel: But... ...the family......  

Advocate: (much irritated) You don’t believe me…… 
Come I’ll take you around and show how families are broken … 
shattered! Then you can report to your God (ironically), about 
the ideal holy family! (Both leave the stage)

SCENE II 

(A family setting in which the parents are very busy; as a result the 
children are neglected, the scene opens with the entry of 
Children from school to house.) (Servant sweeping the house)

Tony: Has Dad come home?

Servant: No... Not yet.

Tony : (Sadly) Didi, will mom and dad come home early today? Today 
is my birthday, they didn’t even wish me. I am unhappy and I 
want to see mom and dad. (Begins to cry)

Sheeba: Dear… Tony… Today is your birthday, you should not cry. 
Don’t worry. I will remind Mom and Dad to wish you. Please! 
Don’t cry. 

Tony: Dad and Mom do not love me. They don’t join us for meal, don’t 
play with us, and don’t help us in our homework. I feel lonely. 
(Sobs)

Sheeba: Control ... ... dear... control yourself… It is ok ... it will be fine.

The servant: It is time for supper, come, let’s go. (They quietly leave the place.) 
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SCENE III 

(The following morning at the table Kishore is talking on the 
phone) 

Tony: Dad, Dad,...... Dad!

Kishore: Yes, Tony, what do you want? ... ...Ok, take this for your 
pocket money. It is time for school. Go ahead.

Sheeba: Dad! Yesterday was Tony’s birthday, you and mom completely 
forgot about it. Dad you know, these days you don’t spend time 
with us. (The Priest enters the house.)

Kishore: Praise the Lord, Father! 

Priest: Praise the Lord, Kishore! How are you all?

Kishore: Fine Father. Annie, bring a cup of coffee, Father has come.

Annie: (from inside) Yea, coming.

Priest: Next month, many of our parish children are receiving the first 
Holy Communion. But in the list I did not find the names of our 
Tony and Sheeba. Why? ... ...You don’t want them to receive 
Christ? Or do you have ...... any other plans? ......... ...
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Annie : ( Enters with coffee) Good morning Father!

Priest: Good morning, Annie!

Kishore: Nothing like that Father. My wife and I have been very busy 
with our business; that’s why we could not get our children’s 
names included in the list.

Annie: Yea, Father, surely we want our children also to receive the first 
Holy Communion. 

Priest: It’s fine ......Tony come, come dear.

Tony: Yes, Father.

Priest: Do you know the prayers, say, “the sign of the cross’... “The 
our father’...

Tony: (He makes a wrong sign of the cross)... our father ... ... give us 
daily bread...... Amen.

Priest: Is that all you know dear? Anything more? ......

Tony: (Silently hangs his head.)

Priest: Kishore, I am really surprised to see this. Your son...

Kishore: Father, please make some arrangements for our children 
… for the prayers. By the way we wish to make a handsome 
donation to the church to mark their first communion. 

Annie: (A little arrogance in the tone) Yes father, do something. We 
are very busy and we just don’t have time to teach our children. 
Kindly do us this favour, Father.

Priest: But you neglected your children. “Family that prays together 
stays together”. Please try to spend some time with your children. 
They long for your love, concern, and your touch. Having meals 
together with the children, playing with them, helping them to 
learn prayers, and bringing them up in the faith– these are your, 
the responsibilities of Christian parents. 

Kishore: Father, (niggling) you know, we go out in the morning at 9 
and come back in the evening at 10. How can you expect us to 
teach all these things to our children? Be practical, Father. 
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Priest: Kishore, you work hard to have a happy and joyful family. Joy 
comes when you pray together, celebrate birthdays, love, care 
for and understand one another, have meals together...... It is 
essential that children learn these things from their parents. You 
know, Kishore, ‘every Christian family should be an icon of 
the Holy Family of Nazareth.’ Think about it, Kishore. May I 
take your leave now? May God continue to bless you and your 
family. (He leaves.)

Annie: Is he thinking that we don’t have any other work? … … Come 
on children, ... come on. It is time for school......

Kishore: Come on darling, get ready; we have an important meeting 
today. (All leave the stage) 

SCENE IV 

 (Four young friends, Ram, Joseph and Jeeva, working in IT 
Company have a party in the house of Joseph. All four drink 
and dance for a while)

Ram: Everyday our boss scolds me. I don’t know when I will give him 
back.

Joseph: You ......shut up man. You come late every day and blame the 
boss. To be a Boss is to scold someone otherwise; he is not a 
boss at all. Unfortunately, you become his victim every day. 
Take it easy man......

Ram: I can’t see his frowning face every day. I have to come early 
but......

Joseph: Stop, you idiot; same story every day; fed up with it. Things 
will never change with you...

(Joseph gets a phone call and begins to converse with the 
person.)

Joseph: Hello! Baby, I will meet you in the evening. Miss you, darling.

Stephen: Hei, who is she? You never told us. Your Girl Friend?

Joseph: Nothing......; only an online friendship......
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Jeeva :( Having a cigarette) come on, baby! ... ... life without a girl is 
like the sky without the moon and a garden without flowers. 
Enjoy...enjoy......

Joseph: Yea ... ... but as long as I am happy with her.

Ram: What do you mean? Are you not going to marry her? 

Joseph: Marriage? You know guys, these days young men and women 
don’t want to get married. In many countries the number of 
people wanting to marry is decreasing gradually. People choose 
live-in relationships. I think I will go for it, too!

Jeeva: Live-in relationships? Sounds cool; I too can try...

Joseph: I met her on the Facebook and we became friends. We started 
liking each other and both of us agreed to live together. As 
long as we feel good with each other we will stay together... ... 
afterwards...

Stephen: Do your parents know about this? Will they accept it?

Joseph: It is my life and I have to decide. Who are they to decide for 
me? I want to be happy. I want to live the way I like.
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Stephen: Living together without marriage! I can’t imagine it in my 
culture and religion. My father will kill me if I do this.

Joseph :( Laughs sarcastically.)... ... How long are you going to live 
with the same old wife? Seeing the same and old face lifelong is 
the greatest punishment a man can have on earth. You are going 
to be the victim of it.

Jeeva: Hei... Ram... Don’t discourage Joseph. It is his life and he has 
to decide. Let him be happy the way he wants. Why do you 
dishearten him with your idea? 

Ram: Marriage is much more than physical union. … … Marriage is 
not staying together in one house. … … It is the union of hearts, 
accepting one another, loving, caring, sometime fighting, and... 

Joseph: Get away you fool. In marriage you can’t be free; and to fulfill 
all the desires of the wife is a nightmare for me. I don’t want 
anyone to rule over me. Everything in the world is passing, 
including a woman. I will never opt for a lifelong marriage....... 
Life is like a butterfly; enjoy the sweetness of each flower. Life 
goes on just like that... …

Ram: If I stay with you any longer, you will change me too, I am 
leaving right now...... (Ram leaves.)

Joseph: Get lost... You will regret later. (Over the phone) hello baby, 
coming, coming...

Jeeva: Ei ... ... Ram ......Ram ......  wait...... I am coming... Bye Joseph! 
See you tomorrow. (He Leaves. Joseph goes out in the other 
direction.)

SCENE V 

Angel: Are marriages so bad on earth? God created man and woman, 
and said, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife and the two shall become one 
flesh.” So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what 
God has joined together, let no one separate. 

Advocate: We are living in the 21st century; life with a wife is an old 
concept; life without a wife is the new concept. God... laws... 
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Everything is losing ground to human freedom. (Satire) Don’t 
you see how children are neglected because the parents have no 
time to express their love and care for their children?

(A group of people come with placards and shout the slogan: 
“MLA, down, down!Arrest him!”)

Advocate: Did you see them? This is the normal trend here. 

Angel: Why are they shouting? What wrong did the MLA do?

Advocate: The MLA molested his servant’s wife but the police did not 
arrest him. These people are fighting for justice. 

Angel: A leader’s duty is to protect his people. And he himself spoils 
their life! “Thou shalt not covet your neighbor’s wife” is the 
commandment of God but people fail to follow it... ... It makes 
me feel sad.

Advocate: Please! Update yourself. Let’s move on.
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SCENE VI 

(Parish Council: The scene opens with the priest and five 
parishioners watching a video clip on Amoris Laetitia/ Pope 
Francis speaks about family.)

Priest: I welcome you all for a short discussion on Amoris Laetitia, The 
Joy of Love. Let us pray that Jesus, Mary and Joseph may guide 
us in this discussion. Samuel, will you say a prayer before we 
begin?

Samuel: (He makes a sign of the cross) Loving Father, we thank you for 
your loving guidance and care for our people and our parish. As 
we are gathered together to discuss different aspects of family 
life in the light of The Joy of Love, guide us in your spirit. We 
make our prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen

All: Amen.

Priest: I hope most of you have read the Post-Synodal Apostolic 
exhortation: Amoris Laetitia, The Joy of Love, of Pope Francis. 
I have called this parish council so that we can share and reflect 
on the Joy of Love in our families. The Joy of Love experienced 
by families is also the joy of the Church.

Antony: I am really inspired by the Holy Father’s reflections on Love 
in Marriage based on 1Cor:13:2-3. The Holy Father beautifully 
explains the characteristics of true love. Love is experienced and 
nurtured in the daily life of families. I indeed experience such 
love in my family. We pray together; we take meals together; 
whenever we have misunderstanding we accept the weaknesses 
of each other and ask for forgiveness. The family is beautiful 
when we value and celebrate love.

Kishore: Antony, Blessed are you for you have a good wife and loving 
children. 

Mary: Father, Today we are able to forgive one another in our families; 
it is because we have realized the value of love. Love rejoices 
not in hatred but in forgiveness. My husband accepts me as I 
am; and we make a happy home.
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Priest: May God continue to bless you Mary and your family!

Rani: Mary... you are lucky ... ... (In a sad tone) My husband doesn’t 
even look at me. In my home nobody cares about me. It is as if 
I didn’t exist. In fact, I feel like running away. (Begins to cry.)

Sr. Rosy: Rani ...... please ...... calm down ......it will be fine......

Rani: He doesn’t like me. It was so from the beginning. For him, I 
don’t exist ... ...I don’t......

Priest: Rani ... ...We do understand your feelings. Even though he 
doesn’t care for you, don’t give up hope. He is your companion 
on the life’s journey. The love that you give to your husband is 
greater that his dislike towards you. Continue to love him … 
Pray with the hope that he will become a loving husband. 

Sr. Rosy: You have said it right, Father ... ... I hope that God will listen 
to Rani’s prayers. 

Peter: (Enters the scene fully drunk; a Hindi song is played and he 
dances with a bottle) Father...... Father!  ...... Where is he? ... 
...Oh...Good morning Father!

Vijay: Peter, what are you doing here, it is not the right way to behave 
in front of a priest. Go away from here.

Priest: Vijay! ......

Peter: Father... … you blessed my marriage. … … Three years ago!...... 
And yet we don’t have children! … … Did you bless Father? Or 
cursed? … ... I want to know...... I want to know...

Rani: Peter, you are drunk, please go away......

Peter: You shut up! ... You have children but I... don’t have. ... ... Father 
...my wife is barren. I have no peace in my family. My parents 
are torturing me and my wife and we can’t bear the insult and 
suffering any longer. (He falls and gets up). I ... ... I ... ...want an 
answer...... tell me...... 

Priest: Vijay, please take him aside ... ... (Vijay takes Peter and leaves 
the stage.)

Mary: Father, please forgive Peter......
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Priest: It is fine, Mary, I understand him. 

Mary: A society with children who don’t honour parents is a society 
without honour ......We need to learn to live in the company of 
our parents. 

Sr. Rosy: In some countries, it is quite common to have only one 
child, the experience of being a brother or a sister is less. So 
the children grow up alone or isolated. They look for autonomy 
which means they want a life without the parents bothering 
them.

Leo: Thank God! In our country many children respect parents and 
take good care of them in their old age. 

Mary: We need to pass on this value to our children too.

Martin: Father, May I ask? … … As I was coming to church, I heard 
from our catechist that Vijay is going to be admitted to Holy 
Communion. Is it so? 

Priest: Hmmm...... Yes.

Kishore: But, he divorced his first wife and has married another 
woman. I believe that the Church doesn’t encourage that; and 
you know about it.

Priest: Of course Kishore, all of us are aware of it. Circumstances have 
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turned his life upside down. But our dear Pope Francis tells us that 
remarried couples “are not excommunicated, and they absolutely must 
not be treated that way!”

Sr. Rosy: It is a forward step, isn’t it father? 

Samuel: But … … Father... Is there a provision to do so...? 

Priest: The Pope calls Pastors to help persons like Vijay to experience 
the charity of Christ and the maternal closeness of the Church, 
… … receiving them with love, … … exhorting them to trust in 
God’s mercy … … and suggesting, with prudence and respect, 
concrete ways of conversion and sharing in the life of the 
community of the Church. (Vijay enters again.)

Priest: Come Vijay, I am talking about you in the council.

Samuel: Father if you give Communion to divorced and remarried 
persons, will it not more people easily choose to divorce and 
remarry? I mean there will be many cases in the future. 

Priest: A good doubt, Samuel! I too had the same fear. But look at it this 
way… If the divorced remarry civilly, they will find themselves 
in conflict with the Church’s law. They will be deprived of 
the grace of the sacramental, as long as this situation persists. 
Amoris Laetitia invites us to a more compassionate view. It 
leaves open the possibility for the divorced and remarried 
Catholics to receive Communion. Yes. But there is the need of 
discernment!

Samuel: So the Church is moving forward. 

Martin: Will the faithful accept this forward step? 

Vijay: That is my hope and desire, friends. I am aware that I made a 
big mistake in the past. Indeed am sorry. I repent. But our Lord 
is merciful and I look towards a good future by God’s grace. 
Accept me and my family, dear friends, and we shall strive to 
build a happy home. 

Priest: Let us not deprive Vijay and his family of the grace of the 
sacrament. (He pauses for a while; the council members 
whisper among themselves.) Thank you all for your presence 
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and valuable suggestions. Let us conclude the council meeting 
with prayer to the Holy Family.

Pope Francis wrote this Prayer to the Holy Family. We shall recite it 
together.

 Jesus, Mary and Joseph, (everyone joins), in you we contemplate 
the splendor of true love: to you we turn with trust. Holy 
Family of Nazareth, grant that our families too may be places of 
communion and prayer, authentic school of the Gospel and small 
domestic churches. Holy Family of Nazareth, May families 
never again experience violence, rejection and division; may 
all who have been hurt or scandalized find ready comfort and 
healing. Holy Family of Nazareth makes us once more mindful 
of the sacredness and inviolability of the family, and its beauty 
in God’s plan. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, graciously hear our 
prayer. Amen 

Kishore: Oh... it is time...... I need to go right now ... ...May I go, Father?

Rani: Kishore, we too......

Priest: May God bless you all! (All leave.)

 

SCENE VII 

(A family situation. Daniel is reading a book; his wife, Kamala 
enters with a cup of milk; a servant is mopping the floor.)

Kamala: Dear, did you pay the electricity bill? I had reminded you 
yesterday.

Daniel: My God! I completely forgot about it. Why don’t you ask 
Ranjan to do it?

Kamala: Ranjan...  … Ranjan ......

(Ranjan doesn’t pay attention; he is dancing with the ear phone 
on; calling; the music is on; there may be a minute of dance. 
Kamala comes and removes the ear phone; the music stops.)

Kamala: Ranjan ... ...
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Ranjan: Mom ...... Don’t disturb me ... ...

Kamala: Dad forgot to pay the electricity bill yesterday, why don’t you 
pay it when you go out? 

Ranjan: I can’t do that, He forgets every time and I have to suffer for 
it? I hate it.(The servant leaves the stage.)

Kamala: Ranjan, you should not disrespect your father. Please pay the 
bill.

Ranjan: No, Mom. (In a loud voice)I can’t...... 

Daniel: Dear, leave him... I will pay it myself. I will not forget today. 

(Suddenly Daniel’s daughter, Deepa, enters the house with a suitcase)

Kamala: Deepa, what a surprise! You are alone? Where is Prakash?

Daniel: How are you dear? Is everything ok with you? 

Kamala: Speak dear! Anything wrong? 

Deepa: I will not live with him anymore; enough, mom! ... … enough, 
dad! I want to divorce him. 

Kamala: (Shocked) What? ... ... Divorce? ... ...Not even one year is 
over, and you are already talking about divorce? Have you gone mad? 

Deepa: Mom, it is frustrating to live with him. I hate him ... ... I hate 
him... …

Daniel: (Consolingly) ok dear ... ... ok! ... ...We shall talk about it later. 
Calm down ......

Deepa: Dad, he lost his job again; In the past 10 months he has changed 
6 companies. He is repulsive and irritating. He has started drinking 
now, and he beats me and his parents too. It is a nightmare to live with 
him. I will never live with him. I want divorce ... ...(In a crying tone)I 
want divorce ... 

Kamala: My God! 

Daniel: Take rest dear we shall see later. I will talk to him.

Deepa: No more talking dad. I have talked enough and more. Don’t 
force me to live with him; if you do, I tell you, I will commit suicide. 
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Daniel: You fell in love with him and decided to marry him; you did 
not give us any chance. You said the same thing then. If we didn’t agree 
to the marriage, you would commit suicide. You are ruining your life. 
What do you think - that we are here to approve of whatever you say? 

Deepa: (Doesn’t speak,  ......cries)

Kamala: Enough... Dear... she is already hurt! (Kamala takes Deepa 
and leaves the stage.)

Rajan: Mom... I will be late for lunch... I am going to meet some 
friends. (He goes out.)

(Daniel is left alone on the stage, thinks about his daughter. 
Ranjan has forgotten his mobile; it rings; Daniel picks up the 
mobile. Ranjan’s boyfriend is calling. Daniel attends the phone, 
he doesn’t say hello.)

Voice over the phone: Hi sweet heart, where are you?... come tonight, 
we shall have fun ...... miss you ... ... Darling.

Daniel: Who is that? Hello ......Hello ... ... (Voice is cut)...... Kamala ... 
...Kamala

Kamala: (Enters the stage) What happened, dear? Why are you so 
tensed? Anything wrong?
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Daniel: Ranjan ...... Something is wrong with Ranjan. 

Kamala: Something wrong with Ranjan? 

Daniel: He forgot his phone and went out. I attended the call; it was 
from a young man. He calls our son “sweet heart, ... ... darling.” He 
speaks about “having fun” ... ... I don’t understand ... ...

(Ranjan comes back home.)

Kamala: Ranjan, ... ... come here!

Ranjan: Yes, mom. 

Daniel: Where did you go? Whom did you meet?

Ranjan: Dad... You never asked me so for. Why are you enquiring 
now? 

Kamala: Answer dad, Ranjan. (Angrily) Don’t counter-question him.

Ranjan: I went out to meet my friend. 

Daniel: Who is that? … …Your boyfriend? 

Ranjan: Dad, ......you are ... ... talking about ......(Daniel gives Ranjan 
his mobile.)

Daniel: He calls you sweet heart ......, says “miss you... … come tonight 
......and have fun.å Tell me Ranjan. What the hell is this? 

Kamala: My son, we gave you everything and we loved you so much. 
Tell us... ... Don’t disappoint us.

Ranjan: Dad, ... ... Why did you pick up my phone? You have no right 
to enter into my privacy. He is just a friend. That’s all. 

Daniel: If he is just a friend, he wouldn’t have called you to have fun 
tonight. Tell us what is really happening to you? Why do you behave 
this way?

Ranjan: Dad, Mom, … ... I am ...... I want to live with my boyfriend 
and want to marry him... ... I had been waiting to talk to you about it 
but I was afraid. 

Daniel: What? Marrying a man? You are crazy, … … An idiot! If it is 
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known outside, we can’t live a dignified life in society. What a shame 
will it be to our family! We all will have to commit suicide. 

Kamala: Already your sister has ruined her life; now you too? ... ...How 
can we bear this? ... ...my God!

Ranjan: Mom, Dad. It is over a year now, since I first wanted to marry 
him. If at all you want me to be joyful and happy, you must allow 
this. I am not worried about what others will say about me. (He speaks 
nonchalantly) I am gay. I want to be happy the way I like. 

Daniel: Do you think I am a fool to listen to all this? You should no 
longer meet him. If you continue like this, I will kick you out of my 
house. 

Kamala: Calm down dear, I will talk to him. Ranjan, marrying the 
same sex in unnatural … … How did you pick up this orientation? 
Listen to what Dad is telling... ...

Ranjan: Mom ... ... I am not a kid any more. I know what I am saying. 
I feel this way and I want to be so. If you accept, I will stay with you. 
Or else, I will find my own way. You say it is unnatural because you 
don’t really know anything about it. More and more countries are now 
legalizing gay marriage.  I don’t wish to listen to your old laws. I make 
my own laws for my life. 

Daniel: (Slaps Ranjan) Get out ... ... you idiot! ......Get out of my 
house...... You may no longer stay with us...... 

Kamala: Dear ...... wait ......Please …...

Ranjan: I did ask myself, if I could ever become straight. No, it is 
impossible; I never felt attracted to a woman. Enough Mom ... ... I am 
leaving, as dad wishes. Leaving right now (He goes inside the house 
and returns with a bag). Goodbye, dad ... … Goodbye, mom... … You 
will never see me again in this house. 

Kamala: Ranjan ......Ranjan...... (She goes out of the stage.)

Daniel: I had a great dream for my son ...... but now...... (Sits on the 
chair, his hand on the forehead, in a sad and reflective mood.) Pintu, 
get me some water.

Pintu (Servant): (Enters with a glass of water, places it on the table.) 
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Sir ... (Daniel takes the glass and drinks) Sir, ... … I have been listening 
to you and your son. These days young boys and girls don’t listen to 
their parents. But Ranjan is a good boy. ... ...You can talk to him with 
love and understanding. Surely he will come back... …

Daniel: Everything is over...... All my dreams are shattered. My son! 
... ...what have you done? … ...why did you do this to me? ... … (He 
leaves the stage. The servant too takes the glass and leaves the stage.)

SCENE VIII 

(Kishore is admitted in the hospital after he attempted suicide 
last night. Kishore, his wife and children are in the scene. A 
doctor is attending to Kishore. A male nurse also is present)

Doctor: How do you feel now, Kishore? 

Kishore: Feeling better doctor. Will you discharge me today?

Doctor: No... Not today ... You need to be under observation. Traces of 
the poison you consumed are still in your system. Follow the prescribed 
medicine. I will see you tomorrow. (The doctor and the nurse leave. 
The Priest and Vijay come to visit Kishore.)

Priest: Kishore... … I can’t believe that you......

Kishore: Father, I hate to live.

 Priest: What happened Kishore? Why did you attempt to commit 
suicide? Have you forgotten your loving wife and charming children? 

Kishore: I lost everything in the share market, all my wealth and 
honour! I have nothing left. My future, my prestige – everything is lost. 
I am completely broken. I don’t have anything to hold on to. I don’t 
want to live. 

Priest: You have not lost everything, Kishore ......

Kishore: What do you mean! ... ...Please Father, ... No fun with me at 
this hour.  

Priest: No, Kishore. It’s not fun. It is true. You have not lost everything; 
your family is with you. Wealth and dignity will not give you the real 
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joy but loving one another gives lasting happiness. Till now you have 
been after money and prestige, not bothered about your family. Wealth 
is not a substitute to the joy of being with your children, loving them, 
spending time with them, having meals with them, playing with them, 
teaching them. You may have lost all your wealth but you haven’t lost 
your family. They are with you. 

Priest: (Approaches Kishore and touches his shoulder) Life doesn’t 
consist of wealth and honour; it is the bond of love that you experience 
in your family. Having a loving family is a greater honour and a greater 
treasure. 

Kishore: It is true father... I neglected my family but they always loved 
me. Annie, my love! Tony, Sheeba, my children  ... ... (They come close 
to Kishore) sorry dear ... ...

Tony and Sheeba: We love you dad ...... We love you.

(Suddenly Joseph with bloody dress runs in and falls down, he 
is trembling with fear. The priest lifts him up.)

Priest: Joseph, why this blood? Why are you so frightened? So 
trembling?

Joseph: Father, ......save me ...... The police are chasing me ......

Priest: What happened Joseph? Your whole body is bloody ... ...

Joseph: Father, ... I ...I…. murdered Jenni...I ...stabbed her.

Priest: Jenni? Who is she? ...Why did you ...?

Joseph: She and I were in live-in relationship for the past eight months. 
In the beginning it was all cozy and happy. But slowly she began to 
conspire against me. She wanted to snatch from me all my property. 
When I came to know we had a big fight and in the anger I stabbed 
her...... (In a loud voice) I spoiled my life ... ... I spoiled...(Cries.)

Priest: Hmm... ... (all others are shocked) Joseph, life is a precious gift 
of God. It is meant to be nurtured in the loving environment of a family. 
You have all the wealth now, but no one to stand by you.

Joseph: I chose to live the way I wanted. ... ... but it is all a failure 
now...... I never expected that it would all end up this way... (Full of fear 
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and anxiety). I am afraid, Father ... ...I am afraid. 

Priest: A moment of anger results in lifelong suffering. Joseph ...... 
calm down! ...... Vijay, get him some water.

Vijay: Father he killed his partner and you show him concern and care. 
Leave him to his fate, or call the police; otherwise we too will be in 
danger.

Priest: No... Vijay ... ... This is the time he needs us. We need to stand 
by him at this hour. Joseph, don’t be afraid! We are with you. God loves 
everyone; who are we to condemn others? Joseph did it in a moment of 
anger. Will you not accept your brother? (Vijay goes and returns with a 
glass of water.)

Joseph: Thank you Father for accepting me. I followed the wrong path. 
If only I had chosen a true family life, I would not have ruined my life 
… Crying over the spilt milk is no use. 

Vijay: I am sorry Joseph for my harsh words. We will help you. Don’t 
lose hope. A new dawn will break into your life again. 

Joseph: Thank you Vijay! I truly repent now. I repent before God.  
Please pray for me, Father, that God may grant me mercy! Please pray 
for me, Vijay. My heart feels light now. I will go now and surrender to 
the police.

Priest: Joseph, take courage! We will be with you. May God accompany 
you! (Joseph goes out)

Priest: Vijay, Peter is adopting a child. I have promised to go with him 
to the orphanage today to help him. Do you wish to go with me? 

Vijay: Of course. Father. I will also go with you. (All leave the stage)

SCENE IX 

Angel: Did you see what happened? People may travel the crooked 
path but God has his own ways. People repent and change their ways. 
God’s grace makes everything possible. 

Advocate: Yea, I realize it now. People learn from the past mistakes 
and rebuild their lives with the hope of a brighter future. But I am not 
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really sure, if the hope will last long. Families are tossed by various 
problems: poverty, joblessness, neglect of spouses and children and 
elderly parents, violence, torture, unforgiving nature, greed, infidelity, 
euthanasia, divorce, … and so on. I can go on adding to the list. All 
these threaten the family bond today. 

Angel: Sir ... you are right. Families experience all these problems, 
That is when love becomes all the more important. What holds the 
family together is LOVE. Love endures all things and it has no record 
of wrongdoings. Sir... you have argued many cases in the court and 
witnessed to many families being shattered and destroyed. But sir, 
human beings can’t live alone; they need to belong to a community, 
and that begins with a family.

Advocate: I read somewhere: Family means Father, Mother, I Love 
You. It is very true, isn’t it? 

Angel: Yes, sir. Love is the centre which holds things from falling apart 
in the family... … 

Advocate: (Reflectively) So what shall we say, then? Is hope possible? 
Let us see............

SCENE X 

(Kamala and Deepa are sitting on the sofa, waiting for Daniel.)

Deepa: Where did dad go? I want to speak to him.

Kamala: Why are you running around like a rat? Relax... He will come 
soon.

Sr. Rosy: (Enters) Kamala! ...... Kamala!

Kamala and Deepa: Praise the Lord, Sister!

Sr. Rosy: Praise the Lord, Kamala! How are you, Deepa? 

Deepa: Fine, Sister! Thank you. (Deepa goes in to bring a glass of 
water.)

Sr. Rosy: Kamala, Every Sunday I meet you in the church, but last 
week I didn’t see you. Are you not feeling well? Is everything ok with 
you?
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Kamala: Sister ... My son ... ... Ranjan...

Daniel: (Enters the scene.) Good Morning, Sister! How do you do?

Sr. Rosy: Fine, Daniel! And how about you? 

Daniel: Not so good! ......

Sr. Rosy: Where is Ranjan? Has he gone to meet his friends ... ...?

(Daniel and Kamala look at each other.)

Kamala: Our son left us and went away, Sister! (Deepa comes back 
with a glass of water.)

Daniel: Sister, he says he is gay and he wants to marry a man. He has 
brought shame to our family. We didn’t want him to stay with us. I 
kicked him out. 

Kamala: He has left us in deep sorrow. The joy of our family is gone 
with him. 

Sr. Rosy: Ranjan did that? ......I can’t believe it. He was fine. 

Daniel: Let us not talk about him; he ruined his life and our dream.

Sr. Rosy: Daniel … I do understand your struggle and pain but he is 
your son. There are many factors that make a man gay. Often they feel 
that they have no choice in the matter. They do not choose it deliberately. 

Daniel: What do you mean sister? I don’t get you. 

Sr. Rosy: We must try to understand Ranjan from a different perspective. 

Daniel: We never noticed anything different in Ranjan’s behavior. And 
suddenly ...... 

Kamala: Yes, Sister. He was a lovely boy. We lost him......

Sr. Rosy: Sexual orientation is a sensitive affair. But we shouldn’t 
panic, Kamala. We need to be gentle and caring towards Ranjan. Many 
parents do the same to their children, as you did to Ranjan. First of all, 
we have to accept him as a person and try to help him in all possible 
ways.

Daniel: What? ... ...(Shouts) Accepting him?... ... No! ... ...never! ......
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Deepa: Dad, ...... Cool down ... please! But Sister ... If we accept him 
in the family, society will discriminate against us. We have to live in 
society; we have to live with dignity. 

Sr. Rosy: Deepa, Ranjan is your brother. Pope Francis said, “Who are we 
to judge them.” The Church affirms that every person, who experiences 
same-sex attraction, ought to be respected in his or her dignity and 
treated with consideration, while ‘every sign of unjust discrimination’ 
is to be carefully avoided, particularly any form of aggression and 
violence. Such families should be given respectful pastoral guidance, 
so that those who manifest a homosexual orientation can receive the 
assistance they need to understand and fully carry out God’s will in 
their lives.

Deepa: I do realize the importance of accepting one another in the 
family. I have been till today disrespectful towards my husband. I failed 
to accept him. He has been calling me repeatedly but I never cared. I 
realize I was wrong.

Sr. Rosy: Love is expressed in many ways, especially, in accepting 
others as they are. Deepa, you need to reciprocate to Prakash’s call 
before it is too late. Prakash and you can still rediscover love. Together 
you can make a happy and loving family. Love is the foundation of 
every family.

Daniel: Sister Rosy is right, Deepa, You must return to Prakash and live 
happily with him.

Deepa: (Deepa’s phone rings and she picks it up) Hello!

Voice of Prakash: Hello, dear......

Deepa: Dear ... ... I am really sorry for abandoning you. I truly miss 
you, Prakash. Come fast and take me back. By God’s grace, we shall 
make a happy home again. 

Daniel: (To Deepa) Dear...... Love endures all things. Love is not about 
tolerating others. There may be such occasions when you really need 
to confront Prakash. But confront him with love. Love that never gives 
up, even in the darkest hour.

Prakash: (Enters) My darling! My treasure! My beloved! Are you 
ok, baby? What an Idiot I have been! I missed you so long. I 
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promise I will never drink again. And by God’s grace, I have a 
good job now. We shall make a happy home together, Deepa.

Kamala: We are really happy for both of you, dear. 

Sr. Rosy: Deepa, Prakash! Look after each other. Make Christ the head 
of your family. 

Kamala: Sister, please join us for lunch. Deepa, set the table ready ... 
... (All leave the stage.)

SCENE XI 

Angel: Mr. Advocate, do you have anything to say now? I hope you 
don’t hold anymore that there is no real love or joy in the family, 
do you?

Advocate: (doesn’t speak, enters into deep thinking)

Angel: Mr. Advocate!  ...hello...Mr. Advocate!

Advocate: I ......I am thinking! ...... How is this possible?

Angel: Yes ... ... Everything is possible with love.

Advocate: I am confused now ... ...When I argued in the court, I saw 
only broken families. Reconciliation in the families? I never 
gave a thought to it. 

Angel: Love never ends. You may possess everything that is possible in 
the world. But if there is no love, everything is waste. 

Advocate :( His face shows conviction now.) I challenged you ...... But 
opened my eyes to see the joy of love in the family, joy of real 
love that reconciles and unites the family. You won ... ...you 
won truly. 

Angel: Sir, I would rather say that we won. It was our common search.  
We walked together on this journey and witnessed the reality of 
love in the family. The purpose of my coming is fulfilled. 

 Advocate: Indeed, it was good journeying with you. Since I routinely 
deal with broken families, my mind is patterned to think in 
a negative way. From now on I will not argue cases to break 
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families but to unite hearts. 

Angel: Every Christian family is a domestic church where they live out 
the grace that is received from God in the Eucharist and it is a 
joy-filled witness. Family is not just people who come together 
and live but it is the union of hearts and minds. No family can 
become a perfect icon of the Holy Family of Nazareth but every 
family can and must strive towards it. 

Advocate: You are right. All wounds in the family will be healed by the 
medicine of love. 

Angel: “Love is the foundation of the family.” Dear Friends, we have 
been trying to highlight some aspects of family life in front 
of you. There are many good things we need to appreciate in 
families; there are also problems which families struggle with 
which we need to respond to – divorce, euthanasia, LGBT 
issues, live-in relationships, and so on. We need to look at joys 
and struggles of the family and respond to the issues from a 
theological perspective, from the perspective of Christian faith, 
and with help from other relevant disciplines. 

Advocate: Now dear Angel of God, you can return and report to God 
what you have witnessed. (As if he suddenly remembered it) By 
the way ... you ...never told me your name ... ...

Angel: You never asked. (Smiles) I am... ... the Angel of Love...... Come 
friends, and before I leave please join me in a dance; and let us together 
ignite the joy of love in all families. (A lamp dance)

        Sch. Joachim Raja SJ (II B.Th)
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Appa (father) and Amma (Mother) who are not on this earth but in Heaven. 
Praise be your holy womb that bore these children of  darkness, Who struggle 

to survive in fenced camps, longing for free breath, 

Let your power come to us, the unfortunate creatures on this earth, We know 
nothing; but we are under the clutches of  the evil powers of  ethnic violence,

We have no bread to eat, no cloth to change, no water to drink, no shelter to 
sleep, And inhuman cruel army men who behave like animals, 

Beat us, torture us,
Your loving daughter spends sleepless nights crying for you both, We forgive 
this wretched society which is blind to our tears, deaf  to our cries,  Please 

forgive those politicians of  other nations who boss over us,
Send forth just men and women to save and deliver us from the clutches of  

slavery and 
Army men...Hoping to see the light one day...-Amen.

                    Sch. N. Parthasarathi SJ (III B.Th.)

“Our Father” by a Srilankan Refugee Child 
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